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$04 xs ¶ The booke ſpeaketh. 1 
| TY? pleaſe all ſoztes of men J do not paſſe 

YL To pleaſe the good a lerned is a fayze thyng 
FE theſe 8 moꝛe than couenant was 


moe than I loke foꝛ. who ſo the lernyng 

A Chꝛiſt dothe ſauour / il he lyke well althyng 
ſeke no further / Chyiſte is myne Apollo 

Onelp ſtrengthyng me to ſpeake this that J do. 


¶ The pꝛinter to the faythtull reder. 
Ke moztall wozlde,a felde is ofbataple | 
whiche is the cauſe ß ſtryte dothe neuer faple 
Agaynſt man / by warrynge of the fleſſbe 
with the dyuell / that alway fyghteth freſſhe 
The ſpyꝛite to oppꝛeſſe by falſe enuy 
The whtche conflyce is contynually 
Durynge his lpte / and lyke to leſe the felde 
But he be armed with weapon and ſbelde 
Suche as behoueth to a chꝛiſten knyght 
ö where god echone, by his Chꝛiſt choſeth ryght 
"I Soole tapitayne / and his ſtandarde to bere 
#1 who knoweth it not/thi thts wyll teche hym here 
. In his bꝛeuyer / poynarde / oꝛ manuell 
3 The loue ſhewyng of hygh Emanuell 
1 In gyuyng vs ſuche harneys ot werre 
HH raſmus ts the onely furbyſſber 
77 | : touryng the harneys,cankred and aduſte 
4 whiche neglygence had ſo ſoze fret with ruſte 
; Than champyon receyue,as thyne by ryght 
The manuell of 8 chziſten knyghtc. 
| nts, 


fayle 


here 
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CEraſmus Roterdame ſendeth 
 gretyng to the reuerende father 
inChult(andlozde) thelozde 

Paule Uolztus/the moſte 
religyous abbot of the 
monaltery the 
whiche is 
comenly & 
called Hughes 
courte. 


Ll be it moſte bertuous fas 
ther, that the lytell booke/ 
the whiche J haue gps 
this name oꝛ tytle 

ion militis chꝛiſtiani / 
| hiche many a day a go 
made foz my ſelfe only / and foz a certayne 
frende of myne beyng vtterly vnlerned/ 
bath begon to myſlyke and diſpleaſe me 
the leſſe/ foꝛ as moche as J do ſe that it 
is alowed ot pau and other vertuous and 
lerned men ſuche as you be / of whome 
(as ye are in dede endued with godly ler⸗ 
nynge / and alſo with lerned godlyneſſe) 
knowe nothynge to be — but 

s 


Epyſſte. | 
that whiche is bothe holy and alſo cletks 
ly: yet it hath begon well nyghe alſo to 
1 pleaſe lyke menowe/whan J ſe it! atter 
EA) | that tt hath ben ſo often tymes painted) 
alt | et ſtyll to be deſpꝛed, and greatly called 
It / as it it were a newe werke made of 
0 late:itſo be the pꝛinters do not lye to flats 
Mi ter me withall. But agayne there ts an 
1 other thyng whiche often tymes greueth 
M me in my mynde/ that a certayne wel ler⸗ 
3 ned frende ot myne longe ago ſayde, very 
Al! pꝛoperly and ſharply checkynge me / that 
2 there was moze holyneſſe ſene in the ly⸗ 


it: tell booke/than in the hole authoure and 
4 maker therof. In dede he ſpake theſe woꝛ⸗ 
F des in his teſtyng bourdyngly/but wolde 
Bit | to god he had not ſpoken ſo trewly,as he 
bourded bytterly. And that greueth me 
ſo moche the moze bycauſe þ ſame thynge 
bath chaunſed to come lykewyſe to paſſe 
WE in hym, fo: the chaungyng of whoſe ma- 

: ö | ners pztnctpally 4 toke vpon me this la- 

At bour and trauaple / foz he alſo not onely 
1 huath not withdꝛawen hym ſelfe from the 

3; tourte / but is dayly moche deper dzowned 
4 therin than he was afoze tyme/ foz what 
«Trouble et ad good purpole J can not tell / but as he cõ⸗ 
verſitie corre⸗ hym lelfe with moche great myſe⸗ 
den ſome ·· ty. And pet foꝛ all that J do not greatly 
petie my frende / bpeauſe that peraduẽturt 


Eyppllle. 
adnerſyte of foꝛtune may teche hym oneg 
to repent hym ſelfe,and to amende / ſeyng 
that he woldenot folow and do after mp 
counſayle aid admonytions. And veryly 
thoughe J,. ynge me to the ſame 
thyng and purpoſe/ haue ben turned and 
toſſed with ſo many chaunces and tems 
peſtes/that Ulires a man lyuyng euer in 
trouble(which Homer ſpeketh of) myght 
be coũted in comparyſon to me euen Po⸗ 


although — lyuynge — not in all page 
es agreyng to myne owne pzeceptes 

coſiſaples, It is ſome parte of godlyneſſe 
whan one with all his herte d and 
is wpllyng to be made good a vertuous: 
noz ea mynde fo well tntendynge 
ſuppoſe ts not to be caſte away/althou 
his purpoſe be not eucrluckely perfours 
med. To this we ought to endeuoyꝛe our 
ſelfe all our lyfe longe / and no doute but 
by the reaſon that we ſo often tymes (hal 
attempt it / ones at the laſte we (hall ats 
tapne it, Alſo he hath diſpatched a good 
pece of a doutfull tourney 22 hath 

d. iij. 


nun ate 
tycrates/ whiche euer lyued in pzoſperyte Zoucrates- 
without any maner trouble. J do not vt- 
terly repente me of my labour / ſeynge it 
bath moued and pꝛouoked ſo many vnto 
the ſtudy of godly vertue: noz J my ſelfe 
am not vtterly to be blamed and rebuked 


Epyſtle, 

lerned wel ofthe tourney the way. Thers 
foꝛe am Jnothing moued with ß mockes 
of certayne pſons which w_— this lytle 
boke/as nothing erudite + cierkly / ſapeng 
that it myght haue ben made of a chylde 
that lerned his A /b /c / bycauſe it entrea⸗ 
teth nothynge of Dunces queſtyons: as 
though nothyng without thoſe coude be 
done with lernynge. J do not care if it be 
not ſo quick, ſo it be godly: let it nut make 
them inſtructe#redy to diſputacyons in 
ſcholes / ſo that it make them apte to kepe 
Lhaiſtes peace. Let it not be pzofytable oꝛ 
helpyng foꝛ 5 diſputacyon in diupnite / ſo 
it make foz a diuyne lyfe, Foz what good 
ſhulde it do to entreate of that thyng that 

man entremedleth with? who hath 
not in handlyng queſtions ofdtuynite/ oꝛ 
what els do all our ſwarmes of ſchole 
men? There be almoſt as many cõmenta⸗ 
ryes bpon the mayſter ofthe ſentẽce as be 
names ofdtuynes. There is neyther me- 
ſure noꝛ nombꝛe of ſummularies / whiche 
after the maner of potycaries myngle of- 
ten tymes ſondꝛy thynges togyther / and 


make ot olde thyngẽ newe / or newe thyn⸗ 


ges olde / of one thynge many/ of many 
thynges one. Howe can it be that theſe 
great volumes iuſtructe vs to lyue well 
and after a chꝛiſten maner / whiche a man 


Ther⸗ 
Ickes 
Iptle 
peng 
zPlde 
treas 
8: ds 
de be 


en all his wie ca IU bane layſerones to 
loke ouer. Jn lyke maner as ifa phiſpcten 
ſbulde pzeſcribe vnto him that lber ſicke 
in parell of deth, to rede Jacobus de par⸗ 
tibus / 03 be other huge volumes / ſap⸗ 
eng that there he ſhulde e remedp foz 
his diſeaſe: but in the meane tyme the pa⸗ 
cyent dyeth / wantynge pꝛeſente remedy 
wherwith he myght be holpen. In ſuche 
a fugytyue lyfe it is neceſſary to haue a 
tedy medycyne at the hande. Howe ma- 
ny volumes haue 1. made of refiptuci- 
on / ok confeſſpon/ of ſclaunder / and other 
thynges innumerable? And though they 
boulte and ſerche — —— euerp 
thyng by it ſelfe / a ſo difipne euery thynge 
if they miſtruſted all other mens wyt⸗ 
deren though they miſtruſted good⸗ 
neſſe 4 mercy ot god / whyles they do pꝛe⸗ 
ſcribe how he ought to punyſſh a rewarde 
euer facte eyther good oz badde: pet they 
agre not amongeſt the ſelues / noꝛ yet ſom 
tymes do open the thing playnly / it a man 
wolde loke nere vpon it / ſo moche dpuer- 
ſyte bothe of wyttes and circumſtaunces 
is there. Moꝛeouer althoughe it were ſo 
that they had determpned all thyng!{ well 
and trewly / yet beſydes this that they 
handle and treate of theſe thynges after 


à barbarous and vnpleaſaunt Faſlpon / 


a.titf. 


Eppltle. 
there is not one amongeſt a thoufande 
that can haue any layſer to rede ouer theſe 
The great yo: volumes: Dz who is able to beare aboute 
hames. with hym S ecundam ſecunde / the werke 
of ſaynte Thomas? And pet there is no 
man but he ought to ve a good lyfe/ to 
the whiche Lhziſte wolde that the waye 
ſhulte be playne and open foꝛ euery man / 
and that not by inexplicable crok{ of difs 
putacions / not able to be reſolued / but by 
a trewe and a fincere fapthe # charyte not 
fayned/ whom hope doth folowe whiche 
Che theology s neuer aſſhamed , And fynally lette the 
arne great doctours / whiche muſte nedes be 
ts fewe men) but fewe in comparyſon to al other men / 
— —— ſtudy e beſy them ſelte in thoſe great vo⸗ 
veth to all, lumes. And pet neuer the leſle the vnler⸗ 
ned and rude multytude whiche Lhziſte 
dyed foz ought to be pꝛouyded foꝛ: and he 
hath taught a great poꝛcvon of chuſtyan 
vertue whiche hath inflamed men vnto 
the loue therof. The wyſe kynge whan 
he dyd teache his ſonne trewe wyldome / 
toke moche moꝛe payne in exhoꝛting hym 
thervnto, than in teachyng hym / as who 
Thoſe de no: ſhulde ſay that to loue wyldom were in a 
ted that of pur maner to haue attayned it. It is a great 
Auer wpnge Pame and rebuke bothe foz lawyers K al⸗ 
ther Neige cb. fo phiſycions, that they haue of a ſet pur⸗ 
faxre ⁊ harde. poſe / and foꝛ the noues / made their arte 


Epyftle, 

and ſcienee full of diffyculty/and harde to 
be attayned oz come by / to thentent that 
bothe their gaynes and auaũtage myght 
be themozeplentyfull/ a their gloꝛy and 
p2ayſe amonge the vnlerned people the 
greater: but it is a moche moze (hamefull 
thyng to do theſame in the philoſophy of 
Lhuſt.But rather cotrary wiſe we ought 
to endeuer our ſelues with all our ſtrengs 
thes to make it fo eaſy as can be / playnt 
to euery man. Moꝛ let not this be our ſtu⸗ 
dy to apere lerned our ſelues / but to alure 
very many to a chꝛiſten mans lyte. Pꝛe⸗ 
——— and oꝛdynaunte is made nowe 

02 warre to be made agaynſt the turkes / 


whiche foz what ſo euer purpoſe it is be⸗ 


= we ought to pꝛape, not that it maye 
etoþp:ofyte of a fewe certayne per⸗ 
ſons / but that it may be to þ comen a ge- 
nexall pfyte ot all men. But what thinke 
pou ſhulde come of it / if to ſuche of them 
as wall be ouercomen (fo2 J do not ſup⸗ 
pole they ſball all be kylled with wea- 


The warre 
aga ynſt the 


pons) we ſhall lay the werkes of Occam - 


Durandus / Duns / Gabꝛiell / Aluaros / oʒ 
any ſuch ſchole men, fo: thentent to bꝛing 
them in mynde to take Chuiſtes pzofeſſion 
bpon them? what ſhall they ymagyn and 
thynke in their myndes (foz ſurely euyn 
they,though they be naught els, aremen 


Eppſtle. 

and haue wyt e reaſone) whan they ſhall 
here thoſe thoꝛny a combꝛous inextricable 
ä ſubtyll ymagynacions of inſtãtes / of ſoꝛ⸗ 
0 malptes / ot quiddites / ot relacion: namely 
fi whan they ſhall ſe theſe great doctours & 
| teachers of religyon & holyneſſe ſo farre 

| The dyſcoꝛde diſagreyng / and of ſo ſondzy opinyons a- 

z rar monge them ſelfe þ often tymes they dil⸗ 
pute # reaſon ſo longe one with another / 

| vntyll they chaũge colour, æ be pale / and 
it reuyle one another ſpytting eche at other 
| | and fynally dealynge buffettes a blowes 
; eche to other. whan they ſhall ſe þ blacke 
| freres fyght e ſkolde fo: their Thomas / a 
i than the gray freres matched with them, 
1 defendyng on other partye their ſubtyle 
i and feruft hote doctours / which they call 


1 ſeraphicos / ſome ſpekyng as reals / ſome 
N as nominals. whan they ſhall alſo ſe the 
WE di; thyng to be of ſo gret diffyculte$ they can 
Y | | | neuer diſcuſſe ſuſtytiẽtly with what wo 


| des they may ſpeke of Chziſt: as though 
1 one dyd deale oꝛ had to do with a way⸗ 
| warde ſpyzit whiche be had reyſed vp vn⸗ 
| to his owne diſtructpon / if he dyd faple 
"Jt neuer ſo lytle in the pzeſcript woꝛd of cd- 
I'S iurpng / a not rather with our moſte mer- 
e cyfull faupour / whiche deſyzeth nothyng 
11 els of vs but a pure lyfe and a ſymple. 
44 I beleche the foz the loue of god ſhew me 


what (bal we bzing aboute with all theſe 
reckenyng{/ſpectally if our maners e out 
lyle be lyke to the pꝛoude doctryne e ler⸗ 


nyng? and if they ſball ſe & well — The 1 ye vied 
amon cQu 5 


our ambycion t deſpꝛouſneſſe of 


by our gozgyouſneſſe / moꝛe thi euer any ſten peopie. 


tyꝛãt dyd vle: our auaryce couetouſneſſe 
by our bꝛibyng —— our lecherouſ⸗ 
nes by the defyling of maydens a wyues 
our cruelnes by thoppꝛeſſions done of vs, 
with what face oz how ſoꝛ ſhame ſhal we 
offre to the the doctryne of Chꝛiſt whiche 
is farre away cotrary to all theſe thynge. 


The beſt way and moſt effectuell to ouer⸗ ih 


what ar: 


come a wyn the turkes/ ſhulde be if they tylery chiefely 
ſhal pceyue$ thyng which Chꝛiſt taught the turk; ought 
andexpzeſſed in his lyutng,to ſbyne in bs. © de overcome 


It they chal percepue þ we do not hyghly 
gape fo; their empyꝛes / do not deſire their 
golde and good / do not couet their poſſeſ⸗ 
ſyon / but that we ſeke nothynge els but 
only their ſoules helth « the gloꝛy ot god. 
This is that right trewe + effectuous di⸗ 
uynite / the which in tyme paſſed ſubdued 
vnto Chꝛiſt arrogit and pꝛoude phyloſo⸗ 
phers / and alſo the myghty a muincible 
pzinc{.And if we thus do / than wal Chili 


euer be pꝛeſent # helpe vs. Foꝛ trewly it is che parte of a 


not mete noꝛ couenient to declare our ſel- 
ues chꝛiſten men by this pꝛofe oꝛ token / if 


chꝛyſten man 
is to ſaue and 


not to dyſtrox. 


Epple. 

we kyll very many / but rather if we laue 
very many: not if we ſẽde thouſdd? ofhe- 
then people to hell / but if we make many 
infydels faythful: not if we truelly curſe & 
excomunycate the / but if we with deuout 
ers # with all our hertes deſyꝛe their 
th, e pꝛay vnto god to ſende th? better 
myndes. Jfthis be not our entent it ſhall 
ſoner come to paſſe þ we ſhall degenerate 
E turne in to turkes our ſelues / than that 
we hal cauſe the to become chztTen men. 
And although p chaſice of warre / whiche 
is euer doutfull a vncertapne / ſhulde fall 

ſo luckely to vs þ we had goten the victo- 

ep / ſo ſhulde it be bought to paſſe that the 

popes dompnion # his cardynals myght 
7 aten be enlarged / but not the kyngdome of 


Lhziſte/ whiche fynally floziſſbeth and ts 
in p2oſperyte/ if faythe, loue, peace, a cha⸗ 
ſtpte be qutcke and ſtronge. whiche thyng 
I truſt ſhalbe bꝛought to paſie by þ good 
goucrnaunce and pꝛouiſpon of the pope 
Leo the tenth / vnleſle the great trouble 
and rage of woꝛldly beſpneſſe plucke htm 
frd his very good purpoſe another wape, 
Lh:fft dothe pzofeſſe to be pꝛimate heed 
bymſelfe in the heuenly kyngdom / which 
neuer dothe floꝛiſſhe but whan celeſtyall 
thing] be aduaunced. Noz Lhaiſt dyd not 
dye foz this purpoſe,that goodes of the 


Ep 
wonlde / that rycheſle / that armure / a the 
reſt of rufflyng faſſyon of þ wozlte, ſhulde 
benowe inthe handes #rule of certayne 
pꝛeeſtes / whiche thynges were wonte to 
be in the handes of the gentiles / oz at the 
leeſt amongeſt lay pꝛinces / not moche dif- 
feryng from gentyles. But in my mynde 
it were þ beſt/befoze we ſhulde ttye with 
them in bataple, to attempte them with 
epyſtels and ſome lytell bookes: but with 
what maner of epyſtels? Not with thꝛet⸗ 
nyng pyſtels, oꝛ with bok{ full of tyꝛaͤnp / 
but with thoſe whiche myght ſhewe fa⸗ 
therly charpte / a reſemble the very herte 
and mynde of Peter and Paule / a whiche 
chulde not onely pꝛetende and ſhewe out- 
wardly the tytle of þ apoſtels / but which 


alſo ſhuld ſauour and taſte ofthe eſfycacy 


and ſtrength of the apoſtels. Not bycauſe 
JF do not knowe that all the trewe foun- 


The dificnltie 


tayne and vayneof Lhuſtes philoſophy ofhefx ceryps 


is hydde in the goſpell and the epyſtels of cure. 
the apoſtels: But the ſtraunge maner of 

lzaſe / and often tymes the troublous 
pekynge of dpuers croked fygures a tro- 
pes be of ſo great diſtyculte / that often ty⸗ 
mes we our ſelfe alſo muſte labour roght 
ſoze,befoze we can percepue them. Tyer⸗ 
foze in myne oppinyon the beſt were that 
ſome, bothe well lerned men and good of 


dut ok the pure fountayne ok:the go 


8 Epyſtle. 

lyuing, ſhuld haue this offyce aſſpned and 
put vnto them / to make a colletyon and 
to gather the ſome of Lhult{ 222 

/ 
and the epyſtels and moſte appꝛoued in⸗ 
terpꝛetours / and ſo playnly, that yet it 
myght beclerkly æ erudyte/ and ſo bꝛeue⸗ 
ly, that it myght alſo be playne. Thoſe 


Che bꝛeuenes thyng{ whiche concerne faythe oz byleue/ 


of Chꝛiſtes 
doctr yne· 


De turkes be 
men. 


let them be contayned in a fete artycles, 
Thole alſo that appertayne to the ma⸗ 
ner of lyuynge, lette them be ſhewed and 
taught in fewe woꝛdes / and that after 
ſuche faſſpon, that they map percepue the 
poke of Chꝛiſte to be pleaſaunt and eaſp / 
and not greuous and paynfull: fo that 
they mape perceyue that they haue goten 
fathers and not tyꝛantes / feders, and not 
robbers, pyllers noꝛ pollers / æ that they 
be called to their ſoule helthe / and not 
compelled to ſeruptude. Undouted they 
alſo be men / neythtr their hertes be ok 
ſo harde pꝛon 02 adamante / but that they 
may be molyfyed and wonne with bene⸗ 
fites and kyndneſſe / wherwith euen very 
wylde beeſtes be woren gentle and tame. 


And the moſte effectuous thynge ts the 


popnteth to thts befyneſſe/ that they no⸗ 


trewe veryte of Chꝛyſte. But lette the 
pope alſo comaunde them whome he ap⸗ 


I make no mencyon of thoſe men, after 


in ſuche great derkeneie, in ſuche great 
great dyuerſpte of mens opyntons / whp⸗ 


5 —— 

ver lwatue noꝛ go from the tretde patron 
and example of Lhziſte/ noz in any place 
haue any reſpecte to the carnall affectes 
and deſpꝛes of men. And ſuche a thynge 
my mynde was aboute to bꝛinge to pa 
as well as J coulde/ whan J made thts 
dooke of Cnchiridion. J dpd ſe the co- The comupts 
men people ofchziſtendome/ not onely in . 
eſtecte / but alſo in optnyons to be coꝛrup⸗ 

ted. J conſydꝛed the moſte parte of thoſe 

whiche pzofelle th? ſelues to be paſtours 

and doctours,to abuſe the tytles of Lhaiſt 

to their pꝛopꝛe aduauntage. And pet wyll 


whoſe wpll and pleaſure the wozlde is 
ruled and tourned vp and downe / whoſe 
byces though they be neuer ſo manyfeſt/ 
a man mape ſcarſely ones wynche. And 


troublous rufflynge of the wozlde, in ſo 


ther ſhulde we rather ſlye fo: ſocour than 
to the very great and ſure anker ol Lhzt- Thefurs 
ſtes doctryne/whiche ts the goſpell? who er. 

beyng a good man in dede, dothe not ſe 
and lamente this meruaplous cozrupte 
wozlte? whan was there euer moꝛe tyꝛaͤ⸗ 
ny? whan dyd auaryce reigne moꝛe large- 
l, and leũſe punyſſhed? whan were cery⸗ 
monyes at any tyme moꝛe in eſtymactom 


| 
» FLU 


\ 


Epyfle. © Y 
han dyd our tniquyte ſolargely flowe 
with moze lyberty? whan was euer cha- 
ryte ſo colde? what is bꝛought / what is 
redde / what is decreed oz detgrinyned,but 
it taſteth and ſauoureth ol ambycion and 
lucre? Dh howe infoztunate were we ik 


Chnde had not lefte ſome ſparkes of his 


doctryne bnto vs/# as it were lyuely and 
euerlaſtynge vapnes of his godly mynte. 
Hereto therfoze we muſt enfozce our ſelfe 


to know theſe ſparkes/ leauyng the coles 


of mens fantaſyes.Let vs ſeke theſe vay- | 


nes vntyll we 
and dygge the groũde meruaylouſly depe 


 fo2 to plucke out rycheſſe / whiche noury(- 


t. Coꝛ in. x. 


See. xvſ. 


{beth vyce: And ſhall we not labour than 
the ryche erthe of Chꝛiſte, to get out that 
thyng whiche is our ſoules helth? There 
was neuer no ſtoꝛme of vyces that dyd ſo 
ouercome and quenche the heate of cha⸗ 


nde freſſhe water whiche 
ſpꝛingeth in to euerlaſtyng lyfe. we delue 


— 


ryte/ but it myght be reſtoꝛed agayne at 
this flynt ſtone. Chꝛiſt is a ſtone / but this 


ſtone hath ſparkes of celeſtyall fyze/ and 


baynes of lyucly water. In tyme paſſed | 


Abꝛaham in euery lande dyd dygge pytt? 


and holes / ſerchynge in euery place the 


vapnes of lpuely water: but thoſe ſame 
beyng ſtopped vp agayne by the phyliſty⸗ 
gene xxyfl. kus with erthe / Ilaac and his ſeruauntes 


ZpyMle. 
dyd delue agayne / and not b onely 
cantent to reſtoꝛe the olde / dyd alſo make 
newe. But than the philiſtians dyd ſcolde 
and chyde / yet he dyd not ceaſe from dyg- 


whiche be wozldly wyſe / and haue they; 
reſpect to erthly thinges:and wꝛynge and 
wꝛaſte goddes doctryne and his goſpel to 
they; carnall affections/makynge it ſerue 
to they: ambicion / bolſtryng vp therwith 
they: fylthy lucre e tyzanny. And yf now 
any Jſaac oꝛ any of his family ſholte dyg 
and fynde ſome trewe and pure vayne / by 
and by they bzable and crye agaynſt hym: 
oe ryght well that that vayne 

all hurte theyꝛ aduauntage/ all hurte 
they: ambycyon/ although it make neuer 
fo moche foꝛ the glozy of Lhzpit:reyght- 
ways they caſt in naughty erth/and with 
& cozrupte interpꝛetacpon, they ſtoppe vp 
the vayne / and dzyue awaye the dygger: 
02 at the leeſt they make it ſo muddy with 
claye a fylthyneſſe:that who ſo euer dꝛyn⸗ 
keth therof, ſhall dꝛawe vnto hym moe 
flyme + naughtyneſſe, than he ſhall good 


lycour, They wyll not haue thoſe whiche viere. q. 


thurſt e deſyꝛe ryghtouſneſſe to dzynke of 
the pure lycour:but they baing ow vnto 
| + 


gynge. And in this our tyme we haue The Philte 
philiſtiaus, whiche do pzeferre the naugh⸗ — 
ty erth to the lyuely foiitayns/euen thoſe 
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moꝛe good to pꝛinces, oꝛ teſerueth moze of 
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_  Epyſſe. 

they; olde woꝛne + al to troden ceſternes/ 
whiche haue bꝛoken ſtones and moꝛter / 
but water they haue none. But yet foꝛ all 
this. the very true chyldꝛen af Jſaac, that 
is, the true woꝛſhyppers of Chꝛyſte, muſt 
not be weryed e dꝛyuen awape from this 
labour:fo2 veryly euen they whiche thꝛuſt 
naughty erthe in to the fountayne of the 
golpell / wolde be counted the very woꝛ⸗ 

yppers of Chꝛyſte. So that in dede nos 
thynge now a dayes is moze peryllous, 
than to teache trewly Chꝛyſtes lernynge. 
So greatly haue the philiſtians puapled, 
fyghtynge foꝛ they erth / pꝛechyng erthly 
thynges foz celeſtyall:and mennes inuen⸗ 
cyons foꝛ gods cõmaundementes: that is 


The marchit; to ſap / not techyng thoſe thynges whiche 


make foꝛ þ glozy of Chꝛiſt / but thoſe thin- 
ges whiche be fo: theyꝛ owne aduaũtage. 
whiche be pardons / compolicions /# ſuche 
lyke pelfare. And this they do ſo moche 
moꝛe peryllouſly,bycauſe they cloke therr 
couetoulneſle with the tytles a names of 
great pꝛynces / of the pope of Rome / ye of 
Lhult alſo hymſelte. But there is no man 
that dothe moꝛe foꝛ the popes p2ofyte oz 
beſpneſle, than he that techeth Lhzyſtes 
lernynge purely x truly/ wherof he ts the 
chefe techer, There is no man that dothe 
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Fpyſtle. 
them, than he whiche endeuereth hymſelf 
that the people may be welthy & in ꝓſpe⸗ 
rite. But ſome ofthe flocke ol ſchole men. 
wyll here ſpene agaynſt me / ſayinge, it is 
eaſy to any man to gyue general pᷣceptes, 
what is to be deſp2ed, and what is to be 
eſchewed: but what (hal be anſwered tha 
to thoſe that aſke counſeyle foꝛ ſo many 
foztunes + chafices?Fy2ſt J anſwere,that 
there be mo dyuers kyndes of ſuche woꝛld 
ly beſyneſſe, than that any lyuyng perſon 
can gyue dyꝛecte and ſure anlwere to eche 


one of them. Secondaryly,there is ſuche make no cer⸗ 
dyuerſite ofcircumſtaunces / whiche pf a tern anſwer to 
man do not knowe / it is not well polly- euer thenges 


ble to make an anſwere. In concluſion, J 
doute greatly, whether they them ſelues 
haue any ſure anſwere, that they may 
make:ſeynge they dyffer in ſo many thyn⸗ 
ges amongeſt them ſelues: And they alſo 
whiche amongeſt them be of the tyler 
ſoꝛte, do not thus anſwere : This ye Mall 
do / this ye ſhall not do / but of this mas 
ner. This in myne opinyon were the bet- 
ter / this J ſuppoſe to be intollerable. But 
pk we haue that le and bꝛyght eye 
whtche the goſpel ſpcketh of/yf the houſe 
of oure mynde haue in it the candell of 
pure faythe, ſet vpon a candelſtycke / all 
theſe tryfles ſhall eaſely be put on 


Thelyghtof 


Epyſtle. 

a(nioyded as it were clotbdes oz myftes. 
It we haue the rule a patrone ot Chꝛiſtes 
arite / to it we may apply c make mete 
all other thynges ryght eaſtly. But what 
wyll ve do whan thts rule dothe not agre 
with thoſe thynges / whiche hath be com⸗ 

munly vſed, ſo many hondꝛeth yeres: and 

which be oꝛdeyned and ſtablyſſhed by the 

lawes of pꝛynces:foꝛ this thyng chaũceth 

very ofte. ye muſt not condempne that 

thynge whiche pꝛynces do, in executynge 

they: offpce/but agayne do not coꝛrupte #& 
derple the heuenly philoſophy with mens 

Cry is the dedes. Let Lhyyſt contynue & abyte/as he 
is in dede/a very centre oꝛ myddle poynte 


t-Cirdes, bumoued / hauyng certapne circles goyng 


rounde aboute hym: moue not the marke 
Che fect of out of his owne place. Thoſe whiche be 
men af the ty the fyzit circle nexte to the centre (that 
uche. ig to ſap nexte to Chꝛyſt) as pteeſtes/byſ 
hops / cardynalles / popes / and ſuche, to 
whome it belongeth to folowe the lambe 
whether ſo euer he ſhall go / let them en⸗ 
bꝛace æ holde faſt that mooſt pure parte /a 
ſo farre foꝛth as they may / let them cõmu 
nycate a plentuouſly gyue the fame vnto 
The ſeconde they nexte neyghbours. In the ſeconde 
A peynces. circle / let all tempoꝛall and ley pꝛinces be / 
which in kepyng warre a making lawes / 
after a certeyn maner do ſeruyce to Chꝛiſt 


dꝛyue away theyꝛ ennemyes / e defende 
mayntayne the publyke peace, and trans 
quilite ofthe cõmune welth: oz els whan 
with punyſſhment accoꝛdyng to 5 lawes / 
they punyſlh malefacours # euyll doers. 
And pet bycauſe they can not choſe but of 
neceſſite be occupyed, and beſyed in ſuche 
thynges as be toyned, with the moſt vyle 
dꝛegges e fylth of the erth/ a with the be⸗ 
ſyneſſe ofthe woꝛlde: it is teopardons leſt 
they fall ſomwhat further of, fr þ centre 
matze / leſt they make ſomtymes warre 
toꝛ they? — — not toꝛ the com 
mune welth:leſt vnder p p2etert of iuſtyce 
they vſe cruelte vpon thoſe, whome they 
myght refozme with mercy: leſt vnder the 
tytle ot loꝛdſbyp they pyll e poll thoſe peo 
ple, whoſe goodes they ought to tefende, 
And moꝛeouer, as Chꝛyſt lyke þ foũtayne 
ok euerlaſtyng ſyꝛe / dothe dꝛawe next vnto 


hym the oꝛdꝛe of pꝛeeſtes / + maketh them The #ffyce 


EpyMe. 
eyther whan with ryghtfull batayle (Hep. 


of 


oflyke nature / that is to ſay/ pure # clene $740 


from all cozrupcyon of wozldly dxegges 
and fylthyneſſe : So in lyke cale, it is the 
offyce ot pꝛeeſtes /a ſpecyally ofþ hygheſt/ 
ſo moche as they can, to call a dꝛawe vn 
to them thole that be pꝛyntes, and haue 
power and authozite. And pf it foztune at 
any tyme, that warre do ryſe 8 in 

iti. 


Auguſtyne. 


Eppſtle. | 
any place / let the byſſhoppes endeuopꝛe 
them ſelues, ſo moche as in them is / ey⸗ 
ther to ende the ſtryues and varyaunces 
without ſhedynge of blode: 02 yf that can 
not be bzought to paſſe / by reaſon of the 
great ſtoꝛmes of woaldly beſyneſſe / pet let 
them ſo do, that as lytell blode as may be 
de ſhedde / and that the warre may ſhoꝛtly 
be bzought to an ende. ¶ In tymes paſt 
the byſchoppes authoztte had place cuen 
in tuſte punyſſhmentes / and hathe goten 
dyuerſe tymes (as ſaynt Auguſtyn plapn⸗ 
ly in his epyſtle dothe teſtyfye) the male⸗ 
factour from the handes of tempoꝛall iud⸗ 
ges. Foz ſome thynges there be ſo necel⸗ 
ſary vnto the oꝛdꝛe of the comune welthe 
that partly pet Chꝛyſte dyd diſſymule at 
them / and partly he put them from hym / 
and partly neyther appꝛouynge noꝛ dila⸗ 
lowyng them, dyd in a maner wynke and 
loke beſpde them. He wolde not knowe 


what thynges the money of Leſar,noz the ſcripture vpõ 
« howfarforth it. The trybute he cõmaũded to be payde 


thev aperta 
to the heedes 


of the ch iche. 


n yf it were due e dette / as though it lytell 


pertayned to hym / ſo that god had his du 
ty. The woman taken and foũde in adul⸗ 
tery, he neyther condẽpned, neyther open 
ly abſolued / but onely dyd bydde her, that 
ſhe ſholde no moꝛe do ſo. Of thoſe whiche 
were codempned of Þylate/ whoſe blode 


Epyſtte. 
he entremyngled amongeſt they ſacryfp= 
tes / he neyther ſayd, it was well done, 
no: euyll / but onely thꝛetened euery man, 
that they ſyglde be punyllhed with a lyne 
deſtructyon, pf they dyd not amende. 
Moꝛe ouer, whan he was deſyzed to de⸗ 
uyde the enherytaũce bytwene þ two bꝛe⸗ 
therne / he playnly refuſed it, as an vnwoz 
thy thig,foz hun to gyue tudgemet ot luch 
groſſe maters / whiche dyd teche thynges 
beuenly. And alſo of the other parte, there 
be certeyn thynges whiche he openly ab⸗ 
hoꝛted / as þ couetous phariſees / the ypo- 


crytes/the pꝛoute ryche folkes/ſaping bn- dhe War 


openip 


to them. wo be vnto you, He neuer rebu⸗ revaked; 


ked the apoſtles moze ſharply than whan 
they wolde haue ben auẽged / oꝛ whi they 
were ambycyous. whan they aſked hym, 
whether they ſholde comaunde fyze to be 
ſent downe fro heuen to burne vp the cite 
from whens they were ſhyt fozth / he an- 
lwered and layd to them. ye knowe not of 
what ſpirit pe are. whã Peter was about 
to call hym vnto þ woꝛlde fro his paſſpon 
ſuſtring / he called him an aduerſary. wha 
they cõtended about 5 pꝛeeminẽce, whiche 
ol them ſholde be þ beſt / how often e how 
manp wapes doth he call them backe to a 


tcõtraty mynde? and other thyng; there be ek rrachers 


whiche he techeth and cõmaũdeth openly eur 


b.uy. 


Epyftie. ; 
tobeobſerued:as not to reſyſt eupll / to do 
good to thyne ennemyes / to vſe mekenes 

d of mynde/ and other lyke. Theſe muſt be 
punces le ves departed in ſonder / a euery gf them ſet in 
ar of the mean gzdze in his owne place. Let vs not thers 
ket of thinses £920 ſtrayght wayes make Lhyyſte an aus 


pꝛynces & tempoꝛall offycers/ noꝛ defende 
it (as we call tt)to be done by gods lawe. 
They deale a meddle with many thinges 
whiche be lowe and groſſe / not all togy⸗ 
der ok the very purenes of a chzyſten man: 
pet they be not to be rebuked, in as moche 
as they be neceſſary to the mayntenaunce 
of 02dze to be obſerued. No2 we be not by 
the myniſtryng ofthey: offyce made good / 
all be it, that by them it ts cauſed, that we 
be leſle euyll / & that they whiche be euyll 
do leſſe hurte and noyaũce to the comune 
welthe. And therfoze they alſo ought to 
haue theyꝛ honour, bycauſe they do ſom- 


blyke a comune tranquillite / without the 

whiche, ſomtyme thoſe thynges be trou⸗ 

bled and vered, whiche belonge to godly 

holyneſſe. They muſt be honoured whan 

they do they: office:and yf ſomtymes they 

viſe they: power foꝛ theyꝛ owne pleaſure 

ui ru ers O pꝛofyte / yet peraduenture it were the 
ve fuffred belt to ſuſtre them / leeſt moze hurte ſholde 


«our of all thynges whiche be done by 


what ſerue the tuſtyce of god, and the pu⸗ 
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ſpꝛyng therof: foz there appereth an yena- 
,02 rather a ſhadowe of the diuyne tu⸗ 

ce in them / whiche iuſtyce pet ought to 
ſhyne moze euptently, and moꝛe purely in 
the lyuyng a lawes of pꝛeeſtes. An pmage 
dothe of an other maner ſhewe in a myꝛ⸗ 


rour of glaſſe, than it doth in yzon. And in The d 
the thyꝛde circle muſt all the comune peos . | 


ple be, as the mooſt — — ok all this 
woꝛlde: but not yet ſo groſſe, but that they 
ptayne vnto the miſtycal body of Lhzyſt: 
fo; the eyen be not onely membꝛes ot the 
body / but alſo the legges/the fete,and the 
pꝛeuy partes. And thoſe whiche be in the 
thyꝛde circle, we ought ſo to ſuffre in then 
intyꝛmptye / that as moche as is poſſpble, 
we do call them vnto thoſe thynges whi⸗ 
che be moꝛe appꝛoued of Chꝛyſte. Foz in 
the myſtycall bodp, he that but late was 
the fote, may be the eye. And lyke as the 
pꝛyntes, yt᷑ they be not all þ beſt / muſt not 
with chydyng be exaſperate / leſt (as ſaynt 
Auguſtyne ſaythe) whan they be moued, 


they ſtyꝛre vp moꝛe peryllous tragedyes / Tpe werke 
ſo þ weyke people, lpke as Chꝛyſte ſuffred mu befor 
his apoſtles, and nouryſſhed them / muſte bone. 


de ſuffred / and after a fatherly maner che⸗ 
ryſſhed, vntyll they were moꝛe aged, and 
firdge in Chꝛyſt. Foꝛ godlyneſſe alſo hath 
his inkaͤcie / it hath meane age / it bath full 


age of vnto hym / and ſo moche as he can, tour⸗ 


Epyſtle. 
firengthe and perfyte age. yet all men af 
ter they? degre muſt endeuopꝛe them telte 
to attayne & come vnto Chꝛyſte. The ele⸗ 
mentes haue cuery one his pꝛopꝛe place / 
but the fyꝛe whiche hath the higheſt place 
by lytell and lytell dzaweth all the other 


I element in neth them in to his nature. The clere 


to another. 


water, he tourneth in to the ayꝛe / and the 
apꝛe clatyfped, he tranſfourmeth in to his 
owne nature. Saynt Paule dothe in ma⸗ 
ny thynges ſufire and pardon the Coꝛyn⸗ 
thyans/ but in the meane ſeaſon puttyng 
differente bytwene thoſe thynges whiche 
he dyd p2ofer in the name of his lozde, 
vnto them that were perfyte / and thoſe 
thynges Whiche he dyd parton,that were 
wꝛytten in his owne name, vnto them 
that were yet weyke # ponge in Chꝛyſte: 
but euer on this truſt, that they ſholde 
pofyte and go foꝛwarde to moꝛe ſlrength 
and perfectyon. And alſo he trauaplleth 
agayne, to bꝛynge foꝛth the Balathyans 
vntyll Chꝛyſte be faſſyoned in them. 

Now pf any man wpll thynke thts cyꝛ⸗ 
cle to be moꝛe conuenyent foꝛ pꝛynces / 
wyll not ftryue greatly with hym. But 
what ſo euer is without the thyꝛde cp2cle, 
is at all tymes, and im all poyntes to be 
Hated, and refuſed: as ambypcyon,and de⸗ 
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tyꝛe of money / lechery / ire / vengeaunte / 
enuy/backbytyng / and ſuche other peſty⸗ a 
lences / whiche than onely be made incu⸗ | 
rable / whan they diſguyſed with the viſer 
and cloke of holyneſſe æ vertue do crepe in 
to the cyꝛcle atoꝛe ſpoken: that is / whan 
vnder the pꝛeterte ot executynge the lawe 
and iuſtyce, we vſe our tyꝛanny. whan by 
the occaſpon of relygyon, we pꝛouyde foꝛ 
great lucre. whan vnder the tytle of de- 
fendyng the churche, we hunte foꝛ woꝛld⸗ 
ly power, and authozyte: and whan ſo 
euer thoſe thynges be commaunded, as Th, mae 
thynges ptaynynge vnto Chꝛpſt / whiche may not be 
be diſagrepnge moche from his lernynge. chaunged. 
Thertoꝛe, the marke muſte be ſet befoze 
euery man, whiche they ought to ſbote 
at: and there is but one marke / whiche 
is Chꝛyſte, and his mooſt pure lernynge. 

If thou ſette foꝛth a woꝛldly marke, in 
the ſtede of a celeſtyall marke / than ſhall 
there be nothyng whervnto a man ought 
iuſtly enfoꝛce hym ſelfe / whiche labou⸗ 
reth to pzofyte and go foꝛwarde. Euery 
man ought to enfozce hym lelfe, to that 
whiche is beſt, and mooſt perfpte/ that at I muſt labour 
the leeſt, we may attayne and come to to perfytuciſe. 
the meane thynges. And there is no cauſe 
why we ſholde put awaye any kynde, 
N maner- of lyuynge from this marke. 


Epyſtie, | 
The perfection of Chꝛpſt confaſteth onely 
in the aſtectes / a not i the maner oz kynde 
oflyuynge: it conſyſteth in the myndes / 
not tn the garmentes / 0z iy meates and 
dzynkes. There be amonge the monkes 
whiche be ſcarſe able to be put tn Þ thyꝛde 


circle / and yet J ſpeke of thoſe whiche be 


good / but yet weyke,+not perfyte. There 
be amongeſt theſe that haue had two wp 
ues, whiche Chꝛyſte thynketh wozthy fox 
the firſt circle. Noz yet in the meane tyme 
J do no wzonge to any maner oflyupng, 
oz pꝛofeſſpon / though J pꝛopone, and ſet 
koꝛth afoze euety man, that thyng whiche 
ts beſt, and mooſt pkyte: Dneles ye wolde 
thynke Plato to haue done iniury againſt 
all citees / bicauſe in his boke of the gouer 
nynge ofa cite, oꝛ a comune welth / he fap- 
ned ſuche example of a comune welth / as 
yet neuer any man coude ſe.Oꝛ excepte pe 


do thynke that Quintilian hath hurt the 


hole oꝛdꝛe of oꝛatours / bycauſe he fayned 
ſuche an example of an oꝛatour, as pet ne⸗ 
uer was. And though thou be farre from 
the pꝛincypall and chefe patron Chꝛpſte / 
thou art not pet thertoꝛe caſt awape / but 
extymulate a moued to go foꝛwarde and 
pzofpte.Art thou nere the marke? than art 
thou monyſſhed & counſepled to appꝛoche 
moze nere: foz there was neuer yet any 
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| yſtle. 
man fhat bent —— fozward / but that 
he might haue gone moche moꝛe nere the 
marke. There is no kynde of lyuyng, but 
it hathe ſome peryllous popntes annexed 
vnto it / to cauſe men to degenerate from 
the truth. And who lo euer ſheweth thoſe 
feopardous c daungerous poyntes / dothe 
not derogate oꝛ mynpſſhe the honour of 
the oꝛdꝛe / noꝛ ſpeke agaynſt it / but rather 
is foz the pꝛotyte therof. As the felicite of 


The comune 
vyces of 


pꝛynces, is in daunger to fall in to * pꝛynces. 


nye, is in daũger + ieopardy of folyſſhnes 
and flatering. Now who ſo euer ſheweth 
thoſe daungers to be eſchewed/dothe de⸗ 
ſerue thankes of the oꝛdꝛe ol pꝛynces. Hoꝛ 
he dothe not ſpeke agaynſt theyꝛ maieſty / 
wherin they gloꝛpe / whiche dothe ſhewe 
in what thynges theyꝛ very maieſty dothe 
conſyſte / whiche alſo dothe put them in 
temembꝛaũce, wherto they were [wozne, 
whan they toke they: authozite : what is 
they: dutye vnto theyꝛ people / and what 
they ought to do bnto they? officers. The 


des 


heedes and rulers of the churche, haue in and other. 


à a maner affynite with two peſtylent vy⸗ 


ces / auaryce. and ambycyon: whiche well 


pceyuynge ſapnt Peter, the chefe paſtout petri. 


nerte vnto Lhzyſte / dothe monyſlhe the 
byſhoppes to fede theyz flocke / and not 
to pyll, poll, and flep them: Noz that they 


Epyſtle. | 
Holde not fete them, bycauſe ot any fylthy 
aduauntage / but ot theyꝛ free and redy 
wyll: noꝛ that they ſholde vſe them ſelfe 
as loꝛdes vpon them / but that by the er⸗ 
ample of lpte, they ſholde pꝛouoke them 
to godlyneſſe, rather than by thꝛetenynge 
and power. Dothe he than ſpeke agaynſt 
the oꝛdꝛe of pꝛeeſtes, whiche dothe ewe 
by what meanes, and how the byſſhops 
may trewly be great, myghty, and ryche? 


To which yy: Moꝛe oucr,the kynde of relygyous men, 
ces the cõmune ig accompanped mooſt comuniy (beſpdes 


ſotte of mõ 
de pꝛone. 


A ſentence. 


A ſentence. 


other eno2mpytees) with ſuperſticyon, pꝛy⸗ 
de, ppocryſpe, and backbytyng. He dothe 
not ſtreyght codempne they: maner of ly⸗ 
uynge / whiche dothe ſhewe c admonyſſhe 
them, in what thynges mooſt trewe rely⸗ 
gyon dothe ſtande, oz reſt:and how moche 
the trewe godlyneſſe ofa chi{ten man, is 
awape from pzyde: and how fart: trewe 
charite is from all faynynge anb d'iſceyte: 
how moche backbytyng and ſclat:nvzng 
and venymouſneſſe of tonge, is contrary 


to pure and trewe holyneſſe. And ſpecpal⸗ 


Iy,yfhe ewe what is to be eſchewed, al 
ter ſuche ſob2e and diſcrete maner, that he 
do neyther name any man, noꝛ touche any 
92dze, what thynge is that in this moꝛ⸗ 
tall lyfe ſo foꝛtunate and pꝛoſperous, but 
tt hathe ſome peſtylent thynges annexed 
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EpyMe. 
bnto ft? Therfoze,lyke as he dofhe not 
noye the helthe of the body,but helpeth 
it, who ſo euer ſheweth what thynges 
coꝛrupteth helthe, and what thynges pꝛe⸗ 
ſerueth it: ſo he dothe not dillwade men 
from religyon / but exhoꝛteth them rather 
bnto it / whiche ſheweth the coꝛruptous 
_ os =_ 22 — 

02 Jam enfourmed, that there be dy⸗ ; 
uerſe whiche ſo tudgeth ofthis boke, as — Ul 
though the pꝛeceptes therof, dyd with - 
dꝛawe and tourne away mennes myndes 
from the Iyfe of relygyous men, bycauſe 
they do not ſo moche pꝛapſe and alowe 
ceremonyes, neyther yet mannes conſty= 
tucyons, as ſome wolde: whiche tn dede 
ouer moche regarde them, And there can 
de nothynge ſo ctrcumſpecly ſpoken, but 
that theroflewde and euyll perſones do- 
ne _ — — 28. el —— 

02 elles of ſynnynge: So that it is daun⸗ FAS 
gerfull now a dayes to any man to teche came tone 
any thynge well. If a man ſholde dif action of lewde 


{wade frome ſuche warre and bataple, perſons. 


whiche nowe of longe tyme hathe ben 
bled, worſe than was euer any amon⸗ 
geſt the gentyles, foꝛ thynges of no va⸗ 
lure / he ſholde be noted by and by of the 
pykequarelles, to be one of thoſe whiche 
thynken, that po warre is lawfull to: 


Epyffle. 
a en man. Foz theſe whiche were 
the bzyngers vp and auctours of thts ſens 
tence / we haue made heretykes / bycauſe 
a pope / I wote not who / dothe ſeme to 
appꝛoue and alowe warte. And pet he is 
not ſuſpected noꝛ noted of hereſp / whiche 


. dothe pzouoke and ſtyꝛre vp men to da⸗ 


tayle / and bloweth the trumpet thervnto 
toꝛ euery tryfelynge mater / agaynſt the 


. tvetryne bothe of Chꝛyſt æ othis apoſtles. 


Af a man admonyſſhe, that this is a dede 
trewly belongynge to the ſucceſſour ot an 
apoſtle, to bꝛynge the turkes vnto religiõ 
with Chꝛyſtes helpe / rather than with 
warte: anone he is ſuſpected, as thougg 
he aſfyꝛmed not to be lawfull foꝛ chwſten 
men to withſtande the turkes / whan they 


Ponerte, knuade vs. If a man ſhewe e p2ayle the 


temperaũtce that was in the apoſtles / and 
eke any thynge agaynft the greate ſup« | 
uyte that is vſed now adayes / there be 
that note hym foꝛ a fauourer ofthe Ebio⸗ 
nytes. And pk a man erhozte dfligently/ 
that theſe which be marped / holde rather 
be ſopned togyder by the coſentes e agre⸗ 
ge of theyꝛ myndes / than by the enbꝛa⸗ 
nges of they: bodyes / e ſo purely to vſe 
matrymony/that as moche as myght de, 
it were made lyke to virgintte:he is anone 
luſpected to thynke that euerp acte of ma⸗ 
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ppflle. 

trymom were . and bnlatdfull/ as 
the dyd. It a man do admos 
—— exercyſe and dtfputacyons, 
ſpecpally of dyuyntte, there ſholde be no 
ambicious 
lowe, in d ge his owne optnyons/ 
noꝛ no ainbicyon to ſhewe what they can 
w_ in comune places:he is wzongtully ac- 

cuſed,as though he dyd — vtterly 
all ſchole lernynge. Foz ſaynt Auguſtyne 
whan he gyueth warnynge to the logy⸗ 

cyens,that they ſwolde be ware of luſt to 
tanls and chyde / dothe not condempne 
logpke / but ſheweth the peſtylence ther⸗ 
of, that it myght be eſchewed. Alſo pt a 
man note, oꝛ repꝛoue the oſterous 6 
wꝛonge tudgemeẽt of the comune people / 
whiche amonge vertues, eſteme thole to 
be of mooſt great valure a cheteſt / whiche 
be ol the loweſt ſoꝛte: and contrary, whi⸗ 
the alſo Monge vyces mooſt ſoze ateth 
and abhozreth thoſe whiche be the ſmal- 
leſt lyghteft, and clene cam / whan they 
be mooſt abhomtnable e greuous. Anone 
he is accuſed, as though be ſholde fanour 
thole vices 222 he ſheweth to be moꝛe 
aue anden and as though he 

e condempne thoſe good dedes and 
benefytes, to whome he pꝛeferreth other 
moꝛe holy and better. as as” ax 


tynacy to ouertõme his te 


vertues — 


V 

monyſſhe and gyue vs warnynge / that tt 
— __ — to —— good — — 

ardons. o truſt to the popes pardon / yet he do 
Þ not foxſothe codempne 5 popes patdons / 
but pꝛeferreth that, whiche by Chꝛyſtes 
lernynge a docteyne, & ofmoze certeynte. 
Alfo yfa man do teche thoſe foz to do bet⸗ 
ter whiche taty at home, and pzoupde foꝛ 
They whiche they} wyke and chyldzen / than thole whi- 
ſem do no gret che go to ſe Rome, Hieruſalem, oz ſaynt 
thynge, ames:a that money whiche they ſholde 
ende in that longe a peryllous tournep, 
to be better æ moꝛe deuoutly ſpente vpon 
pooꝛe folkes / yet cotempneth not he their 
good entent / but pzeferreth that whiche 
is moꝛe nere to very godlyneſſe. And this 
is a thynge, not onely vſed now in our 
tyme, but alſo in tymes here tofoze paſt: to 
abhoꝛre ſome vices,as though there were 
none other / fawnynge vpon the reſt, as 
they were no vyces at all / whan in very 
dede, they be moꝛe deteſtable, than thoſe 
Oneiy voluptu Whtche we ſo hate e abhozre. Saynt Au- 
onineſſe is ab: guſtyne dothe complayne in his epyſtles, 
— in ſacer that laſctutouſneſſe of the fleſſhe, is onely 
imputed vnto the pꝛeeſtes of Affryke as a 
byce / and that the vyce of couetouſneſſe, 
and dꝛonkenneſſe be taken well nygh foz 
a pꝛayſe. This ſpecpally we ſpeke mooſt 
agapnſtand cryc out vpon, and exagerate 


K „** —_ 


r V ²˙»-- ̃ -w »— ic ttc iAw&ca ˙ Voc... .- n 


SNN ASN A 


A * 


Eppſtle. 
fo2 an exceding 2 kacke / yk one 
touche the dody of Chꝛyſte with the ſame 
bides; wherwith he hath touched the bo 
dy of an harlot. And be ſome ouer ra 
png bolde, that be not afrayde openly to 
| e, that it is leſſe ſynne foz a woman 
to compytte carnal acte with a bzute beeſt, 
than to lye with a pꝛeeſt. Nowe he that 
ſomthynge rebuketh theyz vnſhamefaſts 


| nes / dothe not therfoze fauour the naugh 


tynelle of pꝛeeſtes / but ſheweth that they 
regatde not thoſe offences, whiche be a 
greate deale moze to be cryed out vpon. 


ler, al vnlerned, dʒꝛowned and wꝛapped in 
tempozall beſpneſſe, all gyuen to the cuyll 

ce ot euyll pzynces : pet agaynſt hym 
they crye nothynge at all, whiche all togy 
der woꝛldly, and polluted / dothe handle 
and entremeddle with holy myſterpes. 


whan a pꝛeeſt is a flaterer,oz a pyke qua⸗ A ſacerdote 
ell / whiche with his bytter tongue, and prke quarett; 


e lyes,dothe hurte the names ofthoſe 
whiche neuer offended hym / but rather 
bathe done hym pleaſures / why do we 
not now crye out? Oh what an hozryble 

ne is this, to receyue thy loꝛde god / 

iche ſutfred his paſſyon foꝛ ſynners, 
that tongue whiche is full of pops 

fon of hell / E with that mouth wherwith 
| t. ij. 


But if a pzeeſt be a dycer, a kyghter,a bꝛau = facerdote bi 
nga dycer og 


Spyſtie. i 
thou kylleſt 6 ſleeſt an innocent? But this 
euyll and vngracpouſneſſe we ſet fo lytell 
by, that in a maner thoſe men are euen 
p2ayſed foz it / whiche pꝛoteſſe them ſelues 
to be the mooſt relygpous amongeſl rely 
gyous men. There is no mi that denyeth 
but they be to be repꝛehended a ſoze rebu⸗ 
ked/ whiche nouryſlhe and kepe at home 
coctbynes/to the euyll example of all the 
comune people: but yet theſe other euyll 
vices.be moze hateful to god. Noz he toth 
therfoze ſay that butter is naught, which 
ſayth that hony ts better, and moze to be 

referred : Noz yet dothe not appꝛoue the 
euer, that counſepleth the phzeneſy moze 
to be auoyded. And it is harde to tell 4 ex⸗ 
pꝛeſſe. how great infection of maners and 
diſpoſicpon, dothe ſpꝛynge of theſe puerſe 


Certa xn this; & wzonge tudgementes. There be dyuers 


haue 
outwarde 
of 


an 
cw 


godl yneſſe · 


thynges now a dapes receyued in to the 
oꝛdꝛe ot vertues / whiche rather haue the 
vyſer and apparaunce of godlyneſſe, than 
the nature and ſtrength ok it: in ſo moche 
that oncles we loke well vnto them, and 
take good hede of them, they do quenche 
and vtterly deſtroye vertue. If it had ben 
but a lytell peſtylence of religyon, whiche 
tn ceremon yes dothe lye cauered / Paule 
wold neuer ſo ſharply haue ſpokt᷑ againſt 
them in al his epyſtles. And yet do not we 
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eondempne in 
bemoderatly 


not ſuffre, S aynt Augultyne dyd ꝓhibyte A nue or ſarnt 


thoſe of the clergye, whiche were in houſe 


file. 


ceremonyes,that 


Epy 
lace 
oblerued/but that all holy⸗ 
neſſe (hold be aſcrybed vnto them / we can ue. 


Ceremon 
be of — 


Auguſt yne. 


with hym, to vle any notable veſture / but 


efthey wolde be comended of the people / 
that they hold rather bzinge that to paſſe 
by they: maners e bertuous lyuyng, than 
by any ſondzy faſſion ot rapmtt. But now 
a dapes it is a woꝛlde foz to ſe what newe 


and wonderful faſſions of apparayle and 


beſture there be. But yet J 


ſpeke not a- 


gaynſt that: but this J meruaple of/that 


thoſe thynges are 


ryght be 


| ouer moche regarted 

and ſet by / whiche peradufture myght by 
| repꝛehended. And agayne that 
thoſe thyng; be ſo lytell regarded / whiche 


we ſholde onely beholde and regarde. J do 
not rayle agaynſt the grey freres # blacke 


monkes,that they make moche of they 


owne rule / but bycauſe certayne ofthem 
tegarde moꝛe they: owne rules, than they 


do the goſpell: whiche thyng Wold to god 


were not toũde in the moſt parte ofthem. 
I do not ſpeke agaynſt this / that ſome 


eate fyſlhe/ ſome lyue with herbes / other 


with egges / but J admonyſſhe thoſe to 


erre,+to be farre out ot the waye / whiche 
wyll ol theſe thynges tuſtifye ou ſelues 


The rules 
of men. 


— 


| | Epyllle. 
dee 
ues /and pꝛeterrynge 
ſelues to other, fo2 ſuche tryfles of mẽnes 
fnuencyon / and take it fo}no defaute at 
all,to hurte an other mannes good name 


Dynerf7!e with falle lyes, Of the dyuerlite of meate 
ene anddzynke,Lhzyſt neuer cõmaunded any 


thyng / noꝛ the apoſtles: But Paule often 
tymes dyd dillwade vs from it. Lhzyſte 
curſeth bytter ſclaundꝛynge / whiche alſo 
all the apoſtles dothe deteſt and abhozre: 
and yet that not withftandynge, we wyll 
appere teligyous i ſuche vſing of meates / 
and in hurtynge menes fame, we be bolde 
and hardy. J pꝛape pou, thynke you that 
he, whiche dothe admonyſſhe theſe bothe 
in generall, not touchynge any man / and 
alſo louyngly/dothe hurte religyon? who 
is ſo madde, that he wolde be accompted 
eloquent, ſoꝛ ſhewynge and bꝛyngynge to 
Batches vyces that belongen to mokes? 

ut theſe peraduenture feare, leeſt they 
couentes # bzetherne, wolde be leſſe obe⸗ 
dpent / #leeſt alſo there wolde not ſo ma- 
ny deſpꝛe to be ſhauen in to theyꝛ oꝛdꝛe. 

t veryly, no man is moꝛe obedyent to 
bis heed, than he whiche enſpyzed with 
the holy gooſt, is free and at liberte. True 
and very charite, taketh all thynges well 
tn woꝛthe / e ſuffreth all thynges / refuſeth 
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Epyſlle. 

nothynge / is obedyent vnto rulers / not 
onely to thoſe that be ſobre and gentyll/ 
but alſo to thoſe that be tbarpe 4 rough. 
But pet rulers muſt be wyſe of thts, that The iner yet 
they do not tourne the obedience of other — 7 . 
men, in to theyꝛ owne tyzanny / and that 

they had leuer therfoze to haue tht ſupſti⸗ 

cious, than holy a vertuous / wherby they 

myght be moze obedpent at euerp becke. 
They haue pleaſure to be called fathers: 
but what carnall father is there, ß wolde 
haue his chyldꝛen euer tnfantes & ponge, 
bycauſe he might vſe his power vpon the 
at his owne pleaſute? And of the other 
parte / all thoſe that purpoſe to pꝛofyte in 
the liberte ol Chypſte / or this they muſt be 
ware / leeſt as ſapnt Paule dothe admo⸗ 
nyſlthe, they make they? liberte a cloke oz 
couer to they; carnall lyuing. Oz as ſaynt 
Peter techeth / with they? liberte, they 
make a couer & a cloke to malyciouſneſle. 
And de it, that one oꝛ two do abuſe this li 
berte / pet it is not right fozthWith, that al 
other thcrfoze ſholde be euer kepte in ſup⸗ 
ſtictouſnes t bondage of ceremony es, lpke 
vnto þ iewes. and who ſoeuer wyl marke 
it / hall perccyue that amongeſt theſe rely 
gyous men, no man cauſeth ñᷣceremomes 
to be moze ſtraytly obſerued, than they, 
whiche vnder the pzeceptes 22 be as 


Wath. xi. 


wherby it ts cauſed that nothyng is ſo vn 
reaſonable,but diners æ many wyl loue E 
teſp2e it / although their ſelues ought mo⸗ 
re to deſpꝛe that they had true pfeſſours of 
religion, rather than many. But wolde to 
god that it were puyded & oꝛdeyned by a 
lawe,thatno man ſhold be taken inſuche 
ſnares afoze he were.xrrr.yeres of age / be⸗ 
koze he ſomthing knewe hi ſelte, oꝛ knewe 
what the nature & vertue oftrue religyon 
is. But theſe whiche lyke vnto the pharrs 
ſees, doynge they: owne belyneſſe / a ꝓuy⸗ 
dyng foz theyꝛ owne ꝓfyte, wander about 
to make nouyſſes bothe by ſee and lande, 
ſhall neuer fayle of yonge men lackyng ex 
perit᷑ce, whome they may alure in to their 
veples ꝭ nettes / æ alſo deceyue. There be a 
great nombꝛe of tooles and ſymple ſoules 
in euery place. But J deſyꝛe euen with all 
my herte / and J doubte not but ſo do all 
that be very good men / that the relygyon 


ok goſpell myght beſo pleaſaũt to euery 


man, that they beyng cõtented ther with / 
ſholde not deſyꝛe the relygyon of blacke 
monkes oꝛ grey freres. And J doubte not 
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them ſelues. Woyſes dyd reiopce that his vac teten 
owne honour was defaced and dymmed ry of 
with the glozyof Chꝛyſt:æ ſo ſholde thoſe 
other be glad / yr foz the loue of Chꝛyſtes 
lawe, we ſet nothynge by mannes conſti- 
tucyds. I wolde that all chziſten men dyd 
ſolpue / that theſe whiche now be called 
onely religyous/ ſholde appere lytell reli⸗ 
ous / whiche thyng euen at this daye is 
trewth, e that in many: foz why ſholde 
diſſymule that thynge that ts ſo many⸗ 
And pet in the olde the begyn- The fit be: 
nyng of the monaſtical lyfe, was nothing — . — 
els but a goyng aſpde in to a ſecrete place me.. 
r the cruelneſſe ot pdolaters. And anone 
after the maner of lyuynge of relygyous 
men whiche folowed them, was nothyng 
els but a refozmacyon #callyng agayn to 
Chꝛyſte: foꝛ the courtes of pꝛynces in the 
olde tyme, ſhewed e declared they: chꝛiſts⸗ 
wm in their tytles, rather than in they: ly 
uyng. The byſſhoppes anone after, were 
coꝛrupt with ambicyon couetouſneſſe: g 
the comune people alſo faynted & woren 
colde, from that charite, whiche was in 
the pzimytpue churche : and foꝛ this pur 
poſe dyd ſaynt Benet ſcke a ſolytary lyte / 
and than after hym Barnard/s after that 
dyuerſe other dyd aſlocpate them ſelucs 


—_—_ 


—— —— — _ —— — — — 


2 


_ — _—__ ͤ — —ͤ]— 2 — 


togyder / fo 1 onelp / that they 
myght vſe the pure & ſymple lyte of chꝛy⸗ 

1 — _ —— —— 
| when an and caremonyes dyd 
—— * encreale / their trewe godlyneſſe and lym⸗ 
came. pleneſſe dyd abbate and decreaſe. And 
now although we ſe men of relygyon to 

be ouermoche out of good oꝛdꝛe / and to 

vſe maners lyke vnto gentyles/ yet is the 

woꝛlde fylled with newe inſtitucions and 

kyndes ofreligyon/ as though they ſholde 

not fall to the ſame poynt here after, that 

other haue done akoze them. In tymes 

paſſed (as I ſayd) a relygyous lyfe was 
nothynge but a ſolytary lyfe. And now 
wonkes molt theſe be called religious, which be al togy 
wo. lu f. der dꝛowned in woꝛldly beſyneſſe / vſynge 
playnly certayne tyzanny in woztdly ma⸗ 

ters, And pet theſe, fo: theyꝛ apparayle a 

tytle (J can not tell what) doth chalenge 

fuche holyneſſe to them ſelues / that they 

accompte all other in compariſon no chꝛi⸗ 

ſten men at al. why do we make ſo ſtrayte 

and narowe Lhzyſtes relygyon, whiche 

he wolde haue ſo large? It we be moued 

Acrte ia with magnyfycall and hyghe termes / J 
= mans: pꝛape you, what thynge elles is a Lytye 


but a greate monaſtery? Monkes be obe⸗ 
dyent to they; abbot and gouernoures / 
the cytezpns obey the byſſhoppes and cu⸗ 


f —_ 
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rates / whome Chꝛyũ hym ſelfe made ru⸗ 


lers, and not the authoztte of man. The 
monkes lyue in ydleneſſe / and be fedde of 
other mennes liberalite / poſſeſſynge that 
amongeſt them ſelfe in comune, whiche 
72 neuer laboured oz ſwet foꝛ (yet ſpeke 


nothynge of them that be vycpous). 
The cytezyns beſtowe that whiche they 
haue goten with they? greate labour and 


trauaple, to them that haue nede / euery 
man as he is of habylite and power. 


Now as concernynge the vowe ok chaſti⸗ 
— 4 — not be bolde to eſſe what 
difference is betwyrte the religyous man 
bnmaryed/ and the chaſte matrymonp of 
the other. And to be ſhoꝛte / he ſhall not 
beray greatly lacke thoſe the vowes of 
mannes inuencyon / that dothe kepe and 
obſerue purely and ſpncerely that fyꝛſte 
onely vowe, whiche we all, ſolempnely 
make vnto Lhzyſte / and not vnto man/ 
whan we receyue our baptyſme. And pk 
we compare thoſe that be eupll of one 
kynde / with thoſe that be euyll ofthe o⸗ 
ther / without doubte the tempoꝛall men 
be moche better. But if we compare thoſe 
whiche be good or one ſoꝛte / with thoſe 
that be good of the other, there is lytell 
difference, yf there be any at all: ſauynge 
that thoſe appere to be moze relygyous 


Obedyece/ pos 
uverty/ 0 


Epyflle. 
lll | whiche kepe they; relygyon edntye wir 
1 o leſſe coactton. The reſt ts therfoze,that no 
© man folyſſhly ſtande in his owne coceyte, 
neyther foꝛ his dyuerſite oflyuyng from 
other men / noꝛ deſpyſe oꝛ condempne the 
6 rule 02 oꝛdꝛe of other mennes lyuing. But 
2 in euerp kynde of lyupnge, let this be our 
xte ought - comune ſtudy/ that euery man accozdyng 
dereptoued. t his power, endeuoy2e hym ſelfe to at⸗ 
tayne vnto the marke of Lhzyſte/ whiche 
is ſet open to al men / and that euery man 
do exhoꝛte other to it / æ alſo helpe other / 
. nepther enuyenge them that ouer ronne 
vs in this courſe / noꝛ diſdaynynge them 
that be wepke, and can not yet ouer take 
he cofyacnce vs. In concluſion, whan euery man hath 
in our ſelfes is ne that he can, let hym not be lyke vnto 
mooſt perny- the phatiſey / whome the goſpell maketh 
00s, mencpon ot / whiche dothe boſte his good 
dedes vnto god, ſaping. J faſt twyſe in the 
weke / J pape all my tythes, æ ſuche foꝛth. 
But after Lhaiſtes coſiſeyle,let him ſpeke 
from the herte, and to hymſelfe / and not 
to other, ſayinge: J am an vnpzofytable 
ſeruaunt / ſoꝛ J haue done no moze than 
1A ought to do. There is no man that bet⸗ 
ter truſteth / than he that ſo dyſtruſteth. 
There is no man further from true rely⸗ 
gyon/ than he that thynketh hym ſelte to 
be very relygyous . Noz Chꝛpſtes godlys 
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neſle, is neuer at wozſe poynt/than han 
that thyng, whiche is woꝛldly, is wzithen 
vnto Chꝛpſt / and the authoztte of man. is 
pzeferred vntq the authonte of god. we 
muſt all hange ot that heed, xf we wyll be 
true chꝛyſtẽ men. Moꝛe ouer, who ſo euer 
is obedyent to a man, whiche dothe per⸗ 
lwade # call hym vnto Chꝛpſte / he is obe- 
dyent vnto Chꝛyſte / and not vnto man. 
And who ſo euer doth tollerate and ſuffre 
thoſe men whiche be ſubtyle, cruell, and 
ymperpous / teachyng that thyng whiche 
maketh not fo religyon/ but foꝛ theyꝛ ty⸗ 
rannye: he vſeth the pacyence mete foꝛ a 
chꝛiſten man/ſo that theſe thyng{ whiche 
they cõmaũde, be not vtterly wycked and 
contrary to Chꝛyſtes doctryne: foz than it 
ſhall be conuement to haue that anſwere 
ot thapoſtles at hande: we muſt rather be 
obedtent vnto god, than to any man. But 
we haue longe ago paſſed the meaſure # 
quantite of an epyſtle/ſo greatly the tyme 
dilceyueth vs / whyles'we comon z talke 
mooſt pleaſauntly with our well beloued 
frende. This boke is (ent vnto you tn Fro 
bentus pꝛynte, as though it were newe 
bozne agapne / moche moꝛe oꝛnate, # bets 
ter cozrected, than it was befoꝛe. J haut 
put vnto it certayne fragmentes of myne 
olde ſtudp in tymes paſſed, Me thought 


how farre 
lates — 1 
obered. 


Eppſtle. 
it mooſt conuenyent todedycate this edi⸗ 
cyon (ſuche as it is) vnto you / that who 
ſo euer ſball take any pꝛeceptes to lyue 
well, of Eraſmus, fholte haue an example 
redy at hande of our father Uolzius. Our 
loꝛde pzeſcrue you good father / the ho⸗ 
nour and woꝛſhyp of all religion. J pzaye 


you counſeyle Sapidus / that he be wyſe, 


that is, that he go fozth as he hath be- 
gon:+to wynphelingus ye ſhall ſpcke al- 
lo / that he pzepare al his armure, to ſyght 
ſhoztly witht e turkes / foz as moche as 
he hath kepte warre longe ynough with 


kepers of concubynes. And J haue great 


hope and truſt to ſe hym ones a by 
and to ryde vpon a mule / and to be let 
bygh in honour, with a myter and croſſe. 
But in erneft, I pꝛaye you comaunde me 
hertely bothe vnto them and vnto Bu- 
ſerus, and the reſt of my frendes : and 
in your deuoute pꝛapers made to 
god, I pzaye pou tremembꝛe 
Eralmus/and pzay foꝛ his 
ſoules helth,At Baſple 
the euen ofthe AE 
ſumpcyon of 
our Lady / 
in the pere ot our lozde god 
M.LLLLL. 
and.xviij. - 
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Enchirxidion. 
CAcoinpendyous treatyſe ofthe 
ſowdyour of Chꝛyſt/called En- 
 Chiridiog. Whiche Eralmus 
ok Koterdame wꝛote vnto 
a certayne courtyer/a 

- freadeofhis. 


— Bou haſt deſyzed me with fer⸗ 
uent ſtudy ſyngular beloued bzo 
ther tn Chꝛp / that A Solde de⸗ 
&$<&Yy(crybe foz the compendpouſtp /a. 
certepn craft of vertuous lyuig/by whoſe 
helpe thou myghteſt attayne a vertuous 
mynde / accoꝛdyng to a true chzyſten man, 
Foz; thou ſapſt, that thou art,s haft ben, a 
greate whyle wery of the paſtyme of the 
courte: and doeſt copaſſe in thy mynde,by egypt beton 
what meanes thou myghteſt eſcape egipt-k«cvctt in 
with all her bothe vyces a pleaſures /t be {#rurns- 
pꝛepared happely with the capteyn Moy che unde 
ſes, vnto the tourney of vertue. The moe of pom 
loue the / the gladder J am or this —— ſron (1gnye 
holy a purpofe: which J truſt(pe with- fe- v 
out our helpe) he that bath vouched ſafe 
to ſtyʒe it vp in the / hal make pſpcrous,s 
bzynge td good eite. Hotwithſtandynge 
dle A very gladly,+ wpllyngly acco- 
ed thy delpꝛe, partly — thou art 


Lapko pꝛimo. 

ſo greate a frende ot᷑ myne / partly alſo by⸗ 
cauſe thou requyzeſt ſo charttable thynge. 
Now enfozce thy ſelfe, and do thyne en⸗ 
deuoyꝛe / that neyther thou mayſt ſeme to 
haue deſyꝛed my ſeruyte e důtye in vapne: 
neyther J to haue ſatyſfyed thy mynde 
without any frupte. ye let vs bothe tndif- 
ferently beſeche the benygne ſpirpte of Je 
ſu/ that he bothe put holſome thynges in 
my mynde, whyle J wzyte: and make the 
ſame to the of trengthe and effycacye, 


¶ we muſt watche + loke aboute vs euer 
moꝛe, whyle we be in this lyfce. Lapko.f. 


He firſt poynt is / we mult nedes 


ipke 
| of WJ ypfke of moꝛtall men, is nothynge 
2 me but a certeyn ꝑpetuall exerciſe of 
a wartare / waͤtre: as Job wytn a warryour ꝓ⸗ 
(272.39 ned ta 5 vttermoſt, a neuer ouercome. And 
that the moſt parte of men, be ouermoche 
The compa decepued / whole myndes this woꝛlde as a 
racyoof the tugler holdeth occupyed with deltcyous e 
wgter 


to a flateryng pleaſures/Whiche alſo departig 
fro warre, as though they had conquered 
all they: ennempes / make holydap out of 
Peace peace / ſeaſon/s gyue tht᷑ſelfe to reſt out of tyme / 


— eren. none otherwyſe trulp, than in a very aſſu- 


haue in mynde cötinually, tbat 5 


red peace. It is a meruaplous theng to be 
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holde, bow without care # circũſpectiõ we 
lyue / how ydeclly we ſlepe / now vpon the 

one ſyde / a now vpon þ other / wha with- 

out ceaſyng me are deſeged with ſo great 

a nobze of armed vices / ſought &hfited foz 

with ſo great craft/inuaded dayly with ſo 

great lyeng awayt.1Behold over thy herd Pevers ene! 
wycked deuyls that neuer ſlepe/ but kepe N7eofrom 
watche foz our deſtruction/armed againſt 

bs with a thouſand deceites / with a thou- 

ſand craftes ofnoyſaiſices/ whiche enfozce 

fro on hygh to wounde our myndes with 

wepõös bzcning e dipped in deedly poyſon, 

than the which wepos neythcr Hercules 

no: Cephalꝰ had euer a ſurer datte / except 

they be recepued with þ ſure a impenetra⸗ 

e ſhelde of fayth. Thi agayn on þryght — 
hand,e on the left hand / afoze a behynde, at bande. 
this woꝛlde ſtryueth againſt vs / which aff 
the laping ot laint John, is ſet al on vice a 
myſchete. and thefoze is to Lhayſte, bothe 
2trary & hated. Nepther is it one maner of 
fyght. Foz ſomtyme with gbnes ofaduer- 
ſite / as one ragynge with open warre/he 
Waketh the walles of the ſoule : Hötyme 
with great pmeſſes (but yet moſt vayne) 
he ꝓuoketh to treaſon:⁊ ſõtyme by vnder⸗ 
mining de ſteleth on vs vnware, to catche 
bs among the ydle and caretes men. Laſt 


 Lapfo.f. 
ſyntt bzeker of peace, father of vnquietnes / 
otherwhyles hyd in the grene graſſe, lur⸗ 
kyng in his caues, wꝛapped togyder in an 
hodzed toũde rolles, ce ot to watche 
e lye in a wayte bynethe in the hele of our 
womã / whome he ones poyſoned. By the 
womã is vnderſtande the carnall parte of 
a man / otherwyſe called ſenſualite. — 
is our Eue, by whom 5 molt crafty ſerpẽt 
fyeth affecs dothe entyce 4 dꝛawe our myndes to moꝛ⸗ 
a tall e deedly pleaſures, And furthermoze, 
as though it were but a tryfle,Þ ſo great a 
copany ofennempyes ſholte aſſawte vs on 
euery lyde: we bere about with vs, where 
ſo euer we go, in the very ſecrete partes of 
the mynde, an ennempe nerer than one of 
acqueyntaiice/02 one of houtholte. And as 
nothynge is moꝛe inwarde / ſo nothyng is 
ge erth'y moze peryllous. This is the olde + exthly 
ambeto Adam / which by acaueyntaũce © cuſtoma 
keneth ap- ble familiarite, is moꝛe nere to vs thi a ci⸗ 
Perot tezyn / e is in al maner ſtudyes a paliymes 
t eo vs moꝛe cõtrarp, than any moztal enne 
my: whom thou canſt kepe of with no bul 
warke / neyther is it lawfull to expell hym 
out of thy pautlyon, This felowe muſt be 
watched with an hodzed eyes / leeſt pauen 
ture he ſet open the caſtel oz cite of god, foz 
deupls to entre in, Heynge therfoze we be 
vexed with lo fereful 6 cruel warre/ that 
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we haue to do oz ſteyne with fo many en 
nempes / whiche haue conſpyꝛed #\wome 
gur deth / whiche be ſo beſp / ſo appoynted / 
C falſe 4 expent: Dught not we mad men 
on the other ſyde to arme our ſelfe/+ take 
our wepons in our hides to kepe watche 
n ut we as 
Sade were at teſt and peace, 
faſt that we rowte agayne/# gyue 
po phdp hin bed topl eas the 
— — ꝓuerbe is / gyue our myndes to re 
yng e makyng good chere / as though 
were a fe 2 
— as the grekes bled / Enot warfare. 
Foz in the ſtede of tentes & pauylyons,we 
tumble + walter in our beddes: and in the 
coir ok ſallets — * be crow 
e e lloures, bathed in 
amaſke + roſe 4 ſmoked in pom⸗ 
maunders & with muſkballes / chaũgyng 
9582 of warre with ryot & ydelnes/ # in 
e ſtede of wepons belongyng to warre 
we handle and take vnto vs the vnhardy 
harpe / as who ſay, this peace were not of 
all warres mooſt ſhamefull.Foz who fo 
euer is at one with vices / hath bzoken the 
truce made bytwene him e god, in tyme of 
baptyſme.And thou oh madde man cryeſt 
peace peace / wh thou haſt god thyne en⸗ 
nemp / whiche onely is peace, a 4 — 


Laplopztmo. 
ofpeace / a he hymſelte with open mouth 
—— —— by ß mouth 20 his pꝛo 
here is no / ſaping. there is no peace to ſynners 
peacerowic 92 wicked perſones, which loue not god. 
ꝑſones . And there is none other codicyon of peace 
With hym, excepte that we (as longe as 
we warre i the foztreſle of this body) with 
deedly hate, 6 Wtth al dur might, kepe ba⸗ 
taple a fyght agaynſt vyces. Foz yf we be 
at one with them / we (bal haue hym, wht 
che onelp, beyng our frende, map make vs. 
blyſſed / and beynge our foo, map deſtroye 
vs / our double ennemy. bothe bycauſe we 
ſtande on their ſyde, whiche onely can ne⸗ 
uer agre with god (oz how can lyght and 
darknes agree) a alſo bycauſe we as 
mooſt vnkynde, abyde not by the ꝓmeſſe 
that we mate to him / a wickedly bzeke the 
appoputment whiche was made with ꝓ⸗ 
* teſtacyon and holy ceremonyes. Oh thou 
Bavtyſme we chꝛyſten man, remembꝛeſt thou not whan 
pꝛofeſſe with thou were pꝛofeſſed a conſecrate with the 
proteſtacionto holy myſterpes of þ foũtayne of lyte / how 
gr be Han thou boundeſk thy ſelfe to be a fapthfull 
dard of chꝛiſt. ſowdpour vnto thy captapne Lhzyſte: to 
whome thou owelt thy lyfe twyſe/ bothe 
bycauſc he gaue it the / e alſo bycauſe he 
reſtoꝛed it agayne to the / to whome thou 
oweſt moꝛe tha thou art able to pape? £6 
meth it not to thy mynde, how wha thou 


«& _ 


Capi 

Were bounde with — ſacramentes, as 
with holy gyſtes / thou were lwoꝛne with 
woꝛdes foz the nones, to take the parte of 
ſo courteys an Emperour / and that thou 
dydeſt curſe and banne thyne owne heed / 
deſyzynge vengeaunce to fall vpon thyne 
owne ſelte / yt thou dydeſt not abyde by 
thy pꝛomeſſe? Foz what entent was the 
ſygne ofthe croſſe pzinted in thy fozeheed, 
but that as long as thou lyueft,thou hol 


deſt fyght vnder his ſtandarde? Foz what Badges? 


entent were thou anoynted with his ho- 


ip ople / but that thou foꝛ euer oldeſt 


w2aſfle and fyght agaynſt vyces? what 
Game, and how great abomynacyon is it 
accounted with all men, yf a man fozſake 
his kynge, oz chefe lozde? why ſetteſt thou 

＋· by thy capteyn Lhzyt? ney⸗ 
ther kepte downe with the feare of hym/ 
ſeynge he is god / noz refraynynge fo2 the 
loue of hym / ſeynge foz thy ſake he was 
made man? pe e ſeynge thou vſurpeſt his 


name, thou oughteſt to remembze what Thename of 
thon haſt pzomyſed hym. why departeſt Guse 


to put vs in re⸗ 


= 


thou awape from hym lyke a falſe for menvraunce. 


ſwome man / and goeſt vnto thyne en⸗ 
nempe / frome whenſe he ones redemed 
the, with the raunſome of his pꝛecyous 
blode? why doeſt thou ſo ofte a renegate 


warre s fyght vnder the ſtandarde of his 


Nui , 


The guenden 


ſo euer labout remayneth?how lytel they 


aduerſaty?With be — thou 
to ſet vp c6trary baners againſt thy king. 
whiche 2 thy ſake beſtowed his owne 
ie? who ſo euer is not on his part / as he 
faith himſelf Luc.xj,ſtadeth againſt hym, 
And hey gadereth not with him, ſcatereth 
abꝛode. Thou warreſt not onely with fyl- 
thy tytle oꝛ quarell/ but alſo foꝛ a myſera- 
ble rewarde. wylt thou heare who fo euer 
thou be,p art a ſeruaũt 0z ſoudyour to the 
woꝛlde / what ſhalbe thy mede?Paule the 
ſtandarde berer in the warre ol Chꝛiſt an⸗ 
ſwereth ÿ. The rewarte(ſaith he) of ſynne 
is deth. And who wold take vpon hym to 
fight in a iuſt + an honeſt cauſe, yt he wert 
ſure to dye but bodyly onely: #thou fyghs 
teſt in a wꝛonge e alſo a fylthy quarell, to 
obtapne foꝛ 4 rewarde, the dethe of thy 
ſoule. In thele mad warres whiche man 
maketh agaynſt man/epther thzugh beeſt 
ly furye / oz thuugh wzetched e myſerable 
neceſſite / ſeeſt thou not, vt at any tyme the 
greatnes of þ pꝛape ꝓmyſed, oꝛ hoped foꝛ / 
02 cõtoꝛte of the captayne / oꝛ the crueines 
of the ennempes / oꝛ ſhame of cowardnes 
caſt in they: tethes / oꝛ in cocluſyon,yf de⸗ 
ſyꝛe of pꝛayſe hath pꝛycked « ſtered vp the 
ſowdyours myndes: with what courage, 
t how luſty tomackes they fynyſſh, what 
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Lapko pztmo, 
- they lyues?with how great fyerf 
ep renne vpon they; ennemyes: wel 


che thoſe w2etched men go about to gete, 
with ſo great teopardtes ediligfce? which 
is nothig els, but to haue pꝛayſe ofa wꝛet 
ched mi they? capteyn / a that they myght 
be glozyfyed with a rude a homely ſonge / 
ſuche as are vſed to be made in þ tyme of 
warre / to haue happely their names wzy- 
ten in a harpers betrroll, to gete a garlãde 
ot graſſe,. oꝛ oken leues / oꝛ at the mooſt, to 
bzyng home a lytel moze vaũtage, oz wyn 


nyng with them. we on þ other lyde clene 
contrary, be kendled neyther with ſhame 


noz hope of rew ard / z yet he beholteth vs 
whyle we fyght, $ ſhall quyte our payne, 


.pfwe wynne the felde. But what reward 


fozth chete ruler ot our game, foz 


— wynne the mayſtry: veryly not mu 
les, as Achylles dyd in Bomere / not tripo 


das / that is to ſap / meate boꝛdes with. ii. 


fete / as Eneas dyd in Uirgil: but ſuche as 
the eye neuer ſawe / ne ÿ eare neuer herde, 
neyther coude ſynke in to the hert or man. 
And theſe rewardes he gyueth in ÿ meane 
ſeaſõ to his ( whyles they be yet fyghting) 


as ſolaces , thing; to cofo2t them in their 
labours + trauayles. And what aftward? 


is him that may go foꝛmeſt? and beſeche 
da dre 


Capto pzimo. 

tertes bliſſed imoztalite.howbett | games 
ofſpozte/as renynge,w2aſtlyng © lepyng, 
in whiche the chefeſt parte of rewarde, is 
ple: cuen they which be puercom/haue 
pkewyſe theyz rewardes aſſygned vnto 
them. But our mater is tryed with great 
and doutfull peryll/ neyther we fyght foz 
p:ayſe,but foz lyfe. And as reward of moſt 
valure is ſet befoze hym that quiteth hym 
ſelfe mooſt manfully:ſo payne moſt terry 
ble is appoynted fo2 bpm þ gyueth backe. 
Heuen ts pꝛompſed to hym that fyghteth 
luſtelp. And why is not the quick courage 
ofa gentyli ſtomacke enflamed with the 
hope ot ſo bleſſed a rewarde: namely wh 
be pꝛompſeth / whiche as he can not dye / 
euen ſo he can not decepue. Al thynges be 
done in the ſyght ot god, whiche al thyng? 
beholdeth: we haue al the company of he⸗ 
uen beholders of our coflict?And how are 
we not moued at the leſtway euen foz ve⸗ 
ty ſhameꝛ He ſhall pzayſe our vertue a dt- 
ligẽce / ot whome to be lauded is very felt⸗ 
cite. why ſeke we not this pꝛayſe / ye with 
the loſſe of our lyues? It is a cotpardfull 
mynde ñ wyl be quickened with no maner 
ot reward. The veryeſt hertles coward tn 
the woꝛlde / koꝛ feare ofperyls oft tyme ta⸗ 
keth courage to hym. And in wozldlp bas 
taples, though thyne aduerſary be neuer 
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Cap pzimo, 

ſo cruell/yet rageth he but on thy goodes 
body onely. what moze than that coude 
cruell Achilles do to Hectoꝛ: But here the 
immoztall parte ot the, is aſſawted : + thy 
carkas is not 0zawen aboute the ſepulcre 
as Hectozs was: but thy body & ſoule ate 
togyther caſt downe in to hell, There the 
ron calamite oꝛ hurt 1s, that a ſwoꝛde 
all ſeparate the ſoule frõ the body: here 
is taken fro thy ſoule þ lyfe / which is god 
hym ſelfe, Jt is natural foꝛ þ body to dye: 
whiche yt no man kyll / yet muſt it nedely 
But thy ſoule to dye, is extreme my⸗ 
erp. with how great cautel voyde we the 
woñũdes of the body / with how great dili⸗ 
gence cure we them / e ſet we ſo litel of the 
woñũdes ofthe ſoule? Our hertes aryſeth a 
grudgeth at the remembzaunce of deth of 
the body, as at a terryble oz outragyous 
thing, bycauſe it is ſeen with bodily eyen. 

The ſoule to dye, bycauſe no man 


fewe byleueth / therkoꝛe very fewe feare it. 


And pet is thts deth moze cruell, than the 
other: Euen as noche as the ſoule paſ⸗ 
ſeth the body/and god excelleth the ſoule, 
C wylte thou that J ſhewe the certayne 
coniectures, examples, oꝛ tokens, wherby 
thou mayſt perceyue the ſycknes e deth of 


Ach ynes ewe 
vector. 


dethof 
the body es 


l terry⸗ 
blerthe deld 
X of the ſoule 
is not per: 


ceyucd. 


the ſoule ? Thy ſtomacke dygeſteth yll / it The token of o 
kepeth no meate;thou ꝑcepucſt by and by cycke ſoule. 


thy body fo be out of temper. And bzeade 

is not ſonaturall meate foꝛ thy body / as 
the woꝛde or god is meate foꝛ thy foule. yf 
that ſeme bitter / yr thy mynde ryſe againſt 
tt / — 5 thou pet, but the mouth 
of thy ſoule is out of taſte / æ infected with 
ſome diſeaſe.yfthy memoꝛp, the ſtomacke 
ok thy ſoule,kepe not þ lernynge of god / yt 
by cdtynull meditacts thou digeſteſt not / 
yk whãa it is digeſted / thou ſenteſt it not to 
al partes by CIOS haſt an euy⸗ 
dent tokf that thy ſoule is acraſed. whan 
thy knees foꝛ wepknes bowe bnder the / 
moche woꝛke to dꝛawe thy lymmes after 
the / thou ꝑceyueſt playnly thy body to be 
euyll at eaſe. And doeſt thou not perceyue 
the ſycknes of thy ſoule / whã he grudgeth 
and is weyke #faynt to all dedes of pite / 
whan he hath no ſtrengthe to ſure pacy⸗ 
ently, the leeſt rebuke in the woꝛlde / x ts 
froubled,# angry with the loſſe of a halt 
peny. After that the ſyght is departed fro 
the eyes / e the eares ceaſe to heare. After 
that all the body hath loſt his felynge: no 
man douteth than, but the ſoule ts depars 
ted. whan the eyes ofthy herte be waren 
dym/i ſo moche that thou cant not ſe the 
moſt clereſt light / whiche is trouth. whan 
thou heareſt not with thy inwarde eares 
the voyce of god. whãa thou lackeſt all thy 
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bas in the ſepulcre of ſtomak,fro whens 


Laplo pꝛimo. | 
mwarde felyng a pcepuyng of the knot»: 
lege of god / thynkeſt thou that thy ſoule 


is alyue? Thou ſeeſt thy bzother vngood⸗ 


ly entreated/thy mynde is nothynge mo⸗ 
ued / ſo thy mater be in good cale. why fe⸗ 
teth thy ſoule nothynge here? Certaynly 
bycauſe he is deed. why deed? bycauſe her 
lyfe is awape / whiche is god. Foz veryly 
where god is / ther is chatite, loue, a cdᷣpaſ 
ſpon of thy neyghbour:foz god is that cha 
rite. Fo: yt thou were a quycke membꝛe / 
how coute any part of thy body ake / thou 
not ſoꝛowyng / no not ones felyng oz pcep 
uyng it. Take a moꝛe eutdet token. Thou 
haſt deceyued thy frende / thou haſt comyt 
ted adulterp, thy ſoule hath caught a deed 
ly woũde / and yet it greueth the not / in ſo 
moche that thou ioyeſt, as it were of gret 
wynnynge / a boſteſt thy ſelte, ot᷑ that thou 
Gamefully haſt cõmptted: byleue ſurely 
that thy ſoule lyeth deed. Thy — is not 
alyue,yf he kele not the pꝛycking of a pyn. 
And is thy ſoule alyue whiche lacketh the 
felyng ot ſo great a woũde? Thou heareſt 
ſome man vle lewde e pꝛeſumptuous cõ⸗ 
munpcacpon / woꝛdes of backbytyng / vn⸗ 
chaſte e fylthy / ragyng furyouſly agaynſt 
bis neyghbour:thynke not ſoule of that 
man to be alyue. There lpeth a rotten car 


god is1yfe f 
of the age 


el 
reer 


expire 
mẽ be 
temples of the holy gooſt. And lewde mennes bodyes be 


holy gooſt. 


Ahe body is 
the bur yal oꝛ 
graue. 


Capſd pꝛimo. 
ſuche ſtenche aryleth, and inlecteth cuery 
man that cometh nygh. Chꝛpſt called the 
pharyſces paynted lepulcres. wh ſo? by- 
cauſe thep bare deed _ aboute with 
them. And kyng Dad the pphete ſayth. 
they: thꝛote is a lepulcre wyde open / they 
ſpake deceytfully with theyꝛ tonges. The 
bod pes of holy people be the tfples ot the 


the ſepulcres of deed copſes / that the in⸗ 
terpꝛetacions of the gramaryens to them 
myght well be applyed Soma quaſi Sts 
ma. it is called a body, bycauſe it is the bu 
rpall / that is to ſap, the graue ofthe ſoule. 
The bꝛeſt is the ſepulcre / the mouth e the 
thote is the gapyng ofthe ſepulcre / a the 
body deſtytute of the ſoule, is not ſo deed 
as — — the is — ok al⸗ 
my god / neythet any coꝛpſe 

in the noſe of man ſo ſoꝛe / as 2 — 
ofa ſoule durped.iiij.dapes, oſtendeth the 
noſe ot god and all fayntes, Therfoze con 
clude / whan ſo euer deed woꝛdes pꝛocede 
out ot᷑ thy herte / tf muſt nedes be, that a 
deed corpſe lyeth buryed within. Foz whi 
(accoꝛdyng to the goſpell) the mouth ſpe⸗ 
keth of the haboundaunce of the hert / no 
doubte he wolde ſpeke the lyuely woꝛdes 
of god / p there were lyte pꝛeſent / that is 
to ſopte, god. In an other place of the gol 
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Lapfo pꝛimo. 
pell / the diſciples ſaye to Cheyſt. Mayſter 
whether hall we go / thou haſt Þ woꝛdes 
oflyfe? why ſo J pzaye the / the woꝛdes of 
lyfe ? Certaynlp, foz bycauſe they ſpꝛonge 
out of that ſoult, frõ whome the godheie, 
whiche reſtozed vs agayn to lyfe imoztal, 
neuer departed ſo moche as one moment. 

The philycyan eaſeth thy body ſomtyme 

whã thou art diſeaſed. Good t holy men 

ſomtymes haue called Þ body deed, to lyfe 

agayn. But a deed ſaule, nothing but god 

onely, of his free & ſyngular power reſto⸗ 

rech to lyfe agayn / ye and he reſtoꝛeth her 

not agayne, yf ſhe beyng deed, haue ones 

fo:ſaken the body. Moꝛe ouer, of the bo⸗ 

dyly deth, is the felyng lytel, oz none at al. 

But ofthe ſoule is the feling eternal. And 

though alſo the ſoule in that caſe. be moze 

than deed/ yct as touchynge the felyng of 

eternal deth, ſhe is euer immoꝛtall. Ther⸗ 

foze,ſeynge we muſt nedes fyght with ſo 

ſtraũge e meruatlous ieopardy / what dul 

nes, what neclygence, what folyſſhnes is 

that ot our inynde / whome fere of ſo great | 

myſchete ſhacpeneth not? And agapn on ß wanx eanſes 
trary parte, there is no cauſe wherfoze, wer — — 

eyther the greatnes of peryll, 02 elles the de of gd cons 

multytude, the violence, the ſubtyltpe of foꝛte /i to haue 

thyne aduerſaryes, (bolde abate the cou- confrdence. 

rage of mynde. It cometh to thy mynde 


Lapfo pztmo. | 
how greuous an aduerſary thou haſt, Be 
membꝛe alſo on the other {yde, how pſent 
bow redy at hante thou haſt helpe and ſo⸗ 
cour. Agapuſt the, be innumcrable / ye but 
be that taketh thy parte / hymſeit alone is 
moꝛe ot power, than all they. yfgod be on 
our ſyde / what mater is it who be agaynſt 
vs. pt he ſtay the / who ſhall caſt þ downe. 
But thou muſt be enflamed in al thy hert 
and bꝛenne in feruct deſyze of victozy. Let 
it come to thy remebraũce, that thou ſtry= 


Our cnemy Ueſt not / noꝛ haſt nat to do with a frehe 
was oucr: ſowdyour e a newe aduerſarp / but with 
com many hym that was many peres ago diſcofited, 


re. ouerthzowen,ſpoyled,and ledde captyue, 
in triumphe of vs / but than in Lhzyſt our 

heed / by whoſe myght no doubte, he ſhall 

be ſubdued agayne in vs alſo. Take hede 

therfoze that thou be a mebꝛe ofthe body, 

and thou ſhalt be able to do al thynges in 

the power of heed, In thy ſeite thou art 

Ho man ie very Werke / in hym thou art valpaunt 1. 
ſtronge n nothynge is there, that thou art not able 
: — to do. wherfoze the ende of our warre, is 
*** not doutfull / bycauſe the victozy depẽdeth 

not offoztune-but is put holly in hades 

of god / a by hym in our handes. No ma is 

here that hath not ouercõme / but he that 

wolde not. The benignite of our ꝓtectour 

neuer fapled man. It thou take hede to 


| 
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2M Lapfo.if. 
anſwere and to do thy patte agayn / thou 
art ſure of the victozy:foz he ſhal tyght fox 
the / and his liberalite (ball be imputed to 
the foz meryte. Thou muſt thike hym all 
togyder foꝛ the bictoꝛp / whiche fyꝛſt of all 
hymſelte alone beyng immaculate / pure a 
clenefrom ſynne / oppꝛeſled the tyzanny of 
ſynne. But this vicozy ſhal not cde with⸗ 
out thyne owne diligence alſo/foz he that 
ſayd / haue confydence,J haue ouercomen 
the woꝛlde / wold haue the to be ofa good 
cd koꝛt / but not carel es æ necligtt. On this 
maner in concluſpon, in his ſtrength / g by 
bym we (ball ouercome, if by his enſam⸗ 
ple we ſhall fyght as he fought: wherkoꝛe 
thou muſte ſo kepe a meane courſe / as it 


| 16s 
were bytwene Scilla, æ Lharibdis/ that — — — 
in the ſec of cen 


wt 
careleſſe # recheleſſe / neyther yet ſo myſ Cher — 


wh yꝛlepole ny 


neythet truſtyng to moche, e bearyng the 
ouer bolde vpon the grace of god, thou be 


truſtyng in thy ſelte / feared with the ditti⸗ 
tulties of the warte / do caſt from the cou⸗ the 
rage / boldneſſe oz cofydence of mpnde to⸗ 
gyder with harneys and wepons alſo. 


¶ Ot the wepons to be vled in the 
warre of a chyſten man. Ca. ij. 


A I ſuppoſe that nothynge ptey- 
-A.neth ſo moche tothe 3 of 


Ac 
a ed 
neuer ceaſe 
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this waere as that thou ſurely knotÞ and 
pzeſently haue recozded,# erercyſed in thy 
mynde alwape, with what kynde of ar 
mure 0} wepðs thou oughteſt to fyght / 6 
agapnſt what enempes thou muſt encoũ⸗ 
ter a (uſt, M oꝛe ouer that thy wepons be 
alway redy at hande / leeſt thyne ſo ſubs 
tyle an enemp = take the lleper a vns 
armed. In theſe woꝛldly wartes a man 
map be often tymes at reſt / as in the depe 
of the wynter / oz tn tyme of truce: but we 
as longe as we kepe warre in this body / 
map departe from our harneys,+ wepons 
no ceaſon / no not( as 5 ſapeng is) one tyn⸗ 
ger bzede. we muſt euer ſtande afoze the 
tentes # make watche / foz out aduerſary 
is neuer pdle: but whã he is moſt calme 6 
Qtyll/ whan he fapneth to flee oz to make 
truce/euen than moſt of al he ymagyneth 
gyle: a thou haſt neuet moꝛe nede to kepe 
watche than wha he maketh coũtenaũce 
oꝛ ſemblaunce of peace. Thou haſt neuet 
leſſe nede to feare / than whã he aſſaulte 
the with op? warte. Thertoꝛe let thy 
care be, that thy mynde be not vnarmed. 
we arme our body bycauſe we wold haue 
no nede to feare the dagger oz pꝛiuy mur⸗ 
derer of the thefe. Shall we not arme our 
mynde lykewile / that he might be in ſaus⸗ 
garde? Hur enempes be armed to diſtrope 
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8 . 
bs / dothe it greue vs to take our wepons 
ok deffce ÿ we peryſſbe not? They watche 

to kyll / ſhall nat we watche to be out of 
daſiger? But ofthe armure wepons of a 
chziſten man, we ſhall make ſpecyal men⸗ 

tion whan we come to the places conue- he. vij. noc 
nyt᷑t. In meane ceaſon, to ſpeke bzeuely ons mhabyted 
who o euer wyl aſſayle with bataple the — — 
leuen nacyõs that be called / Cananet / Ce fon, piomyted 
thei / amoꝛrei / Pherezei / Gergezei / Euei / to Ubraham # 
and Jebuzei / ß is to ſap / who fo euer wyl dis offpryngey 
take vpon hym to fyght agaynſt the hole 

booſt of vices / ot᷑ the which ſeuen be coun 
ted as chete capitaynes / muſt ꝓuyde hym 

of two ſpecyall wepons / pꝛaper æ knows p aver e 
lege / otherwyſe called lernynge. Paule ebene 
wolde we ſhulde be euer armed / whiche fe armour of 6 


byddeth vs pꝛay cotinually without op. ran mans 


Pꝛapyer pure and perfyte lyfteth vp thyne 
aſtectyon to heuen/a toure beyonte thyne 
enempes reache. Lernynge oꝛ knowlege 
fenſeth oz armeth the mynde with holſom 
pꝛeceptes # honeſt opinyons/and putteth 
the euer in remẽbꝛaunce of vertue / ſo that 
neyther can be lackyng to ÿ other, Theſe 
twayne cleueth ſo togydet lyke frendes / 
the one euer requyzing the others helpe: 
The one maketh interceſſpon # pzayeth. 
The other ſheweth what is to be deſpꝛed. 
and what thou oughtelt to 2 pꝛay 


The ſones of 
zebedet be Ja: 
mes the moe / 


Euangarit 


Caplło. ij. 5 
kernẽtip / cas James exhoꝛteth vs) with⸗ 
out doutyng oz myſtruftyng, tapth # hope 
bꝛingeth to paſſe. To pꝛay in the name of 
Jeſu / whiche is nothyng els but to deſpꝛe 
thinges holſom foz thy ſomle helth onelp / 
lernyng oꝛ toctryne techeth the. Said not 
Chꝛiſt to the ſonnes of zebedet pe knowe 
not what pe aſke? But pꝛaper verily is the 
moe excellẽt / as ſhe that comuneth a tals 
keth famyliarly with almyghty god. yet 
fo2 all that is doctryne no leſſe neceſſary, 
And J can not tell, whether thou fledde 
from Egypt, myghteſt without great ieo⸗ 
pardy comyt thylelfe to ſo long a tourney 
ſo harte and full of diſtyculte / without the 
capteyns Aard + Moyſes. Aaron whiche 


had his hades lyfted vp to heuen / whiche 
whan he let downe / the ilraclites had the 
woꝛſe. Thou happely whan thou pzayeſt 
coſyd2eſt only, how moche of thy pſalmes 
thou haſt mombled vp / a thynkeſt moche 
bablyng to be the ſtrength, and vertue of 


Sa 


nan 


* 
* 


* 


W 


aer ou. 
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pꝛaper:whiche ts chefely the byce ofthem 
whiche(as infantes)cleue to the lytterall 
ſence / e are not pet growen vp to the rype 
neſſe of the ſpyzite. But here what Chꝛiſt 
techeth vs in Mathewe / ſayeng. whan ye 
pꝛay ſpeke nat moche / as the ethneys and 
gentyles do / foꝛ they thynke their pꝛapers 
to be accepted bycauſe of moche bablyng. 
Countertapte them not therfoze/fo2 your 
father knoweth wherof pe haue nede be- 
foze ye deſpꝛe it of hym. And Paule to the 
Loztnthes diſpyſeth.x.thouſante woꝛdes 
babled with mouthe / in cõpatiſon offyue, 
ſpoken in knowlege. Moyſes opened not 
his lyppes / and pet god ſayd to hym: why 
cryeſt thou ſo to me. It is not the noyſe of 
thy lyppes / but the ent delpꝛe of thy 
mynde / whiche (as it were a very ſhyꝛle 
vbopce) beateth the cares of god. Let this 
therfoze be a cuſtomable thynge with the 
that as ſoone as thyne enempe aryſeth 
agaynſt the / and the vyces whiche thou 
haſt foꝛſaken trouble the / thou than with pte 1s not ta⸗ 
out taryeng with ſure cofydence and truſt ne foꝛ cõpatiõ / 
lyfte vp thy mynde to heuen / from whence but fo: the ho⸗ 
helpe (hall come to the / a thyder alſo lyfte 19s * wo: 


vp thy handes. The ſureſt thynge or all is nde. 


to be occupyed in dedes of pytie / that thy rue oꝛ loue oꝛ⸗ 

dedes may be referred and applyed / not to g — * 

woꝛldly beſynes/but vnto Du det leeſt dene ** 
tif, 


£aplo.if. 
thou wuldeſt diſpyſe the helpe of knotv< 
lege / conſyder one thynge.Befoze tyme it 
was ynough foz the iſraelytes to flee and 
eſcape from their enempes but they were 
neuer ſo bolde as to pzouoke the Amala⸗ 
chytes / and to trye with them hande foz 
hate, betoꝛe they were refreſſhed with ma 
wins is a ho- na from heuen / æ water rennynge out of 
nr dewe wher: the harde rocke. The noble warryour Da 
with ihe 2 utd retreſſhed and made ſtrong with theſe 
Gere el al r cates/ ſet naught by the hole hoolt of his 
res / æit is ys: aduerſarpes /ſayeng. Oh good loꝛde thou 
nyfred know: haſt ſet a table of meate befoze me, to de⸗ 
br deter fh lende me agaynſt al men that trouble me. 
welt, Vyleue me well brother ſyngularly belo# 
ERS ued in my hert / there is none ſo great vio- 
lence of thy toes / that is to ſape / none ſo 
great temptacion, whiche feruft ſtudy oꝛ 
meditacidð of holy ſtripture / is not able to 
put abacke / noꝛ any ſo greuous aduerlite, 
Which it maketh not eaſy. And leſt J ſþul- 
de ſeme to be ſomwhat to bolde an inter⸗ 
pꝛetour (though J coude defende my ſelfe 
with great authoꝛite / what thyng J pzay 
the coude moꝛe ꝓperly haue ſtgnifyed the 
knowlege ot the lecrete lawe or god than 
dyd mana? Foz firſt in that it ſpꝛange not 
out ot ÿ erth / but rayned downe fro heuẽ: 
By this pꝛopertie thou percepueſt þ diffe⸗ 
rice bytwene the doctryne ol god, and the 
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wetryne of m4. Foz al holy ſtripture tame 
by diuyne tnſpiracyon and from god the 
authoꝛ. In that it is ſmall oz lytte m qu4- 
kite / is the humilite / lo wlynes oz 
homlyneſle ofThe ſtyle vnder rude woztes 
includig great myſtery. That it is whyte, 
by this pꝛopertie is ſi the * 
ge 
ok man, not 
ſome blacke ſpot of errour / onely the do⸗ 
ctryne of Chꝛiſt is everywhere bzight/eue 
xy where pure and clene. That it is ſom⸗ 
what harde a ſome deale rough a ſharpe / 
betokeneth ſecrete miſteryes hydde in the 
litteral ſence. It thou haͤdle the vtter ſyde 
and if I map ſo call it the codde / what is 
moꝛe harde oz vnſauerp? They tafted but 
the vtter rynde of manna / whiche ſayd to 
Chꝛiſt / this is an hard ſapeng / who may 
abyde the heryng therol But get out the 
ſpirttuall ſence / nothyng is moze ſweter 
noz moꝛe full of pleaſure and ſwete iuce. 
Moꝛe ouer mãna is in the ebzetve tonge 
as moche to ſap, as what is this? whiche 
queſtyon agreeth well to holy ſcripture / 
which hath nothyng i it ydle oz in vayne / 
no not one tytle oz pꝛicke / vnwoꝛth to be 
ſerched / vnwoꝛthy to be pondzed / vnWwoz 
thy of this ſayeng/ what is this? It is a 
tomen vſe vnts the holy 1 ignite 


lloe 16 8 


e with 


of 
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Lapro.f. 

by water ß knowlege ot the lawe of god, 
. reteſt of þ water of cõtoꝛt by whoſe 

nkes Dauid reioyſeth to haue be nou⸗ 
ryſſhed vp: thou reteſt or waters whiche 
wyldom coueyeth in to the toppes ofcues 
ty wapye: thou redeſt ofthe myſtical ryuer 
in to the whiche Ezechiel entred/ #coude 
not wade ouer: thou redeſt of the welles 
that Abzaham digged / whiche whan they 
were ſtopped of the philiſiens yſaac repa 
red agayne. Thou redeſt of. xij.foutaynes 
at whiche ÿ iſraelytes after they had wal⸗ 
ked th;ough.rl, manſions / & began than 
to be wery # faynte / reſted and refreſſhed 
themſelfe # made them ſtrong to the long 
iourney ofdeſert. Thou alſo redeſt in the 
golpell of the well whervpon Lhailt late 
weryed tn his tourney. Thou reteſt of the 


water of Siloe / whyther he ſendeth the 


in Jeruſale blynde to recouer his ſyght. Thou redeſt 
Hokage okỹ waterpoured i to the baſen to waſſhe 
ron. 


the apoſtels fete. And bicauſe it nedeth not 
to reherſe all places in this ſigniſicacyon / 
ofce mẽcion is made in ſcripture ot welles 
foſitaynes/ and rpuers / by whiche is ſig⸗ 


nyfied nothyng els, but that we ought to 


enqupꝛe and ſerche diligẽtly koꝛ miſteryes 
hydde in ſcripture. what ſtgnyfyeth water 
hydde tn þ vaynes of the erth but myſtery 
touered oz hyd in the litterall ſence? phat 
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meaneth the ſame conueyed abꝛode buf 
miſtery opened e expouned? whiche beyng 
ſpꝛed e dilated bothe wyde # bꝛode / to the 
what cauſe is there 
why it myght lot be called a ryuer? wher 
foze if thou dedycate thy ſelfe holly to the 
ſtudy of ſcripture, exerciſe thy mynde day 


and nyght in 5 lawe o god / no feare ſhall 


trouble the / nepther by day noꝛ night: but 
thou ſhalte agaynſt all aſſautes ot thyne 
enempes, be armed æ exerciſed alſo. And J 
diſalowe it not vtterly,if a man foꝛ a ſea⸗ 
ſon( to begyn withall) do erercyſe a ſpoꝛte Sirenes were 


hymſelte in werkes of poetes and philoſo 
phers, whiche were getyles / as i his A bc, 
92 introductoꝛy to a moꝛe pertyte thynge / 
ſo that he taſte of them meaſurably/ and 
whyles youth ſhal gyue hym leue / a euen 
as though a man toke them in his wape / 
but not abyde and tary vpon t hem ſtyll / a 
to were olde and dye in them / as he were 
bounde to the rockes of Spꝛenes / that is 
to put his hole delectacyon in them / e ne⸗ 


ſiege o 


ij. ladyes dwel 
ling in an ylãd / 
whiche with 

ſwetnes of ſon⸗ 
ge dtewe vnto 
them who ſo cz 


uer ſailod by / 4 
after killed the 


But Ulixes rcz 
— fro the 
Troye 
hauynge that 
ware a neceſſa 


uer go farther. Foz holy Baſilius to ſuche ri iourney ſtop 


paſtyme erhozteth yonge men / whom he 


hymſelte had induced to conuerſacion of 


ped hie marys 


ners eres with 
wexe / a bounde 


chꝛiſten people. And our Auguſtyn calleth hi ſeife to the 
maſt / ſo herde 
he their ſonge 
auo rd ynge all 
leopard ye / 


backe agayne his frende Licẽtius, to paſſe 
the tyme with the muſes / neyther Jerom 
repenteth hym ſelte, that he hath loued a 


Laplo.ff. : 

woman taken pꝛiſoner in tvarre.Lypitan 
is comended, bycauſe he garnyſſbed the 
temple ofgod, with the ſpoyles ofthe E⸗ 
gipciis.1But in no caſe wolte I that thou 
with the gentyles lernynge/ſhuldeſt alſo 
ſouke the gentyles vyces d conuerſacion. 
Fo: if thou do not / thou ſhalte fynde ma⸗ 
uy thyng helping to honeſt lyuyng / ney⸗ 
ther is it to be refuſed what ſo euer an au 
thoz (ye though he be a gentyle) teacheth 
well. Foꝛ Moyſes verily though he were 
neuer ſo famplyer with god / pet diſpyſed 

e not the counſaple of his father in lawe 

etro, Thoſe ſcyences faſſyon a quycken 
a childes wytte / a maketh hym apte afoze 
Hande meruaplouſly to the vnderſtidyng 
of holy ſcripture: whervnto ſodaynly and 
irreuerẽtip to pꝛeſume with handes 4 fete 
bnwaſſbed/1s in maner a certapne kynde 
ofſacrilege. And Jerom checketh þ ſhame 
leſſe pertneſſe of the, whtche ſtreyghtway 
from ſeculer oz wozldly ſcyence, dare take 
in hande to medle 0; interpꝛete holy ſcrip⸗ 
ture. But how moche ſhametuller to they 
whiche neuer taſted other ſcience/# yet at 
the fyꝛſt dare do the ſame thynge? But as 
the ſeripture is not moche fruptful it thou 
ſtande a ſtycke ſtyll in the lettre: In lyke 
maner the poetry of Homere, & Uirgyll 
al not pzofyte a lytell / it thou remembze 
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| Capto. i. 
that it muſt be vnderſtade in the fence al⸗ 
lego / whiche thing no man wyll denpe, 
that hath aſſayed oz taſted of the lernyng 
ofolde antiquitges neuer ſo lytell/ye with 
the typ ofhis tonge/o2 bftermoſt parte of 
his lyppes. As foꝛ the poetes, which wꝛite 
vnclenlp / J wolde counſayle the not ones 
to touche them / oꝛ at the leeſtway, not to 
loke farre in them: except thou can the bet 
ter abhozre vices whan they be diſcrybed 
to the / a in cõparacions offplthy thynges 
the moꝛe feruently lone thing? honeſt. Of 
the philoſophers, my mynde is that thou 
folowe them that were of Platoes ſecte/ 
bycauſe bothe in very many fentfces/and 
moche mote in their ſtyle a maner of ſpe⸗ 
kynge / they come very nygh to the fygure 
and ꝓpertie ot ſpeche vſed of the pphetes 
and in the goſpels. And to make an ende 
ſhoꝛtly / it (ball be pꝛotytable to taſte of al 
maner of lernynge ot the gentyles / it it ſo 
be done as J ſhewed befoze/bothe i yeres 
accoꝛdyng e meaſurably/ moze ouer with 
cautele & iudgemẽt diſcreti / furthermoꝛe 
with ſpede, e alter the maner of a mi that 
entfteth but to paſſe ouer Þ coũtre onelp / 
and not to dwel oꝛ inhabyte. In cõcluſion 
(whiche thynge is chefeſt of all) it cuery 
thyng be applyed t referred to Lhiiſt, Foz 
ſo hal althyng beclene to them þ beclene 


Lapko.if. 
Sed tterrn, whan on the other ſpde to them that be 
ixxx cõcubynes bnclene nothynge is clene. Und it ſhall be 
idm yſelles no rebuke to the / if after the enſample of 
—— 4 Salomon, thou nouryſſhe vp at home in 
quene / whome thy houſe.lx.quenes.lxxx.ſbuereyn ladyes 
an the reſt ho Edamoyſels innumerable of ſecular wyl- 
nozed.So mar dome. So that the wyſdome of god be a- 
——4 — al — — beloued/thy doue/ 
thours inume: thy Woete hert / which onely ſemeth beau⸗ 
rable / yf holy titull. And an iſraeryte loueth a ſtraũger a 
yt ol a bardarous yo _ with her 
ther for the bo: beautie: but fyrſt he ſhaueth of her heere 
neſtyng of her. and pareth hernayles/# maketh her of an 
The Ilraelyte alpen an iſraelyte. And the pꝛophete Dzee 
mf Sböt rake to matyed an harlot / and of her had childꝛen 
wife a ſtraũger not foz himſelfe / but foꝛ 5 loꝛde ofſabaoth: 
taken m warre and the holy foꝛnycacion of the pꝛophete, 
les were forte augmented the houſholde ok god. The e- 
ared and her bꝛewes after they had foꝛſaken Egypt / ly 
re ſy uen: ued with lyght e pure whyte bzeed foꝛ a 
emen honvür lealon / but it was not lulfycitt to ſo great 
god with gety: à tourney. Therfoze that bꝛeed lothed at 
tes lernyng / yf ones / thou muſt make as good ſpede as 
we cut of that can be,vnto manna ofceleſiyall wiſdome 
bc habe on the whiche hal nouryſlhe the haboſidant 
96:24 lp and ſtrength the vntyll thou obtayne 
betokeneth the thy purpoſe / and wynne by victoꝛy the re⸗ 
Stiles lyuing. warde þ neuer (ball ceaſe: but thou muſte 
Wind betoke- euer reinembꝛe in the meane lealon / ß ho⸗ 


yr - = i ly ſcripture map not be touched but with 
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is lowe / beware leeſt thou ſtryke the dode 


Lapko.if, 
cn 3 —— ——— Ws — vnder- Dauid — A 
nde / bu igh pureneſſe ot mynde / — 
leſt that. whiche of it lelte is a pſeruatyue et the bong 
oz tryacle/by thyne owne faute turne to þ of Umyaadaby 
in to popſon / and leſt mana to the,begyn S was un 
to putrikye/except þ thou conuey 02 ſende cut ide arb 5e 


it in to the inwarte partes of thy mynde e pon a cart / s 


altectpon / æ leeſt happyly it (hulte foztune with his bre- 


to the as it dyd to Sa / whiche feared not Pere waxted 


to let his pꝛophane and vnclene haͤdes to de / as the I 


the Arke of god enclynyng on þ one ſpde, enciyned and 


bowed 
and with ſodepn deth was punyllhed fo powea/O3a1et 


bis leude ſeruyce. The fyzlt poynt is, that {ap it/c was 


thou haue good opinyon of the holy ſcrip imytten with 
tures/# that thou eſteme them of no lefle ſoderne dethe 
valure a dignite:than they are worthy to ren. . 
be eſtemed: and that they came out of the 
ſecrete cloſet of the mynde of god. Thou Scriptur muſt 
ſhalt pcepue, that thou art inſpired of god ?<220inIreat 
moued inwardly/rapt a in an vnſpecable 

maner altered # chaunged in to an other 

maner fygure oꝛ ſhap / if thou wylt come 


teligiouſlp / it with reuerence and mekely: 


thou thalte ſe the pleaſures / delycates / oꝛ 
depnties of the bliſled ſpouſe. Thou ſhalt 
le the pꝛecyous towels ofryche Salomõ / 
thou (halt ſe þ ſecrete treaſure of eternall 
wiſdom?But beware that thou bꝛeke not 
malepertly in to the ſecrete cloſet:the doꝛe 


- —— — 


Fayth muſt 


mre 


£a | . . 
wird thy heed / a — to lepe backe a⸗ 
gayn. Thynke on this wiſe, nothing that 
thou ſeeſt with thyne eyen / nothyng that 


thou hadleſt with thy tyngers, to be i dete 


de tbe ſame thing whiche it apereth/ſo ſure- 
pron to boly ly as theſe thyng be true i hotp ſcripture: 


ſo p it heuen+erth ſhuld p e / pet of 
wozd? of god not one tote, oꝛ tytle ſhal pe 
rilſh / but al ſþalbe fulfilled. Though men 
lye / though mẽ erre / pet the veryte of god 


The chefein: neyther diſceyueth noz is diſteyued. Of þ 


gerpꝛetours of 


iterpꝛetours of ſcripture / choſe the aboue 


boly ſcripture. al other þ go fartheſt frb the lettre / which 


Moryſter do: 
ctour Dunce. 


chefely next after Paule be Oꝛigene / um 


bꝛoſe / Jerom e Auguſtyne. Foz J le the 

uines ot later tyme ſtycke very moche in 
lettre / a with good wyll gyue moze ſtud 
to ſubtyle + diſceytfull argumetes/ tha 
ſerche out miſterpes / as though 
hath not ſayd truly our lawe to be ſpũall. 


A haue herd ſome me myſelte, which ſtode 


ſo greatly in their owne coceyte with the 
fantaſticall tradycios/ymagynacids a in⸗ 
uencyons of man / ½ they diſpyſed þ inter⸗ 
pꝛetacion of olde doctours, that were nigh 
to Chꝛiſt g his apoſtles, bothe i tyme æ ly⸗ 
uyng alſo:æ accompte them as dꝛemes / vt 
e mayſter Dunce = tht luche cofydfce: 
that notwithſtãdig they neuer ones redde 


the holy ſeriptuxe / pet thought they them 


aule 


Capto. ij. 
ſelte to be pertyte —— — 
though they ſpeke thyng? neuer lo crafty 
and ſubtile:pet whether thy ſpeke thyng? 
wozthy ot holy gooſt, x the meke ſpyꝛite 
of Lhziſt oꝛ noi let other men iudge. But 
i thou haddeſt leuer to be ſomwhat luſty 
Equicke of ſpyꝛite / thã to be armed to cõ⸗ 
ttcion / that is to ſay / to bꝛawlyng oz ſcol⸗ 
dig. It thou ſeke rather to haue thy ſoule 
made fatte / tha thy wyt to be vainly dely⸗ 
ted / ſtudy e rede ouer chefly þ olde toctours 
g expoſitoꝛs / whole godlynes, a holy lyfe 
is moze pꝛoued a knowen / whoſe religion 
to god is moze to be podzed a loked vpon, 
whole lernig is moꝛe plẽteous a ſage alſo, 
whoſe ſtyle ts neyther bare ne rude. e iters 
_ moꝛe agreable to þ holy milteryes. 
nd J ſap not this,bycauſe I diſpiſe theſe 
newe diuynes: but bycauſe J ſet moze by 
thinges moze pfytable/#moze apt foz the 


purpoſe. And alſo the ſpyꝛit of god hath a che g 
ccrtayn tonge oꝝ ſpeche apꝛopꝛiate to him of (cripure, 


ſelfe:he hath his fygures / ſimilitudes / pas 
tables / cõpariſðõs / ꝓuerbes q redils, which 
thou muſt obſerue s marke dilygently/ if 


thou ſhuldeſt vnd ade the. The wiſtom of 


god ſtutteth a lyſpeth as it were a diligst 
mother, faſſponeth her woꝛdes acoꝛdig to 

our itancie a feblenes. She gyueth mylke 
to them that be infantes in Lhaiſt/weake 


Redynge 
without 

puderſtJ: 
dynge. 


Lapko.if. 
meate to feble ſtomackes. Thou therfoze 
make ſpede thou were a man/make haſte 
to perfyte.# ſtronge meate / and pꝛepare a 
manes ſtomacke. She ſtoupeth downe x 
boweth her ſelt to thy huffitlite #lownes. - 
Aryſe than the contrary wyle / aſcente to 
her heyght e exccllencye. It is lyke a mõ⸗ 
ſtre and vnnatural, to be euer a childe. Be 
is to hertles, that neuer ceaſcth to be feble 
# weake. The recoꝛding of one verſe ſhall 
be mote ſauery in thy mouth / a ſhall nou⸗ 
tyſſhe the better, if thou bꝛeke the codde, 
taſte of the lwetnes which is within / thi 
if thou ſbuldeſt ſynge the hole plalter / vn⸗ 
derſtande onelp after the litterall ſence. 
wherof verily J gyue admonyciõ a great 
deale the rather / bycauſe J knowe by er- 
peryece,that this errour hath not infected 
the ley people onely/but allo the myndes 
of them whiche ꝓkeſſe e ſhewe outwarde 
in their habyte # name oꝛ tytle/pfyte reli⸗ 
gion / in ſo moche that they thinke the ve⸗ 
ry ſeruyce of god, to be put chetely in this 
one thynge / if they ſhall ſape ouer euery 
day as moche as they can of the pſalmes 
ſcarſe vnderſtande ye in the litter all ſence. 


| Fapfo.f. 
ſo to banyſſhe away, than that ſep city 
nue all they? lyfe, c were olde in the lettre: 
and neuer enfozce to come to the ſpiritual 
knowlege of ſcriptur.eyther heare they 
Lhzyſte cryenge in the golpell/ the fleſſhe 
pzofyteth nothyng at all. It is the ſpiryte » 
that quickeneth oꝛ giueth 1yf. They heare ea e, 
not Paule, aſtermynge with his mayſter/ ture what ſo 
the lettre kylleth / it is the ſpiryte that gy⸗ euer is vyſydle 
ueth lyfe. And agayne, we knowe (ſayth oufeard with 
he) that the lawe is ſpirituall / and not car any ſenſyble 
nall. Spirituall thynges muſt be compa⸗ power. 
red with ſpirituall thynges. In tyme paC- 
ſed, the father of al ſptritual gyftes, wolde The ſpiryte is 
be honoured in the mountapne: but now au == A 
he wyll be honoured in the ſpiryte. Bow des bare 
be it, I deſpyſe not the febleneſle ofthem, with the eve 
whiche foz lacke of knowlege and vnder- the ſouls. 
ſtandyng, doth that thynge whiche onelp | 
they be able to do / pꝛonoũcyng the myſtt⸗ A fimilitude 
cal pſalmes with pure fayth, without diſ- ofmekeneoot 
fimulacyon oz ypocryſpe: but rather as in ia capocatty 
charmes #enchauntementes of magyke, | 
certayne woꝛdes not vnderſtande/no not 
ol them whiche pꝛonoũte them, be pet b 
leued to be of vertue a ſtrengthe: euen 
the wo: des ok god / though they be not p- 


fytly vnderſtande: neuerthelelſle we muſt 


truſt that they be pzofytable to them, that 
erther ſaye them, oꝛ heare e per 


Capkło. ij. | 
kyte fapth / with pute affection and mynde. 
And that the aungels, whiche are pꝛeſent 


and dothe vnderſtande, be puoked to hel⸗ 


pe them. And Paule deſpyſeth not them 
whiche ſaye pſalmes with theyꝛ mouth / 
02 whiche ſpeke with tonges: but he ex- 
hozteth them to folowe moze perfyte gyt⸗ 
tes.Unto whiche pk there be any that can 
not attayne / thzough the defaute not of 
the mynde / but at the leeſt of nature: let 
hym not barke agaynſt them, whiche en⸗ 
foꝛce to better thynges. And after the pꝛe⸗ 
cept of Paule / let not hym whiche cateth, 
deſpyſe hym whiche eateth not / neyther 
he that eateth not / iudge him that eateth. 
Neuertheleſſe J wyll not haue the, whi⸗ 
che art endewed with fo happy a wytte, 
to be lowe, a to tary longe in the bareyn 
lettre: but to make ſpede vnto moꝛe ſecrete 
myſterpes / and to helpe the cotynuall en⸗ 
deuopꝛe e entoꝛcement of thyne induſtrpe, 
and wyll with often pꝛapers: vntyll he 
open to the, the booke clapſed with ſeuen 
clapſes, whiche hath the key ot Daupd / 
whiche alſo ſhitteth, and no man openeth 
the pꝛeuytees of the father / whiche neuer 
man knewe but his ſone / a he to whome 
his ſone hathe vouched laufe to dyſcloſe 
them. But whether gothe our ſtyle aſyte/ 
myne entent was to deſcrybe the fozme of 
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Een of lernynge. But J tourned 
out of the wape thus farce, whyle J las 
boured to ſwewe the a mete woppe, trom 
whens thou oughtelt to fetche newe ar⸗ 
mure,# wepons belongynge to thy newe 
warre. Therfoze, to come to our purpoſe 
agayne/yf thou ſhalte pyke and choſe out 
of the bookes of the gentyles, of euery 
thynge the beſt. And allo, yr thou by the 
example ofthe bee/fleynge rounde aboute 
by the gardynes of olde authours, ſhalte 
ſucke out onely the holſome and ſwete 
iuce( the poyſon refuſed and lett behynde) 
thy mynde ſhall be better apparaylled a 
great deale / and armed vnto the comune 
Iyfe oꝛ conucrſacyon / in whiche we lyue 
one with an other in honeſt maner, Foz 
the philoſophers & lerned men ofthe gen- 
tyles, in theyꝛ warre vſe certeyn wepons 
and armure not to be deſpyſed, Heuerthe 
leſſe, what ſo euer thynge of honeſtye, oz 
trouth thou fyndeſt any where / thynke 
that to be Lhzyſtes. But that dyuyne ar⸗ 
mure,and(to ſpcke as the poetes do) that 
harneys of Tulcan® making / which with | 
no wepons can be perſed / is fette onely Fer arwlery 
out ofthe armozy of holy ſcripture / where 
our noble capteyn Dautd,layde vp all his 
oꝛdynaunce of warre foꝛ his ſowdyours, 
with whiche they ſholde fyght -7 3 and 
„ q | . 


Suess, Gr. Achilles / ol whom Homere w3yteth,neys 


tom with loue- ther Eneas / of whome Nirgyll ſpeketh/ 


though they be fo fayned. Of which, ß one 


with ire / ß other with loue, was ouercom 

ſhametullp. And it is not ſpoken without 

tcaſon, that thoſe wepons be not fozged 

in the werkhouſe ofman/but in the werk 

— — fozge, CERT 

oetes the fay And Pallas / o ple called Mynerue. 
— Foz poctes, the fayners of goddes, make 


Uulcanus loꝛde offyze / æa Kynerua lady 


of wytte, facultyes,ſcyences,and craftes, 
whiche thynge J iudge to be done in very 
dede (as thou mayſt eaſely pceyue) whan 
Rynse Saul fyze of p loue of god, hath armed thy wyt / 
to fyght agailt endueb with honeſt faculties,ſo ſtrongly/ 
goltas with he that yf al þ woꝛlde ſhold fall on thy heed/ 
uy © cobcrous pet ſholde not the ſtroke put the to feare. 
Feng ve, Hol: But fyzlt thou muſt caſt away the harnes 
cote of ma pie / man,than be any thynge neceſſary oz ꝓty⸗ 


Lapfo.J. | 5 
at hade agaynſt the incircũciſed phflifiits, 
Achyllesouer: pyith this — was — — | 


but Dauid put table. And combꝛed Dauyd, tedy to fyght 


of/xgatherd with Solias, x holpe hun not at al.Moze 
- elm ny ouer, from the banke of the bzoke of holy 
ad ſcripture, thou muſte gather fyue ſtones: 
Bed with a to. whiche paduenture, be the fyue woztes of 
ne/iſlewbym Paule / whiche he ſpeketh in knowlege. 
Than take a ſlynge in thy ryght hande / 


| 


Capło. ij. 
with theſe wepons, is ouerthzowen our den Se 

5 0 tes 
onely ennemy the father of pyde.Cathan/ ie rp 
whome at the laſt, with what wepös dpd ſtones itovred 
r heed Lhzyſtg Jeſu ouercome? dyd not Chuiſt iiwered 
eſmyte the fozcheed ofour aduerſary,as Ares, mr 
it had be with tones, fette out of ö bzoke/ ucth rot onely 
whan he anſwered hym in tyme of tepta⸗ or bed but by 

cyon with woꝛdes offcripture? wyit thou erb worde 
heare the inſtrumẽ tes oz artillary of chꝛp⸗ —_— 
ſt? mens warre?And the zele ofhym(ſaith of g0d/than he 
ſcripture) ball take harneys, a ſhall har- wold hane had 
neys his creature to auenge his enempes y"”_ -—— 
he wyll put on iuſtyce foz his bꝛeſt plate / x Cot Ma ered 
take fo2 his helmet, ſure + true iudgemẽt / ud {cripture/ 
he wyl take a beide of equite ipenetrable, elde not at. 
02 that can not be perſed/ yea and he wyll det h1910ra 
ſharpe oꝛ faſcion cruel wꝛath in to a ſpere. Sd. Than the 
Thou reteſt alſo i Eaie, he is armed with 22{Þ2dchult 
tullyce/as with an habergyon, and a ſalet CID. 
helth vpon his herd / he ts clothed with rea / ami nut 
the veſtures of vengeaſice/# couered as it £99028 10rd 


were with a cloke ofzele. Now if thou liſt hym onely. 


to go to the ſloꝛehouſe of Paule, that va⸗ 
Iyaune capteyn /certeynly chou ſhalt alſo , If eee g 
fynde there the armure of warre / not car- good. f not, 
— thyng / but valyaſtt in god to teſtroye itts — "As 
ttreſles + coſiſeyles/# eucry hygh thing, de pÞaryſcys 
(hat eralteth himſelf agaynſt the w&ryne we ende 
v — ſhalt fynde there the armure ſeented Ct, Fit 
orgod/by the whiche 3 reſyſt m * the apoſtels. 
ui. 


Laplo.f. 
a wokull dape. Thou ſhalt fynde the har⸗ 
neys of iuſtyce on the ryght hande / and 
on thelefte, thou ſhalte fynde the defence 
of thy ſydes, verite / and the hawbergyon 
of iuſtyce, the bukler of fayth / wherwith 
thou mayſt quenche al the hote and fyerp 
wepons of thy cruell aduerfarye. Thou 
ſbalre fynde alſo the helmet of helth, and 
the ſwoꝛde of the ſpiryte / whiche is the 
woꝛde or god: with whiche all, yf a man 
be diligently couered and fenced / he may 
boldly withoute feare, bzynge foꝛth the 
bolde ſayinge of Paule. who ſhall ſepa- 
cate vs from the loue of god? ſhall tribu⸗ 
lacyon?ſhall ſtraytnes oꝛ difficultye? ſhall 
hunger?ſhall nakednes? ſhall peryll? (hall 
plecucyon?ſball a lwoꝛde? Beholde how 
myghty ennemyes, and how moche kea⸗ 
red of all men, he ſetteth at nought. But 
heare alſo a certapne greater thynge / fox 
it foloweth, But in all thynges we haue 
ouercõme, dy his helpe, whiche loued vs. 
And J am aſſured (ſayth he) that neyther 
deth noꝛ lyfe/no2 aungels / neyther pꝛinci⸗ 
pates / neyther vertues / neyther pꝛeſent 
thynges / neyther thynges to come / ney⸗ 
ther ſtrengthe / neyther hyghnes / neyther 
lowneſſe / noꝛ none other creature, (hall 
oꝛ may ſeparate vs. from the loue of god / 
whiche is in Chꝛyſt Jeſu. O happy truſte 


Capto. c. 
and cokydence/ whiche the wepons oꝛ ar⸗ 
mure of lyght gyueth to Paule / that is 
by interpzetacyon a lytell man / whiche 
calleth hymſelf the refuſe 02 outcaſt ofthe 
wozlde.Of ſuche armure thertoꝛe haboũ⸗ 
daũte ſhall holy ſcripture myniſter to the / 
yfthou wylte occupy thy tyme in it with 
all thy myght:ſo that thou ſhalt not nede 
our coũſeple oꝛ admonycyons. Neuerthe- 
leſſe,ſeynge it is thy mynde / leeſt J ſholde 
ſeme, not to haue obeyed thy requeſt / J 
haue foꝛged foz the this lytell treatyſe cal- 
led Enchiridion / that is to ſaye/a a certayn 
lytell dagger / whome neuer lay out ot thy 
hande / no not whan thou art at meate / oꝛ 
tn thy chambze. In ſo moche, that pt at 
any tyme thou ſhalt be compelled to ma⸗ 
ke a pilgrymage in theſe woꝛldly occupa⸗ 
cyons / and ſhalte be accombꝛed to beare 
aboute with the, the hole and complete 
armure and harneys ot holy ſcripture: yet 
cdmptte not, that the ſuttell lyer in wayte 
at any ſeaſon ſholde come vpon the, and 
fynde the vtterly vnarmed. But at the 
leeſt, let it not greue the, to haue with the 
this lytel hanger / whiche ſball not be he- 
uy to beate / noꝛ vnp2ofytable foꝛ thy de- 
fence, Foz it is very lytell / yet yt thou vſe 
it wyſely / & couple with it, the buckler of 
fayth / thou ſhalte caſely . the 
ilij. 


Lapko.iff. 

kyerſe and ragyng aſſawte ofthyne enns- 
mpye: ſo that thou ſhalte receyue no deeds 
ly wounde. But now tt is tyme that J 
begyn to gyue the a certgyne tule of the 
ble of theſe wepons / whiche yt thou ſwalt 
put in execucy6 oz pzactyſe/J truſt it wyll 
come to paſſe / that our capytayne Jeſus 
Chꝛyſt, ſhall trilate the a coquerour, out 
okthis lytell caſtell oz garryſon, tn to his 
great cite Jeruſalt with triumphe / where 
is no rage at all ot any bataple: but eter⸗ 
nall quietnes / pertyte peace / aſſured trans 
quillite. where as in the meane ſeaſon all 
Hope and confydence of ſauigarde, is put 
in armure and wepon, - 


¶ That the fyꝛſt poynt of wyſdome, is 
to knowe thy ſelſe / and of two mas 
ner wyldomes / the true wyſtom 


: and the apparent. La.itj. 


Hat excellent good thynge deſpzed 

and ſought foꝛ of al men, is peace 02 
quietnes: vnto whiche the louers of this 
woꝛlde alſo referre al theyꝛ ſtudp / but they 
ſeke a falſe peace / and ſhote at a wꝛonge 
marke. The ſame peace, the philoſophers 
alſo pꝛompſed vnto the folowers of they? 
doctrynes/but yet falſip / foz Chꝛyſt onely 


gSpuecth it / the Wozlde gpueth it not. To 


Lapko.itf. 
eme to this qutermes / the onely tape oz ,, 7090 ma 
meanes is. vt we make warte againſt our hm g.. 
ſelle / yf we fyght ſtrongly agaynſt oure 
owne vyces. Foz with theſe ennempes, god is our 
god whiche is our peace, is at varpaunce, peace ⁊ felicite 
and that with deedly hate / ſeyng he is na 
derts, nd where as « fpithy puddle 078 

e. ere as a puddle oꝛ a 
ſynde gathered togyder of all kynde of bi⸗ „tete hre, 
ces / is named of the Stoikes ( whiche are 2s Socrates / 
the mooſt feruent deferders of vertue) fo- Mo. 
lyſſhnes: and in our ſtripture the ſame is gh!thepur te 
called malyce. Jn lyke maner vertue oz licitiemn trewe 
goodnes lackynge in no poynt/ of bothe pleaſure/inyer 
partes, ls called wyldome. But (after the wg 19nd 

ofthe wyſe man)doth not wyſtom ccyce without 
ouercome malyce ? The father and heed ny outwarde 
ofmalyce,is fheruler of darknes Beliall: Se. r. 
Whoſe ſteppes who ſo euer foloweth, wal 
— in the 22 — CN to — Folyſh 1s 
nall nyght, On the other ſyde, the groũde : 
of wyldome, e in dede wyſdome it ſelte, is 1 
Lhzyſt Jeſus / whiche is the very lyght,# Fooles aiſo.be 
bzyghtnes of the glozy of his father / put⸗ — / and 
tynge away by hym ſelfe onely,thenyght fe me, 100 
orgs kolyſthnes ofþ woꝛlde. whiche ( wyt be happy and 
Pauls) as he was made redepcton fo:tunate. 

etultificacyon to vs that be bozneagapne iet 
in hym. Euen lyke wyſe was made alſo Uertue is 
our wyldome. we (ſayth Paule) pꝛeche wyſdom, 


Lapfo.tij. 
Lhzyfte crucifyed/ whiche to the iewes, is 
an occaſyon ofſtumblyng « fallyng/# to 
gẽtyles folyſbnes. But to þ elected, bothe 
ofthe iewes, e alſo of gftyles,tve pꝛeche 
Chꝛyſt, the vertue oꝛ ſtrength of god, e the 
wyldom ok god / by whoſe wyſtom thꝛugh 
his enſample,we may beare away the vi⸗ 
cozy of our ennemp malpce / yt we ſhal be 
wyle ĩ hym in whome alſo we ſhal be con 

wondiy wyſ: duerouts. Make moche ofthis wyldom, x 

gome is very take her in thyne armes. woꝛldly wyſdom 

fel rſanes. ſet at nought / which with falſe tytle, and 
vnder the name of wyſdome, boſteth and 

ſheweth her ſelfe gay to foles / whan after 

Paule there is no greater folpſhnes with 

god, than wozldly wyſtom / a thynge that 

muſt be foꝛgete in dede agayn or hym that 

ve muſt bea Wyl1 be wyſe in dede. If any man (layth 
foole in ihis Paule) amonge vou ſemeth to be wyſe in 
woilde / that this woꝛlde / let hym be a foole,p he may 
wyllbewyie he wyſe / foz the wyldome of this wozlde, 
* is folyſſhnes with god. And a lytell afoꝛe 
Tye ſerchers Paule ſayth, foꝛ it is wꝛytt. wyl deſtroy 
were the r. the wyſdome of wyſe men / e the pꝛudence 

Se becher of pꝛudent men. J wyll repꝛoue. where is 

woudiy wild / the wyſe man? where is ſubtile lawyer? 

ret conde they where is the ſercher of this wozlde?Hath 
attayn wore not god made the wyldom of this woꝛlde 
de oma / vr folychnes? And J toute not but euen now 
tell chꝛyſt cam. With greate hate, theſe folyſlhe wyſe men 
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whan they them ſelfe be mooſt ſhameful- 
ly deceyued / yet neuer ſeace to trouble, 
to laugh, to ſcozne, and put in feare them 
whiche al redp be come to their wyttes a- 
gayne?But ſhal not þ mocker be mocked? 
He that dwelleth in heuen, ſhall mocke 
them agayn / z our lozde ſball laugh them 
to ſcoꝛne. Thou redeſt tn the boke of Ha⸗ 
ence/they (hall ſe veryly,# (ball deſpyſe 

im / but god (hall mocke the. To be moc⸗ 
ked of lewde men / is as it were a pꝛapſe. 
And no doubte, it is a bleſſed thynge to fo⸗ 
lowe our heed Lhzyſte,+ his apoſtles / a 
fearful thynge truly to be mocked of god. 
J alſo(ſayth wyſdome)wyll laugh whan 
ye peryſſhe / a mocke you whan that thing 
hath hapned to pou which pe feared: that 
is to ſap / whan they awaked out of they; 
dꝛeames, æ cõme agayn to thiſelf, whan it 


Kun men ſay / is to late / ſhall ſay. Theſe be they whome 


to ſe 
you. 


me / as we haue had in deryſyon e repꝛote / we foꝛ 


re 

E 
2 

ly foles / ⁊ this Out honour. This wyſtom is beeftly:# as 


cam of them / 4 
fowernul 


lacke of vnderſtandig haue coũted their ly 
ues to be madnes/# their ende to be with- 


James ſayth, diabolyke,# of the deuyll/x 
is an ennemp to god / whoſe ende is teftru 
tion. Foꝛ always after this wyldom, fo- 
loweth as a waytynge ſeruaunt oꝛ hand⸗ 


— —— mapde myſcheuous pſumpcion / att er pꝛe⸗ 


i an other. ſumpcpon, foloweth blyndnes of mynde / 
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Capo. tif. 
alter blyndnes of de oder fern 
rage « tyꝛannp of atfectiõs « appetytes/ af 
ter the tyzanny of affections,foloweth the 
hole hepe of al vices, #liberte to do what 
he lyſteth. Than foloweth cuſtome / atter 
cuſtome foloweth mooſt wꝛetched dulnes 
02 inſencibilite of mynde / a daſynge of the 
wyttes, foz lacke of capacfte, By whiche 
meanesjlit cometh to paſſe at length / that 
euyl men pceyue not thẽſelt to ſynne. And 
whyles they be in ſuche iſencibilite, with⸗ 
out any felyng oꝛ pceyuyng of thẽſelte / bo 
1 — cometh ſodeynly on them:a after 
it, toloweth þ ſeconde deth / whiche is deth 
euerlaſtyng. Thou ſeeſt how mother of 


extreme miſchete, is woꝛldly wyltom. But The 
ofthe wyldom of Lhzyſt,whiche þ wozlte * 


thinketh folyſhnes / this wyſe thou reteſt. 
Al good thing came to me by hepes with 
her / a ineſtimable honeſtte by the hades of 
her. And J retoyſed in all thyngf, bycauſe 
this wyſdom went befoze me / and J was 
not ware, that ſhe was mother of al good 
thyng{. This wyldom bꝛyngeth with her 
as companyons, ſobꝛenes, and mekenes. 
Mekenes diſpoſeth a maketh vs apte to 
tecepue the ſpiryte of god. Fo2 in the low⸗ 
ly, humble a meke perſone, he reioyſeth to 
teſt, And whan ſpiryt hath replenyſſhed 
our myndes with his leutfolte grace / than 


| Lapko.it, 
fo:thWithall ſpꝛingeth that plenteous er⸗ 
bage of all vertue, with thoſe bliſſed fruy⸗ 
tes:ot whiche þ cheke,ts the ſecrete toye of 
a clere conſcience: a ioye knowen of none 
but onely ot ſuche, to whome it hath chan 
ced to taſte of it: whiche ioye neuer vanyſ⸗ 
ſheth awaye / noꝛ fadeth with the ioyes of 
this woꝛlde: but encreaſcth and groweth 
to eternal gladnes and myꝛth. This wyſ⸗ 
dom my bzother(after the coũſeple of Jas 
mes) mult thou tequpꝛe of god, with fcr- 
uent & bzennyng deſpze. And after the coũ 
ſeyle ofthe wile man, dygge her out ofthe 
veynes of holy ſcripturc/ as it were trea- 
ſure hyd in þ erth. The chere parte ofthis 
wyldom ts, that thou ſholdeſt knowe thy 
ſelfe. whiche woꝛde, to haue deſcended fro 
heuen, the antiquite byleued: s ſo moche 
bath that ſayinge pleaſed great auctours / 
that they iudged all plenty of wyldom, to 
be ſhoꝛtly compzchented in this lytell ſen⸗ 
tt᷑ce / that is to wyte/yfa man knowe him 
ſelfe. But let the weyght and authoꝛite of 
this doctryne e teachynge be of no valure 
with vs / excepte it agre with our lernyng. 
The myſtical louer in canticis,thzeteneth 
bis ſpouſe / a byddeth her to gete her ſelte 
out ofþ doꝛes / extept ſhe knowe her ſelfe / 
ſaying. O thou beauteful amonge al wo⸗ 
men / yt thou knowe not thy ſelte / go out 


r . oo ðV _ 
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of the doꝛes, a walke after ſhe ſleppes of 

thy flocke c ſoꝛte. Therfoze let no man pꝛe 
ſumptuoully take vpon hym this ſo great 

a thynge/to thynke that he knoweth him 

ſetfe well ynough. J am not ſure whether 

any man knoweth his body vnto þ vtter⸗ 

moſt/and than how can a man knowe the 

ſtate of his mynde ſurely pnough? Paule, 

whom god ſo loued, that he ſawe the my⸗ 

ſteryes, ye of the thyꝛde heuen / yet Durſt he 

not tudge hymſelf. whiche thyng doutles 

he wolde haue ben bolde to do / yf he had 

knowen himſelfe ſurely ynough.Jfſo ſpi⸗ 

ritual a man, whiche diſcerneth al thing, 

eis himſelfe to be iudged of no man / was 

not ſurely ynough knowen to hiſclf: how 

do we carnal men pꝛeſume? Jn cocluſton, 

let hym ſeme to be a very vap2ofytable 
ſowdyour/whiche ſurely ynough neyther 

knoweth his owne company/neyther his 

ennemyes hooſt.But ſo it is,$ one chꝛyſtẽ pon wayne 
man hath not warre with an other: but rede of Jaſon c 
with hymſelt. And veryly a great hooſt of druers other / 
aduerſartes ſpꝛing out ot out owne fleſhe e hey (#5 
out ofthe very bowels + inwarde parte of tethe/q Þow of 
bs:lykewpyſe as it is ted in certeyn poetes therm ſprange 
tales, ot᷑ the bꝛetherne gendꝛed of the erth. 1 which 
And there is lo lptell dyfference bytwene en eta ge 
our ennemp, our frende / and ſo harde to eche otyex, 
znowe the one fro the other / that there is 


Cap. ij. | 
great feopardy, leſt weſomWhat recheles 
ozneciygent,defende our ennemp, in ſtede 
of our frende / oꝛ hurte our frende, in ſtede 
o our ennemp. The noble capteyn Joſue 
was in wute ot an aũgell ot lyght / laying 
Art thou on our parte / 03 of out enempes 
parte? Therfoze ſeyng that thou haſt takt 
bpon the, warre agaynſt thy ſelfe/and the 
chefe hope and cofo2t of victozy,is at thou 
knowe thy ſelfe to the vttermoſt : 8 wyll 
paynte a certayne ymage of thp ſelte / as it 
were in a table / ſet it befoze thyne eyen: 
that thou mayſt pfytly knowe, what thon 
art inwarde / and within thy ſkynne. 


¶ Otthe outward + in ward man. Ca. iin 


A man ie a cer Man is than a certeyn monſtrous 


beeſt / cõ pad — — ot partes, two 
oꝛ thꝛe ot great dyuerſite.Ot᷑ a ſoule, as of 
a certeyn goodly thynge:e of a body, as it 
were a bzute 02 dombe beeſt. Foꝛ certeyn- 
ly, we ſo greatly excell not al other kyndes 
of bzute beeſtes in perfytnes of body / but 
that we in al his natural gyftes,ate foiide 
to them tnferyours:as concernyng v ſoule 
veryly,we be ſo receyuable ot diuynena 
ture: that we may ſurmoũt aboue the na⸗ 
ture of aũgels / a be vnyt, knyt,4 made one 
with god. pf thy body had not ben added 
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Capło.iiij. 
to the / thou haddeſt ben a celeſtial oz gods 


ir thyng, yfthis mynde had not be graffed me ge. 


in the / playnly thou haddeſt ben a bzute 

beeſt. Theſe two natures bytwene them The ſerpente 

ſelf ſo dyuerſe: that excellent werkmi had de. 

—— togyder with bleſſed cöcoꝛde. But ; 
e 


pent the ennemp ot peace, put them He holdeth the 
aſonter agayn with vnhappy diſcorte:ſo yp 9 me x: 
now they neyther can be ſepate, without de we yfe vpon 
bery great turment a payne / neyther lyue the whiche be 
lopned togyder, without tötynual warre, eg couace 
And playniy after the cõmun ſaping, eche an un 0 

in the other holdeth the wolfe by þ cares: ry then feife. 
g eyther may ſay very well, a accozdyngly The prouerve 
to the other, that pꝛoper e plealaunt verſe "32 viſe ſprog 
of Catullus. J neyther can lyue with the waired in afos 
no; without the. Suche tulfeling, wꝛang⸗ reit / vpõ 
lynge,# trouble they make bytwene them de cande male 

elte with comberous debate: as thynges no other th 

dyuerſe / whiche in dede are but one. The but toke hivby 
body veryly, as he hymſelte ts vyſpble / ſo we — v* 
delyteth he in thynges vyſpble, As he is one iat u 
moꝛtall / ſo foloweth he thynges tepozall. was hardeto 
As he is heuy/ſo ſynketh he downwarde, hold them: yet 
On the other parte / the ſoule myndfall of 7078 orlare 
her celeſtpall nature, enfozceth vpwarde bande onhis , 
with great violence, with a terrible Heſt wepõs fo: 
ſtryueth a wꝛaſtleth with the heup burthe fb 7850 dus 
ofthe erthiy body. She delpyleth 5 thing{ or hep 
that are ſeen / foz ſhe knoweth them to be 


J. 


Laplo.nif. 
tranſytoꝛy / ſhe ſcketh true thyngẽ, whiche 
be pmanent æ euer abyding: a bycauſe ſhe 
is immoꝛtall and alſo celeſtiall, ſhe loueth 
thynges i moꝛtall # celeſtial / æ retoyſeth in 
thynges of lyke natute / eftepte ſbe be bt⸗ 
— dꝛowned 4 the — ofthe —_ 4 * 

is contagyouſnes be gone out of kyn 
bone hen v from her natyue gentyineſſe, And veryly, 
baue made me nepther Pꝛometheus, ſo moche ſpoken of 

6 Care / 4nd - amonge poetes,ſowed this diſcozte th vs, 

Pallas to pur 4 PO2Cyon ofeuery beeſt mynglyng to our 

lyfe in the /a a mynde: neyther our pꝛimatyue æ᷑ tirſt mas 

om of eue: kpng gaue it / that is to ſap / it ſpꝛonge not 
fbertucg of the in vs naturally / 02 god gaue it not to vs 

Iron / thewyly- in out firſt creacyon: but ſynne hath eupll 

nes of thefore/ coꝛrupted and decayed that, whiche was 

the fearefulnes well created / ſowyng the poyſon ofdillen 

of other beſtes. cion bytwene them that were honeſtly a- 
greed. Foz befoze þ tyme, bothe the mynde 
ruled the body without beſynes:t the bo- 
dy obeyed without grudgyng. Now is it 
clene cotrary. The oꝛdꝛe bytwene them is 
ſo troubled, the affections 02 appetytes of 
the body ſtryue to go befoze reaſon: g rea⸗ 

Wan i3cop3* ſon is in a maner copelled to enclyne a fo- 
welthe ores lowe the iudgement of the body. Thou 
me/-where is a mayſt compare therfoze a man pperly to 

/lordes / a cõmunaltie / where is debate #+ parte ta⸗ 

— comon ng in it ſelfe. whiche cõmunaltie, foꝛ as 

moche as it is made of ſondzy kyndes of 


Laplo.ttf. 
men gadered togyder / which be ofdyuerſe 
t conttraty appetytes. It can not be auoy- 
ded, but that moche ſtryfe ſhal ryſe therim / 
and partes taken oftentymes / oneles the 


chefe rule and Juthoꝛite be in one. And he 


dym ſelfe be ſuche a felowe, as wyll com⸗ 
maunde nothynge, but that whiche ſhall 
be holſome, and pzofttable foꝛ the comune 
welthe. And foꝛ that cauſe it muſt nedes 
be / that he whiche is mooſt wyſe, ſholde 
mooſt beare rule. And he nedes muſt obey 
that leeſt pceyuerh oꝛ vnderſtãdeth. How 
there is nothynge moꝛe folyſſhe, than the 


kaſcall oz vyle comunaltye. And therfoze 


ought they to obey the offycers #rulers / 
and beare no rule noz offyce them ſelfe. 

The noble eſtates, oꝛ ſuche men which be 
mooſt auncyent of age / ought to be herde: 
but ſo that it lye onely in the kyng7 arby⸗ 
tremet to make ſtatutes ⁊ lawes / whome 
it is mete to be aduertyſed, to be put in re 
membꝛaunce, oz coũſepled now and than. 
But it is not mete that he (holde be com⸗ 
pelled oz that any man ſholde mayſtry,oz 
rule hym. And fynally, the kynge obepeth 


no man, but the lawe onecly. The lawe The kyiise 


muſte be correſpondent to the owwgynall 
decree of nature, oꝛ the fyzſte example of 
boneſtye. wherfoze pk this oꝛdꝛe ſubuer- 
ted, the vnrulp comunes,and that tagyng 
ij. 


obeyeth tye 


lawe 


onel y · 


Lapko.titf. 
dꝛegges of the cite, ſtryue to go befoze the 
fenyours oz eldermen: oz yf$ cheke lozdes 
deſpyſe the cõmaũdement of — 
aryſeth perylous ſedicyon, pꝛ dyuyſyon in 
our comune welth / pe & ercepte the pꝛoui⸗ 

ſpon, decree 02 authoꝛite of god ſocour / all 

the mater weyeth + enclyneth to extreme 
Kea' is kyng Myſchefe, and to vtter deſtruction. Jn man 


in a man. * reaſon beareth rowme ofa kyng. Thou 


mapſt accompt foz the chete loꝛdes certepn 

Sera gentyi affections, + them ofthe body: but yet not 
affcctions. All thing; ſo beeſtly. Of the whiche kynte, 
is naturall reuerence towarte the kather 
mother/loue to thy bzethern/a benpuoltt 

mynde towarde thy frendes a louers/ cõ⸗ 

pallyon vpon them that be vered with ad 

uerſite, oꝛ combed with ſycknes / feare of 
ifamy,ſclafider,oz loſſe of thy good name, 

deſp2e ot honeſt ——— t ſuche other 

The comoners ly Re. But ſuche affectids oꝛ paſlyds which 
be vyle appes be very greatly diſagreyng fro the decrees 
etes. of reaſon / a whiche be caſt downe, 6 muſt 
bow cuen to the vylenes of bꝛute beeſtes: 

thynke # reken thoſe, to be as it were the 

moſt raſkal & vile ſoꝛt of comune people. 

Of which kynde # ſoꝛt be lechery, tyot, en⸗ 

uy,« ſuche like diſeaſes / which al without 

excepciõ, muſt be kept vnder with pꝛiſon g 
punyſhment,as vyle @ bonde ſeruauntes, 

that they may rẽdꝛe to their mayſter, theu 


| 
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Lapfo.itif. 
taſke # wozke appoynted to them, yfthey 
can:but yfnot,at the leſt # they may to no 
darme. whiche thynges Plato pcepuyng 
by inſpiracyon ot god / wꝛote in his booke 
called Timeꝰ, how Þ ſones ot goddes had 
fozged in man, to their owne lykenes, two 
kyntes of ſoules: the one kynde ſptritual e 
immoꝛtal / the other as it were moꝛtall / in 
daũger to dyuerſe ꝑturbacions oz moctõs ure affect 
of vnquietnes. Of whiche the fyꝛſt is vo» ons of the 
luptuouſnes (as he ſayth)the bayte wher mynde / Joye/ 
by men are allured & bzought to vngracp- df 
ouſnes oz myſchefe. The next is ſoꝛowe oz 
greke, whiche letteth men / e dꝛyueth them 
om vertue 02 goodnes. After that feare 
Epzeſumptuous boldnes / two mad coun- 
ſeplours:whome accompanpeth indurate 
wꝛoth, the tefpze of vigeafice. Moꝛe ouer, 
flatering hope, with beeſtly pmaginacton 
and knowlege not gouerned of reaſon / x 
wozldly loue, that layeth handes violẽtly 
on al thyng?. Theſe be almoſt the woꝛdes 
ot Plato /e it was not vnknowen to him, 
the felicite ofthis lyfe, to be put in refrap- 
ſuche pturbacids. Foz he wꝛyteth in 
the — wozke, that they ſhall lyue ſuſtly 
6 bleſſedly / that haue ouercome theſe ap⸗ 
petytes: a that they (hall lyue vmuſiip a 
myſerablp, that were ouercome ot ſame. 
And fo the ſoule, whiche is * 1 the 


1 
N 
as in the — as thou mayſt ſe, the hygheſt parte of our 


lors. 


| Capld. itiſ. 
nature oft god / that is to ſape / foz reaſon, 
as fo2 a kyng, he appoynted a place in the 
bꝛayne, as in the chcfe toure of our cite: & 


body, e nexte to heuen, ⁊ moſt farre fro the 
nature ofbeeſtes/as a thynge veryly, whi 
che is bothe ofa very thynne bone / # ney⸗ 
ther lade with groſſe ſynewes noꝛ fleſſhe/ 
but ſurely furnyſſhed a appoynted within 
and alſo without, with powers of know⸗ 
lege / that no debate myght ryſe in our cõ⸗ 
mune welthe / but that he by them, as by 
repoꝛters, ſholde immedpatly perceyue it. 
But as touchynge the partes of the moꝛ⸗ 
tall ſoule / that is to wyte / the affectyons 
oꝛ appetytes, as euery one is / eyther obe⸗ 
dyent, 02 els grudgeth agaynſt reaſon : ſo 


The power be remoued them fro hym, Foz bytwene 
wherin is con⸗ the necke a the mydꝛyſte, he ſet that parte 


ta ned wat 
nd ate. * 


of the ſoule / wherin is conteyned bold- 
nes / wꝛath oꝛ anger / a ſedycyous affection 
beryly and full of debate / whiche nedes 
muſt be tefrayned: but he is not very bꝛu⸗ 
tyſſhe oz beeſtly / and therfoꝛe he ſeparated 
hym in a meane ſpace from the hygheſt a 
loweſt / leeſt yf he had ben to nygh to ey⸗ 
ther of them / he wolde eyther haue trou⸗ 
bled the kynges quietnes / oꝛ elſe coꝛrupte 
with the contagyouſnes of them of the 
lowelt ſoztes, cholde with them alſo con- 


Laplo.ilif. 
ſpyze agaynſt hym. Laſt ot all, that power 
whiche deſpꝛeth the voluptuous pleaſure 
of meate and dꝛynke / wherby allo we be 


moued to body]y luſt/he banyſlhed vtter- wherins con: 
ly awapye far fro the kyng; palays,downe tayncd deſrꝛe. 


alowe bynethe the mydzytte in to the ly⸗ 
uer and the paunche/ that as it were a cer 
teyn wylde beeſt vntamed / he ſholde there 
table and dwell at the racke: fo: bycauſe 
that power is accuſtomed to reyſe vp mo⸗ 
tyons mooſt violent / & to be diſobedyent 
to the commaundementes of the kynge. 
what beeſtlyneſſe,ye and what rebellyon 
is in the loweſt pozcyon of this power / at 
the leeſtwape the pꝛeuy partes ot thy bo⸗ 
dy may teche the, in whiche parte chefelp, 
this power of concupiſcence rageth and 
tyzanny reygneth / whiche alſo of al mem⸗ 
dzes onely euer among maketh rebellyon 
with vnclenly mocions / the kyng cryenge 
the contrary / x⁊ that in vayne. Thou ſeeſt 
than euydently, how that this noble beeſt 
man / ſo goodly a thynge aboue:playnly a 
without any excepcyon, endeth in an vn⸗ 
reaſonable oz bꝛute beeſt. But that noble 
couſeplour, whiche ſytteth lyke a kyng 02 
aruler in his hygh toure:hauynge alwap 


in remembzaunce his owne begynnynge, 74, oꝛnameu⸗ 
thynketh no fylthy noꝛ lowe thynge. Und tes of a kynge. 


be hath wherby he map be _ from 
tt. 
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other,a fcepter ofyuozye/bycauſe he doth 
comatide nothynge but whtche is ryght 
and good / in whoſe top wꝛyteth Homere 
to ſyt an egle / bycauſe that reaſon moun⸗ 
tyng vp to celeſttall thyng / beholdeth frõ 
aboue thoſe thyng{ that be on the groũde 
diſdeynfully / as it were with egles eyes. 
Incoclufto,he is crowned with a crowne 
ofgolde. Fo: golde in the myftycal lettres 
mooſt cõmunly betokeneth wyldom. and 
the circle betokeneth, that the wyldom of 
the kyng ſholde be perkyte + pure tn eucry 
parte. Theſe be the very gyfres oꝛ bertues 
p2operly belongyng to kynges. Fyꝛſt that 
they be very wyſe, that they do nothynge 
ampſſe by meanes of errour #lacke ot true 
knowlege.And than ſuche thyng? as they 
knowe to be good &ryght / thoſe onely to 
Wyll epurpole to do:that they do nothyng 
agaynſt the decree oꝛ iudgement of rea- 
ſon tnozdynafly, frowardly, & cozruptly. 
And who ſo euer lacketh any oftheſe two 
poyntes / counte hym to be, not a kynge / 
that is to ſape, a ruler / but a robber. 


¶ Otthe diuerſite ok aſtections. Ca. v. 


O Ur kynge Reaſon may be oppꝛeſſed 
verylp / pet bycauſe of 5 eternal lawe 


which god hath grauen in him, be can not | 
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Capło. v. 
be — — that he ſhal grudge 8 cal 
dacke, Tot home yfthe reſydue of the cd de engt te 
— yll obey / he (ball neuer cömpt iyue after revs 
222 — at all, epther to be repented o — — — 
— — : but all thyng{ (hal be — Perpeoteti 
—.— with great moderacyon / with uU mat af 
ene quiernes xtranquillite.1But as tou retro udeve 
—— — Dtotct # Pertipo- 2 — 
— mwhat / though bothe agree neceſſary to 
ds nip we ought to lyue after reaſõ / — rro tore 
* — — —— —ͤ— wyll TIO 
—— ſed foz a ſeaſon (as it were Stolcy de the 
ples) the ect — — ro which purſe 
cples) the affections, whiche immedyariy — — 
— p of the ſenſuall powers / # be neg the! ward 
_ _ iudgemẽt and true exramyna- eoltaney ofthe 
— i jar is to be enlewed 02 choſen / n de mae 
what to be eſchewved oz forlaken/rhat tha 888 885 
— — and foꝛſake them. Foꝛ *! Wen bt 
—— (as they ſape) not onely no — be | 
— ——— alſo hurtful x — — with 
—— 2X they wil, that a pfyt uerſitie 2 — 
— olde lacke all ſuche mocions / mne ſa feng at 
—— 02 ſyckneſſes ol the mynde / and aden tot 
withm oche ado ſome which be moze gen — 
— — to a wyſe man theſe firſt moci⸗ avfi7 of nature 
— entyng reaſon, whiche they call begin 
— — — Peripotetici cn? :bue — 

s not to be deſtroyed vt⸗ . . 


tert 
but to be refrapned: that the vſeof dobe Meral. 
to be ſuffic xẽ̃t. 
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Lapfko.bv: 

And as thou ſeeũ one comune welth to be one man 
moze vnquiet than another:ſo is one man moe prone 18 
moꝛe enclyned oꝛ pꝛone to vertue, than an vᷣtue than :om. 
other. whiche diFerence cometh not ofthe 

dyuerſite of myñdes / but eyther of the in⸗ 

fluence of celeſtyall bodyes / oꝛ cls of our 
pgenytours/ oꝛ els of the bꝛyngyng vp in 

pouth / oꝛ of 5 coplerion ofthe body. Ho⸗ 

crates fable, of carters and hoꝛſes, good x 

badde/ is none olde wyaes talc: foꝛ thou 

mayſt ſe ſome to be boꝛne of ſo moderate, 

ſofte, quiet # gentyl diſpoſicpon / ſo eaſy to 

be handled / to be turned # wynded / that 

without beſynes, they may be enduced to 

bertue/ æ renneth foꝛwarde by theyꝛ owne 

courage without any ſpurryng. To ſome __ 

clene contrary thou mayſt pceyue to haue Te rebellpon 
happened: a body tebellyous as a wylde # ve inputed to 
kycking hoꝛſe: in ſo moche ÿ he whiche ta⸗ no man. 
meth him / hal haue ynough to do x wete 
apace / # yet ſcarſe with a very rough byt / 
ſcarſe with a waſter + ſharpe ſpurres. can 
ſubdue his ſierſnes. If any ſuche one hath 
hapned to the / let neuer v rather thy herte 
fayle the / but ſo moche the moꝛe ferucntly 
ſet vpon it, thynking on this wyſe:not the 
wape of vertue to be ſtopped oꝛ ſhutte vp 
fro the: but a larger mater cf vertue to be 
offred vnto the. But and yf ſo be. that na⸗ 
ture hath endued with a gentyll mynde / 


Uyces folow- 
age the age. 


Caplo. b. 


thou art not therfoze ſtreyghtway better | 
than an other man / but happycr/ and pet 


agayn on that maner wyſe art thou moze 


happy / that thou art alſo moꝛe bounde. 


How be it, what is he is endued with fo 
happy gyftes of nature / whiche hath not 
haboũdaũtly thynges pnough to wzeſtle 
withal. Therfoze in what parte ſhal be ꝑ⸗ 


cciued moſt rage oz rebellion to be:in that 


parte reaſon our kynge muſt watche dili⸗ 
gctly. There be certeyn vices appꝛopꝛiate 
to euttry cofitree/as to bꝛeake pzomeſle, is 
famylyar to ſome : to ſome ryot oꝛ pdiga- 
lite: to ſome bodylp luſt oz pleaſure ofthe 
fleſſhe/# this happeneth to them by dil⸗ 
poſycyon of they: countrees. Some vices 
accopany the complexion of the body / as 
appetite æ luſt foꝛ the company of women 
E the deſyꝛe ofplcaſures # wanton ſpoꝛtes 
accopany the ſanguyne men. wzath,fyerſ- 
nes,curſed ſpekyng foloweth the coleryke 
men. Gꝛolnes of mynde / lacke ofactiuite/ 
lluggiſbnes ot body. a to be giuẽ to moche 
ſlepe, foloweth the flumatyke man. Enup 
mwarde heuynes, bytternes, to be ſolyta⸗ 
xy, ſelte mynded, ſoleyn, and chozlyſſhe,fo- 
loweth the melancolyke plone. Dome vt- 
ces abate a encreaſe after the age of man / 
as in pouth, luſt of body, waſtful exſpen 
ces, aud rachnes, oꝛ folyſlhe hardynes. In 


eres ese ooo g essen 2. 


 Lapko.v, 
olde age, nyggichnes, oꝛ to moche ſauyng, 
wapwardnes & auarice. Some vices ther — — 
be which (hold ſeme appꝛopꝛiate to kynte 
as — to a to the wo⸗ 
man, æ deſpꝛe ot᷑ wꝛeke, oꝛ to be reuenged. 
It foztuneth now & than, that nature (as DRE 
{ were to make amentes)rec6penſeth the {3omme res 
diſeaſe oz fpcknes of the mynde / with an compticd w 
other certeyn cõtraty good gyfte oz pper- an otder 

te. One man is lomwhat pzone oz encly- rn m ꝓperie 
ned to pleaſure of woꝛldly paſtymes / but 

nothyng angry / nothyng enuyous at all. 

Another ts chaſte, but ſomwhat pꝛoude oz 

bygh mynded, ſomwhat haſty, ſomwhat 

to gredy vpon the woꝛlde. And there be 

whiche be vered with certeyn wonterfull 

efatall vices / with thefte, ſacrylege, æ ho⸗ 
micyde:whiche truly thou muſt withſtade 

with al thy might / againſt whoſe aſſaulte 

mult be caſt a certeyn bꝛaſen wall of ſure 

purpoſe. On the other ſyde, ſome affecttõs 

beſo nygh neyghbours to vertue / that it Let che vices 
is ieopardous leeſt we ſholde be deceyued, whiche diawe 
the dtuerlitye is ſo daũgerous & doutfull, e 
Theſe affectios are to be corrected # amen 
ed / a may be turned very well to that ver 
tue whiche they moſt nygh reſcble. There 

is ſome man(bycauſe of example) whiche 

is ſoone ſet a ſpꝛe / is hote / at ones puoked 

to anger with the leeſt thyng in þ woꝛlde⸗ 


Lapko.v, | 

let hym refrayne a (obze his mynde / a he 
wall be bolde and couragpous / nothynge 
faynt hericd oꝛ fearfull/ he ſhall be free of 
lpcche, without diſſimulacto. There is an 
other man ſomwhat holumg, oz to moche 
ſaupng:let hym put to reaſon/# he ſhal be 
called thzyfty a a good huſbande. He that 
is ſomwhat flateryng / hal be with mote- 
racyon curteys # pleaſaũt. He that is ob⸗ 


ſtynate, may be cõſtant.Solempnes, map 


be turned to grauite. And he that hath to 

moche of folyſlhe toys, may be a good cõ⸗ 

patnotthe panpõ. And after the ſame maner ot other 
name of vᷣtue lyghter diſeaſes of the mynde. we muſt be 
to any maner Ware ofthis onely,þ we cloke not the vice 
of ppce. of nature, with þ name of vertue/ callyng 
heupnes of mynde grautte/crudelite tuſtice 

enuy zeale / fylthy nyggiſbnes thzyfte/fla- 

tcring good felowſhyp/knauery oz rybal- 


Know thy ſelf, 02y,v2zbanite oꝛ mery ſpekyng. The onely | 


waye thertoꝛe to fclicite, is fyꝛſt that thou 
knowe thy ſelfe. Secondly, that thou do 
nothing aftcr atfections/but in all thyng? 
Do all thyngt #ffer the tudgement of reaſon. Let reaſon 
after the mge: be ſoũde # pure & without coꝛrupcyon: let 
ment of reaſon not his mouth be out ok taſte / that is to 
ſay / let hym beholde honeſt thynges. But 


thou wylt ſay : it is an harde thynge that 
thou cõmaũdeſt: who ſayth nay? And ve⸗ 


tyly the ſapinge of Plato is true: what (0 


| 


egen 


2 Capło. v. 
euer thynges be fapꝛe # honeſt / the ſame 
be harde and trauayltull to obteyne. Ho⸗ 
thyng is moꝛe harde, than a man ſholde 
ouercome hym ſelfe. But than is there no 
greater rewarde, than is felicite. Iherony The ſaxeng of 
mus ſpake that thynge excellently, as he It Jerome: 
dothe all other thynges:nothyng is moꝛe 
happp, than a chꝛyſten man / to whome is 
pꝛompted kyngdom of heuen. Hothyng 
is in greater peryll, than he whiche euery 
houre is in tcopardy of his lyfe. Nothyng 
is moꝛe ſtronge, than he that oucrcometh 
the deupll. Nothyng is moꝛe weyke, than 
he that is oucrcome ot the fleſlhe. If thon 
ponder thyne owne ſlrengthe onely / no⸗ 
thing is harder, than to ſubdue the fleſſhe 
vnto the ſpiryt. It thou (alt lake on god 
thy helper / nothynge is moze eaſp. Row 
therfo2e, coceyue thou with all thy myght 
and with a feruent mynde, the purpoſe a 
pꝛofeſſpon of perfyte lyfe. Und whan thou 
haſt grounded thy ſc!fe vpon a ſure pur- 
poſe / ſet vpon it,# go to it luſtely:mannes 
mynde neuer purpoſed any thynge feruft- 
ly, that he was not able to bꝛyng to paſſe. * 
ris a greate parte of a chzpiten lyfe/ to bea chen 
deſy2e with full purpoſe, and with all his man isg great 
herte, to be a chꝛyſten man. That thynge part of chꝛiſten 
whiche at the firſt ſyght 02 metyng / at the done. 
firſt acqueyntaunce 02 compynge to / ſhall 


Lapko.v, 
ſeme tmpoſſible to be cõquered oꝛ wonne, 
in pces ot᷑ tyme, ſhall be gentyl ynough,s 
with vſe eaſy:yea and at lengthe thzough 
cuſtome,ſhall be very pleaſaũt. It is a ve⸗ 
ty pzoper ſaping of Beſiodus. The waye 
ot vertue ig harde at the begynnynge / but 
after t ſt crepte vp to the top, there 
remayneth foz the very ſure quietnes. No 
beeſt ts ſo wylte, whiche wereth not tame 
by the crafte of man. And ſhall there be no 
crafte to tame the mynde, of the tamer of 
all thynges? That thou myght be hole in 
thy body / thou canſt ſtedfaſtly purpoſe, 3 
cdmaũde thy ſelfe fo2 certeyn peres, to ab⸗ 
ſtayne frõ dꝛynkynge ol wyne / to foꝛbeare 
the fleſſhe, a company of women: whiche 
thyng the phiſictan beyng a man, pꝛeſcri⸗ 
bed to the. And to lyue quietly al thy lyfe, 
canſt thou not rule thyne aftectiõs / no not 
a fewe monethes? whiche thyng god that 
is thy creatour # maker cõmaũdeth the to 
do? To ſaue thy body from ſycknes: there 
is nothyng whiche thou doeſt not? To de⸗ 
lyuer thy body e thy ſoule alſo, ftõ eternal 
deth / doeſt thou not theſe thynges whiche 
mnfydeles ethnicy e gentyles haue done? 


¶ Ot the in warde z outwarde man: 
and ofthe two partes ot man / pꝛo⸗ 
ned by holy ſcripture. Capło.vbi. 


I Laplo.bf; : . 
9 J am aſhamed in chꝛiſten 
Ummens behalte / ot whome the mooſt 
parte folowe as they were baute beeſtes 
thetr affeayons e ſenſuall appetytes/# in cryſt in mam 
this kynde of Warre are ſo rude e vnererct- ſayth he 
ſed / that they do not as moche as hnowe w bar 
the dierütie brtwene reaſons affections wie d 
oz paſſpons. They ſuppoſe þ thing onely, father aga 
to be 5 ma whiche they le > kele / ye # they 
thynke nothyng to be beſyte the 
whiche offre thefelfe to enſpble wyttes 
—— — ts — th rye 
'ruer they greatly couepte / y they thynke | 
to be ryght:thep call peace,certapn & allt BI feg 
ted bondage / whyle reaſon oppzeſſed, and The h 
blynded foloweth whyder ſo euer þ appe 
tyre on affection calleth without relitcce. in come aces 
This is þ myſerable peace, whiche Lhziſt the huſvande 
the authour of very peace that hath made accepte 
both one, came to bzeke/fl holſom e ah 2 
warre bytwene the father a t / by tow his deuſom 
twene the huſbande a the wyfe/bytwene —.— ide 
thoſe thynges whiche filthy.concozte had rte — 
yuell coupled togyther. How than let the eyme 6% wete 
authoꝛitie ofthe philoſophers be of lytell ſhontdefolowe 
weyght / excepte thoſe ſame thynge be all — 
taught in holy ſcripture / though not with cute ber Lind 
the lame wozdes. That the philoſophers — 1 — 
call reaſon / p calleth Paule ſomtpme the his father / and 
ſpytt / ſomtyme ß inner man/othertphyle — 


- „ 


\ ."”  kynginthe 


Caplo. vi. | 

Reafonothe ip! the lawe of the mynde. That they call at⸗ 
man / ce laue ecki be calleth ſomtyme the fleſſhe: ſom 
of the mynde / tyme y bodp:another tyme the vtter man 
be onc tpnge and rhe * ofthe mebꝛes. walke(ſayth 
with paul. Saule) in the ſpiryte/#yeſhat not accom 
Affection / the plylſhe the delpꝛes a luſtes of the fleſibe/ 
Reſlythebody/ to; the fleſche deſyzeth cotrary to the ſpy⸗ 
dle lang or iht rpte/ & the ſpiryre contrary tothe fleflhe/ 
mevzes/bcone that pe can not do what ſo euer thing] ye 
thynge with wolde. And in an other place. It pe all 
Paule. lpue after ÿᷣ fleſſhe pe ſhall dye. Jfye wal⸗ 
4 ſpiryt ſhal moztifye the dedes 

Pesceilyfe ir: Ok the fleſſhe / pe ſhal lyue.Certapn this is 
dertie of ſouie / à newe chaũge ok thing / that peace ſhuld 
wrhewarre. be ſought in warrt / and warre in peace: in 
Nühber. Tech tptc/x tn ipte deche in bondage liberty 
- nin liberty bondage. Foz Paule wꝛiteth in 
; an other place. I chaſtiſe my body e bꝛing 
hym in to ſeruptude. Here alſo the liberty. 

It pe be led with the ſpiryt / pe be not ſubs 

tect to þlawe, And we haue not ( ſayth he) 

receyued agayne the ſpitpte ot᷑ bõdage in 

leare / but the ſpiryte / whiche hath elected 

vs to be chyldꝛen ot god. He ſayth in an 

other place. I ſe an other lawe in my me- 

bꝛes repugnynge agaynlſt the lawe of my 
mynde / ſubdupyng me to the lawe ofſpnne 

whiche lawe is im my membꝛes. Thou res 

deſt with him alſo ofthe vtter ma whiche 


— —— 


ts coʒrupte / and of the inner man whiche 


—— — —— — 


Capo. vf. 
is renewed daye by daye, Plato put two 
ſoules to be in one man. Paule in one mã 


maketh two info coupled togyder / that A doubie mas 


neyther without other can he pether ĩ he⸗ 
uen oz hell:a agayne ſo ſeparated that the 
teth of the one muſt be p lyte ofthe other. 
To the ſame'as J ſuppoſe)pertayn thoſe 
thyn3; whiche he w;ote to rhe Chozintes 
The fyꝛſt man was made in to a lyuynge 
ſoule. The laſte Adam was made in to a 


'Thelaft adam 


ſpiryte quyckenynge: but that is not fyꝛſt is Chiſte. 


whiche is ſpirituall / but that whiche is ly 
uynge:than foloweth that w hiche is ſpi⸗ 
tytuall. The fyꝛſt man came of the erthe, 
hym ſelfe terrellryall. The ſeconde came 
from heuen, ⁊ he hym ſelte celeſtyall. And 
bycauſe it ſhulde moze eupdently appere 
theſe thynges to pertayne not o nelp to 
Chꝛiſt and adam / but to vs al: he added 


ſayeng. as was the man of the erth / ſuche 


are terreſtryall « erthly perſons. As is the 
celeſttal mã / ſuche are the celeſtial pſons. 
Thertoꝛe as we haue boꝛne the ymage of 
the erthly man: euen lo nowe let vs beate 


the ymage ofthe celeſtyall man, Foz this 
J ſay bretherne, that fleſlhe & blode (ball 


not poſſeſſe the kyngdom of heuẽ / noꝛ coꝛ⸗ 
rupcton ſhall poſſeſſe incoꝛrupcion. Thou 
ceyueſt playnly how tn this place he cal- 


leth Adam made of erth, that Fro which 


N. 


| Kapfo.vf. | 
Jacob fygu: in another place hecalleth the fleſkbe,and 
reththeſp!r?t. the vtter ma whiche is coxrupte.And this 
au ide neſde c me thynge certaynip is alſo the body of 
Zacov x Eau / deth / wherwith Paule agreued cryed out 
bpelevot lat Oh wꝛetched man $ J am/who ſbal dely 
autem chert uet me from this body of deth? Jn cöclu⸗ 
mothers beiy / ſpon Paule declaring Þ moſt dyuers fruite 
ſhecounſexied gf the fleſſhe & of the ſpyꝛite / waiteth in an 
wub g0d/ 3 be other place / lapeng. Be that ſoweth i his 
whE1hal(p:x1ig ficſibe, hal alſo repe oꝛ mowe of his fleſly 
— — —— but he than a_ 7 pſpteyt 
+ thall repe 0z mowe ofthe ſptryte ly 
were, dür the nal. This is þ olde debate of two twoynnes 
— ſhold ſer: move — qe 1 — —— 
e yongcr- hzought foꝛth in to light, wꝛa ithi 
Eſau was yo the cloyſters of the mothers belly. e Eſau 
folowed / hol vetilp caught fro Jacob the pꝛeempnence 
dyng £ſau taſt of byꝛth / a was firſt boꝛne: but Jacob pꝛe⸗ 
Werd  Ufted bo agapne ofhis fathers —.— 
Eau beyng an That whiche is carnall comery tpꝛit / 
hungred,/ folde the ſpirituall thyng is euer beſt, The one 
berger for Was teed / hygh coloured and rough with 
a meſſe of por: heere:the other ſmothe. The one vnquiet 
tage. wh3 Jrac and an hiiter: the other reioyſed in dome⸗ 
was Zee,  ftycall autetues. And þ one alſo fo2 hüger 
pad ſan cop ſolde the right that pteyned to hym by in- 
ſon / that J herytaunce / in p he was the elder bzother: 
myobt cate of tyhple he enticed with a vyle pꝛeſt and pes 
«+blyſſe the warde of voluptuouſnes / tell rom his nas 


ere q dr tue lpbertie,tn to the bondage of ſynne- 


- — — — 


- 
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bothe were bgzne of one bely/# at one ty⸗ — 2 


ok good e obedpent perſons / the father of evyit; 


Capto. vj. 
The other pꝛocured by craft ot᷑ grace that gut vy ide da 
whiche belonged not to hym by tyght of uyce i meanes 
law. Bttwene theſe two bꝛethern though of the motder: 


me / pet was there neuer ioyned pfyte con theres bieſrmg/ 
coꝛde. Foz Eſau hateth Jacob / Jacob foz ror be; 
his parte though he quyteth not hate foz {24&of die 
ate / pet he fleeth a hath euer Eſau ſuſpe Than came 
ted / nepther dare come within his daun- nau e 
ger. To the lykewyſe, what ſo euer thyng ersten g. 
affection counſapleth oz pſuadeth:let it be ered the fa: 
ſuſpected, foz the doutfull credence of the ther. J have 
cofiſaylour. Jacob onely ſawe the loꝛde: 838 tar 
Clau as one delytynge in blode lyueth by After tyat/38 
the ſwozde. To cõdlude whan the mother bot we our 
aſked counſayle ofthe lozte, he anſwered, loꝛde face to 
theelter ſhalbe ſcruaunt to i yonger. And 5 g men 
ſaac the father adted:thou Eſau ſhalt to 57 i 
eruyce to thy bꝛother. And the tyme ſhall che None 
come whan thou ſhalt ſbake of «loſe his BE be 
yoke from thy necke, The loꝛde pphecieth Jm 


puell e diſobedyft pſons. The one decla⸗ 2 | 
reth what ought to be done of al men: the a eber 
other tolte afoze hante what þ moſt parte drm 
wolde do. Baule wylleth that the wyfe be pre oi dommi 
obedye to her huſbade for bettevis(ſapth pte. Le ler- 
ſcripture) the iniquite of the man / thi the 
goodnes of p woman. Our Eue is carnal 


affection / whole eyen þ 3 ſer 
tif. 
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the ſpirit / as it were a 2tinual feeſt. And as 
the fader let not his wife haue her pleſure 
without adupſement:euen ſo hath he the 
(pozeyng of the childꝛẽ togyder ſuſpecte / J 
mene of Jſaac with Iſmaell. Sara wold 
not$ the childe of a bõödwomã a the chilte 
of a fre womi,ſbuld haue cõuerſacion to- 
gyder at þ age: but that Iſmael( while as 
pet youth is feruent) ſhulde be banyſſhed 
out of pſtce/leſt vnder a colour ofpaſtyme 


he myght entyce a dꝛawe vnto his owne off 


maners, Fſaac pet yonge æ tender of age. 
w was Saraan olde wyfe a now had 
ought foꝛth Flaac/yet miſtruſteth Abza 
ha,ercopt the anſwer of god had apꝛoued 
his wyues coũſa yle. He is not ſure ofthe 
womã vatyll he herde o god: in al thyng? 
that Sara hath ſayd to ß / here her voyce. 
O happy ode age ofthf,in whom ſo moz 
tifped is the carnall mi made ofthe erth, 
that he in nothynge beſpeth the ſpiryte. 
whiche agremẽt, whether in al thing? per 
fyte may happen to any mi in this lyfe oꝛ 
no/vertly J dare not aſtyꝛme:peradutture 


of an inocẽt mynde / with ſure qutetnes of commended 


hi to obey his 
wyres requeſt. 


Let youth fee 
the orcaſ;0n 


Troudie of the 


it were not expedyẽt. Fc euf vnto Paulk arent tothe 
was gyuen vnquietneſie a trouble of the exercyie of ver 


fleſh,þ meſleger ofſathan to ver hi with⸗ 
all. And at þ thyꝛde tyme whan he deſyzed 
che loꝛde to haue þ melleger taken fro hun 


* * 


tue ⁊ cuſtod ye 
of humilst ue. 


but one 


Foz ſtrength is wzought e made e in 
weaknes. In dede this is g newe — 
remedy. Paule leeſt he ſhulde be pꝛoude, is 
tempted with pꝛide, y he myght be ſlrdge 
in 1 be is compelled to be weake in 
hymſelte. Foꝛ he bare the treaſure of celes 
ftyalreuelacios in a veſſel oferth:that the 
| excellecye chulde depẽde of might of god / 
e not ot himſelte.whiche one exdple of the 
F r: w_ apoſtle putteth vs in remẽbꝛaunce a ware 
— neth vs of manp thyng{.Firſt ot al þ whã 
n we be aſſaulted of vyces / immediatiy we 
muſt gyue our lelfe to pꝛaper / ę often ty⸗ 
mes delpze helpe of god. Moze ouer that 
teptactonsto pfyte men are not perilous: 
Ira wes but allo are very expedyẽt to the cõtynu⸗ 
ſerpente with aũte ꝶ peſeruyng of vertue.Laſt of al we 
wany beddes/ 
of whichc one be admonyſſhed whan all other thyng{ 
/ are oo tamed,than the vice of vapnglozy 


was amal 
Seelen ind eueni the chefe tyme of vertues, layeth a- 


efonebed-vij- Whom Hercules fought withal, a quycke 

Ke meters dercn we ns WH) tagen wl 
own woiites/ atþl 2 

barns or an — be — — di⸗ 

0 oped, Neuertheleſle cõtynuall e impoꝛ⸗ 

Water cod tunate labour ouercometh althig. In the 

#6 wore ſprung meane tyme whyle thy mynde rageth # is 


this. Paule mp grace is ſulficitt foz the, 


beſmote waite: that this vice is as it were Hidza - 


— — — — — — — — 


eggs ggagggagesgsgggegtegeeese 


| 


| 


— — — . — — 


Smeg page | 
thiuſt Edzaw 
dene, holde # bynde this Prothens — — 


with tough bades, whyle he goth aboute cron muſte de 
eochaiigehimſelfe into al wdderful thin- ice Downer 


ges / in to fyze/in toÞþ ſbap of ſome terrible god whic 
wyltebeeſt,+into a rẽnyng ryuer,# neuer chaſigeth 
leaue htm vntyll he come agayn in to his !0 allwanerts 
owne natural lykenes & ſhap. what is ſo gere 


lyke Pzotheus,as is the affections + appe but he wyl tel 


tites offooles,whiche dꝛaw tht ſomtyme — — 


in to beeſtly & bodyly luſt / ſomtyme in to ®* 
mad ire oꝛ wꝛath / otherwhyle i to poyſon 
ö — — ee a 

no at the ex connyng poete . 
Uirg! ſayd: than ſþal dyuers ſimilitudes eb o arekew 
and faſſpons of wylde beeſtes delude and which had toſt 


mocke/ fo: ſodaynly he wyll be a fearfull 2!5beſt{2coi 


ſwpne #foule tygre / x a dzagon ful of ſca- edit his 
ies / a lyoneſle with a reed maane/02 ſhal a goddes how 
cofiterfayte the quicke ſounde ofthe flame be m!ght reſto 
offyze. But here haue i rem?bzaſice what cen ante 


.foloweth. The moze he chaungeth hym pthes xraught 


ſelt in to al maner of ſimilitudes / the moze a craft to bind 
my ſone(ſayth Mirgil) ſtrapne thy tough BA told the 

bades.And alſo bycauſe we ſball not nete jc. Than 
to returne agayneto fables ofpoet{/thou taught ptheus 
ſhalt by thenſample ofthe holy patriarke howeof a deed 
Jacob letne to endure + to wzaſtle luſtely fer macht be 
all nyght vnto ÿ moznyng of godd; helpe rego;edagam. 


—— 


Jacob wieſtied 


(leer that. 


the momng 
be woldnotlet what rewarde of his victgzp # great vers 
Ain tue that myghty + ercell#t ſtronge wꝛall⸗ 
efam: place. ler obtapned/it is certaynly very pzofpta- 

gungen ble to here. Fyꝛſt of all god blyſſed hym in 
that ſame place. Fo: euermoꝛe after that 
iſo that the temptacyon is ouercome/ a certayne 
Jacob balted ſynguler encreaſe of diuyne grace is added 
vnto a man / wherby he ſhuld be an other 


wot bis thigh 


on the one leg 


wyll not let the departe excepte thow 
t haue gyut᷑ me thy blellyng firſt. But 


tyme moche moe ſurely armed than he 
was bcfoze agaynſt thaſſaulte of his ene⸗ 
me. Furthermoꝛe by touchyng the thigh 
the ſynewe of the conquerour wyddꝛed 
and ſhꝛonke / and he began to halte on the 


one fote. God curſeth them by the mouth 


ol his ꝓphete whiche halt on bothe their 


lete / that is to ſay / tht᷑ whiche wyll bothe 


lyue carnally / e pleaſe god alſo. But they 
be happy in whome carnall affectyons be 
ſo moztifyed/that they beare a lene moſte 


ok all to the ryght kate / that is / to the ſpi⸗ 


ryte. Fynally his name was chaunged: ot 
Jacob he was made Iſrael / and of a beſy 
wꝛaſtler a quyet perſone. After thou Haſte 
— 7 thy fleſſhe / and crucifyed it wi 
vytes and concupyſcences / than ſha 
tranquyllyte and quyetneſſe without all. 
trouble come vnto the / that thou may 


ko. 95 8 
begyn to gyue 2 — thou ſhalt ſay / 


„ 
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be at leyſer to beholde the loꝛde / that thou Cod appereth 
mayſte taſte a fele that the loꝛde is pleſaſit angelt. 
and ſwete / fo that thyng is ſt ed by ; 
Iſraell. God is not ſene in fy2e oꝛ in the ve bathe wal⸗ 
whozle wynde e troublous rage oftemp- H mates du. 
* but after the tempeſt ofthe dpuell to —— 
it lo be thou ſhalt endure perſcuerantly) of Oꝛell where 
foloweth the hyſſyng of a thynne ayꝛe oz ?* prayed ina 
wynde orlpirituali cöſolacton. After that bac erm come 
ane hath bꝛethed quyetly vpon the / than forthe 2 ſtande 
applye thyne inwarde eyen / s thou ſhalte gore god and 
de Ilrael / and ſhalt ſap with hym. I haue Pears wont 
ſene my loꝛde / and my ſoule is made hole, th —— 
Thou ſhalte ſc hym that ſayde: no fleſſhe an fire god 
wall le me. Coniyder thy leite dilygently/ 9395 17 eve e 
ik thou be fleſſhe / thou halte not ſe god: . — 72 | 
Cow — bem mot! thy ſoule ſhall not be W e 

. an aper 

pp bt ethcrfoze that thou 241 Araa 


¶ Ot thꝛe partes of man / the ſpiryte / 
the ſoule / and the fleſſhe. Capko. vi, 


Deſe thynges afoze wꝛitten were : 
Clam a great deale moꝛe than ſuf- Fel debe rer 
ent: neuertheleſſe that thou mayſte e Spine of 
beſomwhat mo:e ſenſybly knowwen vnto anne melt 
thy ſelfe/ J wyll reherſe compendyouſly this dunſion. 
the dyuyſpon of man / after the diſcryp⸗ 
cyon of Dzygene/ foꝛ he foloweth Paule 


makyng 
and the fl 


By this parte we be knyt to god / 6 made 


Laplo.bff. 

partes / the ſpiryte/the ſoule 
e / whiche the partes Paule 
topned togyder / wꝛityng to the Theſſalo 
niceces, That your ſpiryte (ſayth he) pour 
ſoule & your body map be kepte clene and 
vncozrupte/that pe be not blamed oꝛ accu 
ſed at the comyng okour loꝛd Jeſu Lhziſt. 
And Elſatas(leuing out the loweſt parte) 
maketh mencton of two / ſapeng mp ſoule 
Wall delpꝛe g longe foꝛ the in the nyght / ye 
and m my ſpiryt a my hert ſiryng{ J wpll 
wake in the moznynges foz to pleaſe the. 
Alſo Daniell ſayth/let the ſpiryt{ a ſoules 
ofgood menlaude god, Out ofthe which 
places ofſcripture Oztgene gathereth not 
agaynſt reaſon the thze poꝛcions of man / 
that is to wete / þ body/ otherwyſe called 
the fleſibe/the moſt vile parte ol vs / wher 
in the malycious ſerpft thꝛough ouginall 
treſpace, hath wꝛitten the lawe of ſynne / 


wherwithall we be ꝓuoked to filthynes: 


and alſo if we be ouercom we be coupled 
and made one with the dyuell. Than the 


ſptryt, wherin we repꝛeſent þ umilitude of + 


the nature ol god / in which alſo our moſt 
blyſſed maker after the oziginal paterne # 
example of his owne mynde hath grauen 
the eternal lawe ofhoneſtte with his kyn⸗ 
ger / that is with his ſpirit the holy gooſt. 


— ' — — — 


ot is made one body with her: but he that Saane 
deueth to the lord / is one ſpirit with him. ren god hard 
He calleth the harlot the frayle a weake raue thelawe 


| | 2 

one with him. In the thirde place z in the 

myddes bytwene theſe two he putteth the 

ſoule / whiche is part taker ofthe ſenſpble 

wyttes ꝶ natural mocions. She as one in 
a ſedicious æ wꝛãgling cõmun welth muſt Thou muſt rs 
nedely ioyne her ſelfe to one parte oꝛ the ——— 
other / de is troubled ol bothe partes / che Zed 
is at her libertie to whether part ſhe wyl ce / var in rhe 
— It we foꝛſake the flelſbe & couep ſovle ve many 
yer! lte to the partes of the ſpirpt / che her w Wemorg: 
(bal be ſpiritual alſo. But e if ſhe caſt yu the ſpiryre 
— ſelte down to thappetites ofthe body ie the moſt pu- 
e ſpall growe out ofkynde in to the ma co 5 tarde tis 
ner ofþ body. This is it that Paule ment moſt high and 
wzttyng to the Choꝛintes. Bemembze ye diune porcion 
not that he þ topneth hym ſelfe to an har- 9four ſoute. 


rte ofthe man. This is that pleſaunt a 9 f fare, Ne 
ering woman of whom thou redeſt in jaw naturall af 
the ſeconde chapiter of pꝛouerbes on this ter the ſymyly- 


Wyſe, That thou mayſt be delpuered from — — of 18 


a ſtraiige woman a from a woman of an one mmdc. 
other coũtre / whiche maketh her wozdes 
werte + pleſaũt / æ foꝛſaketh her huſbande 
to whom ſhe was maryed in her pouth / 
bath foꝛgottt the pmeſle ſhe made to her 
loꝛde god: her hous boweth towne to deth 
and her path is to hell. who ſo euer gothe 


Lapko. bij. | 
in to bell / hall neuer returne:noꝛ ſhall at⸗ 
tayne the path ot lyte. And in the. vj. chap. 
That thou mapſt kepe the from an puell 
woman / e from the flateryng tonge of a 
ſtraũge woman / let not thy hert melte on 
her beautpe / be not thou diſcepued with 
ber beckes / koꝛ the pꝛyce ot an harlot is 
ſcarce woꝛche a pece of bzeed: but the wo 
man taketh awaye the pꝛecyous ſoule of 


the man. Dyd he not whan he made men 
tion of the harlot / the herte a the ſoule, ex | 


pꝛeſſe by name thꝛe partes of man. Agayn 
in the. ir. chapiter. A folyſſhe woman euer 
bablyng a full of woꝛdes / l wymmynge in 
pleaſures / a hath no lernyng at al / ſytteth 
in the doꝛes ot her houſe vpon a ſlole in 
an high place of the cyte to call them that 
paſſe by the waye and be goynge tn thetr 
iournep / who ſo euer is a chylde / let hym 
turne in to me: + ſhe ſaid vnto a foole a an 
hertles perſon:water that is ſtolen is ple⸗ 
ſaũter / x bꝛeed that is hyd pꝛiuelp, is ſwe⸗ 
ter. And he was not ware that there be gy 
auntes / © their geftes be in the bottom of 
hell. Foz who lo euer ſhall be coupled to 
her / he (hall diſcende in to hell. And who 
ſo euer ſhall departe fro her / ſhalbe ſaued. 
J beſeche the with what colours coude 
moꝛe woꝛkmanly haue ben paynted and 
let out eyther the venpmous entycemen⸗ 


Lapko. vi. 
tes and wanton pleaſures of the poyſo⸗ 
ned fleſſhe / pꝛouokyng and temptyng the 
ſoule to fylthyneſſe of ſynne / oz els the im 
poꝛtunptie of the ſame, cryenge and ſiry⸗ 
uyng agaynſt the ſpiryte / oz the wꝛetched 
ende that foloweth whan ſhe dothe ouer⸗ 
come the ſpiryte. To conclude thertoꝛe / 
the ſpiryte maketh vs goddes / the fleſſhe 
maketh vs beeſtes: the ſoule maketh vs 
men : the ſpiryte maketh vs relygyous/ 
obedyent to god/ kynde and mercyfull. 
Te fleſche maketh vs diſpyſers of god / 
-diſobedyent to god / vnkynde and cruell. 
The ſoule maketh vs indyſterent / that is 
to ſap / neyther good noꝛ badde. The ſpy⸗ 
tyte deſpꝛeth celeſtyal thynges:the flelſhe 


deſpꝛeth delycate and plelaunt thynges. 


5 


thzuſteth vs downe to hell. To the ſoule 


e ſoule deſpꝛeth neceſſary thynges:the 
ptecaryeth vs vp to heucn: the fleſſbe 


nothyng is imputed: what lo euer is car⸗ 
nall oꝛ ſpzingeth of the flelſhe, that is kyl⸗ 


thy: what ſo euer is ſpirytuall pꝛocedyng 
ok the ſpiryte / that is pure / perkyte & god⸗ 
ly: what ſo euer is naturall a pꝛotedeth of 


the ſoule / is a meane a indittcrent thyng / 
nepther good noꝛ badde. wylt thou moꝛe 


.playnly baue the dyuerſp:te of theſe thꝛe 
partes ſhewed vnto the as it were with a 


mannes fpynger? certaynly J well aſlaye. 


e Thou art vnder tereuerent ear fey 
ſerueth no re: patẽtes:thou louelt thy bꝛother / thy chyl⸗ 


b. bij. 


dꝛẽ e thy frende:it is not ot ſo great vertue 
to do theſe thyngf, as it is abhompnable 
not to do the, Foz why wulden thou not 
beyng a chꝛiſten ma do that thing whiche 
the gentyles by the techyng of nature do / 
pe whiche bzute beeſtes do? That thynge 


that is naturall (hal not betmputed vnto | 


meryte. But thou arte come in to ſuche a 


ftrayte caſe, eyther the reuerfce towarde | 


thy father muſt be diſpiſed/þ inward loue 
toward thy childꝛen muſt be ſubdued/the 
benyuolẽce to thy frende ſet at naught / oz 
god muſt be oſtẽded. what wilt thou now 
do? The ſoule ſtandeth in the mpddes by- 


twene two wapes: the fleſſh cryeth vpon | 
her on thone ſyde / the ſpiryte on the other 

pde. The ſpiryte ſayth / god is aboue thy 
father / thou art bounde to thy father but 


foz thy body only. To god thou art boũde 


fo: all thynge that thou haſt. The fleſſhe 


putteth the in remembꝛaũce / ſayeng. Ex⸗ 
cepte thou obey thy father / he wyll diſhe⸗ 
tyte the / thou ſhalt be called of euery man 
an vnkynde a vnnatutall chylde / loke to 
thy ꝓtite / haue reſpecte to thy good name 
and tame. God eyther dothe not ſe / oz els 
dillymuleth e wetyngly loketh beſpde it / 
92 at þ leeſt wyll be lone pacifyed agayn. 


ani --4- reer eee 
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4 Now thy ſoule douteth / nuwe ſhe waue⸗ 
* eth hyther and thyder:to whether of ey⸗ 
ut ther parte ſhe tourne her ſelſfe / euen that 
le ſame ſhall che bg what ſo euer that is ſhe 
ot goth vnto. It tbe obey ß harlot the fleſibe 
he (the ſpiryte diſpyſed) ſhe ſhal be one body 
0 / with the fleſſhe. But e it ſhe lyfte vp her 
ge elle a aſcende to the ſpixyte(the fleſibe ſet 
to at naught ) he ſhalbe traſpoſed e chaũged 
4. in to the nature of the ſpiryte, After this 
de maneraccuſtome to exampne thyſelfe pꝛu 
ue | detly. The errour ot᷑ thoſe me is excedyng 
he great which oftftymes wenen that thing 
L to be ꝑłyte vertue # goodnelle whiche is 
W but of natute, no vertue at al, Lertayne 
p. allectiõs ſomwhat honelt in apperance / a 
on | as they were diſgyſed with vyſers ot ver⸗ 
ger | tue/diſceyuen neclygẽt pſons, The tudge 
by is haſtp a cruell agaynſt the felon, oꝛ hym 
wt | that hath treſpaſed the lawe: he ſemeth to 
ide | hymſel te cöſtant, æ ot graupte, vncozrupt, 
tbe | and a man of good colcyence, wylte thou 
Ex⸗ haue this man diſcuſſed? At he fauour his 
he⸗ owne mynde to moche, and folowe a cer⸗ 
an tayne naturall rygozouſnes without any 
to e 02 ſoꝛow orf mynde / padufture with 
me ome pleaſure oꝛ delectacyon: yet not lea⸗ 
els nyng from the offiyce a duty ofa iudge / let 
it / hym not foꝛthwith ſtande to moche in his 
pn. 


owne concepte. It is an — thyng 
Wi 


The ſoule 
— 


Some gffectis 
ons be diſgur⸗ 
ſed with viſers 


vertue. 


In example 


of the iudge. 


Lapfo.vif. 
that he dothe, But if he abuſe the lawe 
fo: pꝛiuate hate oz lucre:now is it cargall 
that he dothe / and he cõmytteth murder, 
But # if he fele great ſoꝛow in his mynte/ 
bycauſe he is compelled to diſtrope and 
kyll him / whom he had leuer haue amen⸗ 
ded # ſaucd: and alſo enioyne punyſſhmtt 
accozdynge to the treſpace, with ſuche a 
mynde / with ſuche ſoꝛowe of herte/as the 
father cõmaũdeth his ſyngulerly beloued 
ſonne to be cutte / laũced / oꝛ ſeared: of this 
maner ſhall it be ſpirituall that he — 
The moſt parte of men thꝛough pꝛoneſſe 


Some men re: of nature and ſome ſpecpall pꝛopert ie / ey⸗ 


itoice naturally 
with ſome cer⸗ 


ther reioyce oꝛ abhozre certapne thynges. 


83xnethynges Some there be whom bodily luſt tykleth 


The rule of 
true pitie. 


not at al:let not them by a by aſcribe that 
vnto bertue, which is an indifferft thing. 
Foz not to lacke bodyly luſt / but to ouer⸗ 
come bodily luſt, is the office ot vertue. An 
other man hath a pleaſure to kaſt / a plea⸗ 
ſure to be at maſſe / a pleaſure to be moche 
at churche & to ſay a great deale ofpſalmo 
dye: examyne after this rule that thynge 
whiche he doth, Jfhe regarde the comune 
fame 02 aduaſitage/tt ſmelleth of fleſſbe 
and not of the ſpiryt. It he do folowe but 
his owne inclynacpon (foz he dothe that 
whiche pleaſeth his owne mynde) than 
he hath not, Wherof he ought lo greatly 
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Lapkv. bj, | 
to refopce/but rather wherofhe ought to 
feare. Beholde a ieopardous thyng vnto 


thy ſelfe. Thou pꝛapeſt and tudgeſt hym 7 ,, a neg 
that pzayeth not. Thou faſteſt/ and con⸗ manmarke 
dempneſt hym that faſteth not. who ſo this wel 


euer dothe not that thou weſt/thou thyn- 
keſt thy ſelte better than he: beware leeſt 
thy faſte pertayne to thy fleſſhe. Thy bꝛo⸗ 
ther hath nede of thy helpe / thou in the 
meane ſpace mombleſt vp thy pzayers vn 
to god / a wylt not be knowen of thy bzos 


thers neceſſpte. Bod ſhall abhozre theſe 


pꝛapers:toꝛ how ſhall god here the whple 
thou pzayeſt/whi thou whiche art a man 
canſte not fynde in thy herte to here an 
other man, Perceyue alſo an other thing; 
Thou louelt thy wyke foꝛ this cauſe one⸗ 
ly that ſhe ts thy wyte? Thou doeſt no 
great thynge/ foz this thynge is comune 
as well to infydeles as to the. Oz els 
thou loueſt her fo: none other thynge but 
bycaule ſhe is to the pleaſaunt and dele⸗ 
(table; Thy loue nowe dzaweth to thy 


fleſchwarde. But thou loueſt her foꝛ this The 


caſts 


thynge chefely/ bycauſe thou haſt percep- loue toward 
ned in her the ymage of Chuſt) whiche ts er werfe. 


godly reuerence / modeſty /ſobzeneſſe/cha- 
ſtyte: and nowe loueſt not her in her ſelfe 
but in Chꝛiſt / ye rather Chꝛiſte in her. At⸗ 
ter this maner thou loueſt ag. 
ij. 


Enchirid ion. 


Lerne the 
crafte of 
vertu. 


Lapfo.vitf. 
Notwlithltandynge we ſhall ſay moꝛe of 
theſe thynges tn thetr places. 


CLertayne generall rules oftrue 
chꝛyſten lyuynge. La. vil. 


pO foz bycauſe we haue opened as 
me ſemeth þ way ( howe ſo euer we 
haue done it) a haue pꝛepared as it were 
certayne ſtuſte and mater vnto the thyng 


whiche was purpoſed. we muſte haſte to 


that whiche remayneth/leeſt it ſhulde not 
be an Enchtridion / that is to ſape / a lytell 
treatyſe hanſom to be caryed in a manes 
hade / but rather a great volume / we wyll 
enfo:ce to gyue certen rules / as they were 
certayne poyntes of wꝛaſtlyng / by whoſe 
gydyng # conuepaunce / as it were by the 
gydyng of þ thꝛede ot Dedalus, men may 
eaſely plunge vp out of the blynde errours 


ofthis woꝛlde / as out of Labirinthꝰ / whi⸗ 


che is a certayne comberous maze/# come 
vnto the pure and clere lyght of ſpirituall 
lyuyng. None other ſcit᷑te is there whiche 
bath not her rules. And ſhall the cratt e of 
bliſled lyuing onely / be without the helpe 
ok all maner pꝛeceptes? There is with⸗ 
out fayle a certayne crafte of vertuous ly⸗ 
uynge and a diſcyplyne / in whiche who 
ſo euer exercyſe themſelfe manfullp / thein 


— . „ r — — 
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Lapko. viii. 
Call fauoure that holy ſptryte/ whiche is 
the pzomoter and buinger fozwarde of all 
holy enfozcemeft and godly purpoſes.1But 
who ſo euer ſath / departe frõ vs we wyll 
not haue þ knowlege of thy wayes: theſe 
men the mercy of god refuſeth / bycauſe 
they fy2ſte haue refuſed knowlege. Theſe 
rules ſhall be taken partly of the perſone 
of god/of the perſone of the dyuell/and of 
our perſone / partly ofthe thynges / that is 
to ſay / ot᷑ vertues + vyces / and of thynges 
to them annexed / partely ot the mater oꝛ 
ſtutte wherofvbertues 02 vices be wꝛought 
They ſhall pꝛofyte ſynglerly agaynſt thꝛe 
puels, the remanentes of oꝛigynall ſynne. 
Foz though baptyſme haue wyped away 
the ſpotte / pet there cleaueth ſtyll in vs a 
tettapne thyng of the olde diſeaſe left be⸗ 
hynde / bothe foz the cuſtody of humplyte / 
and alſo foz the mater 4 encreaſe of ver⸗ 
tue. Theſe puels be blyndneſſe / the fleſſhe 
and infyzmytte oz weakneſſe. Blyndneſſe 
with the myſt of ignoꝛaũce dymmeth the 
iudgement ofreaſon. Foz partly the ſynne 
ofour firſt pꝛogenytours, hath not a lytel 
duſked that ſo pure a lyght ofthe counte- 
naunce / reſemblaũce oz ſimilitude of god / 
which our creatour hath ſhewed vpon vs 


And moche moꝛe cozrupte bzyngynge vp Nota. 


leude copany/ frowarde = waa 
ij. 


Capfko. viij. 
nelle of vices/cuſtome of ſynne hath fo cis 
cred it / that ofÞlawe grauen in vs of god 
fcarce any ſygnes oꝛ tokens dothe apere. 
Than as J began / blyndnes cauſeth that 
we in the election ol thing? be as good as 
halte blynded e diſceyued with errour / in 
the ſtede ofthe beſt, folowpng the woꝛſte / 
pteferryng thynges of leſſe valure,befoze 
thynges of greater pace. The fleſſhe trou 
bleth þ affection ſo moche / j cuen though 
we knowe what is beſt / yet loue we con 
tratry. Infirmyte æ weakndMe maketh vs 
that we beyng ouercome, eyther with te⸗ 
dyouſnes oꝛ with temptacion / foꝛſake the 
vertue whiche we had ones gotten © at⸗ 
tayned. Blyndnes hurteth the iudgemkt: 
the fleſſhe coꝛrupteth the wyll: inſirmyte 
weaketh cõſtancye. The fyꝛſt poynte ther 
fo:e is, that thou can diſcerne thyng? to be 


Euyl muſt be refuſed, from thynges to be accept. ther- 


— 


foze blyndnes muſt be tak? away:leeſt we 
ſtomble oz ſtager in þ election of thynges, 
The next is / that thou hate the yuell as 
ſone as it is ones knowen/ and loue that 
whiche is honeſt and good: and in this 
thynge the fleſſhe muſt be ouercome / leen 
contrary to ß iudgemẽt of the mynde, we 
ſhulde loue ſwete and delectable thynges 
in the ſtede of holſom thyng . The thyꝛde 
is / that we cotynue tn theſe thyngf which 
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mult be vnderlet/leeſt we fozſake the way 
of vertuc with greater ſhame, than if we 
had ben neuer aboute to walke oz enter 
thertn. Ignoꝛaũce muſt be remedted / that 
thou mayſt ſe which way to go. The fleſh 
muſt be tamed, leeſt ſhe lede the aſyde out 
of the hygh way / ones knowen in to by⸗ 
pathes. weakneſſe muſt be c6fozted/ leeft 
whan thou haſt entred in to the ſlreyghf 
wap, thou ſbuldeſt eyther faynte oz ſtoppe 
02 turne backe agayne / o2 leeſt after thou 
haſt ones ſet thy hate to plot» thou ſhul 
deſt loke backwarte/but muſt retoyce as a 
fironge gyaũt to haſte the way / euer ſtrets 
chyng fozth thy ſelf to thoſe thing; which 
be afoze the, without remẽbꝛaũce of thoſe 
thyng? which be behynte the / vntyll thou 
mayſt lay hante on the reward apoynted, 

Eon þcrowne ꝓmiſed to them þ cõtynue. 

Unto theſe thꝛe thyng? therfoze, we ſhall 

— ccrtayn rules accozdpng to our lytel 

power. 
¶ Agaynſt the puell of ignozaunce 

the fyꝛſt rule, Capko.ix. 


Ut in as moche as faythe is p onely 

gate vnto Chꝛiſt / the fyzit rule muſk 

be that thou tudge very wel botheofhim 

and alſo of ſcripture, gyut᷑ ＋ wm ſpiryt/ gs 
uit. 


ko. ir. 
we began wen end therfoze the weaknes 


Perceiueralies 
maſt be had, 


we mut in 
—— 


Laplo.ir. 

that thou byleue not with mouth onely/ 
not fayntly/not neclygently/not doutful- 
lv / as the comune raſkall of chꝛiſten men 
do: but let it beſet faſte gnd immouable 

— — alithe *—.— one iote = be 

2 — yned in them, that apertapneth not 
Steux.pſons greatly vnto thy helthe. Let it moue the 
nothing at all, that thou ſeeſt a gret parte 

ot men ſo lyue/ as though heuen and hell 

were ſome maner tales ofolde wyues / to 

Probactons of fate 02 flater yong chyldꝛen withall: but 
cuſten fart. byleue thon ſurely/ and make no haſte, 
Though the hole woꝛlde ſbulde be madde 

at ones / though the eleinentes ſhulde be 
chaũged / though the aũgels ſbulde rebell: 

pet verite can not lye / it can not but come 

whiche god tolde befoze ſhulde come. It 

thou byleue he is god / thou muſte byleue 

nedes that he is true alſo, On this Wyſe, 

thinke without wauering/notbyng to be 

ſo true / nothynge to be ſo ſure / æ without 

doute of theſe thing, whiche thou hereſt 
with thyne eares / which thou ßlently be⸗ 
holdeſt with thyne eyen / whiche thou hã⸗ 
dleſt with thy hades/ as theſe are whiche 
thou redeſt in þ ſertptures / whiche god of 
heuen / that is to ſay verite gaue by inſpi⸗ 
racion / whiche the holy pphetes bzought 
foꝛth / and the bloode of lo many martyꝛs 
hath appꝛoued: vnto tphiche now ſo ma⸗ 


Lapko.tr. 
ny hundzed peres the conſent of all good 
men hath agreed a ſet their ſeales:whichs 
Chꝛiſt here beyng in fleſſhe bothe taught 
in his doctryne and expꝛelly repzeſented oz 
cofterfayted in his maners and lyuynge. 
Unto whiche alſo myꝛacles beare wyt⸗ 
nes / whiche the dyuels cofeſſe/# ſo moche 
byleue/ that they quake and tremble foz 
feare. Laſt of al. whiche be ſo agreable vn 
to the equyte of nature/ whiche ſo agree 
bytwene themſelfe/# be euery where lyke 
themſelfe/whiche ſo rauyſſbeth the myn⸗ 
des of them that attende/ ſo moueth and 
chaungeth them. It theſe ſo great tokens 
agre vnto them alone / what the dyuels 
madneſſe is it to doute in the faythe? At 
the leeſtway of thyng! paſſed, make a cõ⸗ 
lecture ofthinges to come. Howe many a 
howe great thyngꝰ allo / howe incredyble 
to be ſpoken dyd the pꝛophetes tell befoze 
of Chꝛiſt:whiche of theſe thyng{ came not 
to paſſe?ſhal he in other thynges diſceyue 
whiche in them diſceyued not? Jn conclu- 
ſyon the pphetes lyed not / a ſball Lhuſt 
the loꝛde of pꝛophetes lye? It with this 6 
ſuche other lyke cogytacyons, thou often 
ſtyꝛre vp the flame of fayth / and than fer⸗ 
uently deſpꝛe ot god to encreaſe thy fayth, 
A ſhall metuaple if thou canſt be any loge 
tyme an puell man. Foz who is all togy⸗ 


we muſt cutre 
n to the ware 
of helthe or ſal 
nacion boldly/ 


e5de courage. 


and with a io: 


| Capło. x. 
der ſo bnhappy and full of myſchefe but 


that he wolde departe from vyces / if ſo be 
he vtterly byleued that with theſe mos 
mentany pleaſures / beſpde the vphappp 
vexacyon ofconſcyfce and mynde / is pur⸗ 
chaſed alſo eternall punyſſhmentes. On 
the other ſyde / if he ſurely byleued,foz this 
tempoꝛall and lytell wozldly vexacyon, to 
be gyuen vnto good men an hundzed folde 
toye of pure conſcpence, and at the laſte, 
lyfe immoztall, 


¶ The ſeconde rule. Lapko.r, 


Et the tyꝛſt poynte be therfoze that 

thou doute in no wyſe of þ ꝓmyſes 
of god. The next þ thou go vnto the way 
of lyke / not ſlouthfully / not fearfully: but 
with ſure purpoſe / with all thy hert / with 
a cofydent mynde /#(if J may ſo ſap) with 
ſuche mynde as he hath that wolte rather 
fyght than dzinke: ſo that thou be redy at 
all houres foꝛ Lhaiſtes ſake to leſe bothe 
lyte e goodes. A Nouthful man wyll & pl 
not. The kyndom of heuen is not goten 
of neclygent e recheles ꝑſons / but plapn⸗ 
ly retopleth to ſuffre vyolẽce: And vpolent 
plons violẽtly obtayne it. Suſtre not the 
atfectton of them whom thou loueſt ſpn⸗ 
gularly to holde the backe haſtyng thyder 
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warde:let not ge por 
ol epleaſures of 
nl pad e ee 
thy houſho ebe any hyndꝛaunce to the, 205 25 
The chayn e of woꝛldly beſpneſſe — be Wes 
— 0; ſurely it can not otherwi ders ee 
— d Egypt muſt be ab og eres un deferre-wyl 
— , 5 thou turne not agayne i hed togo back 
— any tyme vnto 5 fleſſhe 2 
* a mult be fozlak? btterly Fadeir * Woyſes/ bow 
reds —— is not lauful to loke b 4 Navy were we 
— 45 man loked backe, and ih Was Weer. 
hath No lev $ymage ofa ſtone The — potteo of : 
—— _ any where to abyde inthe | 
—— is cõmaunded to haſte t — — 3 
ade. ayne/ oneleſſe he had leu — parte fy ſetye 
ders pꝛophete cryeth out that we oat of Soder 
Then out ofthe myddes of Baby! We ws /andnorto 
ye 22 of ß ifraelytes fr6 £9 pt, wricloked 
— oꝛ ronnyng awaye de de backe / and | 
—— to flee out of Babylon haſt : — — 
Lale not to mene eren 1 
_ a hou mapſt ſe the moſte = — ther with the 
— 20 onge the tyme/ and with be — Lear bes 
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yne thy ſoule from the? locke backe a: 


percepueſt thou n 
of one bel nes to t ſe of — 
P t p — 


Laplo.r., 
an other / and one vyce to call in an other, 
why rather doeſt thou not to daye that 
— be thynge whiche the ſoner thou doeſt / the 


—— 8 eaſyer ſhall it be done: Be dylygent ſome 
yrces. other where: in this mater to do raſihly, 
to rone heedlonge, and ſodapnly, is chefe 
ok all and moſte pzofytable. Begarde not 
no: ponder howe moche thou fozſakeſt: 
beyng ſure that Chꝛiſt onely (hal be ſuffy: 
Configence cp ent f02 all thyng/. Onelp be bolde to c0- 
mgod. myt thy lele to hym with all thyne hert. 


Se thou miltrult thyne owne ſclfe. Adut⸗ 
ture to put vnto hym al the gouernaunce 
of thy ſelfe. Truſt to thy ſelfe no longer: 
but with full cofydence caſt thy ſelfe from 
thy ſelfe to hym / and he (hall receyue the. 
Lomytte thy care ⁊ thought to the loꝛde / 
and he ſhall nouryſſhe the vp / that thou 
Serue Chuſte mayſt ſynge the ſonge ofp ſame pꝛophete. 
all togyther / I The loꝛde is my gouernour / and J chall 
n man lacke nothynge. In a place of paſture he 
bath ſet me / by the water ſyde ofcomfozte 
he hath bzought vp me: he hath coucrted 
my ſoule. Be not mynded to parte thy ſelf 
in to two: to the wozlde and to Lhzyſte, 
Thou canneſt not ſerue two mapſters: 
there is no felowſhyp bytwene god and 
Belial. God can not awaye with them 
whiche halte on bothe their legges: his 
ſttomake abhozreth them whiche be nep- 


Lapko.r. 
ther hote noꝛ colte/but luke warme. God 

is a very ialouſe louer of ſoules: he wyll 

poſſeſle onely and all togyder that thyng 

whiche he redemed with his bloode. He 

tan not ſuſtre the'felowſbyp of the dyuell 

whome he ones ouercame by his dethe. Too wayes 
There be but two wayes onely. The one oneir / the one 
whiche by folowyng þ affectyons iedeth of 1aluaciv/ the 
to perdycton. The other whiche thzough other of pdices 
moztyfyeng of the fleſſhe: ledeth to lyte. 

why douteſt thou tn thyſelfe: There is no 

thyꝛde way. In to one oftheſe two, thou 

muſt nedes entre / wylt thou oꝛ wylt thou 

not. what ſo euer thou arte / oꝛ of what 

degree / thou muſte nedes entre in to this 

ſtrayte wap / in whiche fewe moꝛtall men Aaꝛaſta nemes 
walke. But this waye Chꝛiſte hym felfe ſis 0: RHamng 
hath trode / aud haue troden ſythe —— 
woꝛlde began, who ſo euer pleaſed god. p 
This is doutleſle p ineuitable neceſſite of che 2 bidders 
the goddeſſe Adꝛaſta. It can not be chole, co» — 
bat q thou muſt be crucyfied with Lhzilt far e She 
as touchyng the wozlde/ if thou purpole eſcapeih not / 
to lyue with Chꝛyſt. why lyke fooles fla- vnpun / 
ter we our ſelfe. why in lo weyghty a ma- ef fg later 
ter dilceyue we our ſelte? One laith / ain any be to ful of 
not ofthe clergye oꝛ a ſpiritual man / I am inſoſencye / we 
of woꝛlde / J can not but vſe the woztte, 0 takeyedey 
An other thynketh/ though A be a pieeſt G che win 
yet am J no monke / let hym loke vpon it. pnoughe. 


— 1 "IM 
And the monke allo hath foiite a thing to 


flater hiſelte 2 Jbeamoke 


ſayth he,yet am J not of 
Suery man dꝛe as ſuche & ſuch. An other ſayth. J ama 


o ſtrapte an oꝛ⸗ 


purteth to an pong man / I am a gentle ma / am ryche 


of por evfe  J am a courtier/#to be ſhozt a pꝛice / thole 
ſayeng of his thyngf pertayne not to me whiche were 
8Spoſtels. ſpoken to thapoſtles. Oh wzetche than a⸗ 


perteyneth it nothyng to theß thou ſhul- 


teſt lyue in Chꝛiſt? It thou be in Þ woꝛlde / 
in Lhailt thou art not. It thou call þ ſkye / 
the erthe / the ſee / a this comune aye the 
che woude. Woꝛlde:ſo is there no ma whiche is not in 
the woꝛlde. But # if thou call the wozlde 
ambicion / deſpꝛe of honour / pꝛomocion 02 
authoꝛpte / pleaſures / couetouſneſſe / bo⸗ 
dyly luſt: certaynly ſo arte thou wozldly, 
4 chꝛiſten man thou arte not. Chailt ſpake 


| 


indiſterently to al men: who ſo euer wolde 
not take his croſſe ⁊᷑ folowe hym / coude be 
Eve rewarde 119 mete man foꝛ hym / oz be his diſcyple. 


erue o ym To dye with Chupſte as touchynge the | 


Mat laborcth. fleſihe,is nothyng to the / it to lyue by his 


ſptryte pertapneth nothyng to the. To be 


cructfyed as touchig the world, ptayneth | 


nothyng to the / if to lyue godly oꝛ in god 


ꝑtayne nothing to the. To be buried togy 
der with Chꝛiſt belogeth nothing to the / 
if to aryſe agayn to eternal glozy,belonge 


nothig to the. The humilite/poucrte/tebs | 


' 
«7 
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Capo. x. 

bdulacion / vyle reputacyon / the laboꝛous 
agonyes a ſoꝛowes of Chꝛiſt, pertapyne no 
thyng at all vnto the: it the kyngdome of 
hym ptaynenothyng vnto the. what can 
be moze leude than to thynke the rewarde 
to be comune as well to the as to other:a 
yet neuerthelcſle to put the labours wher 
by the rewarde is obtayned, from the to a 
certayne fewe perſons, what can be moze 
wanton oꝛ nyce than to deſpze to reygne 
with the heed: a yet wyll take no payne 
with hym?Therfoze my bzother lokenot 
2 what other men do / # in copas 

n of tht flatter oz pleaſe thy ſelfe. To 
dye as touching ſynne,to dye as touching 
carnall deſpꝛes, to dye as touchynge the 
woꝛlde, is a certayne harde thyng,+ kno⸗ 
wen to very fewe / pe though they be mö⸗ 


kes / E pet is this the comune & general p- wonken 


feſſpon of all chꝛiſten men. This thynge a 

at whyle agone thou haſt ſwozne # ho 
ply pmpled in tyme ofbaptyſme. Than 
which vow,what other thing can ther be 
eyther moze holy, oz religyous? epther we 
muſt peryſlbe/0z els without excepciõ, we 
muſt go this way to helth, whether we be 
kyng! oz pooze plow me. Rotwithſtãding 
though it foztune not to al mꝭ to attayne 
the perfyte counterfaptyng a folowpng of 
the heed / pet al muſt enlozce with fete and 


handes fo come cherte. e bath a great 
arte of a chʒiſten man / whiche with all 
is herte / with a ſure e ſtedfaſte purpole, 


b 


hath determpned to be a chꝛiſten man. 


¶ The thyꝛde rule, Capło.xj. 


Ut leeſt that thyng feare the fro the 

wape of vertue, bycauſe it ſemeth 

ſharpe and greuous/ partly bycauſe thou 

muſtfo:ſake wozldly comodites,partly by 

cauſe thou muſt fyght cotinually agaynſk 

thꝛe very cruell enemyes/the flelche / ÿ dy⸗ 

uell & the woꝛlde:ſet this thirde rule befoze 

the alwap. Beare thyſelfe in hade that all 

the fearful thig; # fantaſies, which apere 

foꝛthwith vnto the, as it were in þ firſt en 

tring ot hel:ought to becoũted foz a thing 

— ve. ok naught / by therdple of Uzirgils Eneas. 

dene do ne in Foꝛ certaynip it thou ſbalt cõſider the very 

to hel / accõps thynge ſomwhat groũdlp x ſtedfaſtly(ſet- 

nyed with tte tyng at naught theſe apartt thing? which 

enn I ihr fat begple thyne epen)thou ſhalt pcepue that 

entree appered none other way is moze cõmodious than 

many fantaſy- the way of Chꝛiſt. Though thou account 

— this thyng not at all, that this way onely 

o vervlioua o leadeth to eternall lyfe / ye though thou 
ſo peryllous in b 

vede as ther haue no reſpecte vnto the rewarde. F02)J 

apperyd . beſeche the) what kynde of lyuynge after 

the comune courſe of the woꝛlde, is there 


= 
— 
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Capo. r. 
that thou canſt chole, in which thou ſhalt 
not beate / a ſuffre many thinges haboun⸗ 
dantly, bothe carefull c greuous ? who ts 
he, that knoweth not the lyte ofcourtyers 
to be full of grkuous laboure, and wꝛet⸗ 
ched myſerye: excepte it be eyther he, that 
neuer pꝛoued it, oꝛ certaynly a very natu⸗ 


rall foole? Oh immoꝛtall god, what bon⸗ 


dage muſte be ſuſtred there, how longe, 
and how vngoodly, euen vnto the lyues 
ende? what a comberous beſpneſſe is the⸗ 
re, in ſekynge, m purchaſynge the pzyns 
ces loue and fauoure. A man mult flatter 
to obtayne the fauour of all ſuche as map 
eyther hynder oz further one. The coun- 
tenaunces muſt now and than be fayned 
and newe faſſponed. The inuryes of the 
greater men, muſt be whyſpered a mutte⸗ 


ted with ſplence ſecretely. Conſequentip, 


what kynde of eupll lyfe can be ymagy- 
ned / wherof the iyfe of warryours is not 
full? Of eyther lyfe mayſt thou be a very 
good wytneſle/ whiche haſt lerned bothe; 
at thyne owne perpll; And as touchynge 


the marchaũt man, what is it that he ey⸗ 


ther dothe not, oꝛ ſuffreth not, fleynge po⸗ 
uertpe by ſe, by lande, thzough fyze & wa⸗ 
ter? In matrymonp, what a mountayne 
ofhouſholde cares be there? what myſerp 
teale not they there, whiche pzoueth and 


"xs 


The rfe of 
warryoursh 


Thelyfe of 


march 36utcsy 


The miſery 
matrrymooye 


nbea 
X 2 


Capo. xj. 
hath experyence therof. In bearyng of off 
ces, how moche veracton? how moche la⸗ 
bour?# how moche perpl ts there? whiche 
wape ſo euer thou turne thy ſelfe:an huge 
copany oftnc6modytees meteth the. The 
very lyfe of moꝛtal men ot it ſelfe, without 
addiction of any other thyng, is combꝛed a 


A chiynen mã tangled with a thouſand myſeries: which 
obteyneth me: be comune and tndifferft,as well to good 


* 


as bad. They al (hall growe in to a great 
heape of merytes vnto the, yf they (ball 
kynde the in the way of Chuſt. It not, they 
ſhall be ñ moꝛe greuous / moꝛe ouer frupt⸗ 
leſſe / and pet muſt neuertheleſſe be ſuſtted. 
who ſo euer be ſowdpouts of this wozl- 
de / fyꝛſt how many yeres do they pante/ 
blowe / (weate / and canuaſſe the wozlde/ 
toutmentynge them ſelte with thought a 
care? mo2e ouer,foz how tranſytozye,and 
thynges of naught? Laſte of all, in how 
doutfull hope? Adde to this, that there is 
no reſt,oz eaſement of myſerpes / in ſo mo⸗ 
che that the lenger they haue laboured, 
with the moꝛe grefe they do labour. And 
whan all is paſte, what ſhall the ende be 
oo tedyous and laboꝛous a lyfe ? verylp 
eternall punyſſhment. Go now and with 
this lyfe compare the waye of vertuc / 

whiche at the tyꝛſt ſeaſeth to be ſharpe / 
in pꝛoceſſe is made eaſyer / is made plea® 
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| Lapko.xj. 
'Taunt and delectable/ by whiche waye al⸗ 
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ſo we go with very fure hope to cternall 
felicite., were it not the vttermoſte mad⸗ 
nellc, to haue Jeuer with equall laboure 
to purchale eternall dethe, rather than 
lyfe ummoztall ? pet are theſe woꝛldely 
men moche madder than ſo / whiche chole _ 
with extteme laboure, to go to laboure Sede bas 
euerlaſtynge: rather than with meane jopnea with = 
labours, to go to immoꝛtall qupetneſſe. zppoilos mos 
Acne ouer, p? the wape ofpietie o obe- 90 muocate 
dyence to god, were moche moze laboꝛy⸗ 0 Lov / where 
ous, than the waye of the wozlde : pet yulrers gnawe 
ere the greuouſneſſe of the laboure, ts dis herte/ euer 
aged with the hope of tewarde and arne. 4 
the cofozte ot god is not lackynge, whiche The 
tourneth the byttcrneſle of the gall in to of the fable is 
the ſwetnelle of hony. There one care cal- Mun dtm ng 
leth in an other/of one ſoꝛowe ſpꝛyngeth 
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7225 
ought a man to delpze to warre vnder the L ntelns fran 
ſandarte ot Lhzyſt/rather than vnder the Fehl m 
diners of the deupil. ye how moche leuer in reh 
were it, to be yered, oz to ſuffre affliction wene / euer a. 
with Lhzylt / than to ſwymme in pleaſu- r , raving 
res with the deupl. Moꝛe ouer, ought not avoutchym 14 
a man with wynde + wether, with ſhyppe yet be is euer 
ſaple,and \wyftnes ofhozſes,to flye from gets 
a loade,not very fylthy onely,but alſo ve- dꝛynte oꝛeate. 
ry cruell and diſceytfull:whiche requireth 


fo cruell ſeruyce, and ſo ſtrayte a taſke / Couetous men 


whiche pꝛompleth agapne thynges ſo vn⸗ dert go des: 
certayne,ſo caduke, ſo tranſptoꝛp, ſo ſoone barve hungry 
vadynge and vanyſſhynge awaye. Of the aud toirkr for 
whiche ſelf thpnges, pet difcepueth he the penteeus was 
wꝛetches, a that not ſeldome. O2 though turned in to an 
he perkourme his pꝛomeſſe ones / pet an bart / eaten of 
other tyme, whan it plealeth hym, he ta- 68/7 he tl 
keth them awaye agayne / ſo that the ſo⸗ non other thin⸗ 
rowe and thought foz the loſſe ofthynges ge all his lyfe 
ones poſſeſſed, is moche moze than was purounce x40: 
the greuous labour in purchaſyng them. ſo he conſumed 
The marchaũt man, after he hath myng⸗ hym ſeife ahis 
led togyder bothe ryght and wꝛonge, foz Ubſtauncelihe 


the entent of encreaſynge his goodes/ af- 3 


ter he hath put his honeſt reputacyon of 


good tepoꝛte, that is ſpꝛonge of hym, his 

lyfe, his ſoule in a thouſande ieopardpes / The troublous 

be it that the chaunce of foztune happe u 

aryght, what other thynge * a" his 
tif. 
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xi. 

ought a n__ — warre vnder the NIE 
ſtandarte of Lhzyſt/rather thanvnder the Zi m 
biners of the deupll. ye how moche leuer in a ryner 
were it, to be hexed, oꝛ to ſuſtre affliction wyne / euer a⸗ 
with Lhzylt / than to ſwymme in pleaſu- r , caving 
res with the deupl.Moze oucr, ought not apoutchym / 
a man with wynde z wether, with ſhyppe yet be is euer 
ſaple,and ſwyftnes ofhozſes,to flye from et 
a lozde,not very fylthy onely,but alſo ve- dꝛynde oꝛeate. 
xy cruell and diſceytfull:whiche requireth 


fo cruell ſeruyce, and ſo ſtrayte a taſke / Couetons men 


whiche pꝛompleth agayne thynges ſo bn- der: ooo des: 
certapne,ſo caduhe f tranſptozp, ſo loone bat be hongry 
badynge and vanyſſhynge awaye. Of the aud for 
whiche ſelf thynges, yet diſceyueth he the pentheus was 
wꝛetches, a that not ſeldome. Oꝛ though turned in to an 
he pcrfourme his pzomelle ones / pet an hart / eaten of 
other tyme, whan it pleaſeth hym, he ta- 275 T he brd 
keth them awaye agayne / ſo that the ſo⸗ non other thin⸗ 
rowe and thought foꝛ the loſſe ofthynges ge all his lyfe 
ones polleſled, is moche moze than was dane x70: 
the greuous labour in purchaſyng them. lo he contamed 
The marchaiit man, after he hath myng⸗ bem ſeife a his 
led togyder bothe ryght and wꝛonge, foz Uſtauncelnne 


the entent ot encrealynge his goodes / af- — 


ter he hath put his honeſt reputacyon of 


good repozte, that is ſpꝛonge of hym, his 

lyfe,hts ſoule in a thouſande ieopardpes / The troublous 

be it that the chaunce of foztune happe — 2 mar⸗ 

aryght, what other thynge _ * _” 
tif. 


Lapfo.rf. 
hath experyence therof. Jn bearyng ofoff 
ces, how moche veracton? how moche la⸗ 
bour?t# how moche perpl ts there? whiche 
wapye ſo euer thou turne thyſelfe:an huge 
copany ot᷑ incõmodytees meteth the. The 
very lyfe of moztal men ot it ſelfe, without 
addiction of any other thyng, is combꝛed a 


A chiyuen mã tangled with a thouſand mpyſeries: Which 
obteyneth me: be comune and tndifferft,as well to good 
err as bad. They al (hall growe in to a great 


heape of merytes bnto the, pt they ſball 
fynte the in the way of Lhiiſt. It not, they 
ſhall be ỹ moꝛe greuous/moze ouer frupt⸗ 
leſſe / and pet muſt neuertheleſſe be ſuffred. 
who lo euer be ſowdyouts of this wozl- 
de / fyꝛſt how many yeres do they pante/ 
blowe / (weate / and canuaſſe the wozlde/ 
tourmentpnge them ſelfe with thought a 
care? moꝛe ouer,foz how rranſytozye,and 
thynges of naught? Laſte of all, in how 
doutfull hope? Adde to this, that there is 
no reſt, oꝛ caſement of myſerpes / in ſo mo⸗ 
che that the lenger they haue laboured, 
with the moꝛe grete they do labour. And 
whan all is paſte, what ſhall the ende be 
ot o tedyous and laboꝛous a lyfe ? veryly 
eternall punyſſhment. Go now and with 
this lyfe compare the wape of vertue / 

whiche at the fyzſt ſeaſeth to be ſharpe / 
in pꝛoceſſe is made eaſyer / is made plea® 
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lewde and wzetched perſones. I alſo 
| uf, 


| Capło.xj. é 
ſaunt and delectable / by whiche waye al⸗ 
ſo we go with very fure hope to eternall 
felicite. were it not the vttermoſte mad⸗ 
neſſe, to haue jeuer with equall laboure 
to purchale eternall dethe, rather than 
lyfe ummoztall ? pet are theſe woꝛldeiy 
men moche madder than ſo / whiche choſe 
with extteme laboure, to go to laboure Sead be 
euerlaſtynge : rather than with meane jynea with 
labours, to go to immoꝛtall qupetneſſe. zppoilos mos 
MJoze ouer, pf the wape ot pietie oꝛ obe- —— 
dyence to god, were moche moꝛe labozy- 50 bel / where 
ous, than the waye of the wozlde : yet yulrers gnawe 
ere the greuouſneſſe of the laboure, ts die gerte / euer 
aged with the hope of rewarde and garn. 3: 
the cofozte of god is not lackynge, whiche The meanyng 
tourneth the byttcrneſle of the gall in to of the fable is 
the ſwetnelle of hony. There one care cal- Gn Ren ang 
leth in an other / or one ſozowe ſpꝛyngeth onde not de cõ 
an other / no qupetneſſe is there at all. teted but wold 
The labour and affliction wtthoutfozth/ hauemore:and 
the greuous cares and thoughtes with⸗ aer n 
infozth, cauſen the very eaſementes to be honour / + wol# 
Warpe and bytter, Theſe thynges ſo to baue put Zpol 
de, was not vnknowen to the poetes of — — 
the gentyles. whiche by the punyſlhment aeg or bis 
of Ticius / Axion / Tantalus / Sifiphus/ motder / but Na 
and of Pentheus / paynted and deſcry= pollo ſubdued 
ued the myſetable, and greuous lyfe of erm ere 
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3 Capto. xi. . 
ef bis poſſeſſy: is that late nu in the boke of Ha⸗ 


Cara he I- pyence. we be werped in the waye of int- 


ueld in care and quite # perdicyon/ we haue Walked harde 


myſcry among wapes / but Þ waye of god we knewe not. 
Noude no ou, What coude be eyther fylthyer 02 moze la⸗ 
tayne aur fur: bozyous, than the ſeruptude of Egypte? 
ther honour. what coude be greuouſer, than the capty⸗ 
* —— uite of Badplon? what moze intollerable, 
fm unte than the yoke of Pharao # of abugoto- 
hell / where te noſoꝛ? But what ſayth Chꝛyſte? take mp 
ronneth rode poke vpon pour neckes:and ye ſhall fynde 
Dh eee reſt vnto your ſoules?AJy poke ſaith he) 
noꝛ / but he con: 18 ——— —— — _ 
de not obtayn. bꝛeuely / no pleaſure t 
Syiyppus 197: not lackyng a quiet conſcyence. No myſe⸗ 
thebylfoteto ty is there lackpnge, where an vnhappy 
the top / tha fly: conſcyence crucyfycth the mynde. Thele 
deth the _ thynges muſt be taken, as of mooſt cer⸗ 
to fiche em tapnte, But and yfthou pet toute, go aſke 
vp agaync. ot them whiche in ryme paſſed haue ben 
Ambr tion is conuerted out of the myddle of Babylon 
boote. gte ht, vnto the loꝛde: # by efperyence or them at 
e 
© troublous #greuou : 
bathe one byll to be moꝛe caly oz of quycker ſpede, than 
to clyn. 
De ſcech one not to be dꝛowned in beſyneſſe/ nothynge 
— ble, than is 
ynge more moe cheretull a moꝛe confoztable, 

th mo 

iche de £O- yertue. Reuertheleſle go to, let tt be that 
ue rte. the wages be lyke / and that the labours; 
be lyke alſo / pet foz all that, how greatly 
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to. xi. 
ought a man to deiyꝛe to warre v 
Nandarte of Lhzyſt/rather than — - Taree ſton 
diners of the deupll. ye how mocheleuer mg rere 
_ if, to be yered, oꝛ to ſuſfre affliction wyne 7 euer a. 
Chꝛyd / than coſ\wymme in plealu⸗ Warft / zal ma 
tes with the deuyl. Moꝛe ouer, ought not ol froxtes 
a man with wynde z wether, with \yppe perbe 19 ener 
ple, and ſwyftnes ot hoꝛſes to flye from bas / neither 
a lande not very fylthy onely but alſo ve- '* fredts 
&» cruell and diſceytfull:whiche requireth e 
| — cruell ſerupce, and ſo ſtrayte a taſke / Couetous men 
biche pzompleth agayne thynges ſo vn- — 1 
— caduke, ſo tranſptoꝛp, ſo ſoone — hungry 
nge and vanyſſhynge awaye. Hf the aud thirty for 
— iche ſeit thpnges, vet diſteyueth he the Noe 
— — E that not ſeldome. Oꝛ though — — 
y pcrfourme his pzomeſle ones / yet an hart / eaten of 
ther tyme, whan tt pleaſeth hym, he ta- his 9wne dog: 
— awaye agayne / ſo that the ſo⸗ Sen he dra 
= e and thought foz the loſſe ofthynges ge all bro e 
a es polleſſed, is moche moꝛe than was 2uthunte « fo: 
© greuous labour in purchaſyng them, owe dogges, 
The marchaũt man, after he hath myng⸗ —— fate apes 
— ogpder bothe ryght and wꝛonge, foz ſubſtauncetike 
tex entent ofencreaſpnge his goodes / af- ee vietches 
e 
N is ſpꝛonge ot hym, ht 
re, his ſoule in a thouſande — The troublous 
- that the chaunce of foztune happe e of a mar: 
iryght, what other thynge with all his Dann. 
G. tif. 


| Capko.xj. 
—— hathe he at lengthe pꝛepared foꝛ 
hym ſelfe, yfhe kepe his goodes, than the 
mater of myſerable care / yt he leſe them, 
than a perpetuall tourmeat. But yf foꝛ⸗ 
tune chaũce amyſſe, what remapneth but 
that he is made twyſe a wꝛetche, wꝛapped 
in double myſery / bothe bycauſe he is dif- 
appoynted ofthe thyng, wheron his hope 
hanged / and alſo bycauſe he can not re⸗ 
membꝛe ſo greate labour ſpente in waſte, 
without moche ſoꝛowe ofherte and grefe 
of mynde. No man hathe enfozced with 
ſurepurpoſe to come to good lyuynge 02 
conuerſacyon, whiche hath not attayned 
t. Chꝛyſte as he is not mocked / ſo moc⸗ 
he not. Kemembze alſo that thynge, 
whan thou flyeſt from the woꝛlde vnto 
Lhzyſte/ yf the woꝛlde haue any comodys 
tees oꝛpleaſures, that thou foꝛſakeſt them 
not: but chaungeſt tryfles with thynges 
ot moꝛe value. who wyll not be very glad 
to chaunge ſpluer fo: golde/flynte fo; pree 
cyous ſtone? Thy frendes be diſpleaſed ? 
what than / thou ſhalte fynde moze plea- 
ſaunte and better companyons. Thou 
ſhalt lacke outwarde pleaſures ofthy bo⸗ 
dy: but thou ſhalte emoye the inwarde 
pleaſures ofthe mynde / whiche be better / 
as moze tertayne. Thy good muſt 
be dymynyllhed ? neuertheleſſe that ry = 
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Captb. xi. 
cheſſe encreaſeth, whiche neyther mothes 
deſtrope, noꝛ theues take awaye. Thou 
ceaſeſt to be of pzyce in the wozlde: but 
thou foz all that, arte well beloued of 
Chwyſte. Thou pleaſeſt the fewer: but 
yet the better. Thy body waxeth leane: 
but thy mynde wareth fatte. The beau- 
tye of thy ſkynne vanyſſheth awaye: but 
the beauty or thy mynde appereth bzyght. 
And in lyke maner, yt thou wylte ronne 
thꝛough out all other thynges: thou ſhalt 
perceyue nothynge of all theſe apparant 
good thinges, to be foꝛſaken in this woꝛl⸗ 
de / that is not recompenſed largely, with 
greater aduauntage, and moze excellent 
a greate waye. But yf there be any thyn- 


, whiche though they can not be de⸗ ned : poſfeſſed / 
ed without vyce:yet without vyce map butnotdeſyres 


be poſſeſſed (of whiche kynde of thynges, 
ts the good eſtymacyon ofthe people / fa- 
uoure of the comunaltye / loue, oꝛ to be 
in conceyte/ authozyte/ frendes/ honoure 
dewe vnto vertewe / foꝛ the mooſt parte it 
chaunſeth, that all theſe be gyuen with⸗ 
out ſerchynge fo2/ to them that aboue all 
thynge ſeke the kyngdome ofheuen. wht- 
che ſelte thynge Chꝛyſte pꝛomyſed, and 
god pertoꝛmed to Salomon. Foztune foz 
the mooſt parte, foloweth them that fle 
from her / and flyeth from hem that fo⸗ 
litf. 


Wany thyne? 
may be recey- 


22 


of uyng- 


whatchiſt is. 


Lapfo, xij. . 
owe Her. Lertapnly what ſo ener ſhaft 
happen to them that lone : nothynge can 
be but pꝛoſperous, vnto whome loſſe is 
tourned to aduauntage, tourment, vexa⸗ 
cyon 02 aduerſytye to ſolace, rebukes to 
laude; punyſſhment to pleaſure and cons 
koꝛte, bytter thyng? to ſwete, euyll thyngf 
to good. Douteſt thou than to entre in to 
this waye, and foꝛſake that other waye/ 
ſeynge there is ſo vnequall comparpſon / 
pe none at all / ot god vnto the deupll / of 

ope to hope / of rewarde to rewarde / of 
labour to labour / ot᷑ ſolace to folace? 


¶ The tourth rule. Capto. xij. 


Ut that thou mayſt haſte and make 


ſpede vnto felicite with a moze ſure 
courſe/let this be vnto the, the fourth ru- 
le / that thou haue Chzyſte alwaye in thy 
ſyght, as the onely marke of all thy ly⸗ 
uynge e cduerſacvon / vnto whome onely 
thou ſholdeſt dyꝛect al thyne enfoꝛcemen⸗ 
tes / all thy paſtymes and purpoſes / al thy 
teſt and quietneſſe / and alſo thy beſyneſle. 
And thynke thou not Lhaiſt ta be a voyce 
oꝛ a ſounde without ſignyfycacyon : but 
thynke hym to be nothynge els, ſaue cha- 
rite, ſymplicite, innocencpe, pacience, clen⸗ 
neſſe / and ſhoztly; what ſo euer Chꝛpſle 
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taught. 

deupll is none other thynge, but what ſo 
euer calleth away from ſuche thynges as 
Lhzyfte taught, He directeth his tourney 
to Lhzit, whiche is caryed to vertue one⸗ 
ly. And he becometh bonde to the deupll, 
whiche gyueth hym ſelfe to vyces. Let 
thyne eye thertoꝛe be pure / and all thy bo⸗ 
dy ſhall be bzyght and full of lyght. Let 


. thyneeyeloke vnto Chꝛyſte all onelp, as 


bnto onely and very felicite / ſo that thou 
louenothynge/meruaple at nothyng/ de- 
ſyꝛe nothynge, but eyther Chꝛyſte, oꝛ fox 
Chꝛyſt. Hate nothyng,abhozrenothyng, 
flye nothynge, nothynge auoyde, but one⸗ 
ly ſynne, oꝛ elles foꝛ ſynnes ſake. By this 
meanes it wyll come to paſſe, that what 
fo euer thou ſhalt do, whether thou llepe, 


8 alfo, that the 


whether thou wake, whether thou eate, 


whether thou dzynke / and to conclude, 
that thy very ſpoztes and paſtymes / yea 
(J —— ſpeke moꝛe boldly) that ſome vi⸗ 
ces of the lyghter ſoꝛte, in to whiche we 
tall now and than, whyle we haſte to ver 
tue / all the hole hal growe and tourne in 
the, vnto a great heape ofrewardes. But 
and yf thyne eye ſhall not be pure: but 
loke any other warde than vnto Lhyſte/ 


pea thoughe thou do certayne thynges, 


whiche be good oz honeſt of them ſelfe/ 


|  F£apfo.xij. 
yet ſhall they be vnfruytfull, oꝛ peraduen⸗ 
ture very peryllous a hurtfull. Foz it is a 
great faute to do a good thynge not well. 
And therfoze that man that Haſteth the 
ſtreyght waye vnto the marke of very feli 
cite / what ſo euer thynges ſhall come and 
mete hym by þ wayt:ſo farfoꝛth ought he 
- — eyther refuſe oꝛ receyue them, as they ey⸗ 
ens 2 ther further oꝛ hinder his tourney. Of whi 


maner fylthy:that they can not be honeſt / 
hae oꝛders of as to attenge wꝛonge / to wyſſhe euyll to 
another. Theſe thing? ought alway to be 
had in hate / pe though thou ſwoldeſt haue 
neuer ſo = aduaũtage to comyt them / 
92 neuer ſo great punyſſhmtt, it thou dyd⸗ 
deſt the not. Foz nothyng can hurt a good 
man, but fylthynes onely.Lerteyn thing? 
on thother ſyde be in ſuche maner honeſt: 
that they can not be fylthy. Of whiche 
kynde be, to wyll oꝛ wyſſhe all men good / 
to helpe thy frendes with honeſt meanes / 
to hate vices / to reiopce with vertuous cõ 
munycacton. Certeyn thing? verply be in- 
different oꝛ bytwene bothe / ottheyꝛ owne 
nature neyther good noꝛ bad / honeſt noz 
fylthy:as helth, beaute, ſtrength, facoundi 
ouſnes, cõnyng, e ſuche other. Of this laſt 


kynde of thynges therfoze nothing ought 
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Laptv.xif. 

to be deſpꝛed, fo: it ſelfe : neythee ought to 
bevſurped moꝛe oꝛ leſſe / but as.farfozth as 
they make # be neceſſary to chete marke / 
J meane to folowe Chꝛiſtes lyuyng. The 
very philoſophers haue certayne markes 
alſo vnpfyt e indifferent / m whiche a man 
ought not to ſtande ſtyll noꝛ tary/ whiche 
alſo a man may couemently vſe/referring 
them to a better purpoſe / but not enioye 
them, e tary vpon them / ſettyng his herte 
in them. Notwithſtanding thole meane 4 
indifferent thyngẽ, do not all after one ma 
ner + equally, eyther further oz hynder the 
that be goyng vnto Chꝛiſt. Therfoze they 
muſt be recetued oz refuſed, after as eche of 
them is moze 02 leſſe of value vnto thi pur 
poſe, Knowlege helpeth moꝛe vnto pietie pietie ſignify⸗ 
than beautye, oz ſtrengthe of body, oꝛ xy- eth ſeruyce ho 
ches. And though all lernyng map be ap- — 
plyed to Lhzyſt:yet ſome helpeth moze cõ⸗ to goa. 
pendyouſly than ſome. Of this ende a pur 
poſe le thou meaſure þpfytablenes oz vn- 
— ot all meane thyngẽ. Thou 

ueft lernyng:it is very well, yr thou do it 
fo: Chꝛyſtes ſake. But pt thou loue it ther 
koꝛe onely, bicauſe thou woldeſt knowe it: 
than makeſt thou a ſtop & a reſtyng place 
there, frõ whes thou oughteſt to haue ma Science muſt 
de a ſtep to clymbe further. But if thou de⸗ de loued for 
ſyxe ſciẽces, that thou by thetr helpe, mig iſtes ſake» 
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bc 
loke 
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t fyꝛſt rule. Anowe thy ſelfe,+ paſſe not thy 


r | 

teſt moꝛe clerely beholte Lhziſt,byd in the 
ſecretes of ſcripture / a wha thou knoweſt 
hym, loue hym / whan thou knoweſt e lo⸗ 
ueſt hym, teche, declare, and open hym to 
other men / e pꝛokyte, oꝛ take frupte ot him 
thyſelf: than pzepare thyſelfvnto ſtudy of 
lcyences.1But no further,than thou mayſt 
thynke them pzofytable to good lyuyng. 
It thou haue cofydence in thy ſelfe,# truſt 
to haue great aduauntage in Chꝛyſte: gs 
fo:th lyke a marchaunt venterer,bolde to 
walke as a ſtraũger ſomwhat further / pfe 
in the lernynge ok gentyles / a apply the ry | 
cheſſe oz treaſure ofthe egypcics,vnto the 
honeſtynge ofthe temple ofgod. But a pt 
thou feare greater loſſe than thou hopeſt 
of aduaũtage: than returne agayn to our 


boundes / kepe the within thy lyſtes. It is 
better tu haue leſſe knowlege, and moꝛe 
loue:than moche to knowe, e not to loue. 
Knowlege therfoze hath the mayſtrye oz 
chefe rowme amonge meane thinges.Af- 
ter that is helth/the gyftes ofnature/elo- 
Qquence/beaute/ſtrength/dignite/ fauour/ 
authozite / pꝛoſperite / good reputacyon/ 
kynne/frendes/ſtuffe of houſbolde.Cuery 
one of theſe thynges, as it helpeth mooſt 
and nygheſt waye vnto vertue: ſo ſþall it | 
mooſt chekely be applyed, in oafe they be 
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| 7 Caplio. ri. <7 

offred vnto vs haſtyng in our way. It not 

an may we not foz cauſe ot them turne 
from our tourney putpoſed. Money money ſduld 

is chaunced vnte the / pk it let nothyng to this wyſe 

good lyuynge / mynyſter it / make frendes beloued. 

with wycked maͤmon. But pt thou feare 

the loſſe of vertue ot good mynde: pe * 

that aduaſitage,full ofdomage and lolle/ £79*es ofthe 

and folowe thou euen Lrates of Thebes, caſts gret wm 

flynge thy greuous #comberous packe in of golde mn to 

to the ſee / rather than it ſholde holde the . 

backe from Chꝛyſte. That thynge mapſt none 

thou do the eaſplyer: yf (as J haue ſayd) better it ts 

thou ſhalte cuſtome thy ſelfe to meruaple at 4 — 

at none of thoſe thinges,whiche be with- Pe. b peer 

out the (that is to fay) whiche ꝑtayne not red tha he 

vnto the inner man. Foꝛ by that meanes — — not — 

t wyll come to paſſe,that thou canſt ney- Sies 

ther war proud oꝛ foꝛgete thy ſeit, yt thele gytter. 

thynges fo2tune vnto the, neyther thou 

ſhalt be vered in thy mynde, yk they ſholde 

tyther be denyed the, oꝛ takt from the: fog 

as moche as thou —— thy hole felicite 

in Chꝛpſte onely. But æ pf it chaunce they 

come vnto þ beſpdes thyne owne labour / 

be thou the moꝛe diligẽt e circũſpett / g not 

the moze careleſſe : this wyſe thynkynge, 

that a mater to exerciſe thy ſclfe vertuouſ# 

ly on, ts gyuen to the ot god / but yet not 

without ieopardy e daunger. But yfſhoiy 
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Lapkv.xij. 
amyn/pea What ſo euer thou doeſt. Thou 
exercyſeſt a crafte ? it is very well done, pf 
thou do it without fraude. But whervnto 
lokeſt thou? to fynde thy houſholde? But 
foz what entent to fynde thy houſdolte? to 
wyn thy houſbolde to Lhzyſ?thou roneft 
wel. Thou faſteſt/vertly a good werke, as 
it appereth outward. But vnto what ende 
referreſt thou thy faſt/ to ſpare thy vytay⸗ 
les, oꝛ that thou mayſt be coũted the moꝛe 
holy? Thyne eye is wycked, coxrupt,4 not 

ure. Peraduenture thou faſteſt, leſt thou 

olde fall in to ſome diſeaſe 82 ſyckneſſe. 
why feareſt thou ſyckneſſe? leeſt it wolde 
take the from the vſe of voluptuous plea⸗ 
ſures. Thyne eye is vicyous t fawty. But 
thou deſyꝛeſt helth. bycauſe thou mapſt be 
able to ſtudy. To what purpoſe J beſeche 
the referreſt thou thy ſtudy? to gete þ a be⸗ 
nefyce withall? with what mynde deſp2eſt 
thou a benetyce? verylp, to lyue at thyne 
owne pleaſure/not at Chzyſt;., Thou haſt 
myſſed the marke, whiche a chzyſicn man 
ought to haue euerywhere pꝛeũxed betoꝛe 
his eyes. Thou takeſt meate5 thou mygh 
teſt be ſtrong i thy body / a thou wilt haue 
thy body ſtrong, that thou mighteſt be ſuf 
licyent vnto holy ererciſes + watche. thou 
haſt hyt the marke. But thou takeſt hede 
to thy helth a lyuynge, leeſt thou ſpoldeſt 


whin labour 


is pꝛof table. 
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ous 
of ſayntes, 


Chaiſtopher, 


Rochus. 


Barbara. 
Seoꝛge. 


- Appolyne; 
Job. 


The ſuperſtiei: bodyply luſt / thou haſt fallen from 
—_ odyly luſt / thou h Lhyyft, 


Laplo:rif. - 
be moze euyll fauoured oz defozmed/ leeff 
thou ſholdeſt not bc ſtronge ynough vnto 


makyng vnto the an other god. There be 
that honour certeyn ſayntes with certeyn 
ceremonyes, One ſaluteth Chʒiſtoter eue⸗ 
ry dape / but not excepte he beholde his 
pmage. whether loketh he?veryly to this 
poynte. He hath boꝛne hym ſelte in hande 
that he ſhal be all that day ſure from eupl 
deth. An other woz\hpppeth one Bochus/ 
but why?bycauſe he bylcueth that he wpl 
kepe awapye the peſtplence from his body, 
An other mombleth certayne pzayers to 


Barbara oꝛ Seozge/leſt he ſhold fall in to 


bis ennempes handes. This man faſteth 
to ſaint Apolyne, leeſt his tethe (hold ake. 
That man viſiteth þ ymage ot holy Job / 
bycauſe he wolde be without ſcabbes. 

Some aſſygne a name a certapne poꝛcion 
of their wynnyng to pooꝛe men / leſt theu 
marchaũdpſe ſholde peryſthe by ſhyp wꝛa⸗ 
ke. A taper is lyght befoze Hieron, to the 
entent that thynge whiche is loſt, may be 
had agapne. In concluſpon, atter this ma 
ner, loke how many thing; be, whiche we 
eyther feare, oꝛ coueyre: lo many ſayntes 
haue we made gouernours of the ſame 
thynges. whiche lame ſayntes alſo be dy⸗ 
nerle to dpuerſe nacpons: ſo that Paule 
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Laplo. rtf. " 
dothe the ſame thyng among the frenſſhe 

men, that Hieron dothe with our coũttey 
men the almayns / # neyther James, noz 
Johan can do that thynge euery where, 
whiche they do in this 02» place. whiche 
honouryng ofſayntes trewlp / except it be 
referred from þ reſpect ot coꝛpoꝛal comody 
tees 02 incomodytees vnto Lhzyſt/ is not 
fo: achzyſten man / in ſo moche 5 it is not 
karre from þ ſupſticiouſneſſe of them, wht- 
che in tyme paſſed vowed þ tenth parte of 
their goodes to Hercules / to thentẽt they 


myght ware ryche. Oꝛ a cocke to Eſcula⸗ a cocke to £6 
pio, that they myght be recouered otthepꝛ culapius. 


diſeaſes; D2 whiche ſacryfyced a bull to 


Neptun?®,that they myght haue good pal mn, t9 Neps 


lage by ſce, and pꝛolperous ſaylyng. The 
names be chaunged/but veryly they haue 


dothe one ende and entent. Thou pzayeſt Thou pꝛapeſt 


god, that thou mayſt not dye to ſoone / oz fo: 
whyle thou art yong: pꝛapeſt not rather 
that he wolde gyue to the a good mynde, 
that in what ſo euer place deth (hold come 
bpon the, he myght not fynde the vnpꝛe⸗ 
pared. Thou thynkeſt not of chaungynge 
thy lyfe / e pꝛayeſt god thou myghteſt not 
dye. what pꝛayeſt thou foꝛ than?cerieynly 
that thou myghteſt ſynne as log as is poſ 
ſpble. Thou deſyzeſt ryches: a can not ble 
ryches. Doeſt not thou am thyne 


„ 


They atcopte 

hououryng 
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Lapfo.rtf. 
ownecdfufpon? Thou deſpꝛeſt helth,and 
canſt not vſe helth / is not now thy godly⸗ 
nes made deuyllyſſhe a wycked ? In this 
place J am ſure ſome of our holy relygy- 
ous men, wyll crye out agaynſt me, with 
open mouthes / whiche thynke lucre to be 
to the honourimg of god / and ( as the ſame 
Paule ſayth) with certayne lwete bene- 
dicttons, deceyue the myndes of innocent 
perſones, ſeruyng they; owne belyes/and 
not Jeſu Chꝛpſte. Than wyll they ſape / 
foꝛbyddeſt thou wozſbyppyng of ſayntes, 
in whome god ts honoured? J veryly dil 
pꝛayſe not them ſo greatly, which do theſe 
thynges ofa certapne ſymple & chyldyſihe 
ſuperſticyon, foꝛ lacke ofinſtruction, oꝛ cas 
pacite ot wytte/ as J do them, whiche ſe⸗ 
kyng theyꝛ owne aduauntage, pꝛayſeth a 
magnyfyeth thoſe thynges foꝛ moſt great 
e pertyte holyneſſe / whiche pcraduenture 
be tollerable æ may be ſuſtred / # foꝛ theyz 
owne pꝛofyte and aduaũtage, cheryſſhe & 
mayntayne the ignoꝛaunce of the people, 
(whiche neyther J mp lelfe do vtterly de⸗ 
ſpyſe)but I can not ſuffre that they ſholde 
accompte thynges to be hygheſt # moofk 
chele, which of them ſelfe be neyther good 
noꝛ bad / e thoſe to be greateſt x of mooſt 
value, whiche be ſmalleſt x of leeſt value. 
FI wpll pꝛapſe it # be content, that they de 


1 Caplo.xij. 

tyꝛe theyꝛ lyues helth of Kochus, whome 

they ſo greatly honour / ſo that they conſe 

cate that lyfe vnto Chꝛyſte. But J wypll 

pꝛayſe them mqꝛe, vt they wolde pꝛaye fox 

nothyng els, but that with the hate of vi⸗ 

ces, the loue of vertues myght be encrea⸗ 

ſed. And as touchyng to lyue oz to dye, let 

them put it in to the handes of god / e let 

them ſaye with Paule / whether we lyue, 

whether we dye / to god e at goddes plea⸗ 

ſure we lyue oꝛ dye. It ſhall be a pcrfyte 

thyng, yr they deſyꝛe to be diſſolued fro the 

body, c to be with Chꝛiſt. yt they put their 

glozy e iope in diſeaſes oz ſpeknes/ in loſſe 

oꝛ other domages of foꝛtune, bycauſe they 

be accompted woꝛthy, euen after this ma⸗ 

ner to be made lyke oꝛ confyzmable vnto 

theyꝛ heed. To do therfoze ſuche mance 

thynges: is not ſo moche to be rebuked, * 

as it is peryllous to abyde ſtyll æ cleue to 

them. I ſuffre & permpt infirmite a weyk- 

nes: but with Paule I ſhewe a moꝛe ex⸗ Piery ie the te 

cellent waye. It thou ſhalte exampne thy nn bah e 

ſtudyes, and all thy actes by this tule, and inferioꝭs haue 

ſhalt not ſtande any where in meane thin- towarde ider: 
es. tyl thou come euen vnto Lhuiſt: thou pero ee 

alte neyther go out of thy waye at any quyꝛed / hers 

tyme / neyther (halt do oz (ufire any thyng toe it is that 

in all thy lyfe, whiche (hall not turne and [ans ce — 

be vnto the a mater ot pietie. 2 


* * 


aplo.rtif. 
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Et vs adde alſo the fyfth rule as an 
| A. ayter vnto this fozeſatd fourth rule, 
Perfite pietie. that thou put pertyte pietie in this thyng 
onely: yf thou ſhalte entoꝛce alwape from 
thynges viſpble, whiche almoſt euery one 
be tmperkyte, oꝛ els indifferent, to aſcende 
to thynges inuyſpble, after the dyuyſyon 
ofa man aboue reherſed. This pꝛecepte is 
appertaynyng to the mater ſo neceſſarily / 


parte ofchzyſten men, in ſtede of true ho⸗ 

nourers of god, are but playne ſuperſty- 

cyous / and in all other thynges, ſaue in 

the name ot chꝛyſten men onely, vary not 

Two woꝛldee. greatly from the ſuperſtycyon of the gen⸗ 
tyles, Let vs ymagyn therfoze two woꝛl⸗ 

des / the one intellygyble, the other vyſy⸗ 

ble. The intelligible, whiche alſo we may 

call the angelycall woꝛlde / wherin god is 

with bleſſed myndes. The viſyble woꝛlde / 

the circles ot heut / the planettes # ſterres/ 

with all that included is in them. Than 

let vs ymagyn man as a certapne thyꝛde 
woꝛlde / parte taker of bothe the other: of 

the viſyble woꝛlde pfthou beholde his bo 
dy / ol the inuyſyble wozlte yf thou cõſyder 
his ſoule. In the vyſpble woꝛlde, bycauſe 


that whether it be thzough neclygence, o 
els foꝛ lacke of knowlege therof/ the moſt 


— — — 
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Capto. xiij. 
we be but ſtraügers, we ought neuer reſt/ 
but what thynge ſo euer o it ſelte to 
the ſencyble powers / that muſt we vnder 


- acertayne aptscoparyſon oꝛ ſymplytude, 


apply eyther to the angelycall wozlde / oz 
els (whtche is moze pꝛotytable) vnto ma⸗ 
ners, and to that parte of man whiche is 
toꝛeſpondẽt to the angelyke woꝛlde. what 
viſyble ſonne is in the viſible wozlte, 
is the dyuyne mynde in the intellp⸗ 
gyble wozlde / and in that parte of the, 


whiche is of that ſame nature / that is to che come io 
ſaye, in the ſpiryte. Loke what the moone the dyuyne 
is in the viſyble wozlde / that in the inuy⸗ mnde of god: 


ſyble wozlde is the congregacyon of aun- 
gels, of bleſſed ſoules, called the trium- 
phant churche / and that in the is the ſpi⸗ 
ryte. what ſo euer heuens aboue wozketh 
in the erthe vnder them / that ſame dothe 
god in the ſoule. The ſonne gothe downe, 
aryſeth / rageth in heate / is temperate / 
quyckeneth / bꝛyngeth foꝛth / maketh ry⸗ 
pe / dꝛaweth to hym / maketh ſubtyle and 
thynne / purgeth / hardeneth / mollyfpeth / 
illumpneth / clereth / cheryſſheth, and com⸗ 
foꝛteth. Therfoze what ſo euer thou be- 
holdeſt in hym / yea what ſo euer thou 
ſeeſt in this groſſer woꝛlde of the elemen- 
tes ([Wwhiche many haue ſeparated from 
the heuens aboue and circles — the fyz- 

tij. 


_ Lapko.riif. 
mament ) in concluſion, what ſo euer thou 
conſydereſt in the groſſer parte of thy ſelfe: 

accuſtome to apple it to god, and to the 


tnuyſpble poꝛcpon of thy ſelte. So ſhall it 


come to paſſe, that what ſo euer thynge 

| a wall any where offer it ſelfe to any of the 
ebene. den fenlpble wyttes: that ſame thynge wall 
a be to the an occaſyon of ptetye. whan it 
delyteth thy coꝛpoꝛall eyes, as ofte as this 

byſyble ſonne ſpꝛedeth hym ſelfe on the 

erth with newe lyght: by and by call to 
remembꝛaunce. how greate the pleaſure 

is of the inhabytauntes of hcuen / vnto 

whome the eternall ſonne euer ſpꝛyngeth 

and aryſeth / but neuer goth downe. How 

greate are the ioyes of that pure mynde, 

whervpon the lyght of god alwapes ſhy⸗ 

The gloꝛy of neth and caſteth his beames. Thus by oc- 
— caſyon of the vyſyble creature pꝛaye with 
moyſes/but we the woꝛdes of Paule / that he whiche com 
behold the glo mãaunded lyght to ſhyne out of darkneſſe, 
re of — ae may ſbyne in thy herte / to gyue lyght and 
ber knowlege of the glozye of god in the face 
Thagraceof of Jeſu Chꝛyſte. Kepete ſuche lyke places 
god is called of holp ſcriptute, in whiche here and there 
— 4 the grace of the ſpiryte of god, is compa- 
es ſynne. red to lyght. The nyght ſemeth tedyous 
to the and darke / thynke on a ſoule deſty⸗ 

tute of the lyght of god, and darke with 

vices. yea and pfthou canſt percepue any 
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| Capto. xiij. 
darknelſe ofnyght in the: pzaye that the 
ſonne of iuſtyce may aryſe vnto the. This 
wyfe thynke,and ſurely byleue, that the 
thynges inuyſpble are ſo excellent, ſo pure 
and ſo perfyte/that the viſpble thynges in 
comparyſon of them, are ſcarſe very ſha⸗ 
dowes, repꝛeſentyng to the eyes a ſmall x 
a thynne ſimplytude ofthem.Therfoze in 
theſe outwarte e coꝛpoꝛal thyng;,what ſo 
euer thy ſenſyble wyttes eyther deſy2e oꝛ 
abhoꝛte:it ſhal be mete 5ᷣ the ſpiryt moche 
moe loue oꝛ hate the ſame in inward e in 
coꝛpoꝛall thynges. The goodly beaute of 
thy body pleaſeth thyne eyes: thinke than 
ow honeſt a thynge is the beaute of the 
oule. A detoꝛmed vyſage ſemeth an vnple 
ſaunt thyng: remẽbꝛe how odious a thing 
is a mynde defyled with vyces. And of all 
other thing? do lykewyſe. Foz as the ſoule 
ath certeyn beaute wherwith one whple 
e pleaſeth god / # a defoꝛmite wherwith 
an other whyle he pleaſeth p deupll / lyke 
— lyke : ſo hath ſhe alſo her youth, 
er age,ſpcknes,helth,deth,lyfe, pouerte, 
ryches, iope, ſoꝛowe, warre,peacs, colde, 
heate,thurſte,dzynke, hunger,meate. To 
conclude ſhoꝛtly, what ſo euer is felt in the 
body / that ſame is to be vnderſtande in the 
ſoule. Therfoꝛe in this thynge reſtcth the 
tournep to the ſpirytuall x pres Iyfe/pfbp 
3.1. 


what © euer is 
percepued 1 
the body/ that 
ſame is tobe 
vaderſtande 


in the mynde» 
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Caplo.xiij. 
A lptell and lytell we ſhall accuſtome to 
with dꝛawe our ſelfe from theſe thynges 
whiche be not trewly in very dede: but 


The nature of partely appere to be, that they be not / as 
Futhy plealure. fylthy and voluptuous pleaſure / honour 


ofthis wozlde, partely vanyſſhe awaye, 
haſte to retourne to naught / and ſhall be 
rauyſſhed and caryed to theſe thynges, 
whiche in dede are eternall, immutable, 
and pure. whiche thynge Socrates ſawe 
full well / a philoſopher not ſo moche in 
tonge and woꝛdes, as in lyuyng # dedes. 
Foz he ſayth, that ſo onely, ſball the ſoule 
departe happely from her body at the laſt 
ende: pk afozchande ſhe haue dylygently 
though true knowlege recoꝛded # pꝛacti⸗ 
ſed deth,and alſo haue longe tyme befoꝛe, 
by the deſpyſynge of thynges coꝛpoꝛall / 
and by the contemplacyon and loue of 
thynges ſpirytuall, vſed her ſelfe to be as 
it were in a maner abſent from the body. 


what is the Neyther that croſſe, vnto whiche Chꝛyſte 
croſſe of chꝛiſt. calleth # exhoꝛteth vs / neyther that deth 


in whiche Paule wylleth vs to dye with 
our heed / as alſo the pꝛophete ſayth, fo 
thy ſake we be ſlayne all the daye longe / 
we be accompted as ſhepe appoynted to 
be kylled / neyther that whiche the apoſtle 
wꝛyteth in other termes , ſayenge / ſeke 
thoſe thynges that be aboue / not whiche 


| Lapfo. riff. | 
de on the erthe, Taſte and haue pertey⸗ 
uaunce of thynges aboue / meaneth oꝛ is 
any other thynge. than that we, vnto 
thynges coꝛpoꝛall (holde be dull # made 
as though we were inſenſpble and vtter- 
ly without capacite. So that the leſſe fea⸗ 
lynge we haue in thynges of the body: 
ſo moche the moze lwetneſſe we myght 
fynde in thynges pertaynynge to the ſpi⸗ 
ryte. And myght begyn to lyue ſo moche 
the trewlyer inwardly in the ſpiryte / the 
leſſe we lyued outwardly in the body. In 
concluſpon to ſpeke moꝛe playnly / ſo mo⸗ 
che the leſſe ſholde moue vs thynges ca⸗ 
duke and tranſytope / the moꝛe acquayn- 
ted we were with thynges eternall. So 
moche the leſſe ſholde we regarde the ſha⸗ 
dowes ol thynges: the moꝛe we haue be⸗ 
gon to loke vp vpon the very true thyn- 
ges. This rule therfoze muſt be had euer 
redy at hande / that we in no wyſe ſtande 
ſtyll any where in tempoꝛall thynges: but 
that we ryſe thence, makynge as it were 
a ſteppe vnto the loue of ſpirituall thyn- 
ges, by matchyng the one with the other. 
Oz els in comparyſon of thynges whiche 
are inuyſpble, that we begyn to deſpyſe 
that, whiche is vyſyble. The diſeaſe of 
thy body wyll be the eaſyer, pf thou wol- 
deſt thynke it to be a remedy foꝛ thy ſoule. 


Lapto. riij. 
Thou ſholdeſt care the leſſe fo: the helthe 
of thy body: f thou woldeſt tourne all thy 
care, to defende æ mayntayne the helthe of 
the mynde. The deth ofthe body putteth 
the in feare/the deth ofthe ſoule is moche 
moꝛe to be feared. Thou abhoꝛreſt þ poy- 
ſon which thou ſeeſt with thyne eyes / by⸗ 
cauſe it bꝛyngeth myſchefe to the body / 
moche moꝛe is the poyſon to be abhoꝛred 
which ſleeth the ſoule. Licuta is a poyſon 
toþ body / but voluptuouſnes is a moche 
moꝛe redy poyſon to the ſoule. Thou qua⸗ 
keſt and trembleſt foꝛ feare / thy heate ſtan 
deth vpꝛyght, thou art ſpecheleſſe, thy ſpi⸗ 
rytes foꝛſaken the, and thou waxeſt pale, 
fearyng leeſt the lyghtnynge, whiche ap⸗ 
pereth out of the clowdes ſholde ſmyte 
the: but how moche moꝛe is it to be fea⸗ 
red, leeſt there come on the, the inuyſpble 
lyghtnynge of the wꝛathe of god / whiche 
ſayth. Bo ye curſed pcrſones in to eter⸗ 
nall fyꝛe? The beaute ofthe body rauyſ⸗ 
cheth the / why rather loueſt thou not fer- 
nently that fapꝛneſſe whiche is not ſeen? 
Zranſlate thy loue in to that beaute wht 
che is perpetuall / whiche is celeſtial / whi⸗ 
che is without coꝛrupcpon / # the diſcrete⸗ 
Iyer (balte thou loue the caduke & tranſp⸗ 
top ſhappe of the body. Thou pꝛapeſt 
that thy felde map be Watred with rayne 


[ 
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. Laplo.xtif. 
bf Adam fourmed of moyſt cley, and the 
ſoule bꝛethed in to hym / Eue taken out ot 
the rybbe / the eatynge of the tree foꝛbyd⸗ 
den / the ſerpent entyſynge to eate / god 
walkynge at the ayꝛe / whan they knewe 
they had ſynned / how they hydde them 
| ſelfe/ the aungell ſet at the doꝛes with a 
tournynge (wozde, leeſt after they were 
ciece / the waye to them ſholde be open 
to come agayne ſhoꝛtly. Jf thou ſholdeſt 
rede the hole hyſtozye of the makynge of 
the woꝛlde / yk thou ſholdeſt rede (J ſaye) 
ſupcrkycyally theſe thynges / ſekynge no 
further than appereth outwardlp / { can 
not percepue what other greate thynge 
thou ſhalt do, than yt thou haddeſt ſonge 
ofthe ymage of cley made by Pꝛomethes / 
02 ofthe fyze ſtolen from heuen by deceyte 
The fable of and put in to theymage,gaue lyfe to the 
Sy nobee clep. Yea. peraduenture a poetes fable m 
of graumtes the allegoꝛp, wall be redde with ſomwhat 
. buyided- woſi: moꝛe fruyte, than a narracyon of holy bo⸗ 
— 52 — kes / yt thou reſt in the rynde oꝛ vtter par- 
u ter out of te. It whan thou rede the fable of the 
en / but Ju: gyauntes / it warneth and putteth the in 
piter — remembꝛaunce, that thou ſtryue not with 
ee 2 ene god, & thynges moze myghty than thou 
them with. dz that thou oughteſt to abſtayne from 
lrg2tuynge, ſuche ſtudpes, as nature abhoꝛreth / and 
that thou ſholdeſt ſette thy mynde vnto 


w— = - way TS = WW dt. SD: IS ie dE Reds. ↄ ©. AS AS MME AM. 


1 

theſe thynges (vt ſoo be they be honeſt) 

whervnto thou art mooſt apte naturally. 

That thou tangle not thy (elfe with ma⸗ 

trymony / pfchaſtite be moꝛe agreable to 

thy maners. Agapne that thou bynde not 

thy ſelfe to chaſtyte / yf thou ſeme moze "* 
apte to maryage. Foz moſt comunly thoſe Circeswass 
thynges come cull to paſſe, whiche thou dr ache 
pꝛoueſt agaynſt nature. It the cuppe of tumed men to 
Cpꝛtes teche,that men with voluptuouſ- dyuers faſcios 
nes, as with wytchecrafre fall out of their o nge 
mynde, and be chaunged vtterly fro men ches. | 
vnto beeſtes. It thyzfty Tantalus teche 

the, that it is a very myſerable thynge foz Tantalus. 

a man, to ſyt gapynge vpon his rychelle &yrephus. 
heaped togyder, and dare not vie them. 

The ſtone of Siciphus, that ambicyon is | 
labozyous and myſerable. If the labours I es 
of Hercules putteth the in remembzaitce 

that heuen muſt be optepned with honeſt 

labours and enfoꝛcementes infatygable: 

lerneſt thou not that thynge in the fable, 

whiche philoſophers teache, and allo dy- w,ccue 
uynes, the mayſters of good lyupng. But ry/ſcripture 
pyk ( without allegoꝛy) thou ſhalte rede rhe is barern. 
intkantes wꝛeſtlyng in theyꝛ mothers belp, 
thinherytaunce of the elder bꝛother ſolde 
foz a meſle of potage / the bleſſpnge of the 
father pꝛeuented a taken away by fraude. 
Solye ſmytten with the lynge of Da- 


uid/and the heare of Sampſon ſhauen: it 

is not of ſo greate valure, as pt thou ſhol⸗ 

WPayy vngood deſt rede the feynyng ofſome pocte. what 
rbhue ae difference is there, whether thou rede the 
wer appere boke ot kyng{,oz of the tudges in the olde 
ontwarde, teſtament / oz els the hiſtoꝛp of Titus Li⸗ 
5 uius / ſo that thou haue reſpec to the alle⸗ 
goꝛpe in nere nother? Foz in that hiſtozye 
are many thynges, whiche map amende 
the comune maners:1n the other are ſome 
thynges/ye vngoodly, as they ſeme at the 
— ow 3 — ve vn⸗ 
erſtande ſuꝑficially, may hurt good ma⸗ 
ar com? ners. As the theft of Dautd/and adultery 
with Barſabe/ bought with homicide. The vehemet loue 
bene 22re of Dampſon, How the doughters of Lot 
wbeilaync. lap with they} father by ſtelthe / and were 
conceyued / # a thouſande other lyke ma- 
ters. Therfoze the fleſſhe of ſcriptut eucry 

where deſpiſed, but chetely of the olde teſta 

met: it (ſhall be mete ⁊ couenyent to ſerche 

out the myſtery of the ſpiryte. Manna to 

the ſhall haue ſuche taſte as thou bzngelt 

with the in thy mouth. But in openynge 

he miſtertes of myſteryes, thou mayſt not folowe the 
muſt be hãde: comectures ofthyne owne mynde / but the 
ted with craft. rule muſt be knowen æ a ccrtayne cratte / 
whiche one Dioniſius teacheth in a boke 
entyteled De diuinis nommibus / that is 
to (ape / of the names of god: and ſaynt 
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LCapfo.rit. 
Augultpne in a certayne warke called Do 

c>rtna chziſtiana / that is to (aye / rhe do⸗ 

ſteyne ofa chꝛiſten man. The apoſtle Pau 

le after Chꝛyſte, opened certayne foun⸗ 

taynes of allegowes / whome Oꝛigene fo- Auegoryes . 
lowed / and in that parte of diuynite ob⸗ 

tayned doubtleſſe the chefe rowme and ä 
mayſtrye. But oure dyuynes eyther let — 
naught by the allegoꝛpe / oꝛ handle it ve⸗ 

ry dꝛeampngly and vnfruytfully : yet are 

they in ſubtyltye of diſputacyon equall, oz 

rather ſuperyours to olde dyuynes. But 

in treatynge ofthis crafte/that is to ſaye, 

m pure, apte,and fruptfull handlyng the 

allego2ye, not ones to be compared with 

them / and that ſpecyally, as J geſle, foꝛ 

two cauſes. The one, bycauſe the myſte⸗ f 

tye can be but colde and barayne / whiche 

is not kendled with the fyꝛe of eloquence / 

and tempꝛed with certayne lwetneſſe of 

— in whiche our elders were paſ⸗ 

ge excellent / a we not ones taſte of it. 

An other cauſe is / foꝛ ſo moche as they cõ⸗ * 

tented with Aryſtotle onely / expeli from 1, F only 
ſcholes the ſecte of Plato # Pictag9as/ a dayes. 

and pet ſaynt Augulſtyne pzcferceth theſe 
later / not onely bycauſe they haue manp 
ſentẽces moche agreable to our religyon/ 
but alſo bycauſe the very maner of open 
and clere ſpeche / whiche they vſe (as we 
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Olde druynes 


fo.rtif. | 


Lap 
baueſayd)full of allegozyes/dzaweth ve- 


ry nygh to the ſtyle of holy ſcripture. No 
meruaple therfoze though they haue mo⸗ 


re comodioufly handled the allegozyes of 
the woꝛde ot god / whiche with plenteous 
oꝛacpon were able to encreaſe and dylate 


with belpeof to coloute + garnyſſhe any maner thynge 
dae I: neuer ſo bareyn, ſymple, oz homely / and 
gozyes wel fa: alſo beynge mooſt experte and connynge 


nouredly. 


/ 


ot all antiquite, had pꝛactyſed and exercy⸗ 
ſed longe betoꝛe in the poetes and bookes 
of Plato / that thynge whiche they ſholde 
do after in diuyne myſteryes. J had leuer 
that thou ſholdeſt rede the comentaryes 
ofthoſe men / foꝛ J wolde inſtructe and in⸗ 
duce the, not vnto contencyons of argu⸗ 
mentes / but rather vnto a pure mynde. 
But & yf thou can not attayne the myſte- 
ry/remembze pet that ſome thynge lyeth 
hyd whiche though it be not knowen / pet 
veryly to haue truſt to obtayne it. hall be 
better than to reſt in the letter which kyl⸗ 
leth. And that ſe thou do not onely in the 


The goſpell olde teſtament / but alſo in the newe. The 


bath. ber fleſye 


gnd ſpirite, 


— bath her fleſſhe / be hath alſo her 
iryte. Foz though the vayle be pulled 
from the face of Moyles / neuertheleſle 
yet vnto this day Paule ſeeth per ſpeculũ 
and in enigmate / that is thꝛough a glaſle 
vnpfytly a obſcurely. And Chꝛyſt hymſelfe 
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| Capto. xiij. 

te yth in his goſpel! of Johan. The fleſthe 
ꝛotyteth nothynge at all / it is the ſpityte 
at —— I veryly durſt not haue 
layd it p20 texh not at all / it had ben y- 
nough toz me to lay, the fleſſbe pꝛotyteth 
ſomwhat/but moche moze þ ſpiryte. But 
nowe veryte hym ſelfe hath ſayd, it pꝛofy⸗ 
teth not at all. And ſo greatly it pzofyteth 
not / that after the mynde of Paule it is 
but dethe / extepte it be referred to the ſpi⸗ 
ryte.yet at the leeſt way vnto this thynge 
is the fleſſhe pzofytable:foz that (be ledeth 
our infirmytie as it were with cettayne 
greces oꝛ ſteppes vnto the ſpiryte. The 
body without the ſpiryte can haue no bes 
pnge:the ſpiryte ofthe body hath no nede. 
wherkoze if afterthe doctryne of Chꝛpſt, 
the ſpityte be ſo great © excellent a thyng / 
that he onely gyueth lyfe: hyther, to this 
popnte muſte our tourney be / that in all 
maner letters / in all our actes, pe haue 
reſpecte to the ſpirpte / a not to the fleſſhe. 
And it a man wolde take hede, he ſhulde 
ſone perceyue:that this thyng onelp is tt, 
whetvnto exhoꝛteth vs amonge the pꝛo⸗ 
—— ſpecially Eſatas:amonge the apo⸗ 


els Paule / whiche almoſte in euery epy⸗ 


le, plapeth this parte # cryeth, that we 
chulde haue no confydence in the fleſſhe / 
and that in the ſpirpte is lyfe, lybertye, 


J. 
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Laplo.xtif. 

* lyght, adopcion: and thoſe noble fruytes 

mp peyonees 10 greatly to be deſyꝛed whiche he nom- 

not by brithe / bꝛeth. The fleſſhe eucry where he diſpy⸗ 

but by clect:6. ſeth, condempneth, and caſteth of. Take 

hede and thou ſhalte pekteyue that our 

mapſter Chꝛiſt dothe the ſame thyng here 

and there / whyles in pullyng the aſle out 

of the pytte / in reſtozinge the ſyght to the 

blynde / in rubbynge the eares of coꝛne / in 

vnwaſchen handes / in the feeſtes of ſyn⸗ 

ners / in the parable of the pharyſee and 

the publytane / in faſtynges / in the carnall 

bꝛetherne / in the reioyſynge of the iewes 

that chey were the chyldꝛen of Abꝛaham / 

Phrlateyes in offcyng ot gyftes in the temple / in pꝛap⸗ 

were papers ynge / in dilatyng their philateirs / and in 

— —— 9:3 many lyke places, he diſpyſeth the fleſlhe 

reh in ther: Of the lawe / ſuperſtycton of the, whiche 

oꝛheedes / ba: had leuer be iewes openly tn the ſyght of 
uyngc the ten man, than pꝛiuely in the ſpght of god. 


comandcmer, nd whan he ſayd to the woman of Sa- - 


werten em maty / byleue me that þ houre (ball come, 


whan ve ſhall honour the father, neyther 
in this moũtayne / neyther in Jeruſalem, 
But the houre ſhall be and now is / whan 
the very true woꝛſhyppers ſhall woꝛſhyp 
the ſather in ſpiryte and verite. Foꝛ ſurely 
the father requyzeth ſuch to honour hym. 
The father is a ſpiryte/ and they whiche 


honour hym mult honoure in ſpiryte and 
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verite. He ſignytyed the ſame thynge in 
dede, whan at the maryage he turned the 
water of the colde and vnſauery lettre, in 
to wyne of the ſpiryte / makynge dzonke 
the ſpirytuall loules / euen vnto the con⸗ 
tempte and diſpyſynge of their lyfe, And 
leeſt thou (huldeſt thynke it a great thing, 
that Chuſt diſpyſed theſc thyng{, whiche 
nowe J yaue teherſed / pe he diſpyſed the 
eatyng ofhis owne fleſſhe and dunkynge 
of his owne bloode/ excepte it were done 
ſpirytually. To whome thynkeſt thou 
ſpake he theſe thynges: the fleſſhe pꝛoty⸗ 
teth nothynge at all / it is the ſpiryte that 
quycknety and gyueth lyte? verylp not to 
them whithe with ſaynt Johans goſpell, 
02 an agnus dei hangynge aboure their 
neckes,thynke themſetre ſure from al ma⸗ 
ner of harme/ e luppoſe that thynge to be 
the very pertyte religyon ofa chuſten ma: 
but to them to whome he opened þ hygh 
miſtery of catynge his owne body. At ſg 
great a thyng be of no valure/ ye it᷑ it be 
ꝑnycious oz perylous: what caule is there 
wherkfoze we ſhulde haue cofidence in any 
other carnal thing, except þ ſpiryt be pꝛe⸗ 
ſent? Thou peraducture ſapeſt maſſe days 
ly,and lpueũ at thyne owne pleſure/ a art 
not ones moued with thy neyghbours 
hurtes / no no moze tha if they pertayned 


Saynt, Johñs 
goſpel hagyng 
at theꝛ necki 


Laplo.rilf. 
nothynge at all to the: thou art yet in the 
fleſche of the ſacrament. But and if whyle 
thou ſayeſt, thou enfozceſt to be the very 
ſame thynge whiche is ftgnyfyed by re- 
ceyupng that ſacrament/tyat is to ſay/to 
be one ſpiryte with the ſpiryte of Chniſte / 
to be one body with the body of Chiiſt / to 

be a quicke membꝛe of the churche/ifthou 

loue nothing but in Chꝛiſt / it thou thynke 

all thy goodes to be comune to all men / 

ii the incommodptes of all men greue the 

euen as thyne owne: than no doute thou 

ſayeſt malle with great frupte / and that 

bycauſe thou doeſt it ppcually, JC thou 

perceyue that thou art in maner tranſfy- 

gured and chaunged in to Lhzyſte / and 

that thou lpueſt now leſle æ leſſe in thyne 

owneſelfe/ gyue thankes to the ſpiryte 

which onely quyckeneth and gyueth lyfe. 

Many ben wont to nombze dowe many 

maſles they haue ben at euery daye/ and 

Fo haupnge confydence in this thynge as of 
Prette ang fer moſte valure(as though nowe they were 
ice whiche we No farther bounde to Lhziſte)as ſoone as 
owe to god, they be ——— out of — * — 
to their olde maners agayne. That they 

formed ul ge enbꝛace the fleſlhe or pite / I diſpzayſenot: 
that is repꝛe: that they there ſtoppe 4 pꝛapſe not. Let 
— "Wa that beperfourmed tn the, whiche is there 
* repꝛeſented to thyne eyen. There is re⸗ 


Capo. xiij. 
p:eſented to the, the dethe of thy heed:dil⸗ 
cuſſe thy ſelte withinfozthe / and (as the 
fayeng is) in thy boſome, howenygh thou 
art deed to the woꝛlde. Fo: it thou be poſ- 
ſeſſed holly with wꝛath, ambycion, coue⸗ 
touſnes, enup / pe though thou touche the 
aulter / yet art thou farre fro maſſe. Chꝛiſt 
was ſlayne foꝛ the / ſlee thou thertoꝛe theſe 
beeſtes, Sacrifyſe thy ſelf to hym, whiche 
toꝛ thy ſake ſacrifyſed hym ſelfe to his fa⸗ 
ther. Jf thou ones thynke not on theſe 
thynges / and haſt confydece in the other: 
god hateth thy carnall c groſſe religyon, 
Thou arte baptyſed / thynke not fozth- 
with that thou art a chullen man, Thy 
mynde all togyder ſauoureth nothynge 
but this wolde: thou art in the ſyght of 
the wozlde a chzaiſten man / but ſecrete and 
befoze god thou art moꝛe hethen tha any 
bethen man. why ſo? foꝛ thou haſt the bo- 
dy of the ſacrament,and art without the 
ſpiryt whiche onely pꝛofyteth. Thy body 
is waſched / what mater maketh ÿ, whyle 
thy mynde remayneth ſtyll defyled and 
ſtapned? The body is touched with ſalte/ 
what than, whan thy mynde is yet vn⸗ 
ſauerpy? Thy body is anoynted / but thy 
mynde is vnanoynted. But it thou be bu⸗ 
ryed with Lhuſte withinkoꝛthe / and ſtu⸗ 
dpeſt to walke with hym in A. lyke: 


* * 


hd 
m — 


* n Mics ith 
- * 


| Capfko. xtij. 
Ithan 1 man. Thos 


Sibel Bale, Art ſpꝛincled with holy water / what good 


Touch ynge 
of reirkes. 


The true hono 
rng of (ain 


dothe that/if ſo be thou wype not awaye 
the inwarde fylth from the mynde. Thou 
honoureſt ſayntes / and art ioyous &# glad 
to touche their relykes: but thou diſpp⸗ 
ſeſt the chefe relykes whiche they left be⸗ 
hynde them / that is to vnderſtande / the 
examples ot᷑ pure lyuynge. There is no 


gj. honour mote pleaſaunt to Mary, than if 


thou woldeſt counterfayte her humplite. 
No religyon is moꝛe acceptable to ſapn⸗ 
tes oꝛ moꝛe appꝛopꝛiate, than it thou dyd⸗ 
deſt labour to repꝛeſent and folowe their 
vertues. wylte thou deſerue the loue and 
fauour of Peter oꝛ of Paule? coũterfapte 
the ones faythe, a the others charyte / and 
thou ſhalt do a greater thing than if thou 
ſhuldeſt ron to Rome. x.tymes.wylt thou 
woꝛchyp ſapnt Fraũces fingularly? thou 
att hye mynded / thou art a great louer of 
money / thou art ſtubburne and ſelfe wyl⸗ 
led / tull of cõtencion / wyſe in thyne owne 
opinyon: gyue this to the ſapnt / [wage 
thy mynde / and by the example ok ſaynte 
Fraũces be moꝛe ſobꝛe, humble, oz meke / 


. diſpyſe folthy lucre / and be deſpꝛous of ry- 


cheſle of the mynde / put awaye ſtryuynge 
and debates with thy neyghbours / and 
with goodnes, ouercome puell. Theſaynt 
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Capto. xiij. 
ſetteth moꝛe by this honour, if thou 
ſhuldeſt ſet befoze hym a thouſande bzen- 
nyng tapers, Thou thynkeſt it a ſpecyall 
thyng to be put in thy Fraue, wꝛapped in 
the cowle oz habyte of ſaynt Fraunces? 
Truſt me lyke veſture ſhall pꝛotyte Þno- 
thynge at all whan thou art deed / if thy 
lpupnge and maners be founde vnlyke 
whan thou were a lyue. And though the 


ſure example of all trewe vertue and of ptetie. 


pure lyte, is fette of Chꝛiſte moſte como- 
dyouſiy: neuer the leſſe if the wozſhyp - 
pynge of Lhzyſte in his ſayntes delytc 


the lo greatly/ le that thou counterfayte t ys conn: 
Chꝛiſt in his ſayntes / and foꝛ the honoure terfeyt Chuſte 
of eucry one ot his ſayntes,ſtudy and la- nh (axnicss 


boure to put awaye one vyce / oz els to 
enbzace one vertue. Jfthis be done in⸗ 
wardly / than wyll J not repꝛoue thoſe 
thynges whiche be doone outwardly. 
Thou haſt in great reuerence the aſſhes 
of Paule? J dampne it not / if thy rely⸗ 
gyon be perfyte in euery poynte. But it 
thou haue in reuerence the deed aſſhes 
02 pouder of his body / and ſetteſt no ſtoꝛe 
by his quycke mage pet ſpeakyng / and 
as it were bꝛethynge / whiche remapneth 
in his doctryne: is not thy relygyon pꝛe⸗ 
poſterous and out of oꝛdꝛze? Honoureſk 
thou the bones of Paule ved in a ſhꝛyne / 
lf. 


See ur and — — 2 
mage of bhydde in his wꝛitynges? 2 — 
Paule. a pece of his carkas . — —— 
glaſſe / a regardeſt not thou the hole mynde 
of Paule ſhynynge thꝛou ugh his letters? 
Thou woꝛſhyppeſt the alches, in whole 
pꝛeſence now e than the defoznytees and 
diſeaſes of bodyes be taken awaye/ why 
rather honoureſt thou not his doctryne / 
wherwith the defozmytees & diſeaſes of 
ſoules are cured & remedycd? Let the vn- 
faythfull meruaple at theſe myꝛacles and 
ſygnes foz whome they be wꝛought: but 
thou that art a faythfull man enbꝛace his 
bokes/that as thou douteſt not, but that 
god can do all thyng{/cuen ſo thou mayſt 
lerne to loue hym aboue al thyng{. Thou 
very pma honoureſt the pinage ofthe bodply coũte⸗ 
— is naũce of Lhuſt fozmed in ſtone oz tree / oꝛ 
Aim pe gat. els portrayed with colours: with moche 
pell. greater reuerence ts to be honoured the 
ymage ot his mynde / whiche by woꝛkmã⸗ 
— on ſhyp ofthe holy goolt, is fygured # expꝛeſ⸗ 
uyngepayntcr led in the goſpels , Heuer any Apelles ſo 
Hat euer was. expꝛeſly faſſponed with piſell the pꝛopoꝛ⸗ 
cyons # fygure of the body, as in the wor 
des # doctryne of euerp man apereth the 
pmage of the mynde / namely in Chꝛpſte / 
whiche whan he was very ſimplicite and 
pute verite / no dilcoꝛde / no vnlykeneſſe at 


Capłb. xtij. | 
all conde be bytwene the fyꝛſte and chefe 
paterne ot his diuyne mynde a the ymage 
of his doctryne z lernyng from thence de- 
ducted and deryued,As nothynge is moze 
lyke the father of heuen than his ſonne / 
whiche is the woꝛde, the wiſdom e know⸗ 
lege of the father / ſpꝛingyng foꝛthe of his 
molt ſecrete hert:ſo is nothyng moꝛe lyke 
bnto Lhiilt than the woꝛde / the doctryne 
and teachyng of Chꝛiſt / gyuen foꝛthe out 
of the pꝛiuy partes of his moſt holy bꝛeſt. 
And pondereſt thou not this ymage? ho⸗ 
noureſt it not? lokeſt thou not ſubſtanci⸗ 
ally with deuoute eyen vpon it? enbzaſeſt 
it not in thy herte? haſt thou of thy loꝛde 
and mayſter relykes ſo holy / ſo full of ver 
tue « ſtrength / a ſettyng them at naught / 
ſekeſt thou thinges moche moe altenate, 
ftraſiger and farther of? Thou beholdeft 
a cote oꝛ a ſudoꝛpe, that is ſayde to haue 
ben Lhuſtes/aſtonyed therat, as though 
thy wyttes were rauyſſhed: a art thou in 
a dzeme oꝛ lumber whan thou redeſt the 
diupne ozacles oꝛ anſweres of Chꝛiſte? 
Thou byleueſt it to be a great thyng,yea 
eater than 5 greateſt, that thou poſſeſ⸗ 
eſt at home a lytell pece of the troſſe: but 
is nothyng to be copared to this / if thou 
eare ſhꝛined in thy hert þ myſtery of the 
croſſe.Oꝛ els if ſuche thyng{ make a man 


The honoryng 
of the crolle. 


— how groſſe æ without cite:who wold 
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Capło.xlij. 
eeligyous e deuout / what can be moꝛe reit 
gious than 5ᷣ iewes / of whiche very many 
(though they were neuer ſo wycked) yet 
with their eyen ſawe Jeſu Chꝛiſt lyuyng 
bodyly/herde hyin with their eares / with 
their handes handled hym? what is moꝛe 
happy tha Judas, which with his mouth 
kyſſed þ diuyne mouth of Chꝛiſt? So mo⸗ 
che doth fleſche without the ſpirit pfyte 
nothig at all / that it hulde not ones haue 

fited the holy virgin his mother, (be of 

erowne fleſſhe begate hym / except ſhe in 
her ſpirpt had conceyued his ſpiryte alſo, 
This is a very gret thig/but here a grea⸗ 
ter. while thapoſtels enioyed ỹ coꝛpoꝛal ps 
lence & felyſhyp of Chꝛiſie / redeſt thou not 
howe weake/how childyſſbe they were / 


deſpꝛe any other thing vnto the moſt pfite 
helth of his ſoule, tha ſo longe familiarite 
Econucrſacyon togyder with hym$ was 
bothe god a man? pet after ſo many mpꝛa 
cles ſhewed / after ÿ doctryne ofhis owne 
mouth taught & declared to thẽ / after ſure 
t euydent tokens 5ᷣ he was ryſen agayne / 
dyd he not at ÿ laſt hour, wha he ſhulde be 
receyued vp in to heue,caſt in their tethes 


their vnſtabylite in the kapthe what was 


than the cauſe? verily the fleſſhe of Chꝛiũ 
dyd let: thence is it p he ſapthe: except J 
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go atbay,the holy gooſt wyll not come / it 
is expedyent fo2 you þ J departe. The coꝛ⸗ 
poꝛal pᷣſence of Chꝛiſt is vnp2ofytable vn⸗ 
to helth: & dare we in any coꝛpoꝛal thyng 
beſyde that, put pfyte pyte /p is to fay,the 
loue # honour of god? Paule ſawe Chꝛiſt 
in fleſſh / what ſuppoſeſt thou to be a grea 
ter thing thanß / yet ſetteth he naught by 
tt, ſapeng. Though (ſaythe he) we haue 
knowen Lhilt carnally/nowe we do not 
ſo. why knewe he him not carnally?foz he 
had pfyted & aſceded vnto moꝛe pfyt gyf- 
tes of the ſpiryt. I vſe padufture mo woꝛ 
des i dilputyng theſe thyng?, than ſhulde 
be mete foꝛ him whiche gyueth rules. Ne- 
uertheleſſe J do it þ mote dilygẽtliy( e not 
without a great cauſe)fo2 þ in very dede J 
do pceyue this errour to be the comen pe⸗ 
ftilfce of al chꝛiſtẽdom:which bꝛigeth # oc⸗ 
taſioneth euen foꝛ this cauſe Þ greter mil⸗ 
there / koꝛ as moche as i ſemblaũce # appa⸗ 
rice it is nexte vnto pyte. Foz there ate no 
vices moꝛe perylous thã they whiche coũ 
terfayte vertue. Foz beſydes this Þ good 
me may lightly fal into thẽ / ther are none 
with mote difficulty cured, bycauſethe cõ⸗ 


mune people vnlerned thynkẽ our religiõ 


to be violate, whan ſuch thyng? are rebu⸗ 
ked. Let incõtynẽt al the woꝛlde cry out a⸗ 
gaynſt me / let certapn pᷣchers, ſuch as ate 
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wont to crye out in their pulpettes,barke 
whiche with right good wyll ſynge theſe 
thing tnwardly in their own ſtomackes, 
lokyng verily not vnto Chꝛiſt / but vnto 
their owne aduaſitage. Thiough whole 
eyther ſuperſtycion without lernynge/ 02 
tapned holynes, J am compelled oftenty- 
mes to ſhewe a declare, that J in no wyſe 
rebuke oz checke ÿ coꝛpoꝛal ceremonyes of 
chꝛiſtẽ men, æ the deuout myndes of ümple 
perſons:namelp in ſuche thinges that are 
appꝛoued by authoꝛite of the churche. Foz 
they are now #+ thi partly ſygnes of pyte, 
and partly helpers thervnto. And bycauſe 
they are ſomwhat neceſſary to yonge in- 
fantes tn Lhuſt,tyll they ware elder, and 
growe vp vnto aperfyt man:therfoze it is 
not mete they ſhulde be diſdayned of them 
whiche are perkyte / leeſt by their example 
the weake pſone ſhulde take harme. That 
thou doeſt J appꝛoue / ſo the ende be not 
ampſſe. QM oꝛe ouer if thou ſtop not there, 
whence thou oughteſt to aſcẽde to thyng? 
moꝛe nere to helth. But to woꝛſhip Chꝛiſt 
with viltble thynges in ſtede of tnuyſible, 
and in the to put the hygheſt poynt okre⸗ 
ligyon / # foꝛ them to ſtaͤde in thyne owne 
conceyte / to condempne other men / to ſet 
thy hole mynde vpon them / e alſo to dye 
in them / and ( to ſpeke ſþoztly)to be with⸗ 


Laplo.ritf. 
dzatven from Lbziſte, with the very ſame 
thynges whiche be oꝛdeyned foz thentent 
onely that they ſhulde helpe vnto Chu: 
this is berily to departe from the lawe of 
the goſpell whiche is ſpirytuall/ and to 
fall in to a certapne iewyſibneſſe: whiche 
thyng peraduenture ts of no leſſe ieopar⸗ 
dye, than if without ſuche ſuperſtycion 
thou ſhuldeſt be infecte with great #ma- 
nyfeſt vyces of the mynde. This is foꝛſoth 
the moze deedly diſcaſe. Be it, but other 


is woꝛle to be cured, Howe moche euery 


where ſweateth the chefe defender of the 
ſpiryte Paule,to call away þ tewes from 
the tonkydence ofdedes and ceremonpes / 
and to pꝛomote them vnto thoſe thynges 
whiche are ſpirytuall: and nowe J ſe the 
c<munaltie ot chꝛiſten men to be returned 


hyther agayne. But what ſayd I the cõ⸗ che 


munaltte? that myght be yet ſuffred, had tie is tumed to 


not this errour inuadeds caught a great ve 


parte bothe ofpzeeſtes # doctours: &to be 
ſhoꝛte the flockes ofthem almoſt thzough 
out, whiche pfeſle in tytle  habyte a ſpi⸗ 
rytuall lyfe. It they whiche ſhulde be the 
very ſalte be vnſauery/wherwithall ſhall 
other be ſeaſoned? J am aſſbamed to re- 
berſe with what ſupſticion the moſt parte 
of them, obſerue certayne ceremonpes of 
mennes inuencpons / pet not inſtytute foz 


cofydece of 
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—— ſuch putpoſe / howe odtoully they requyn 
bouched. them ot other men? what cofidence with⸗ 
out myſtruſt they haue m them: howe in⸗ 

dilcretly they iudge other men: howe er⸗ 

. neſtlythey detende the. To theſe their de⸗ 

Paule « Anto: des they thynke heut to be due / in whiche 
ny were hermy ik they be ones roted,at ones they thynke 
bir ones. rhem lelfe Paules and Antonyes, They 
cyon. begyn, O good loꝛde / wich what graupte / 
with howe great authozite to coꝛrecte o⸗ 

Thedefeni®'s ther mens lyues/ after the rule of fooles 
and vndiſcrete perſons(as ſapth Terens) 

ſo that they thynke nothynge well done, 

but 5ᷣ they do them ſelfe. But foz all that, 

whan they be woxen olde ſpꝛes in their 

maner of lpuyng thou ſhalt ſe that as pet 

they ſauour oꝛ raſte of Chuiſt nothyng at 

all: but to be beeſtly ſwymmpynge in cer- 

tayne choꝛliſſhe vices, in their lyuyng and 

paſtpme frowarde, and ſcarſe can ſuffre a 

fozbeare their owne lelte / in charyte colte, 

in wꝛath feruẽt, in hate as tough as white 

lether, in their tonges renymous a full of 

poyſon, in excercyſyng and puttyng fozthe 

of their malpce conquerours and not able 

to be ouercome, redp to ſtryue foꝛ euery 
lytell tryfle, and ſo farre from the perfc- 
ation of Chꝛiſt / that they be not ones en⸗ 
dued with rhele comune vertues / whiche 
the verp ethnytes oz hethen men haue 


Capld.xiti. 

lerned / eyther by reaſon gyuen to them of 
nature / 02 by ble of lyuyng, 02 by the pꝛe⸗ 
ceptes of philoſophers, Thou ſwalte alſo 
ſe them in ſpirytuall thynges clene with⸗ 
out capacyte / fyerſe that no man ſball 
knowe howe to entreate oꝛ handle them / 
full of ſtryſe and contencyon / gredy vpon 
boluptuous pleaſure / at the woꝛde of god 
redy to ſpewe / kynde to no man / mylde⸗ 
mynge other men / flaterynge their owne 
ſelues. It is come to this 2 nowe 

at laſte with the labours of ſo many pe⸗ 
tes / that thou ſhuldeſt be of all men the 
woꝛſte / and yet thynke thy ſelte the beit 
that in ſtede of a chꝛiſten man, thou ſhul⸗ 
deſt be a playne iewe / doynge ſeruyce vn⸗ 
to dombe elementes onelp? that thou 
ſchuldeſt haue thy glozy and iope / not in 
ſecrete befoze god / but openly afoze the 
woꝛde? But i thou haſte walked in the 
ſpiryt and not in the fleſche: where be the 
fruptes of the ſpiryte? where is charyte? 

where is that cheretulneſſe and 10yous 

mpꝛthe of a pure mynde? where is trans 

quillite & peace towardes all men? where 

is pacpence? where is perſeueraunce of 

ſofte mynde / wherwith thou lokeſt dape 

by daye contynuallp foz the amendement 

cuen of thyne enempes? where is curteſy 
and gentylneſſe/where is frenefle ofhert/ 
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where is mekenelle, fydelyte, dilcrecyort, 


meaſure oz ſobzeneſle, temperaunce, and 


chaſtyte? where is the ymage of Lhziſt in 
thy maners? J am lapeſt thou no keper 
of hoozes, no thefe, no violatour of holy 
thinges/J kepe my pꝛofeſſyon. But what 
other thynge is this, than J am not lyke 
other men, extoꝛcponers, adulterers / ye a 
I faſte twwyſe a weke? J had leauer haue 
a publycane humbly and lowly aſkynge 
mercy, than this kynde of pharylees re- 
herſynge their good dedes. But what is 
thy pzofeſſyon? is it I pꝛay the that thou 
ſhuldeſt not perfozme that thynge thou 
pꝛomyſed longe ago wha thou were bap⸗ 
tyſed / whiche was that thou woldeſt be 
a chziſten man / that is to ſaye/a ſpitytual 
petſon / and not a carnall iewe, whiche foz 
the tradycions of man woldeſt tranſgreſſe 
the cõmaundementes of god? Js not the 
lyfe of a chziſten man ſptrytuall? Here 
Pauleſpeakyngetothe Komapnes. No 
dampnacion is to them that are graſted in 
Chꝛiſte Jeſu / whiche walke not carnally 
oꝛ after the fleſſhe: foz the lawe of the ſpi⸗ 
ryte of lyfe in Chꝛʒiſt Jeſu hath delyuered 
me from the lawe of ſynne and dethe: foz 
that thing whiche was impoſſpble foz the 
lawe to do oꝛ bꝛinge to paſſe, whiche was 
weake bp reaſon of the fleſche / that ſame 


Lapfo:rtif. 
god made good/ſendyng his ſone in the ſp 
militude of fleſſhe, pne to ſynne / a of ſynne 
condempned ſynne in the fleſſhe / that the 
tuſtyfyeng ofthe lawe, myght be fulfylled 
in vs, whiche walke not after the fleſſhe, 
but after the ſpirit. Foz they that be in the 
fleſſhe, be wyſe in thyng? pteynyng to the 
fleuhe: but they whiche be mn þ ſpiryt, per⸗ 
ceyue thoſe thing; that ꝑteyne to þ ſpiryt. 
The wyldome ofthe flellhe is deth / e the 
wyldom ofthe ſpirit is lyte # peace:foz the 
wyldom ot v fleilhe,is an ennemp to god, 
bycauſe ſhe is not obedyent to the lawe of 
god / noꝛ pet can be. They ÿ be ĩ the fleſſhe 
they can not pleaſe god. what coude be ſpo 
ken moꝛe largely? what moze playnly?nes 
uertheleſſe many men ſubtyle æ crafty to 
flater a fauour their owne vices:but pne 3 
redy without aduyſement to checke other 
mens / thynke theſe thyng;] to pertayne to 


themſelfe nothyng at al: Paule ſpake of The erpoſicys 


| | and of 
walking carnallp, oꝛ after che fleſſhe / — — 


referre they to adulters onely, # kepers o 
quenes: what he ſpake ot᷑wyldome of the 
fleſlhe, which is ennemy to god / that they 
turned to them which haue lerned huma⸗ 
nite / oꝛ (as they call it) ſeculer ſciences, In 
eyther other they ſet vp their creeſtes / and 
clap their hãdes foz iope / bothe ß they ney⸗ 
ther be adult ers / r in all 2 excellẽt⸗ 

J. 


The fleſſhe t 
ſpyꝛyt af- 
ber Paul, 
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iy bnlerned e ignoꝛant. But to lyue in the 
ſpiryt: they dꝛeme to be none other thyng 
than to do as they them ſelues do. whiche 
pſones, yt they wolde as diligẽtly obſerue 
the tong ot Paule, as they mafully teſpiſe 
the tong of Tully: they ſholde ſoone pcey- 
ue, that the apoſtle calleth the fleſche, that 
thyng that is viſyble/and the ſpityte, that 
thyng þ is inuiſyble. Foꝛ he techeth euery 
where that thyngẽ viſyble. ought to ſerue 
to thinges inuiſpble:æ not contrary wyſe, 
inuiſpble thyngẽ to ſerue thynges viſyble. 
Thou of a pꝛepoſterous oꝛdꝛe, applyeſt 
Chꝛpſt to thoſe thyng{ whiche were mete 
to be applyed vnto Chꝛiſt. Bequireſt thou 
ot me recoꝛde, that this woꝛde fleſſhe per⸗ 
tepneth not onely to fylthy a ſuperfluous 
luſt ofthe body? holde a bndcrſtande,that 
thyng whiche pſayd apoſtle(doynge that 
ſame which he in all places doth) wꝛyteth 
to the Colocenſes. Let no man myſleade 
pou fo: the nones, in humtlite # religion 
of aungels, whiche thyng; he neuer ſawe, 
walkyng in vapne / inflate with the ymas 
ginacyon of the fleſſhe / # not holdyng th 
heed / that is to ſay Chꝛiſt / of whome all 
body mynyſtred, nouryſſhed, copacte æ ſet 
togyder by couples a ioyntes, groweth in 
to Þencreaſe of god. And leſt thou ſholdeſt 
doubte any thynge that he ſpake of them 
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which hauyng cofidence in certeyn toꝛpo⸗ 
ral ceremonyes, barke agaynſt y ſpũal pur 
poſes ot other men: take hede what folow 
eth. pt᷑ ye be deed with Chuiſt / ab elemẽtis 
hutꝰmũdi / frõ tradtctos, ceremonyes # in⸗ 
uenctos of men: why haue pe yet ſuche de⸗ 
crees among vou / as though pe lyued vn⸗ 
to the woꝛlde? And anone after, callyng vs 
fro the ſame thing? he ſayth:yfye be tyſen 
bp agayn with Chꝛiſt / ſeke thoſe thyng 
that are aboue where Chꝛyſt ſytteth on 
ryght hate or god. Be expert a wyſe i thoſe 
thinges ÿ be aboue / a not onÿ erth. Moꝛe 
ouer gyuyng pceptes ofÞ ſpũal lyte / whar 
exhoꝛteth he vs to do at the laſt: whether ỹ 
we ſholde vſe ſuche oz fuche ceremonyes ? 
whether we ſholte be this oꝛ that wyſe a⸗ 

rayed ? that we ſholde lyue with this oz ỹ 

meates ? that we ſholde ſaye cuſtomably 

any certeyn nombꝛe of plalmes: he made 
mencton of no ſuche thynges: what than? 


MJo:tifye(ſatd he) your meb2zes whiche be Woꝛtiſie the 
on the erth / koꝛnicacyon, vnclẽnes, bodyly — 


luſt, euyl cõcupiſcence, æ auaryce, which is 
the ſeruice of ydols. And a litel after. Now 
put fro you al ſuche thynges, wꝛath, indi⸗ 
— — t agayn, ſpoylyng pour 
elf ot olde mi with al his actes,puttyng 
on you the newe man, whiche ts renewed 
iu knowlege ofgod,afterþymage ofhym 
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Theoldeman whiche made hym, But who ts the olde 


man? veryly Adam / he that was made of 
the erth / whole cõuerſacion is in erth / not 
in heuen. By the erth vnderſtande what ſo 
euer is vilpble / a therfoze tẽpoꝛall æ traͤſp⸗ 
toꝛy.who is that newe man? veryly the ce 
leſtial man deſcended frõ heuen, Chꝛpſt. 
And by heuen vnderſtande what ſo euer is 
inuiſpble / æ therfoze eternal + euerlaſtyng. 
At the laſt, leeſt we ſholde be mynded to 
purchaſe the fauour of god, after þ maner 
of the iewes with certeyn obſeruaunces/ 
as with ceremonyes magicall: he techeth 
that our dedes are pleaſaunt # alowed of 
god/ ſo long as they are referred vnto cha 
tite / æ alſo ſpꝛynge therot / lapinge. Aboue 
al theſe thynges kepe charite the bonde of 
perfection/and let the peace ofgod retoyſe 
as an ouercomer tn your hertes/ in which 
alſo pe be called in one body. J wyll gyue 
the a moꝛe playne token, euydent pꝛoba 
cion:that this woꝛde fleſſhe figntfteth not 
the luſt of the body onely. Paule nameth 
often the fleſſhe / often the lpiryt / wzytyng 
to a certeyn people named Galatas / whi 
che he called not onely from luſt of the bo 
dy vnto chaſte lyuynge: but enfozceth to 
withdꝛawe them from the lect ol iewes, 
Econfidence of wozkes/tn to whiche they 
were enduced by falſe apoſtles, In this 
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lace therfoze, nombꝛyng the dedes ofthe 
eſſhe / marke what vyces he reherſeth. 
The dedes ofthe fleſſhe (ſayth he) be ma⸗ 
nyfeſt/ whiche are foznycacyon/vnclenly- 
nes / vnſhametaſtnes / lechery / woꝛſhyp⸗ 
pyng ok dolles / wytchcrafte / pꝛeuy hate / 
diſcoꝛde, otherwyſe called contencyon, oz 
ftryfe/emulacyon which may be called in⸗ 
dignacyon oꝛ diſdayne/ ire otherwyſe cal⸗ 
led wꝛath / ſcoldyng / diſcencyon / that is to 
ſay / dyuerſite in maynteynyng of opynp⸗ 
ons, ſectes / oꝛ maynteynyng ot quarelles / 
enuy / hompcyde / dꝛonkenneſſe / exceſſe in 
eatynge / a ſuche lyke. And not longe after 
he ſayth: yt we lyue in the ſpiryte / let vs 
walke in ſpiryt. After that, as declaryng 
and vtteryng a peſtylence contrary to the 
ſptryt/he addeth:let vs not be made deſp⸗ 
tous of vayne glozy, pꝛouokynge one the 
other/# enuyenge one an other. The tree 
is knowen by the fruite. As vnto this that 
thou omytteſt not watche / faſting / ſylẽce / 
oꝛyſons / e ſuche other lyke obſeruaũces: 


paſſe not theron / I wyl not byleue that 


thou art in the ſpiryt:excepteJ may ſe the 

fruytes ot thy ſpiryte. why may J not af- 

kyꝛme the to be in þ fleſſhe,whan after al⸗ 

mooſt an hondꝛeth yeres exercyſe of theſe 

thyng{/yet in the J fynde the dedes ofthe 

fellye : enuyouſneſle moze —_ -1 in any 
it 


Cayne glorye 
is a peſtylence 
cotrary to the 


ſpirite. 


womes 
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woman / cõtynuall wꝛath t fperſnes, as in 
a man of warre: ſcoldynge / luſt & pteaſure 
inſaciable / malicious curſing / backbyting 
with tong moze venymous than the poy> 
ſon ofa ſerpẽt / an hygh mynde / ſtubburn⸗ 
nes / lyght o thy ꝓmeſle / vanite / fapnyng / 
flaterynge? Thou iudgeſt thy bꝛother in 
his meate / dꝛynke oꝛ rapment: but Paule 
iudgeth the or thy dedes. Dothe that lepa 
rate the from woꝛldly & carnall men / that 
thou art in lyghter cauſes veryly, but pet 
with the ſame vices inkected? Js he moze 
fylthy / whiche foꝛ his enherytaunce taken 
fro hym oꝛ it came to his handes,foz whi⸗ 
che his doughter defyled/foz hurt done to 
his father / foꝛ ſome offpce / foꝛ his pꝛynces 
fauour:conceyueth wꝛath / hatred / emula⸗ 
cyon # diſdayne: than thou whiche ( J am 
aſhamed to tell) foꝛ how lytel a tryſle / pea 
fo: nothynge, doeſt all the ſame thynges 
moche moe malpciouũp? The lyghter oc⸗ 
caſpon to ſynne lyghteth not / but aggra⸗ 
uateth 5ᷣ ſpnne. Neyther it maketh mater 
in how lytel oz great a thyng thou ſynne / 
ſo it be done with lyke affection. And pet is 
there differẽce veryly:fo2 ſo moche the gre⸗ 
uouſer dothe euery man treſpace / the leſſe 
the occaſpon is / wherwith he is pulled a⸗ 
wape from honeſtye. J ſpeke not now of 
thoſe monkes oz religious plones, whole 
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maners euen the hole wozlde abhozreth £ 
but of them whome þ comune people ho- 
noureth not as mt, but as aũgels.whiche 
ſelfe ſame, notwithſtanding ought not to 
be diſpleaſed with theſe woꝛdes: whiche 
rebuketh þ vices,+noteth not the ꝑſones. 
But e pt᷑ they be good men / let them alſo 
be glad tobe warned ol what ſo euer man 
it be / in thoſe thynges whiche pteynen to 
helth. Neyther it is vnknowẽ to me, that 
amonges them are very man, which hol 
pen with lernyng a wytte, haue taſted the 
mylteryes of ſpiryt.But(as Liu? ſaith) 
it foxtuneth almoſt euery where: that the 
greater parte ouercõmeth the better. Not 
withſtandyng (yt it be lawfull to conteſſe 
the trouth) ſe we not all the mooſt ſtrayte 
kynde of monkes, to put the chefe poynte 
ofrelygyon, eyther in ceremonyes, 02 in a 
certeyn maner oꝛ fo:me of ſaying, whiche 
they call their diuyne ſeruice / oꝛ in certeyn 
detes of þ body? whiche monkes yt a man 
ſholde examyne a appoſe of ſpũall thing, 
he ſholde ſcarſe fynde any at all that wal- 
kednot in the fleſſhe. And here of cometh 
this ſo great infyꝛmytye of myndes / trem⸗ 
blyng fo2 feare, where is no fearc/# therin 
ſure and careleſſe, where is mooſt peryll 
of all. Here of cometh that perpetuall in- 
tancpe in Chꝛyũ( to ſpeke no 2 

iii. 
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Laplo.ritf. 
Pꝛepoſterous / that We pꝛepoſterous eſtemers of thinges 
es ſettynge be⸗ make mooſt of thoſe whiche by them ſelfe 
that that axe ofno value, thoſe ſet at nought, whi⸗ 


e befoꝛe che onely are ſufficyent,cucr lyuyng vnder 


tuters oꝛ ſcholemaiſters / euer in bondage, 
neuer aduaunſynge our ſelte vp to the ly⸗ 
berty ofthe ſpiryte, neuer growyng vp to 
the large ſtature ok charite. whan Paule 
cryeth to a certayne people called Bala- 
thas / ſtande faſt / be not ye locked agayne 
bnderþ yoke of bondage. And in an other 
place, and ſo was the lawe our tutoꝛ 02 
cholemayſter in Chꝛyſt / that offayth we 
myght be iuſtifved. But ſeynge that fayth 
is come/now be we no mote vnder a tutoz 
02 ſcholemaiſter:foꝛ euery one ofyou(ſatth 
he) is the veray ſone of god thꝛough fayth 
whiche he hath in Chꝛyſte Jeſu. And not 
moche after he ſayth/ a we alſo whan we 
were lytell ones, were in ſeruyce and bon 
dage vnder the ceremonyes e lawe ofthts 
woꝛlde. But whan the tyme was fully er- 
py2ed/ god ſent his ſone mate ofa woma/ 
made vnder the lawe, to redeme them whi⸗ 
che were vnder the lawe / that we by ado 
cyon ſholde be his ſones. And foꝛ bycauſe 
pe be the ſones of god / god hath ſente the 
ſpiryt ot his ſone in to pour hertes / crpeng 
Abba pater( as a man wolde ſape, dade fa⸗ 
ther) And ſo is he not now a ſeruaũt / but 


* 
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Laplo. riff, 
a ſone to god, And agayn in an other pla⸗ 
ce. Bꝛetherne pe be called in to lybertpe / 
let not your lybertye be an occaſyon vnto 
you to lyue in the fleſſhe: but in charite of 
the ſpiryte ſerue one an other. Foꝛ all the 
lawe is fulfylled in one ſaping. Loue thy 
neyghbour as thy ſelf. But and yfye byte 
and eate one the other / take hede leeſt ye 
be conſumed one of an other. And agayne 
to the Komapynes. ye haue not receyued 
the ſpiryte of bondage agayne in feare/ 
but the ſpiryte that maketh you the (ones 
of god by adopcyon / tn whome we crye 
dade father. Unto the ſame alſo pertap⸗ 
neth that he wꝛyteth to Timothe/ ſaying 
Exercyſe thy ſelfe vnder the dedes of pie⸗ 
tie: foꝛ bodyly exercyſe is good but foz a 
ſmall thynge / pietie is good vnto all ma- 
ner thynges. And to the Coꝛynthes. God 
is a ſpiryte/ and where the ſpiryte is / the⸗ 
te is lybertye. But why reherſe Jone 02 
two places. Paule is all togyder at this 
poynte / that the fleſſhe, whiche ts full of 
contencion,mought be deſpyſed/and that 
he myght ſettle vs in the ſpiryte, whiche 
ts the authour ofcharite and lyberty. Foz 
theſe companyons be cuer inſeparable on 
the one ſyde / the fleſche, bondage, vnquiet 
neſſe, contencyon oꝛ ſtryfe. And on the os 
ther ſyde, the ſpirpte, peace, loue, lpbertpe. 


Lapko.xtif. 
Thele thynges euery where Paule ſlam⸗ 
peth i to vs. And ſeke we a better mayſter 
ot our religyon / namely whan all diupne 
ſcripture agreeth to hym ? This was the 
greateſt commaundement in the lawe of 
Moyles, This Lhzyſte iterateth and fy- 
nyſſheth in the golpell, and foz this cauſe 
chefely was he bozne, foꝛ this canſe dyed 
he, to teche vs not to coſiterfeyte p tewes, 
but toloue.After the laſt ſouper made the 
euen befoze his paſſpon / how dplygently/ 
bow tenderly / and how affectuouſly gaue 
une he charge to his diſcyples / not ot meate / 
Abt vn not of dzynke / but of charite to be kepte 
ofcharuic. one towardes an other. what other thyng 
techeth he? what other thynge deſpzeth 
his diſciple Johan, than that we loue one 
an other? Paule cuery where (as FJ haue 
ſayd) commendeth charite / but ſpecpally 
wzytynge vato the Lozynthes he pzefer- 
rcth charite, bothe befoze mpꝛacles & pꝛo⸗ 
phecyes / alſo befoze the tonges of aun⸗ 
gelles. And ſaye not thou by and by, that 
charite is, to be ofte at the churche,to cros 
che downe befoze the ymages of ſayntes, 
to lyght tapers 02 ware candelles, to ſaye 
many lady pſalters, oꝛ ſaynt Katherynes 
knottes. God hath no nede of theſe thyn⸗ 
what is true ges. Paule calleth charite, to edyfye thy 
charitie. neyghbour / to compte that we al be mem 


Tolone/is the 
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Lapko.riif. 
bes of one body / to thynke that we all 
are but one in Lhzyſt/ to retoyſe in god of 
thy neyghboures welthe, euen as thou 
doeſt of thyne owne. To remedy his in⸗ 
comodytees oꝛ loſſes, as thyne owne. pt 
any bzother erre, 02 go out of the ryghs 
waye: to warne hym / to monyſſhe hym / 
to tell hym his faute mekely, ſobzely, and 
curteyllp / to teche the ignoꝛaunt, to lyfte 
bp hym that is fallen, to cofozte 4 courage 
hym that is in heuyneſſe, to helpe him þ1a 
boureth, to ſocour the nedy. In cõcluſpon 
to referre all riches # ſubſtaũce / al thy ſtu⸗ 
dy / all thy cares to this poynte / that thou 
in Chꝛyſte ſholdeſt helpe as moche as thy 
power extendeth to. That as he neyther 
was bozne foꝛ hym ſelfe/ noz lyued to his 
owne pleaſure / nepther dyed foꝛ hym ſelfe 
but dedycate hym ſelfe hoolly to our p20- 
fytes: euen ſo ſholde we apply ourſelfe/ 
and awayte vpon the comodytees of our 
bꝛetherne / a not our owne. whiche thyng 
pt it were vſed / nothyng ſholde be eyther 
mote pleaſaunt oꝛ elles eaſy, than the lyfe 


of religyous perlones / whiche we le now c 
clene contrarye / greuous almooſt eucry is greu 
where and laboꝛpous / and alſo full of ſu⸗ tedyous. 


perſtycyon / lpke vnto the iewes / neyther 
pure from any vyces of the lape people / 
and in many ſondꝛy thynges moche moꝛe 


elyfeof res 
ps vous men 
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Capto. xtiſ. 
defpled. whiche kynde of men ſaynt Au⸗ 
„Aut guſtyne (of wbome many glozye e retopce 
knowemonkes às ot the authour and founder of theyꝛ ly⸗ 
<chanos of his uynge) pf he now myght lyue agayn / cer⸗ 
one relyg on taynly wolde not ones knowe / and wolde 
were now (pe out / ſayinge that he wolde appꝛoue 
nothyng leſſe than this kynde of lyte / and 
that he had inſtytuted an oꝛdꝛe and ma⸗ 
ner of lyuynge / not after the ſuperſtycpon 
of the iewes / but after the rule of the as 
poſtles. But J heare euen now, what cer⸗ 
tayne men ( whiche are ſomwhat well ad⸗ 
uiſed) wyll an were vnto me. A man muſt 
take hede in lytel and ſmall thynges / leeſt 
a lytell & a lytell he ſholde fall in to grea⸗ 
ter vyces. J heare it ryght well / and J 
dowe ferfotth alow the ſaying. Neuertheles thou ough 
Aesugte te teſt to take hede a greate deale moze, that 
ſmall th rnges. thou ſo cleue not to theſe lytell and ſmall 
thinges, that thou ſholdeſt fall clene from 


ulfuc. 


the mooſt chefe e greateſt thynges. There. 


is the ieopardye moꝛe euydent / but here 
She what moe greuguſe So flee Scilla, that thou 
they meane at fall not into Charibdis. To obſerue theſe 
the ende of the lytell thynges, is holſome veryly : but to 
frat chaprtre. clene vtterly vnto them, is veray ieopar⸗ 
dous. Paule foꝛbyddeth not the to vſe the 
lawe and ceremonpes: but he wyll no: 
hym to be bounde to the lawe and cere- 


monyes, whiche is free in Chꝛiſt. He con- 
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Lapfo.rtf. 
dempneth not the lawe of dedes:yf ſo be a 

man vſe1t lawfully. without thele thyn- Coꝛdoꝛal tw 
ges peradufture thou ſhalt not be a chꝛy⸗ ges hclpe ts 
den man / but they make the not a chꝛiſten bietie. 

man. They wyll helpe vnto pietie & god- 

lyneſſe / euen ſo pet yt thou vſe them foz 

that purpoſe. But and yf thou ſhalte be⸗ 

gyn to entoye them / to put thy truſt and 

confydence in them / at ones they vtterly 

deftroye all the lyupng ofa chayſten man, 

The apoſtle ſetteth nought by the dedes Uyctyms was 
of Abzaham / whiche to haue ben verap theſacrifyceof 
perfyte, no man doubteth: and haſt thou ?, _ / whers 
confydence in thyne? God dildeyneth cer⸗ red dt eate 
teyn ſacrifices called victime / the ſabbots pre / part wet 
and cetteyn holy days called Keomenpe, *2 thute of 

of his people the iewes / ol whiche thyngf en aner 
he hymſclfe was the authour and comai the fat about 
der: and dareſt thou compare thyne owne wem was bur 
obſcruaunces, with the pzeceptes of the 791000 far 
lawe of god? yet here god redy to ſpue at cryfyce for cers 
them, and ſoꝛe agreued with them. Foz tayn cõſydera⸗ 
what entent (ſayth he) offre ye to me, the — 
multytude of your victimes ? J am full. 

As fo: holocauſtes of wethers/talowe oz 0 
inwarde ſuet and fatte ofbeeſtes/blode ol arte, be 
calues/oflambes and gotes, J woltenot hole veeſt ſa⸗ 
haue. whan ye come befoze my pꝛeſence, crificed to god/ 
who hath requy2ed theſe thynges ol pour un pale 
handes, that ye myght walke in mp hou⸗ jyeroe, 


Lapto.rtij, 
ſes? Offre ye no moꝛe ſacryfyce in vapne / 
Sadbot daye pour enſence is abhomynacpon to me /A 
uenth dape/ as wyll not ſuffre the feet of the Ncomenpe 
our ſondaye. and ſabbot dape / with other feeſt dayes, 
The companpes of you are infected with 
——— iniquite / my ſoule hathe hated your ka- 
at the newe of lendas, and pour ſolempne feeſtes. Theſe 
the none. thyng be greuous bnto me / J was euen 
Relcndae/ tat Icke to abpde them. And whan ye put 
ſame that neo: fO2th your handes: I wyll tourne myne 
menycs de. eyes from you. whan he reherſeth the ob- 
ſeruaunces and maners of holy fceſtes 3 
ſacryfyce, moze ouer the multyplyenge of 
payers : noteth he not them as though 
he poynted them with his fynger / whiche 
meaſure they: relygyon with a certayne 
nombꝛe ofpſalmes and pzayers? Marke 
Eſ3x3s. alſo an other thynge, how meruaylouſly 
the kacũdpous ꝓphete expꝛeſſeth, heapyng 
togyder the diſdapne and indignacyon of 
god: ſo that he now coude ſutire neyther 
with eares, neyther eyes. what thynges 
(IJ beſeche the)? veryly tho thing whiche 
he hymſelf had oꝛdeyned to be kepte ſo re⸗ 
ligiouſly / whiche alſo were obſerued ſo re 
uerently, ſo many peres of holy kynges a 
ꝓphetes. And theſe thynges abhoꝛreth he 
as yet tn þ carnall lawe. And truſteſt thou 
in ceremonies made at home i thine owne 
houſe / now in the lawe ol the ſpiryt? Sod 
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Lapko.xif, 
tn an other place byddeth the ſame ꝓphete 
to crye inceſſantly, and to put out his bzeſk 
after the maner ot a trumpe / as i an erneſt 
mater, æ wozthy to be rebuked ſharply / # 
ſuche a mater as bnneth coude be optep⸗ 
ned of theſe men but with moche ado. Me 
(ſayth he) they ſeke from day to dap / and 
knowe they wyll my wapes / as a people 
that hath done iuſtice / a hath not fozſaken 
the iudgement of their god. They aſke me 
fo: the iudgementes of tuſtyce/ a deſp2e to 
dꝛawe nygh to god: why haue we faſted 
(ſaye they) a thou haſt not loked vpon vs 
and meked our ſoules / æ thou woldeſt not 
znowe it. Lo in þ day of yout faſt( anſwe⸗ 
teth the ꝓphete ) your owne wyll is foũde 
in pou / and ye ſeke out al your detters. Lo 
bnto ſtryfe and contencyon pe faſt / and ye 
ſmyte with your fyſt cruelly. Faſte ve not 
as ve haue faſted vnto this day / that your 
ctye myght be herde on hygh. Js this the 
faſt that J haue choſen / that a man ſholde 
bere and trouble hym ſelfe foꝛ one daye/ 
eyther that a man ſholde bowe his heed 
as a hoke oꝛ cyꝛcle / and to cat bpon hym 
ſacke clothe and aſſhes ? wylte thou call 
this a faſt, oꝛ a daye acceptable vnto god? 
But what (hall we (aye this to be: dothe 
god condempne that thynge, whiche he 
hym ſelfe commaunded ? Nape kozſothe. 


The vſe of ſpi⸗ 


rytualliyfe. 
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Lapfo.ritf. 
what than? But to cleue and ſtycke fall try 
the fleſlhe of the lawe / a to haue cõ fydence 
of a thynge ot nothynge / that is it veryly 
whiche he hateth deedly. Thertoꝛe he che⸗ 
weth what he wolde haue added in eyther 
place. Be pe waſſhen (ſayth he) and made 
clene / take away your euyll cogitacions # 
thoughtes out of my ſyght. whan thou 
heareſt the euyll thoughtes reherſed / tou⸗ 
cheth he not euydetly the ſpiryte a the in⸗ 
warde ma? The eyes of god ſeeth not out- 
warde / but in ſecrete / neyther he iudgeth 
after the ſyght of the eyes / neyther rebu⸗ 
keth after the hearyng ofthe cares. God 
knoweth not þ folyſſhe virgyns,ſmothe a 
gay outwarde/empty of good woꝛkes in⸗ 
warte. He knoweth not them whiche ſay 
with lyppes Mapyſter maiſter, Moze ouer 

eputteth vs in remebzaſice$ the vſe of þ 
pũall lyte ſtandeth not ſo greatly in cere⸗ 
monpes, as in charite ot᷑ thy neyghbour. 
Sekeſ ſaith he) iudgemẽt oz iuſtice / ſocour 
him that is oppꝛeſſed / gyue true tudgemet 
and tyght to hym that is fatherles a mo⸗ 
therles oꝛ frendles / defende the wydowe / 
ſuche lyke thing? dyd he knyt to the other 
place / where he ſpeketh offaſtyng. Js not 
this rather (ſayth he) that faſte whiche 
baue choſen? Teare#cancell cruell obliga 
cpons / vnbynde p burthens whiche make 
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them ſtowpe to the grounde that beare 
them: let them that be bzuſed go free and 
bꝛeake a ſonder all burthen. Bꝛeake thy 
dꝛeed to hiigry. The nedy e them whiche 
haue no plate ot habytacion / lede into thy 
houſe. whan thou ſeeſt a naked mi clothe 

hym / and diſpyſe not thyne owne fleſſbe., - 
what ſhall a chziſten man do than? ſhall 
he diſpyſe the commaundementes of the 
churche? Shall he ſet at naught $honeſt 


teadycions of foze fathers? Dball he con: che tradiciss 
dempne godly and holy cuſtomes? Nay, tf of our eder. 


he be weake and as a begynner, he ſhall 
obſerue them as thynges neceſſary. But 
and tfhe be ſtronge and perfyte: ſo moche 
the rather ſhall he obſcrue the/ leeſt with 
his knowlege he ſhulde hurte his bzorher 
whiche is yet weake: lecſt he alſo ſhulde 
kyll hym foz whome Chꝛiſt dyed. we may 
not omptte theſe thynges:but otneceſſpte 
we muſt do other thynges. Lozpozall de⸗ 
des be not condempned / but ſptrytuall are 
preferred. This viſpble honouring ot god 
is not condempned / but god is not pleas 
ſed ſaupng with inuyſible pyre + ſeruyte. 
Bod is a ſpixyt ts moued & ſtyꝛred with 
mupſible ſacryfyce. It is a great ſhame 


fo: chiiſten men not to knowe that thyng 


whiche a certayne poete beyng a gentyle 


unewe ryght well / whiche gyuyng a pꝛe⸗ 


L. J. 


Capfo.xiij. | 
rept ot dewe ſeruynge god ſaythe: It god 
be a mynde as ſcrypture ſheweth vs / ſe 
thou honoure hym chefely with a pure 
mynde. Lette vs not diſpyſe the authour 
though he be an hethen man, oꝛ without 
degre of ſchole / the ſentẽce becometh ye a 
ryght great diuyne. And (as J very well 
haue perceyued) is lykewyſe vnderſtande 
of fewe, as it is redde of many. The ſen⸗ 
tence veryly is this / lyke retoyſen in lyke. 
Thou thynkeſt god to be moued greatly 
with an ore kylled and ſacrykyced / oꝛ with 
the vapoure oꝛ ſmoke of frankenſence / as 
though he were a body. Sod is a mynde / 
and without doute a mynde moſte pure / 
moſte ſubtyle and perfyte: therfoze ought 
he to be honoured moſte chyfely with a 
pure mynde. Thou thynkeſt a tapze lygh- 
ted to be a ſacrifyce:but a ſacryfyce to god 
ppc Dauid) is a wofull oz a ſozowfull 


Inwarde thyn: ſpyꝛite. And thoughe he hath dyſpyſed 
des be repꝛeſen 


ted byinwarde 
— not he diſpyſe a herte contryte a humble. 


e bloode of gotes and calues / yet wyll 


If thou do that thynge whiche is gyuen 
to the eyen of men / moche rather take 
hede that that thyng be not away whiche 
the eyen of god requpꝛe. Thy body is co 
uered with a coule oꝛ habite / what is that 
to the purpoſe if thy mynde beare a ſecu⸗ 
ler veſture? It thy vtter man be cloked in 


8 Capto. xiij. 
a tloke whyte as ſnowe / lette the veſty- 
entes ofthe inner man be alſo whyte as 
we. Thou kepeſt ſplence outwarde: 
moche moe pzocure that thy mynde be 
quyet within. In the viſpble temple thou 
boweſt downe the knees ofthy body:that 
tis nothyng woathe,ifin the temple of thy 
| dieſtthou ſtande vpꝛight agaynfte god. 
Thou honoureſt the tree of the croſſe / 
moche moze folowe the miſtery of croſſe. 
Thou kepeſt the faſtyng dap and abſtey⸗ 
neſt from thoſe thinges whiche defple not 
a man: and why abſteyneſt thou not from 
fylthy talkynge/ Whiche polluteth thyne 
owne colctence # other mens alſo?Meate 
is withdꝛawen from the body / but whye 
| glutteth thy ſoule her lelte with coddes, 
dzaffe, and ſuche lyke, whiche are meate 
mete foꝛ ſwyne? Thou makeſt the churche 
of ſtone gay with goodly oznamet{/ thou 
honoureſt holy places: what is that to the 
purpoſe,tf the temple ofthy herte / whoſe 
walles the pzophete Ezechyell bozed tho⸗ 
rowe, be pphanat oꝛ polluted with Þ ab- 
omynactons of Egypt? Thou kepeſt the 
| fabbotday outwarde / a within all thyna{ The fabotd 
| be vnquiet thzugh þ rage a tõbling of vic; the day of 
| togider. Thy body compytteth no adultry, 
but thou art couetous: now ts thy mynde 
a foznycatour , Thou Tagen hy pꝛapeſl 


e 


Capło.xiij. 

with thy bodily tonge / but take hede wi 
in what thy mynde ſayth. with thy mout 

thou blyſſeſt / and with thy hert thou cur- 
ſeſt. In thy body thou arte cloſed within 
a ſtrayte celle / and in thy cogytacion thou 
wãdꝛeſt thzoughout all the woꝛlde. Thou 
hereſt the woꝛde or god with thy cozpozall 
eares / rather here it within. what ſaythe 
the pꝛophete? Except pe here within / pour 
ſoule (hall mourne and wepe. pe what 
redeſt thou in þ goſpell: that they whiche 
ſe map not ſe / and they whiche here mape 
not here. And agayne the pꝛophete layth / 
with your care pe (Hall here and pe ſhall 
not percepue:bliſſed be they thertoꝛe wht- 
che here the wozde of god within. Hap- 
py are they to whom god ſpeaketh with- 
in / and their ſoules ſhall be ſaued. This 
eare to enclyne Dauyd comaundeth that 
noble doughter ofthe kyng, whole beau- 
tye and godlyneſſe is all togyther within 
in golden hemmes. Fynally what auap⸗ 
leth it if thou do not thoſe yuell thynges 
outwarde / whiche with affection thou dc? 
ſyꝛeſt and coueyteſt inwarde? what auap⸗ 
leth it to do good dedes butwarde / vnto 
whiche within are comytted thyng{ clene 
cotrary? Is it ſo great a thyng it tyou go 
to Hieruſalem in thy body / whan within 


thyne own ſelte is both Hodome, Egipt. 
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png. Thou arte btterly di 
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and Babylon? Jt is no great thynge to 
bane trodenþ ſteppes of Lhztiſt with thy 
bodyly heles/ but it is a great thynge to 
folowe the ſteppes of Chꝛiſt in aſtectpon. 
If it be a very great thynge to haue tou⸗ 
ched the ſepulcre of Chꝛiſte / ſhall it not be 
alſo a very great thynge to haue expꝛeſſed 
the miſtery ol his buryeng? Thou accuſeſt 
Evttereſt thy ſynnes to a pꝛeeſt / whiche is 
a man:take hede howe thou accuſeſt + vt- 
tereſt them befoze god. Foꝛ to accuſe them 
afoze hym, is to hate the inwardly. Thou 
byleueſt perchaũce all thy ſynnes and of- 


' fences to be waſhen awape at ones with 


a lytell paper oꝛ parchement ſealed with 
were/ with a lytell money oꝛ ymages of 
were offred/ with a lytle pplgrymage go⸗ 
eyued a cleane 

out of the way. The wounde is receyued 
inwardly:the medycyne therfoze muſt ne- 
des be layde to within. Thyne affection is 
comupt/thou haſt loued that whiche was 
woꝛthy of hate / a hated that which ought 
to haue ben beloued. Dwete was to the 
ſower / and bytter was ſwete. J regarde 
not what thou ſhewe outwarde. But and 
i cleane contrary thou ſbalte begynne to 
date, to flye, to abhozre that whiche thou 
lately louedeſt / if þ ware ſwete to thyne 
appetpte, whiche lately a the taſte of 
lit. 


wnto 


Pylarymages 


Confeſſion, 


holy pla 


the 


au vefpnes 
ſppꝛyte is 


Pith ia. 


what thyngcs 


folow charitie. 


not bꝛawlers e ſcolders / not enuyous and 


Capko. xtiſ. 
gall:ot᷑ this wyſe at þ laſt I perceyue and 
take a token ofhelth. AJagdaleyne loued 
moche / æ many ſynnes were foꝛgyut᷑ her. 
The moꝛe thou loueſt Lhziſt,p moze thou 
halt hate vices, Foz ÿ hate of ſynne, folo⸗ 
weth the loue of pyte, as þ ſhadowe folos 
weth the body. J had leuer haue the hate 
ones thy vycyous maners within and in 
dede / than to defye tht befoze a pꝛeeſt ten 
tymes i woꝛde. Therfoze(as J haue reher 
ſed certayne thyng! foz loue of enſãple) in 
the hole ſpectacle a; ſyght of this vyſpble 
woꝛde / in the olde lawe / i the newe lawe / 
in all the comaundemetes of the churche / 
fynally in thy ſelfe a in all beſyneſſe aper- 
taynyng to man, withoutfo:th is there a 
certapn fleſſh / a within a ſpirtt. Jn which 
thyngẽ if we ſball not make a ppoſterous 
oꝛdꝛe / neyther in thynges whiche are ſene 
hal put very great cofydece/ but euen as 
they do helpe to better thynges / E (bal al- 
ways haue reſpecte to the ſpiryte # to the 
thyng{ whiche be of charite:than ſhal we 
ware not heuy as men in ſoꝛowe & payne 
(as theſe men be) not feble, euer chyldzen 
(as it is a ꝓuerbe) not beeſtly a dꝛy bones 
(as ſayth the pꝛophete) without lyfe / dꝛou 
ſye and foꝛgetfull, as men diſeafed of rhe 
lethargy / not dull hauyng no guickneſſe / 
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wShyſperars oz backbyters / but extellent 
in Lhaiſte/ large in charyte/ ſtronge and 
ſtable bothe in — and aduerſpte / 
lokyng beſyde (mall thynges e enfo:ſyng 
bp to thing? of moſt pfyte/full of myꝛthe / 
full alſo of knowlege. whiche knowlege 
who ſo euer refuſeth/him doth that noble 
loꝛde of all knowlege refuſe. Foz veryly 
ignoꝛaũce oz lacke of experpence / whome 
fo: the moſt parte accompanpeth dulnelle 
of lernyng / a that gentlewoman whome 
the grekes call P huautia / p is to ſay loue 
of thy ſelte / onely bzingeth to paſſe (as 
Eſapas ſayth)$ we put confidfce in thyn- 
ges of nothyng / a ſpeke vanytes / that we 
cocepue labour & bꝛing foꝛth iniquite / and 
that we alwayes be fearfull c vyle bonde 
ſeruaũtes vnto the ceremones ot 5 iewes. 
Ot whiche maner perſons Paule ſpeking 
ſayth/ I beate the recoꝛde that the 3ele of 
d they haue / but not acoꝛding to know 
ege. But what knewe they not? verily þ 
thende of lawe is Chꝛiſt / a Chꝛiſt veryly 

is a ſppꝛit / he is alſo charyte. But Efayas 
moze platnly diſcribeth the miſerable and 

yg bondage oftheſe men in the 
fleſſhe. Therfoꝛe ſaythe he my people be 
ledde in captyuyte, bycauſe they had no 

knowlege / e the nobles of them periſſhed 

fo; hunger / a the multytude 1 dꝛyed 


* 


. 


toſperitity 
— 


Chꝛyſte is the 


e. ide of the law 
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a wap for thurſte. At is no meruaple that 
the comen people be ſeruaũtes to the ele- 
metes æ pꝛincyples of this woꝛlde:as th 

whiche are vnlerned / neyther haue wyl⸗ 
dome moꝛe than they boꝛow of other mẽ⸗ 
nes heedes. It is moꝛe to be meruayled 
that they whiche are as chefe or Chꝛiſtes 
religion: in the ſame captiupte periſſhe foz 
bunger / and wydder away foꝛ thurſt. why 
peryſſhe they foz hunger? Bycauſe they 
haue not lerned of Chꝛiſt to bꝛeake barly 
loues/they lycke onely rounde aboute the 
rough e ſharpe codde oꝛ huſke / they ſucke 
out no mary oꝛ ſwete lycoure. And whye 
wydder they ſo awape foz thurſt? foꝛ by⸗ 
cauſe they haue not lerned of Moyſes to 
fette water out of the ſpirytuall rocke / 
neyther haue dzunke of the ryuers of the 
water of lyfe / which flowe, iſlue, oꝛ ſpꝛing 
out of the bely of Chꝛiſt. And this ſurely 
was ſpoken of ſpiryt/ not ofthe fleſche. 
Thou therfoze my bꝛother / leeſt with ſo⸗ 
roufulllabours thou ſhuldeſt not moche 
pꝛeuaple / but that with meane erercyſe 
thou mayſte ſhoꝛtly ware bygge in Chꝛiſt 
and luſty / dyligently enbꝛalyng this rule / 
mynde not to crepe on the grounde with 


vncleane beeſtes / but alwapes ſuſtayned 


with thoſe wynges whiche Plato bele⸗ 
aeth to ſpzing euer a freſiþe/ thꝛough the 


— 8 — te. a> 6d 2 09 pp wh, HY 


' 
ea «a a««& aa 


2 


SKG 


Capło . xiitj. 
—— loue in the mynde: lyſte vp thy the 
astt were by tertayne ſteppes of the , PL me win 


1adder of Jacob / from the body to the ſpi⸗ muſt flee vp to 


tyte / rom the viſyble wozlde vnto the in⸗ the ſpirite. 
upſpble/ from the letter to the myſtery / 
from thynges ſencyble to thynges intelli⸗ 
gyble/from thynges groſſe and compoſide 
bnto thynges ſyngle and pure. who ſo 
euer after this maner ſhall appꝛoche and 
dzawe nere to the loꝛde / the lozde of his 


parte (hall agayne appꝛoche and dzawe 


nyghe to hym. And if thou fo2 thy parte 


halte endeuopꝛe to aryſe out of the dark⸗ I acceſſable i 


neſſe and troubles of the ſenſual powers: that wyiche 
he wyll come agaynſt the pleſauntly and no man!canats 
fo: thy pzofyte/out of this lyght inacceſſy- une. 


b 
bie / and out of that noble ſcplence inco⸗ She enn ner 


ove. In whiche,not onelp all rage of be copzcheded 


ſuall powers / but alſo fimylytudes 02 — 


pmagynacyons ot all the intellygyble po⸗ 
wers dothe ceaſe and kepe (cylence. 


¶ The ſyrth rule. Lapfo.riiy. 
AP? foz as moche as in ſodayn wꝛi⸗ 


tyng/ one thyng calleth another to 
remẽbꝛaunce / J wyll now adde the ſyrth 


rule / whiche is in a maner of kynrede to 


them that go befoze: a rule foꝛ all men as 
neceſſary vnto helthe, as it is of ewe re⸗ 


— — maſt 
ry from the co 
men 


enſa e 
FR 


garded. That rule is thus / that the mynte 
of hym whiche enfozſeth and laboureth 
to Chꝛiſt warde / vary as moche as is poſs 
ſyble bothe from the dedes and alſo opy⸗ 
nyons of the comen ley people: and that 
the enſample of pyte be not fette of any 
other ſaue ot᷑ Chꝛiſte onely. Foz he is the 
onely chefe patron / the only and chefe en⸗ 
ſample oꝛ fourme of lyuyng:from whome 
who lo euer wꝛyeth one ynche o2 naple 
bꝛede, he gothe beſydes the ryght pathe 
and ronneth out ofp way.wherfoze Pla⸗ 
to with grauyte foꝛſoth as he doth many 
thynges,tn his bookes ofthe gouernaũce 
of a cytie 0z comen welthe / denpeth any 
man to be able to detende vertue conſtant⸗ 
ly, whiche,hath not inſtructed his mynde 
with ſure and vndouted opinpons of fyl⸗ 
thyneſſe and of honeſty. But howe moche 
moꝛe peryllous is it if falſe opynyons of 
the thynges whiche pertayne to helthe, 
ſynke in to the depe botome of thy mynde. 
Therkoze he thynketh that this thynge 
ſbulde be cared foꝛ #loked vpon chefely/ 
that the gouernours them ſelfe whome it 
behoueth to lacke all maner of vnclenly⸗ 
nelle / graue in their owne myndes very 


good opinpons of thynges to be enſued 


and eſchewed / that is to laye of good and 
puell/ of vyces and of vertues / and that 
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they haue th? very aſſured/ al doute layde 
a parte, as certayne lates very holy and 
goodly. Foz what ſo euer thyng cleaueth 
in the mynde ſurely rooted with ſtedfaſte 
byleue: that euery man declarcth in his 
maners and conuerſacyon. Therfoze the 


chefe care of chziſten men ought to be ap⸗ The bem 
plyed to this poynte/ that their chyldzen vp of eſterſten 
ftreyght waye from the cradle / amongeſt e c216acn 


the very flatterynges of the nozyſcs, and 
kyſſes of the parentes/ maye receyue and 
ſucke vnder the handes of them whiche 
are lerned / opynyons and perſwaſpons 
mete and worthy of Chꝛiſte: bycauſe that 
nothyng eyther ſpnketh deper oꝛ cleaueth 
faſter in the mynde,than that, whiche(as 
Fabyus ſapthe) in the yonge and tendꝛe 
peres is poured in. Let be a farre of from 
the eatres of ponge ſucklynges wanton 
ſonges ofloue/whiche chꝛiſten men ſpnge 
at home and where ſo euer they ryde 03 
go / moche mote kylthy than euer þcomen 
people of the hethen men wolde ſuffre to 
be had in vſe. Let them not here their mos 
ther wayle and wꝛinge her handes, foꝛ a 
Iytell loſſe of woꝛldly goodes / no! foꝛ the 
loſſe of her ſuſter here her crye out alas 
that euer the was boꝛne / to be bzought 
to this wꝛetchydneſſe that ſbe ſhulte thus 
be loſt / lefte alone deſolate and deſtytute. 


Capto. xiiij. 
Let not them here their father rebukyng 
and bpbzaydyng hym of cowardnes whi⸗ 
che hath uot recopenſed tntury oꝛ wzonge 


with double: neyther yet laudynge them 


Uertue is the 
knowledge of 
es to bc 


— and 
be deſy2:d 
loued. 


to 
and 


whiche haue gathered togyder great haz 
bundaũce of wozldly ſubſtaunce / by what 
ſoeuer maner it were. The diſpoſycion of 
man is fraple and pꝛone to vyces: he cat⸗ 
cheth miſcheuous enſample at ones, none 
otherwyſe than towe catcheth fyꝛe ikit be 
put to. Howe be it this ſelfe ſame thynge 
1s to be done tn cuery age/ that all the er- 
rours of the ley people myght be plucked 
out agayne of the mynde by the harde 
rootes/and in thetrplaces be planted hol- 
ſome opynyons/ and ſo myght be robo⸗ 
rate, that with no vyolence they coulde be 
ſhake oz plucked a ſondꝛe. whiche thynge 
who ſoeuer hath done, ſhal eaſely a with⸗ 
out beſpneſſe by his owne accoꝛde folowe 
vertue / and (ball accompte them that do 
otherwile, woꝛthy to be lamẽ ted a pityed / 
and not to be counterfayted oz folowed. 

Unto this thing pertayneth that not vn- 
diſcrete ſayeng of Socrates (thoughe it 
were rebuked of Arpſtotle) that vertue 
was nothynge els but the knowlege of 
thinges to be enſued and folowed/ and of 
thyng; to be eſchewed oz fledde. Not but 
that Socrates ſawe þ difference bytwene 


w wy = 5 WWW WW Wy -” CREED © Of WW ©» WP 


knotvlege of — oe loue of the 
ſame. But as Demoſthenes anſwered pꝛo 
nuncpacion to be the firſt, the ſeconde, and 
alſo the thyzde poynt of eloquence / ſigny⸗ 
tyeng that to be þ chete parte / in ſo moche 
that he thought eloquence to reſt al togy⸗ 
ther in that thynge onely . In lykewyſe 
Socrates diſputyng with Pzothagozas/ 


pꝛoueth by argumentes, knowlege in all 


vertue to beare ſuche roume / that vyces 
can no other whence pꝛocede than of falſe 
opinpons. Fo: certaynly bꝛother bothe he 
that loucth Chꝛiſte / a he alſo that loueth 
boluptuouſneſſe, money, falſe honoure , 
dothe folowe that thing whiche is eyther 
ol them lwete, good, and beautyfull. But 
the one ſiydeth chzough ignozauce/in ſtede 
of aſwete thyng enbzaſyng a thynge out 
of meaſure ſoure / flyeng as a ſoure thyng 
whiche is lweteſt of all. Alſo folowpnge 
that thyng foꝛ good and foz lucre, whiche 
is naught els but domage and loſſe/ and 
fearynge that thynge foz loſſe/ whiche is 
chefe gapnes oꝛ aduaũtage: and iudgyng 
that thynge to be fayze, whiche is foule / 
and wenyng oꝛ trowyng that to be ſham⸗ 
full, whiche onely is glozious and pꝛayſe⸗ 
full. In concluſpon if a man were ſurely 
and inwardly bzought in byleue / and if 
aiſo it were dygeſted in to the ſubſtaunce 


Syme a 
geth off 
opnxens. 
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or his mynde,as meate in tothe ſubſtafice 
of the body / that onely vertue were bei / 


molt ſwete / moſt kapꝛe / moſte honeſt / moſt 
p2ofptable: and on the other ſyde, fylthy⸗ 
neſſe only to be an puell thing / a paynfull 
tourment oꝛ punyſſhment / a foule thyng / 
ſhamkull / full o domage oz loſſe: and dyd 
meafure theſe thyngẽ not by the opinyon 
of the comen people/ but by the very na- 
ture ofthe thynges:it coulde not be(ſuche 
perſwaſyon oz byleue endurynge)that he 
ſhulde ſtycke faſte oz cleaue longe tyme in 
puell thynges. Foz nowe longe ago the 
comen people is founde to be the moſte 
miſcheuous authour and capitayne bothe 


ſtome and maner of lyuynge of kynges / 
thts wile lyue great men / this tone bothe 
byſſhoppes and popes / theſe trewly be 
no raſcals. Lette not theſe great names 
moue the one ynche. J meaſure 02 tudge 
not the comen oz raſcall ſozte by þ roume, 


— 
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eſtate, o degree: but by the mynde and Plate wriletts 
e. who ſo euer in the famous dinger Nad 
a= of Plato bounde with the — iber see 
of den owne affectyons / wonder at the de boade with 
4 e pmages and ſhadowes of thynges text ben re 
. — of very true thynges / they be the they could de 
_ eople. Shulde he not do pꝛepo⸗ — 
a u y and out of oꝛdꝛe i a man wolde e wa 
goa oute to trye not the ſtone by the ru⸗ backes tyaker 
— —— by the ſtone? e they, bed{y 
ble if a man wolde go 7 —— ene 0 
tourne / not the maners To eye al rages 
| ent 
— Chꝛiſt to the lyuyng of men: _ 50 byracns 
Ta therfoze well 0 arlght,bpcauſe that Nefireandthe 
e that moſt vat theſh 
> this wyſe onely ſhall it —— — al th 
7g what ſo euer is doone / it it agre to Scemrsbt aps 
- — — ye 2 therfoze ought — 4 — the 
ed: bycau - 
— the moſte parte. It is a — foe rhepſe nos 
1 euer ſhalbe/to whom is pleſaunt the 125 0 ner 
—— 02 playneſſe, the pouertye, the — — 
— be of Lhzyſte, It is a ſmall flocke ve- <4 peple bots 
2 4 ut a blyſſed / as vnto whome onely de with ggebs⸗ 
— ue the kyngdome ok heuen. Strapte _ CO 
— the waye of vertue, and of very kewe ner ſet Aru 
—— — other leadeth to lpfe. — eren of © 
on. 
er dothe a wyſe buyl- The flocke of 


dererche his enſample of the moſt comen $004 men ig 
but ſiuall, 
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and bſed oz of the beſt werke? Baynters 
ſet afoze them none but the beſt tables oz 
paterns of pmagerye. Our enſample is 
Lhziſt/in whom onely be al rules of blyf- 
ſed lyuing / him may we coũterfayte with 
out excepcion. But in good and vertuous 
men, it ſhall be meteÞ thou call to an en- 
ſample cuery thynge/ ſo farre foꝛthe as it 
(hall agre with þ firſt enſample of Chꝛiſt. 
The com? peo As touchynge the comen ſoꝛte of chuſten 


picof Chrytden men, thinke thus: they were neuer moze 
men be mooſt coꝛtupt / no not amongeſt the gentiles, as 
eorupte. moche as cõcerneth the opinyons ot their 


maners. Moꝛe ouer as touchynge their 
faythe what — — they haue aduyſe 
them. This (urely is doutleſle # to be a- 
bydien by, fayth without maners woꝛ⸗ 
thy of faythe, pzeuayleth nothynge/ in ſo 


moche alſo thatitgroweth to an heape of | 


Ah: maner of dampnacyon.Serche the hyſtones ot an- 
the woꝛld now tyquite / to them compare þ maners that 
a dapes. be nowe adayes. whan was vertue and 
trewe honeſty moze diſpyſed? whan was 
fo had in puce richelle goten not regarded 
wheẽce? In what woꝛlde at any tyme was 
trewer p ſapeng of Hozactus?fozſoth that 
lady money gyueth a wyfe with dowery, 
credence, frendſhyppe, nobleneſſe, noble 
kynne,and alſo beautye. And agapne this 
ſayeng of the ſame Hozace/noblenes and 


Þorace the 
pocte. 
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vertue, excepte a man haue good withall, 
is vyler than a ruſſhe oꝛ a ſtrawe. who re- 
deth not now in good erneſt that bytyng 
mocke ofthe ſame poete? Oh cytezyns cy⸗ 
tezyns / fyzſt ſeke money / after leke vertue. 
whan was ryot 02 exceſſe moꝛe immode⸗ 
rate than now? whan was adultery, and 
all other kyndes of vnchaſte lyupnge, ey⸗ 
ther moze appert in 5 ſyght ot euery man / 
02 moꝛe vnpunpſſhed / oz elles leſſe had in 
ſhame, rebuke, oꝛ abhompnacpon? whyle 
p:inces fauour they? owne vices in other, 
and euery man accompreth that mooſt 
comly and beautefull to be done, what ſo 
euer is vſed e take vp amonge courtpers. 
To whome ſemeth not pouertpe extreme 
eupll, and vttermoſt ſhame and rebuke? 
In tyme paſt, kepers of queenes, fylthy 
nyggardes, glozyous 02 g02gyous pſons, 
loucrs and regarders of money, were caſt 
in the tethe with rebukefull and ſclaun⸗ 
derous ſcoſtynges and ieſtynges / a that by 
authozite. And alſo in comedpes, trage⸗ 
dpes, and other comune plapes of the gen 
tyles, a great clappynge of handes and a 
Howte was made ofþ ley people foz iope / 
whan vices were craftyly and pꝛoperlp re 
buked and checked: at the whiche ſame 
vices now a dayes beynge eupll pꝛapſed, 
there is made a ſhowte and e of 

RA 
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of olde rr 
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handes fo iope, euen of the nobles 6 eſtas 
tes of —_—_ men, The — a theyz 
comune houſe appoynted fo: diſgyſyng a 
wharye hung enterludes / coude not fozbeare ne ſuffre a 
Paar had ot teſter in playeng a certeyn tragedy of Eu⸗ 
— — — 2 — ot a — 
couetous mã, whi ed money onely 

hag exported befoze all other comodytees & pleaſure of 
tem / ſarenge: Manes lyfe: and they wolde playnly haue 
— 1 tlapped out ofthe plap / yea & violctly caſt 
well ynoughe: out of the houle the player with al the fa- 
2 ſhall ther ble, had not the poete by & by atyſynge vp 
erde delpꝛed them to tary a lytell a beholde to 
rende whom it what poynte that ſo great a wonderer of 
ſyal be hard ro monep ſholde come. How many enſam⸗ 
optepn ro com ples be there in the gentyles, hyſtozycs of 
26 you ag . them, whiche of the comune welthe well 
Pioſioa a we: Jouerned & mynyſtred/bzought nothinge 
e e ep eepuraryon. ehſermon 

* 0 2 v 

—— ——— — by chaſlire,th4 by 
fynde theyw Ipfe. whome neyther ꝓſperite coude make 
— 2arhe pꝛoude, wylde oz wanton / neyther aduer⸗ 
do greg: ond? Ute coude ouercõme æ make heup herted. 
yt they ſhulde WHiche regarded honeſt tcopardies e daũ⸗ 
be valpke me: gers befoꝛe voluptuouſneſſe a pleaſures. 
Fenz rpot be whiche cotented onely with þ cöſcience of 
net pftpdf and pure iyfe / delited nepther honours neither 
augmented at rycheſſe / noꝛ any other comodytees offoz- 
my coſt. tune. And to ouerhyp & make no reherſall 
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The cõtynence So We chꝛiſten men honour the doctryne 
of ſaynte Au: of Chꝛpſt, ſo cofiterfayte we it, that euerp 
gultyne, where now adays nothyng 1s accompted 
moꝛe folyNthe, moze vyle, moꝛe woꝛthy to 

be aſhamed ot, than to be a chꝛyſtẽ man in 

dede / with all herte a mynde. As though 

that eyther Lhzyſt in vayne had ben con⸗ 

** uerſaũt in erth / oz that chꝛyſtendom were 
chulten m4 is lome other thing now, than in tyme paſt/ 
accempted eue 02 dyd not tndifferently appertayne to all 
ry where a ve- men. wyll therkoze that thou from theſe 
ry vrie thens+ men vary with al thy mynde / z eſteme the 
valute ot euery thing by the comunyon oz 

kelawchyp of Chꝛyſt onely. who thynketh 

it not euery where to be an ercellft thyng 


voblemen- al good thyng / yt a man deſcite ofa woꝛ⸗ 
ſhipful ſtocke a of honourable anceſtours, 
whiche thyng they call nobleneſſe? Let it 
not moue þ one whyt, whan thou heareſt 
the wyſe men of this woꝛlde / men of ſad⸗ 
neſſe endued with great authoꝛite / ſo er⸗ 
neſtly diſputyng of the degrees of their ge 
nelogies oꝛ lynage / hauing their fozeheed 
t vpper bꝛowes dꝛawen togyder with ve⸗ 
ry great grauite, as it were a mater of mer 
uaplous difficulte / yea and with great en⸗ 
foꝛcement bꝛyngyng foꝛth playne tryfles. 
oꝛ let it moue the whã thou ſeeſt other 

o hygh mynded, foꝛ 5 noble actes oftheyz 


\ 
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The vanitie of ę woꝛthy to be nombꝛed among þ cheie of 


Capro.xiiij. 

grandfathers oz great grandtathers / that 
they thynke other in copariſon of the ſelfe 
ſcarſe tobe men. But thou laugbyngatS,....,,.. 
errour of theſe men, after þ maner of De- laughed at 
mocritus,lbhalte compte (as trewe it is in what ſo euer 
dede) that the onely a mooſt pfytenoble- Anse e 
nelle, is to be regenerate in Lhzyſt/# to be none ne t ſe 
grafted e planted in the body of him / to be myd to hem ſo 
one body e one ſpiryt with god. Let other folyſ2 athens: 


men be kynges lones: to the, let it be the 


greateſt honour that can be, that thou art cfeſt no 
called, and art ſo in dede, the ſone of god, — to be 
Let them ſtande in theyꝛ owne conceytes, the ſone of god 
bycauſe they are dayly couerſafit in great 
ces courtes : choſe thou rather to be 
[th Daupd vyle abiecte in the houſe of 
god. Take hede what maner felowes 
Lhzyſt choſe / feble perſones / fooles / vyle 
as touchynge this woꝛlde. In Adam we 
be all bozne of lowe degre: Jn Chꝛyſt we 
be all one. Ulery nobleneſle is to deſpyſe 
this vayne nobleneſſe: very nobleneſſe ts 
to be ſeruaũt to Lhzyſte. Thynke them to 
be thyne anceſtours, whoſe vertues thou 
bothe loueſt and coũterfapteſt. Allo harke 
what the true eſtemer of nobleneſſe ſayd 
in the goſpell agaynſt the iewes, whiche 
boſted them ſelfe to be of the generacyon 
of Abzaham : a man veryly, not excellent 
onely, not ryche onelp, not 8 
ui. 


Lapko:xiitf. 

of kynges onely / but alſo foꝛ his dyuynt 
bertues lauded of god hym ſelf. who wol- 
denot thynke this to be a noble thynge 
and wozthy, wherofa ma myght retoyre? 
Harke yet what they herde: pe are (fayd 
Chꝛpſt) ot᷑ pour father the deuyll / and the 
Here may yo! dedes ot your father ye do. And heare alſo 
Coe noble Baule how he eſtemeth gentyll blote/ac- 
diode. coꝛdyng to his mayſters rule. Hot al theꝝ 

: (fayth he) whiche be of the circũcyſyon of 
iſrael, be iſraelites / neyther al they that be 
ok the ſede of Abꝛahã, be the ſones of Abꝛa 

am. It is a lowe degre and ſhamefull,to 

erue fylthyneſſe / and to haue no kynrede 
with Chꝛpſt / whiche knowlegeth kynrede 
with no man, but with ſuche as fulfplleth 
the wyl of his father in heuen. He is with 


deupll to his father / and veryly who ſo 
euer dothe the dedes ofthe deuyl, hath the 
deuyll to his father/ercepte Thꝛyſte lped. 
But the trewth can not lye. The hygheſt 
degre that can be, is to be the ſone a hey2e 
of god / the bzother a coheyꝛe with Chꝛyſt. 
what theyꝛ badges a cogniſaũces meane, 
che badges of let them loke. The badges of Chꝛyſie be 
true noblenes. comune to all men / and yet mooſt honou⸗ 
rable, whiche be the croſſe / the crowne of 


moche ſhame a baſtarde, whiche hath the 


thome, the nayles, the ſpere, the ſpgnes 02 
tokens, whiche Paule reioyſeth to beate 
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Capto. xiiiſ. 
in his body. Of nobleneſſe therkoꝛe thou 
ſeeſt how moche otherwyſe J wolde haue 
the to iudge and thynke, than the ley peo⸗ 
ple pmagyn. who calleth not him blylled, 
ryche, and happy among the comune peo Riche men be 
ple, whiche hath heaped togyder at home not biefſca. 
& greate deale of golde? But tudge thou 
bym to be blyſſed ynough/ye that he one⸗ 
ly ts blyſſed, whiche poſſeſſeth Chꝛpſt / ve⸗ 
xy felicite /a of all thynges the beſt. Judge 
hym happy whiche hath bought that no⸗ 
ble a pꝛecpous margaryte of pure mynde, 
with the loſle eyther of all his goodes, oꝛ 
his body alſo / whiche hathe founde the 
treaſour of wyldome pzecyouſer than all 
rycheſſe. whiche to be made ryche, hathe 
— * — ur — — — 
puryfyed + pꝛoued ze. what thyng | 
than be theſe whiche the comune people wat is nches 
wonder at / as golde, pꝛecyous ſtones, lyue 
lode? in a wꝛonge name they be ryches / in 
the true name they be very thoꝛnes, whi⸗ 
che choke the ſede of the woꝛde ok god / ac⸗ 
coꝛdyng to the parable of goſpell. They 
bepackes oz fardels with whiche who fo 
euer be laden, they neyther can folowe 
pooze Chꝛyſt by the ſtrayte waye,neyther 
enter by the lowe doꝛe in to the kyngdom 
ot heuen. Thynke not thy ſelfe better by 
one heare,yfthou ſholteſt 2 in rychelle 

\litf. 


Capto. xiiij. 
Mydas c cre: epther Mydas oꝛ Creſus / but thynke thy 
ſus were two felfe moze bounde, moꝛe tangled, moe la⸗ 


can mãtully deſpyſe ſuche thynges. He is 
pꝛoupded foꝛ ſufficyently,to whom Chꝛyſt 


ſhall not be an hongred, to whoſe mouth 

manna ot þ woꝛde of god ſemeth pleaſaũt. 

He ſhall not be naked, ÿ hath put Chꝛyſt 

Thereis no von him. Thinke this onely to pe a loſle 
domage in the as ofte as any thyng of godlyneſſe is my⸗ 
loſſe of reches. nyſſhed/# any thyng of vices ts encreaſed. 
FThynke it a greate lucre 02 aduauntage, 

whan thy mynde through encreaſe of ver⸗ 

tue is waren better. Thynke thou lackeſt 
nothyng, as longe as thou poſſeſſeſt hym 

ta whome are al thing. But what is this 
whiche wꝛetches call pleaſure?ſurely it is 
nothing leſſe than it is called. what is it 

than? ure madnes it is / and playnly (as 

Alar in his grekes be wont to ſay ) laughter of Atax, 
madneshan: lwete poyſon, pleaſaunt myſchefe. True a 


atſwyneſuppo conſcyence. The mooſt noble + depntyett 
— dyſſhe that can be, is ỹ ſtudy ol holy fcrip- 
menon / the 0: ture. The mooſt delectable ſonges, be the 
Nietbe mortal Pſalmes- endyted of the holy good. The 
enem pes. Tha mooſt pleaſaũt felyſhyp, is the comunyon 
wirt moche ok all ſayntes. The hyeſt deyntyes of al, is 


laus hate ſꝛe ra: the fruicion & enioping of the very truthe. 


che kxnses. den. He bath haboſidantly pnough. that 


pzomyſed nothyng ſholde be lackyng. He 


ged vp two gre onely pleaſure,is the inward ioy ofa pute 
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Ponrgenolv thy eyen, pourge thy eares, sea again the / 
pourge thy mouth / a Chꝛyſt (hal begyn to caſtyng many 
waxe ſwete e pleaſaũt to the. who taſted — 
ones ſauerly:ye it, mileſij libarite / it al in- in b bas 
cotynent rpottours # epicurpens / ſhoꝛtly, com to his wits 
if the vniuerſite of ymagyners # deuyſers tes agaync/he 
ofpleaſures ſholde heape togyder al their 0 fee elf 
flaterynge ſubtyltees + deynty dyſſhes/in row / ſo bicauſe 
copariſon of hym onely,they (hall ſeme to of voluptuous 
20uoke the to ſpue. That is not by # by — folo⸗ 
ete, whiche is lauery / but that which is ur 808 
fauery to a hole man. If water haue the called the tau: 
taſte of wyne to hym whiche burneth in a = of tar. 
hote feuer, no man wyll call that pleaſure e werk pee 
but a diſeaſe. Thou art deceyued yf thou whiche irued 
byleue not, that very teres be moche moze delrcatar. 
pleaſaſit to deuout #holy men, than be to gage 
wycked men laughynges, mockinges, ge⸗ raoumcs. * 
ynges oꝛ ſcoſtynges. It thou alſo byleue That is ſwete 
not faſtynge to be ſweter to the one, than che fanou: 
to$ other plouers / quaples / teſaũtes / par⸗ . ee 
triches, pyke, troute, poꝛpas, oꝛ the ſreſſhe 
fturgen. And the moderate boꝛdes ofchone 
apoynted with erbes z frutes to be moche 
moꝛe delycate, tha the coſtly x diſdaynfull 
feeſtes of þ other. Fynally the true plcſure 
is, toꝛ þloue of Chꝛpſt, not to be ones mo- 
ued with falſe apparant pleſures Beholde 
now how moche the woꝛlde abuſech rhe 


names of loue aud hate. whan a folyflhe 


Tondernes to 
wardes they: 


Lapko.ritif. 
vong man is clere out ofhis wytte a mad 


Foluſhe loue · iq a wenches ſake: that þ comune people 


call loue / e pet is there no beryer hate in 
the woꝛld. True loue euen with his owne 
loſſe, deſpꝛeth to ſe vnto an other mannes 
pfyte. whervnto loketh he, ſaue vnto his 
owne pleaſure.? Thertoꝛe he loueth not 
her, but hymſelfe: how be it foꝛſothe, he lo 
ueth not hymſelf. Foz no man can loue an 
other, except he loue hymſelfe firſt / ye 4 ex⸗ 
cept he loue hymſelte aryght. Ho man can 
hate any man at all, excepte he fyꝛſt hate 
hym ſelfe. Heuertheleſſe ſomtyme to loue 
well, is to hate well / and to hate well, is 
to loue well. who lo euer therfoꝛe foz his 
Iytell pleaſure (as he ſuppoſeth it) layeth 
awayte æ goth about to begyle a mayden 
with flaterynges & gyftes/ with fapꝛe pꝛo 
meſſes / to plucke from her the beſt thynge 
ſbe hath / that is to wyte, her perfytneſle, 
her chaſtite, her ſymplicite, her tnnocency, 
her good mynde, e her good name / whe⸗ 
ther ſemeth this man to hate, oꝛ to loue? 
Certeynly there is no hate moꝛe cruel tha 
ig this hate. whan the folyſſhe father and 
mother fauour the vices of their chyldzen: 
the comune ſaytng is / how tenderly loue 
they theyꝛ chyldzen? But J pꝛay the / how 
cruelly hate they theyꝛ chyldꝛen, whiche 
( whyle they folowe their owne aftecios) 
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tegarde not at all the welth or theyꝛ chyl⸗ 
dzen? what other thynge wyllheth to vs 
our mooſt hatefull ennemy þ deuyll, than 
that we here ſynnyng vnpuntſſhed, holde 
fall into eternall punyſſhment. They call 
hym an eaſy mayſter + a mercyfull pzynce, 
whiche at certayne greuous offences ey⸗ 
ther wynketh oz ſheweth fauour/that the 
moze vnpunyſſhed men do ſynne / the mos 
re boldly t at large they may ſynne. But 
what other thynge thzeteneth god by his 
pꝛophete to them, whome he iudgeth vn⸗ 
woꝛthy of his mercy. And ſhal J not ( ſaith 
he) loke vpon pour doughters whan they 
compyt foznycacyon / noz your doughters 
in lawe, whan they comyt adultery? Un⸗ 
to Dautd what pmyſed he. J wyll (ſayth 
he) with a rodde vyſyte they: iniquptees / 
and with whyppes, they: ſynnes / but J 
wyll not ſcater my mercy from theym. 

Thou ſeeſt how all thynges are renewed 
in Chꝛpſt / and how the names of thynges 
are chaunged. who ſo euer loue hym ſelfe 
otherwyſe tha well / hateth hymſeit deed⸗ 
ly. who ſo euer is euyll mercyfull towarte 
hymſelfe, is a tyꝛaũt mooſt cruell. To care 
well, is not to regarde. To hurte well, is 
to do good. To deſtrope well, is to ſaue. 

Thou ſhalt care well foꝛ thy ſelfe, vf thou 
alte deſpyſe the deſpꝛes of the flellhe. 


Lapfo.rtiff. 
It in good maner thou ſhalt rage agaynſ 
byces / thou ſhalte do to the man a good 
turne. It thou ſhalt kyll the ſynner, thou 
ſhalt ſaue the man. It thou ſbalt deſtroye 

at man hath made / thou ſhalte reſtoze 

at god hath made. Lome of now vlet 
bs go further. what thynketh the errour 
of the people power, wyckedneſſe, man⸗ 
bode, #cowardneſle to be? Call they not 
hym myghty , whiche can lyghtly hurte 
whome hym lyſt? al be it, it is a very ody⸗ 
ous power, to be able to hurte / foꝛ in that 
are they reſembled to noyſome woꝛmes # 
ſcozpyons / & to the deuyll hym ſelfe/ that 
is to wyte, in doynge harme. Onely god 
is myghty in dede / whiche neyther can 
burt yt he wolde / neyther yet wolde pk he 
coude / fo: his nature is to do good. But 
this myghty felowe how dothe he Jbe⸗ 
ſeche the hurt a man? He ſhall take away 
thy monep? he ſhall beate thy body? he 
all robbe the of thy lyfe? It he do it to 
hym that ſerueth god well / he hath done 
& good dede, in ſtede of an euyll. But and 
yt he haue done it to an euyll man / this 
bath mynyſtred the occaſyon veryly / but 
be hath hurt bym ſelfe, foꝛ no man is hurt 
but ot hym ſelle. No man gothe aboute to 
hurt an other, excepte the ſame man hath 
moche moe greuouliy hurte hym ſelte a⸗ 
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koꝛehande. Thou enfozſeſt to hurte me 
in my money oꝛ goodes ? Now haſt thou 
thꝛough the loſſe ofchartte hurte thy ſelfe 
mooſt greuouſiy. Thou canſt not faſten a 
wounde in me / but yt thou haue fyꝛſt re⸗ 
cepued a wounde moze greuous. Thou 
canſt not take from me the lyfe ot my bo⸗ 
dy / oneles thou haue layne thyne owne 
ſoule befoze . But Paule, whiche to do 
wꝛonge was a man very weyke and fe⸗ 
ble / to ſuffre wꝛonge mooſt valyaunt and 
ſtronge/retoyſeth he not that he coude do 
all thynge in Chꝛyſt? They call hym eue⸗ 
ry where manly and bolde, whiche fyerſe 
and of impotent mynde / foꝛ the leeſt dif» 
pleaſure that can be, rageth, ſetheth, oz 
boyleth tn wꝛathe / x acquyteth a ſhꝛewde 
wozde with a ſhꝛewde woꝛde / a checke 
with a checke / one eupll tourne with an 
other. Lontrary wyſe, who ſo euer receys 
upnge wꝛonge maketh nothynge a do / 
but diſſpmuleth as no ſuche thynge were 
done / hym they call a cowarde / a daſtarde 
hertleſſe, mete foꝛ nothyng. But pet what 
is farder of from the greatnes & balyaut- 
nes ot ſtomacke, than with a lytell woꝛde 
to be puffed aſyde from the quietnes con 
ſtancye of the mynde / e to be ſo vnable to 
let at nought an otber mines folyilhnes/ 
that thou ſholdeſt thinke thy ſelte to be no 


A bolde man 
and a ſtronge 
in dede. 


True pꝛaxſe. 


Capto. xitiſ. 
man, excepte thou dyddcſt ouercõme ont 
@zewde tourne with an other? But how 
moche moe manfull is it, with an excellẽt 
e large ſtomacke to be able to deſpyſe all 
maner tmuryes / c moe ouer, foꝛ an eupll 
dede, to recompence a good? J wolde not 
call hym a bolde man, whiche durſte ieo⸗ 
pard on his ennemp / which ſcaleth caſtell 
02 towne walles / whiche (his lyfe not re⸗ 
garded ) putteth hym ſelfe in al maner teo- 
pardies / a thing cõmune almoſt to al wat 
tryoures. But who lo euer can ouercome 
his owne hert / who lo euer can wyl them 
good, whiche dothe hym harme / pꝛaye fo 
them, whiche curſe hym: to this man is 
due the pꝛopꝛe name of a bolde # ſtronge 
man, x ot an excellent mynde. Let vs alſo 
diſcuſſe an other thyng / what the wozlde 
calleth pꝛayſe, rebuke, and ſhame. Thou 
art pꝛapſed / foꝛ what cauſe,4 of whome? if 
fo: fylthy thynges and offylthy perſones / 
this verylp is a falſe pꝛayſe and a true res 
buke. Thou art dilpꝛapſed / thou art moc⸗ 
ked, oꝛ laughed at / foꝛ what cauſe, and of 
whome?fo: godlyneſſe a innocencp / æ that 
ot euyll men:this is not a rebuke / no there 
is no truer pꝛayſe. Be it foꝛſothe that euen 
the hole wozlde clap, ſtampe, t hyſſe at it / 
pet can it not be but glozyous, æ ot greatt 
pꝛayſe that Chꝛiſt appꝛoueth. And though 
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Capto. xiiii. 
all moꝛtall men agre, conſent, and alowe 
it / cryenge with a ſhowte, that is a noble 
dede / pet can it not be but ſhamefull that 


diſpleaſeth god. They call it wiſdom eue- vyſdome of 
ty where to gete good ſtoutly / whan it is we worlde. 


goten, to mayntayne it luſtely/and to pꝛo 
uyde longe befoze, fo the tyme to come 
politykly. Foz ſo we heare them ſaye eue- 
ey where, and in good erneſt of them whi⸗ 
che in ſhoꝛte tyme gate ſubſtaunce ſom⸗ 
what haboundantly/he is a thzyfty man, 
ware and wyſe, circumſpecte and pꝛoup⸗ 
dent. Thus lapth the wozlde, whiche is 
bothe a lyer hym ſelte, and alſo his father. 
But what ſayth verite? Foole ſayth he / 

wyll fette agapne this nyght thy ſoule 

m the. He had fylled his barnes with 
toʒne / he had ſtuffed his ſtoꝛe Houſes with 
pzouyſyon of all vytayles / and had lays 
de vp at home haboundauntly of money 
ynough: he thought nothynge was to be 
done moꝛe. Thus had he done / not by⸗ 
cauſe he entended as a nedy keper to ſyt 
abꝛode on his rycheſle heaped togyder / as 
the poetes tapne the dꝛagon to haue kept 


the golden flece ( whiche thing men do al⸗ 


moſt eucry where) but he enteded to haue 
ſpente iopouſlp / pet doth the goſpell call 
this ma a foole. Foz what is moꝛe folyſſy / 
what is moꝛe grolle pmaginacpõ, oʒ moze 


Lapfo.ritlf. 
whyle we gape {Ondnelle, than to gape at the ſhadolves/ 
at badete, and lole the very thinges/a thing whiche 
weloſe the ve: we be wonte to laugh at in the famous 
ry r dogge of pſope. And in the maners of chyy 

ope. Bhiche ten men, is it not moꝛe to be laughed at / 
while he gapid 02 rather to be wept at. He may be comp⸗ 
at the ſhadow ted a tude and vnexperte marchaunt, that 
— hisboneun knewe not this lapinge of Therence: To 
* refuſe money at a ſeaſon, is ſomtyme a 

great aduauntage / 02 who ſo euer wolde 

receyue a lytel aduaũtage in hande, whan 

he knewe great loſie ſwolde folo we. Bow 

moche moe folyſſhneſle and vnadupfed⸗ 


nelle is it, with lo great care to make ꝓup. 


ſpon foz this ſhato wiſſhe lyte, euery houre 
tedy to fayle, not withſtandynge that god 
wolde mynyſtre ſufiicyently, wherwith it 
ſholde be ſuſteyned / e foꝛ the lyte to come 
to ꝓuyde nothyng at all. whiche we muſt 
lede alway full ot myſery c wꝛetchednes / 
pf ꝓuyſpon be not made now afozchande 
with greate diligence. Heare an other er⸗ 
tout / they call hym pereleſſe polityke,@ in 
all thynges expert / whiche harkenyng foz 
To herken foꝛ all maner tydyng{,knoweth what is done 
ty6ynges us through out all the wonde / what is the 
trebuked, chaunce ofmarchaundyſe / what the kyng 
ot᷑ Englande ent endeth / what newe thing 
is done at Rome / what is chaunced in 
Fraiice / how the danes a the ſcytes lyue/ 


| 
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hat maters great pztnces haue fn coun⸗ 
ſayle. To make an ende ſboꝛtlp / who ſo e⸗ 
ner can babble with al kynd{ofmen ok all 
maner buſpnes / hym they ſay to be wyſe. 
But what can be farder from the thought 
ofa wiſe mã / oꝛ nere to þ natute ofa foole 
than to ſerche foz thoſe thynges which be 
done aferre of,+ pertayne to Þnothyng at 
al? # not ſo moch as ones verily to thinke 
on thoſe thyng{ whiche are done tn thyne 
owne bꝛeſt x pertayne to the onely. Thou 
telleſt me of the trouble a beſynes of En⸗ 
glaͤde / tel me rather what trouble maketh 
tn thy bzeſt wꝛathe, enuy, bodyly luſt, am⸗ 
bycion / howe nygh theſe be bꝛought in to 
ſubiection / what hope is of victoꝛp / howe 
moche of this hooſt is put to flyght / how 
reaſon is decked 02 appoynted. In theſe 
thyng! if thou ſhalte be watchyng a haus 
a quycke eare # alſo an eye / if thou ſhalte 
ſmell/if thou ſbalte be circũſpecte / J wyll 
call the polityke & pereles:and that thin 

whiche the wozld is wont to caſt agayn 

vs, I wyll whozle agayne at hym. He is 
not wyſe at all, whiche is not wile fo2 his 
owne pkyte.Afterthis maner it thou ſhalt 
erampyne all the cares ot᷑ moꝛtall me/their 
iopes, hopes, feares,ſtudies,their myndes 
oz tudgemetes/thou ſhalt fynde all thyng 
full of errour whyle they call good yuel/g 


Js 


pueil good / whyle they make ſtvefe ſoure 
and ſoure ſwete: make light darknes / and 
darkneſſe lyght. And this ſozte of men ts 
the moze parte by a great deale/ whiche 
notwithſtandyng thou muſt at one tyme 
bothe defye, that thou woldeſt not to be 
lyke vnto them: and alſo pyte that thou 
mapſt deſpꝛe to haue them lyke vnto the. 
And to vie the woꝛdes of ſaint Auguſtyn) 
than is it mete bothe to wepe foꝛ them 
whiche are woꝛthpy to be laughed at / e to 
laugh at the which are woꝛthy to be wept 
toꝛ. Be not in puell thyng{ cõ foꝛmable to 
this woꝛlde, but be refozmed in the newe 
wytte / that thou mayſte appꝛoue not tho 
thyng{ whiche men wonder at / but what 
is the wyll of god / whiche is good, well 

leaſynge #perfyte. Thou art very nygh 

eopardy e no doute falleſt ſodaynly from 
the true wap, it thou ſhalte begyn to loke 
aboute the what moſt parte of men do / 
and to herken what they thynke oꝛ yma⸗ 
gyn. Thou whiche art the chylde of lyfe a 
of lyght alſo, ſuffreþ the deed men burp 


their deed: lette the blynde capitaynes of 


blynde men go awaye togyther in to the 
dyche. Se thou ones moue not the eyen 
ok thy herte any — from the fpꝛſte 
patron and chefe enſample Chꝛiſt. Thou 
alte not gooutofthe wape/if thou ko⸗ 
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Lapko.riiif, | 
lowe the gydynge of verite. Thou ſhalte 
not ſtumble in darkneſſe, if thou walke at⸗ 


gynge a chafynge them ſelfe after the ma⸗ſ eat ne 
ner ot the ebbynge and flowyng of the ſee . 


Lynikis/ Stotkes be wonte to defende her iel pfice 
their dogmies and doctryne ſtyfly with ty / dyſpyſyaga 
tothe a nayle:and euen the hole woꝛlde re e pot 
pugnynge / all men cryeng e barkynge a⸗ — 
gaynſt them / yet holde they ſtyfly ÿ thing, 

whervnto they ones haue gyuenſure cre⸗ Cinikes de the 
dente. Be thou bolde lykewyſe to faſten ſolowers of dx⸗ 
ſurely tn thy mynde 5 decrees of thy lecte. epder wg 
Be bolde without myſtruſt/ and with all che chouymay 
that thou canſt make, to folow the mynde checked the 
ofthyne authout / departyng from all con vices of men.. 
trary opynpons and ſectes. 


C Here folowen oppnyons mete 
fo; a chziſten man 8 


* 


Capo. xv. 

Et this excellent lernyng and pata⸗ 

doxes of the true chuſten faythe be 

ure and ſtedfaſt with the / that no chuſten 

man map thynke that he is boꝛne foꝛ him 

ſelte / neyther ought to haue the mynde to 

lyue to himſelte:but what ſo euer he hath 

what ſo euer he is / that all togyther lette 

* n. hym aſcrtbe not to himſelfe, but vnto god 
acQuienm" the authour therot, and of whom it came / 
bym ſeife / ey: all his goodes let hym thynke to be com⸗ 
ther to folowe mune to all men. The charite of a chziſten 
_—_-_ PIc2: man knoweth no pꝛopertie: let hym loue 
good men in Chꝛiſte / puell men fo2 Lhzts 

ſtes ſake / whiche ſo loued vs fyꝛſte whan 

we were pet his enempes / that he beſto⸗ 

wed hymſeclfe on vs all togyder fo2 our re 

demptyon. Let hym enbzace the one bp⸗ 

cauſe they be good, the other neuertheles 

to make them good. De may hate no man 

at all / no moꝛe truly than a faythfull phi⸗ 

ſicyon hateth a ſycke man. Let hym be an 

enemy onely vnto vyces. The greater the 

diſeaſe is / the greater care wyll pure cha⸗ 

rite haue therto. He is an adulter / he hath 

we muſt defye cõmytted ſacrylege / he is a turke. Lette a 
breed bie rhe chuſten man defye the adulter,notþman/ 
we man. let hym diſpyle the comptter oflacrylege, 
not the man / let hym kyll the turke, not 

the man / let hym fynde the meanes that 

the puell man mape perylſhe whome he 
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Lapko.rb. 

made hymſelte, but ſo that the man be ſa⸗ 
ned whom god made. Let hym wyll well 
wyſlb well, and do well to all men vnfays 
nedly. Neyther hurte them whiche haue 
deſerued it: and do good to them whiche 
baue not deſerued it. Let hym be glad of 
all mennes comodytees as well as ot his 
owne / æ alſo be ſozy foꝛ all mens harmes 
none otherwyſe than foꝛ his owne. Foz 
veryly this is that whiche the apoſtle co⸗ 
maudeth. To wepe with them that wepe 
to iope with them that ioyen. pe let hym 
take an other mannes harme greuouſer 
than his owne:and of his bzothers welth 
be gladder than of his owne. It is not a 
chꝛiſtẽ mans parte to thinke on this wile: 
what haue J to do with this felowe / J 
know not whether he be blacke oꝛ whyte 

e is vnknowen to me / he is a ſtraũger to 

e / he neuer dyd ought foz me / he hath 
hurt me ſomtyme, but dyd me neuer good 
Thynke none of theſe thynges. Bemebze 
onely foz what deſerupnge what thynges 
Lhzpſte hath doone to the, Who wolde 
baue his kyndneſſe towarde the to be re- 
compenſed, not in hym ſelfe / but in thy 
neyghbour. Onely ſe of what thynges he 
bath nede/ a what thou art able to do foz 


bym. Thynke this thyng onely / he is mp 
© bzother in the lozde coheyze - + - wakes a 


Laplo.xrv. 
membꝛe of the ſame body / redemed with 
one blode / a felowe in comune fayth / cal 
led vnto þ very ſame grace a felicite of the 
lyte to come. As the apoſtle ſayd, one body 
and one ſpixyt euen as ye be called in one 
hope ot pout calling, one loꝛde, one faith, 
one baptiſme, one god æ father ot al whi⸗ 
che is aboue all a euerywhere / a in all vs. 
Dow can he be a ſtraũger to whom thou 
art coupled with ſo manyfolde bondes of 
vntte? Amonge þ gentples let thoſe circũ⸗ 
Uaũces ofthe rethoꝛicpens be ot ſome vas 
lure æ weyght, eyther vnto bentuolfce oz 
vnto maliuolẽte / he is a citezyn of þ ſame 
cyte / he is ot aliaũce / he ts my coſpn/ he is 
my tamyliar frende / he is my fathers frẽde / 
he hath well deſerued / he is kynde / boꝛne 
of an honeſt ſtocke / ryche oz otherwiſe. In 
Chuſt al theſe thyng? eyther be nothyng / 
oꝛ after p mynde of Paule be al one / the 
very ſelle ſame thing. Let this one thyng 
be euer pꝛeſent befoze thyne epen/Ett is ys 
nough/he is my fleſch, he is mp bꝛother in 
Lhuſt. what ſocuer is beſtowed vpon any 
mebze reboũdeth it not to al þ body, æ frõ 
thence in to p heed? we all be mebzes eche 
one of an other. Mẽbꝛes cleuyng togyder 
make a body. The heed ofþ body is Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt / heed of Chꝛiſt is god. It is done 
to the, it is done to euer one / it is done to 
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Lhiiſte,ft fs done to god: what ſo euer is 
tone to any one mebꝛe which ſo euer it be / 
whether it be well done oz yuell. All theſe 
thynges are one / God / Chꝛiſte / the body / 
and the membꝛes. That ſapeng hath no 
lace couenyently amonge chꝛiſten men / 
yke with lyke. And ſayeng vnlykeneſſe 
is the mother of hate. Foʒ vnto what pur 
oſe pertaynen wozd? of diſcẽtyon where 
o great vnite is. It ſauoureth not of chꝛi⸗ 
ſten faythe that comunly a courtper to a 
towne dweller: one of the countrey to an 
inhabyter of the cyte: a man of hygh de- 
gree, to an other of lowe degree: an offps 
cer, to hym that is oſtyceleſſe: the ryehe to 
the pooze: a man ofhonour,to a vyle per⸗ 
ſon:the myghty to the weake: the italyen 
to the germayne: the frencheman to the 
englyſchman: the englyſche to theſcotte: 
the gramaryen to the diuyne: the logycy⸗ 
ner to the gramaryen:the phiſicien to the 
man of lawe: the lerned to the vnlerned: 
the eloquent to hym that is not facounde 
and lacketh vtteraunce: the ſyngle to the 
maryed: the yonge to the olde: the clerke 
to the ley man: the pꝛeeſt to the monke: 
the Larmelytes to the Jacobytes: & that 
(leet J reherce all dyuerſytees) in a very 
tryfle vnlyke to vnlyke / is ſomwhat par- 
call « vnkynde. where is 2 whiche 
ij. 


Lapko.rb. 
Charite is not loueth euen her enemy?whai the furname 
which chaunged / whan the colour ofthe veſture 


hie vorcauie and lyke fantaſies ot men make me hated 
armente is a bnto the? why rather leaue we not theſe 
iytelattcred childyſche tryfles/# accuſtome to haue be⸗ 
and chaunged. foze out eyen that whiche pteyneth to the 
very thyng:wherofÞaule warneth vs in 

7 many placꝭ / that all we in Chꝛiſt the heed 
be mebꝛes of one body / endued with lyfe 

by one ſpiryte ( it ſo be we lyue in hym) ſo 

that we ſhulde neyther enuy the happycr 

mẽbꝛes / a ſbulde gladly ſocour & ayde the 

weake membꝛes:that we might pceyue a 
bnderſtande our ſelfe to haue receyued a 

good turne, whan we haue done any be⸗ 

nefyte to our neyghbour: e that we our 

ſelte be hurte, whan hurte is done to our 
bꝛother / neyther ſhulde any man ſtudy pꝛi⸗ 

uately foꝛ hymſelfe:but euery man fo: his 

owne parte ſhulde beſtowe in comen that 

et euery man thbnge whiche he hath receyued of god / 
deſtowe in co: That all thyng? might redounde e rebofide 
men what ſo⸗ thyder agayne, from whẽce they ſpꝛonge / 


ryly is the thynge whiche Paule wꝛiteth 
to the Coꝛynthes / ſayeng. As the body is 
one e hath many mẽbꝛes / æ all the mem⸗ 
bꝛes of the bodythough they de many / yet 
be they but one body: euen ſo lykewyſe is 


in them 
pate an other a lytell altered / whan ÿ gyꝛdle oz the ſhoo * 


ved - = wh that is to wete,from the heed . This ves, 
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£hziſt.Foz in one Pept we be al baptiſed 
to make one body / whether we be iewes 
oꝛ gentyles / whether we be bonde oz free / 
and all we haue dꝛonke of one ſpiryte(foz 
the body ſayth Paule) is not one membꝛe 
but many. It 5 tote ſhal ſay / J am not the 
hande / Jam not ot the body:is he therkoꝛe 
not ot᷑ the body? if the eare ſhall ſay/J am 
not the eye / Jam not of þ body: ts he ther 
toe not of the body? if all the body ſhulde 
be the eye / where is than the heryng:tf all 
the body were the herynge / where than 
ſhulde be ſmellyng. But nowe god hath 


put the membꝛes euery one ofthem in the 


body / as it pleaſed him. Foꝛ if al were but 
one mẽbꝛe / where were þ body? But now 
beryly ben there many membꝛes / yet but 
one body. The eye can not ſay to the hide 
haue no nede of thy helpe / oꝛ agayn the 
eed to the fete / ye be not to meneceſſary, 
But moche rather thoſe mẽbꝛes ofþ body 
whiche ſeme to be þ weaker, are moꝛe ne⸗ 
teſſary:æ to thoſe whtche we thynke to be 
the vyler mẽbꝛes of þ body, we gyue moze 
habundaũt honour. And thoſe whiche be 
our vnhoneſt mebꝛes haue moꝛe haboun⸗ 
daũt honeſty / foꝛ our honeſt mebꝛes haue 
nede otnothyng. But god hath tempꝛed a 
oꝛdꝛed the body, gyuyng pleteous honour 
to that parte whiche lacked / bicauſe there 


Capo. xv. 
chuld be no ſcilme, diuiſpõ, debate oꝛ ſtryfe 
in the body/ but that the membꝛes ſhulde 
care one toꝛ an other indifferently. But it 
is ye whiche are the body of Chꝛiſte, and 
membꝛes one dependyng ok an other, He 
wꝛiteth lyke thynges to the Komapns, 
Foz as we (ſaythe he) in one body haue 
many membꝛes / æ all membꝛes haue not 
one offyce. Euen lo we beynge many are 
but one body in Chꝛiſt. And euery one the 
membꝛes one ot an other, hauynge gyftes 
dyuers after the grace whiche is gyuen to 
vs. And agayne to the Epheſiens doynge 
trouthe ( ſaythe he) in charyte / let vs by all 
maner thynges growe in hym whiche is 
the heed / that is to wete Chꝛiſt. in whom 
the hole body compact and knyt by euerp 


memdꝛe o ynte myniſtryng one to an other accoꝛ⸗ 
is occu- dyng to the acte & woꝛkyng ok euery parte 
neceſſa in his meaſure/ maketh 5 encreaſe of the 


body foz the edifyeng of hym ſelfe in cha⸗ 
ryte. And in an other place he byddeth eue 
ry man to beare one anothers burden / by⸗ 
cauſe we be mebzes one of another. Loke 
thi whether they ptayne vnto this body 
whom thou hereſt ſpeakyng euery where 
after this maner / it is my good / it came to 
me by inherytaũce / I poſſeſſe it by ryght 
and nat by fraude / why ſhall not J vſe it 
and abuſe it after myne own mynte? why 
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Capto. xb. | 
chulde J gyue them of it any deale at al to 
whome Jowe nothyng?J hertz waſte 
J diſtroy/that whiche peryſcheth ts myne 
owne / it maketh no mater to other. Thy 
membꝛe complayneth # grynneth foz hun 
ger, and thou ſpeweſt vp — IP 
naked bꝛother ereth foꝛ colde / a with 
the ſo great plenty of rayment is coꝛrupte 
with mothes e longe lyeng. One nightes 
diſyng hath loſt the a thouſande peces of 
golde/ whyle in the meane ſeaſon ſome 
wꝛetched wenche (nede compellyng her) 
bath ſet foꝛthe her chaſtyte to ſell / a is be⸗ 
come a comune harlot / # thus peryſſheth 
the ſoule foꝛ whom Chꝛiſt hath beſtowed 
bis lyfe. Thou ſayeſt agayn:what is that 
to me. Jentreate Þ whiche is myne after 
myne owne faſiyon: x after all this with 
this ſo coꝛrupt a mynde, thynkeſt thou thy 
ſeltto be a chaſte man / which art not ones 
a man verily? Thou hereſt in þ pꝛeſence of 
a great multytude the good name oz fame 
ofthis oz that mi to be hurt / thou holdeſt 
thy peace, oꝛ padueture retoyſeſt 4 art wel 
cotent with backbyter. Thou ſayſte J 
wolde haue rep2oued him ik thoſe thinges 
whiche were ſpoken had ptayned to me / 
but J haue nothing ato with hym which 
was there ſclaundꝛed. Than to conclude, 
thou haſt nothynge ado with the body / 


Capto. xb. 
i thou haue nothyng ado with the mem⸗ 
dꝛe / neyther haſt thou aught ado with the 
beed / verylp if the body nothyng aptapne 
tothe. A man ( ſap they now a dapes) with 
vpoltce may defende a put abacke violẽce: 
what the emperours lawes pmpyt J paſle 
not theron. This J meruaple, how theſe 
voyces came in to the maners of chꝛiſten 
men / J haue hurt hym, but J was pꝛouo 
ked / J had leuer hurt than be hurt. Be it, 
mans lawes may not punyſſhe whiche 
they baue permytted. But what wyll the 
Emperour Chꝛiſte do, if thou begyle his 
lawe which is wꝛittẽ in Matheweꝛ J cõ⸗ 
maunde vou ſayth Chꝛiſt there) not ones 
to withſtãde harme: but if a man ſhal gyue 
the a blowe on þ right cheke / offre to hym 
alſo þ other. And who ſo euer wyll ſtryue 
with the in the lawe / & take from the thy 
cote / pelde vp to him alſo thy cloke oꝛ mã⸗ 
tell. And who ſo euer ſhall compell the to 
go with hym one myle / go with hym two 
mo other. Laue pour enempes /a do good 
to them whiche hate ou / a pꝛay foꝛ them 
whiche perſecute pou and pyke maters a⸗ 
gaynſt pou / that pe maye be the ſonnes of 
your father whiche is i heuen / whiche ma 
keth ſonne to ryſe upon good æ puell / & 
ſenteth rayne vpon iuſt e intuſt. Thou an- 
ſwereſt / he ſpake not this to me / he ſpake 
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Lapfo.rv, 
it to his apoſtels/ he ſpake it to pfpte pee» 
ſons, Herdeſt thou not howe he lapd, that 
ye map beþſonnes ot pour father?if thou 


carenot to be the ſonne of god / that lawe he 


perteynethnot tothe.Neuertheleſle he ts 0 
not good verily that wolde not be perſite. 
Harke atſo an other thyng: it thou deſpꝛe 
no rewarde / the comauntemet belongeth 
not to the:foz it foloweth. It pe loue th 
whiche loue pou / what rewarde ſhall pe 
haue:as who ſhulde ſay none: fo; ſurely to 
do this thynge is not vertue: but not to 
do it, is myſchefe. There is dette ot ney⸗ 
ther ſyde where is iuſte recompence made 
of bothe ſydes. Here thou Paule the 
great counſaylour + interpꝛetour of Chꝛi⸗ 
ſtes lawe. Blyſle (ſaythe he) them that 
perſecute pou / blyſſe them / and curle {hens 
in no wyſe / rendꝛinge to no man yuell toz 
puell. It it mape be as moche as in pou 
is / haupnge reſt and pm with all men/ 
not defendyng your ſelfe my beſt beloued 
bꝛetherne / but gyue place and withſtande 
pe not wꝛathe: foꝛ it ts wzytten. Ulens 
geaunce ſhall be reſerued to me, and J 
wyll qupte them ſaythe our lozde. But 
if thyne enempe ſhall be hungrye/ gyue 
to hym meate: if he be athurſte/ gyue ta 
hym dzinke: foꝛ if thou do this / thou ſhalt 
heape coles of fyze vpon his heed. Be not 


Ao 3 chꝛyſten 
m3 it is better 
to ſuffre than 
co doo. 


The decree of 
eyſten 


men. 


Capło. xb. 
suercome of puell / but ouercome puell in 
goodneſſe. what ſhall than folowe ſayeſt 
thou. it I (hall with my ſoftneſſe nouriſſh 
bp the knappiſſhnes oꝛ malyce + frowarte 
audacyte ot an other man / and in ſuſtryng 
an olde iniury pꝛouoke a newe? It thou 
can without thyne owne puell eyther a⸗ 
uoyde oꝛ put by puell / no man foꝛbyddeth 
the to do it: but it not / loke thou ſape not 
it is better to do than to ſuſfre. Amende 
thyne enempe ikthou can / eyther ladynge 
hym with benetytes / oꝛ ouercomyng him 
with mekeneſle. It that helpe not / it is 
better that the one peryſſhe than bothe: it 
ts better that thou ware ryche with the 
lucre#aduauntage ofpacyence/than that 
whyle eyther to other rẽdꝛeth puel / bothe 
be made puell. Let this therfoze be a decre 
amonge chꝛiſten men / to compare with al 
men in loue, in mekeneſle,and in benefy- 
tes, oꝛ doyng good: but in ſtryuyng, hate, 
oꝛ backbytyng, in rebukes and iniurpye / to 
gyue place euen to them that be of loweſt 
degree / a that with good wyll. But he is 
vnwoꝛthy to whome a good turne ſhulde 
be done / oꝛ an puell foꝛgyuẽ / yet is it mete 
fo: the to do it / and Chꝛiſte ts woꝛthy foz 
whole ſake it is doone. J wyll neyther 
(ſaye they) hurte any man neyther ſuffre 
my ſelte to be hurte: yet whan thou arte 
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| lo. xv. 
hurt / ſe thou — the treſpace with all 


| 


thy herte / pꝛouydynge alwapes that nos 

thyng be whiche any man ſhulde remptte 

02 toꝛgyue vnto the. Be as ware and dy⸗ 

lygent in auoydynge that none offence 03 

treſpace pꝛocede from the / as thou art eaſp 

and redy to remytte an other mans, The 

— man thou art / ſo moche the moze Offences mul 
bmytte thy ſelfe/ that thou in charyte **forsruen. 

aplye thy ſelfe to all men. Jfthou come of 

a noble ſtocke / maners woꝛthy of Chꝛiſte A gentylmanl 

— —— — p — 

neſle of thy byꝛth. Af thou be conyng an 

wel lerned / ſo moche the moze ſoberly fut- 22 

fre# amende the ignoꝛaũce of vnlerned. 

The moe is comptted æ lente to the / the 

moꝛe art thou boũde to thy bꝛother. Thou 

art ryche/ temẽbꝛe thou art the diſpenſer, 2 rycye man? 

not the iozde: take hede circiiſpectly howe 4 

thou entreateſt the comune good. Bple⸗ 

ueſt thou þ pꝛopꝛiete was pꝛohybyte and 

voluntary pouertie entoyned to monkes — 

onely? Thou art diſcepued / both pertayne ones onely 

to all chuſten men. The lawe punylſheth 8 

the it thou take away any thyng of an o⸗ 

ther mans:it puniſſheth not if thou with⸗ 

dꝛawe thyne owne fro thy nedy bzother. 

But Chꝛiſt wyll punyſſhe bothe. It thou 

be an offpcer/let not the honour make the 

moze fperſe / but let the charge make the 


Lapfo.xv. | 
moꝛe dylygent and fuller of care. A beare 
(ſayſt thou)no oſtyce ofthe churche/J am 
not a ſhepherd oz a byſſhop. Let vs graũt 
that/but alſo thou art not achuſten man: 
loke thou of whence thou arte, i thou be 
not of the churche. So greatly Lhzyſtets 
comen in to contempt to the wozlde/that 
they thynke it a goodly e excellent thyng 
to haue nothpnge to do with hym: e that 
ſo moche þ moꝛe euery man ſhulde be dil⸗ 
pyſed the moze coupled he were to hym. 
Hereſt thou not dayly of the ley perſons 
in their turye the names of a clerke / ot a 
pꝛeeſt / of a monke, to be caſt in our tethes 
in ſtede ofa ſbarpe and cruell rebuke / lay⸗ 
eng thou clerke / thou pꝛeeſt / thou monke, 
that thou art: and þ is done vtterly with 
| none other mynde / with none other voyce 
Jones — m* than it they Wulde caſt in our tethes inceſt 

err gz ſacrplege. I veryly meruayle why they 

owne kynne 
allo caſt not in our tethes baptyſme / why 
Sacryiege / is alſo they obtecte not agaynſt vs with the 
to protons te larazyns the name of Lhiiſt as an obpꝛo⸗ 
god / oꝛ to rob bʒious thyng. It they ſayd an puel clerke / 
cgurehes. an vnwozthy pꝛeeſt / 02 an vnrelygyous 
monke/in$ they myght be ſuffred as men 
whiche note the maners of the perſones, 
and not diſpyſe the pꝛofeſſpon of vertue. 
But who ſo euer counteth to their glozy 
and pzayſe þ deflouryng of virgyns / good 


| Laplo.rv. 
taken away in warre/money eyther won 
v2 loſt at dyce,oz other chaunce/# haue no 
thynge to lay agaynſt an other man moze 
ſpytefull oz obpꝛobꝛyous, oꝛ moꝛe to be a⸗ 
ſpamed ot / than the names of a monke o2 
a pzeeſt. Lertaynly it is eaſy to coniecture 
what theſe, in name onely chzyſten men 
iudge of Lhzyſt. There is not one loꝛde of 
the byllhops, and an other of the tepozall 
oftpcers : but bothe be vnder one / a to the 
ſame, bothe mult giue accomptes.Jfthou 
loke any otherwhere, ſaue vnto hym one⸗ 
ly / eyther whan thou receyueſt thoſtyce, oꝛ 
whan thou mpnitſtreſt it / it maketh no ma 


ter though the woꝛlde call the not a ſymo Aſrmonyake, 


nyake / he ſurely wyll punyſlhe the as a ſp 
inonyake. It thou labour # make meanes 
to obtaynec a comune oſtyce / not to pfyte 
in cõmune / but to pꝛoupde foꝛ thyne owne 
welthe pꝛyuatlpy / and to aduenge thy lelfe 
ot them, to whome thou oweſt a grudge / 
thy ofipce is bzybery oz robbery afoꝛe god, 
Thou hunteſt after theues / not that he 
holde receyue his owne that is robbed/ 
but leeſt it ſholde not be with the whiche 
is with the theues. How moche difference 
I p2ay the, is there bytwene the theues # 
the/ercepte peraduenture that they be the 
robbers ot marchaũtes / a thou the robber 
ot robbours. In concluſpon, excepte thou 
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A pꝛetr not 
for ſheryfſes 4 
other off cers. 


Capfo. xv. 
beare thyne oſtyce with this mynde / that 
thou be redy / a that with the loſſe, J wyll 
not ſaye of thy goodes, but of thy lyte, to 
defente that whiche is ryght / Chꝛyſt wyll 
not appꝛoue thy admynyſtracyon. J wyll 
adde alſo an other thynge of the mynde, a 
iudgement of Plato. No man is wozthp 
of an oltyce, whiche is gladly in an oſtyce. 
If thou be a pꝛynce / beware leeſt theſe pe⸗ 

Joo — ryllous wptches, the voyces of flatterers 
whiche is m enchaunt oꝛ bewytche the. Thou art a 
off ce agaynſt loꝛde / ouer the lawes thou art free / what 
bis wyll. ſo euer thou doeſt is honeſt / to the is law⸗ 
full what ſo euer thou lyſt. Thoſe thyngẽ 
pertayne not to the, whiche are pzeached 
dayly of pꝛeeſtes to the comune people. 
de oflüre be but thynke thou rather whiche is rrue, 
men ⁊ alſo of that there is one mapſter ouer all men / 
pꝛeeſtes. and he is Chꝛyſte Jeſus / to whome thou 
oughteſt to be as lyke as is pollpdle / to 
whome thou oughteſt to contyꝛme thy ſel 
fe in all thynges / as vnto hym certaynly 
Whole authonte oz rowme thou beareſt. 
No mi ought to folow his doctryne moze 
ſtraytly than thou / of whome he wyll af: 
ke accomptes more ſtraptly than of other. 
Thynke not foꝛthwith that to be ryght 
whiche thou wylte / but onely wyll thou 
whiche is ryght. what ſo euer may be fyl⸗ 
thy to any man in the wozlde / ſe thou 


| Lapko.rv. | 
thynke not that an honeſt thynge to the / 
but in no wyſe permytte to thy ſelte any 
thyng, whiche is vſed to be foꝛgyuen and 
pardoned amonge the comune 10zt. That 
whiche in other men ts but a ſmall treſ- 
pace / thynke in thy ſelte to be a greate 
outragyous exceſſe. Let not thy rycheile 
greater than the rycheſle of the comune 
people, bzinge vnto the honour, rcuerence 
e dignite, fauour, æ authoꝛite: but let thy 
maners better than the maners ofthe cõ⸗ 
mune people vtterly teſerue them. Suſtre 
not the cõmune people to wonder at thoſe 


Deſrꝛe but 
that whiche 
ty rrsht. 


The honeſty 


ot good mas 


thynges in the, wherwith are pꝛouoked x ners. 


entyſed the very ſame myſcheuous dedes, 
which thou punyũheſt dayly, Take away 
this wondꝛyng and pꝛayſe of rycheſſe / and 
where be theues / where be oppꝛeſſours of 
the comunc welth / where be comytters of 
ſacrylege / where be erraͤt theues and rob⸗ 
bers 02 reucrs? take away wodzyng at vo 
luptuouſnes / æ where be rauiſlhers of wo 


men / where be adulters? As often as thou 


wylt appere ſomwhat accoꝛding after thy 
degre amog thy frẽdes a ſubiectes, oꝛ them 
oucr whom thou beareſt offyce, rowme 02 
authonte / open not thy rycheile e treaſure 
to the eyen of folyſſhe pſones, whan thou 
wylt ſeme ſomwhat welthy, ſhewe not in 
bolt the tyottous example 3 

ij. 


ſten pꝛynces. 


Capło. xv. 
voluptuouſnes. Fyꝛſt ot᷑ all let them lerne 
in the to deſpyſe ſuche thynges / let them 
lerne to honour vertue, to haue meaſure 
in pꝛyce, to reioyce in temperaũce, to gyue 
honour to ſobze lowlyneſſe oz mekeneſſe. 
Let none of thoſe thynges be ſeen in thy 
maners and conuerſacvon / whiche thyne 
authoꝛite punyllheth in the maners & con 
uerſacyon ofthe people. Thou ſhalt ban- 
nyſſhe cuyll dedes in the beſt wyle,yfmen 
ſhall not ſe rycheſle # voluptuouſnes / the 
mater © groũde ofeuyl dedes to be magnt- 
fyed in the, Thou ſhalt not deſpyſe in com 
paryſon of thy ſelfe any man / no not the 
vyleſt of the loweſt degree / foꝛ comune & 
indifferft is the pꝛyce wherwith ye bothe 
were redemed. Let not the noyſe of ambt- 
cyon/neyther fyerſnts / neyther wepons / 
noꝛ men ofthe garde defende the from con 
tempte / but pureneſſe of lyuyng, graupte, 
maners vncoꝛrupte # ſounde from all ma⸗ 
ner vices ofthe comune people. Nothyng 


Me rule of crx foʒbyddeth (in bearynge rule) to kepe the 


chefe rowme / a yet in charite to diſcerne 
no rowme. Thynke braryng of rowne oz 
rule to be this / not to excell and go befoze 
other men in habundaũce of rycheſle/ but 
to pꝛofyte al men as moche as is poſſyble. 
Tourne not to thyne owne pfyte thyngr 
whiche are comune / but beſtowe thole 
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Capło. xb. 
thynges whiche be thyne owne / e thyne 
owne ſelfe all togyder vpon the comune 
welthe. The comune people oweth very 
many thynges to the / but thou oweſt all 
thynges to them. Though thyne eares be 
compelled to ſuffre names of ambycyon/ 
as mooſt myghty/mooſt chꝛiſtened / holy- 
nelle,+ maieſty / yet let thy mynte not be a 
knowen ot them / but referre al theſe thin- 
ges bnto Chꝛyſt, to whome onely they a⸗ 
gre. Let the cryme oftreſon agaynſt thyne 
owne pſon(whiche other with great woꝛ 


des make an haynous offence)be counted -rzemarenic 
ofthe a very trifle. He violateth þ mateſty of a pꝛxnce. 


ofa pꝛynce in dede / whiche in the pꝛynces 
name dothe any thyng cruelly, violently, 
myſcheuouſly contrary to ryght. Let no 
mans tniury moue the leſſe than p whiche 
ꝑtayneth to pꝛyuatly. Nemẽbꝛe thou art 
a comune pſone/# that thou oughteſt not 
to thinke but of that which is comune, It 
thou haue any courage with the a redy- 
neſſe of wytte / conſyder with thy ſelfe not 
how great a man thou art / but how great 
a charge thou beareſt on thy backe: e the 
moe in ieopardye thou art, ſo moche the 


leſſe fauour thyſelfe/fetchyng enſample of The maner « 
foꝛme of dering 
rule muß be fer 


mynyſtryng thyne oſtyce, not of thy pꝛede⸗ 
ceſſours, oꝛ cls of flaterers / but of Chꝛyſt: 
fo: what is moze 0 that 

ij. 


what is comly 
for pꝛynces. 


Chꝛyſte is the 
greateſt / he is 
alſo the beſt. 


Capło. xb. 
a chꝛyſten pꝛynce ſholde ſet beloꝛe hym fox 
an enſample, Hanyball, great Alexander, 
Leſar,oz Pompey / in ů whiche ſame per- 
ſones whan he can not attapne ſome cer⸗ 
tayne vercues / he ſhall counterfayte thoſe 
thinges moſte chefely, whiche onely were 
to be refuſed and auoyded. Let it not koꝛth 
withall be taken fo an enſample pt Ceſar 
haue done any thyng lauded in hyſtoꝛpes / 
but yf he haue done any thyng whiche va 
ryeth not fro the doctryne of our loꝛde Je⸗ 
fu Chꝛiſt / oꝛ els be ſuche, that though it be 
not woꝛthy to be coũtertayted, pet may it 
be applyed to 5 ſtudp oꝛ exerciſe of vertue. 
Let not an hole empyꝛe be ot ſo great vas 
lure to the, that thou woldeſt wytyngly 
ones bowe from the ryght: put of that 
rather than thou ſholdeſt put of Chꝛpſte. 
Doubte not Lhzyſte hath to make the a- 
ments fo: thempyꝛe refuſed, a ferre better 
thynge than thc empyze. Nothynge is fo 
comly, ſo excellẽt, fo g!02yous vnto kyng{ 
as to dꝛawe as nygh as is poſſyble vnto 
the ſymplytude of che hyeſt kynge Jeſu / 
whiche as he was the greateſt. ſo was he 
alſo the beſt. But that he was the greateſt 
that diſſymuled he. and hyd ſecrete here in 
erth: that he was the beſt/ that had he lc- 
uer we ſholde pceyue and fele / bycauſe he 
had leuer we ſholde coũterfapte that, He 
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Capo. xb. 
denyed his kyngdom to be ok this woꝛlde, 
whan he was loꝛde of heuen e erth alſo. 
But the pꝛynces ofthe gentyles vſe domp 
nyon bpon them. A chzyſten man exercy⸗ 
ſeth no power ouer his, but charite / # he 
whiche is the chefeſt, thynketh hym ſelfe 
to be mynyſter vnto all men / not mayſter 
oꝛ loꝛde. wherfoze J meruayle the moꝛe a The dergyis 
great deale, how theſe ambicyous names Jed Pam: 
ot power and dominion were bꝛought tn, dicton « yayne 
euen vnto the very popes and byſſhops/# tytles of na⸗ 
that our diuynes be not aſhamed no leſſe we 
vndiſcretly than ambicyouſly to be called 
euery where our mapſters / whan Chꝛyſte 
foꝛbade his diſctples, that they ſholde not 
ſuſtre to be called eyther loꝛdes oꝛ maiſters 
fo: we muſt remembze that one is in he⸗ 
uen bothe loꝛde a mayſter Chꝛyſte Jeſus / 
whiche ts alſo heed vnto vs all. Apoſtle, Fee. mes ef 
ſbepherde, byſſhop, be names ofoffyce, oz g 
ſeruyce / not of dominyon and rule. Pope, 
abbot, benames of loue / not of power. 

But why entre J in to that great ſec of þ 
comune errours? vnto what ſo euer kynte 
ol men be ſhal turne hymſelf/a very ſpüal 
man thall ſe many thyng{ whiche he map 
laugh at / a mo which he ought to wepe at 
he ſhal ſe very many opinyds to farre coꝛ⸗ 
rupt + varyeng fro the doctryne of Chꝛyſt 
bothe farre a wyde. Dfthe * a great 
ilij. 


Faplo.rv; 
parte ſpꝛyngeth there hence, that we haue 
dꝛought euen in to chuſtentom a certayne 
woꝛlde / and that whiche is redde of the 
woꝛlde amonge the olde diupnes / men of 
ſmall lernyng now adays referre to them 
whiche be not monkes, The woꝛlde in the 
gofpell with the apoſtles / with ſaynt Au- 
guſtyne, Ambzoſe, and Hierome, be called 
infydeles, ſtraungers from the fayth / the 
ennempes of the croſſe of Lhzyſt. Blaſphe 
mers ofgod,they that are ſuche care foꝛ to 
moꝛow and foꝛ the tyme to cõme / foꝛ who 
lo euer myſtruſteth Chꝛiſt, neyther byleue 
on hym / they be they which fyght & ſtryue 
fo: rycheſle, foꝛ rule, foz woꝛldly pleaſure, 
as men whiche blynded with deluſpons of 
ſencyble thynges, ſet theyꝛ myndes a hole 
aſtections vpon apparent good thynges, 
in ſtede of very good thinges. This woꝛlde 
bath not knowen Chꝛyſte the very e true 
lyght. This wozlde is all togyder ſet on 
myſchefe/loueth hym ſelfe / lyueth to hym 
ſelfe / ſtudyeth foꝛ hym ſelfe # fo: his owne 
pleaſure / and all foꝛ lacke he hath not put 
bpon hym Chꝛiſt, whiche is very and true 
charite. Fro this woꝛlde ſeparated Chꝛyſt 
not his apoſtles onely / but all men, who 
ſo euer and as many as he iudged woꝛthy 
ot hym. After what maner than e faſſyon 
I p2aye you, do we myngle with chꝛiſten⸗ 


Lapko,rv, 
dom this woꝛlde euery where in holy ſcri⸗ 
pture condempned? and with the vayne 
name ofthe woꝛlde, fauoure, flatter, and 
mayntapne our owne vyces? Man do- 
cours and teachers augment this peſty- 
lence/whiche coꝛrupting the woꝛde of god 
(as Paule ſayth) wꝛeſten and faſſyonen 
his holy ſcripture accoꝛdynge to the ma⸗ 
ners ot euery tyme / whan it were moꝛe cõ 


uenyent that the maners ſholde be adꝛel⸗ 


fed # amended by the rule ok his ſcripture, 
And no myſcheuouſer kynte of flatteryng 
veryly is there / than whan with the woꝛ⸗ 
des ofthe goſpel and of the pꝛophetes we 
flatter the diſeaſes of the mynde, anb cure 
them not. A pꝛynce heareth al power is of 
god: foꝛthwith (as the ꝓuerbe ſayth) his 
combe ryſeth. why hath þ ſcripture made 
the hygh oꝛ ſwellynge in mynde, rather 
than circumſpecte and carefull? Thynkeſt 
thou that god hath comyttcd to the an 
emppꝛe to be gouerned / and thinkeſt thou 
not that the ſame wyll requpꝛe of the a 


All power 
is of god» 


ſtrayte rekenynge of the oꝛdꝛyng therotk? 


The couetous ma heareth it to be fozbyd 


Thou ſhaite 
bnto chꝛyſten men to haue two cotes at — 


ones. The diupne interpꝛeteth the ſecond 
cote to be what ſo euer ſholte be ſuperflu⸗ 
ous x mote than pnough foꝛ the neceſlite 
ot nature, ſholde apertayne to the diſeaſe 


cot. 


A newotder 
of charities 


Lapko.rv, 
of couetouſneſſe: that ts very well ( ſayth 
the groſſe felowe ) foꝛ J yet lacke very ma⸗ 
ny thynges. The naturall wyſe man. and 
colde from charite heareth this to be the 
oꝛdꝛe of charite / that thou ſholdeſt regarde 
t ſet moꝛe ot thyne owne money, than ot 
an other mans / of thyne owne lyk, than of 
an other mans / ot᷑ thyne owne fame, than 
ot an other mans. wpl therfoze layth he 
gyue nothynge. leeſt paduenture J ſholde 
lacke my ſelfe. J wyll not defente another 
mans good fame oꝛ good name / leſt myne 
owne be ſpotted therby. J wyl foꝛſake mp 
bꝛother in ieopardy / leeſt I my ſelfe ſholde 
fall in peryll alſo. To ſpeke ſhoꝛtly, J wyl 
lyue all togyder to my ſelfe, that no incõ⸗ 
modite cõme to me fo2 any other mannes 
cauſe, we haue alſo lerned, yf holy men 
haue done any thyng not to be coũtertap⸗ 
ted oꝛ folowed, to take that onely of them 
t dꝛawe it in to the enſample of lyuynge. 
Adulterers a murderers flateren t clawen 
them ſelues with the example of Daupd. 
Suche as gapeth after wozldly rycheſſe, 


lap agaynſt vs foꝛ their excuſe ryche Abꝛa⸗ 


ham. Pꝛinctes whiche coũte it but a ſpoꝛte 
oꝛ paſtyme euety where to coꝛrupte & des 
fyle virgyns / nombꝛe # reken vp. to cloke 
theyꝛ vyce, the quenes # cocubynes of Sa 
lomon. Thep whole belp is theyz god / 


drab be be EY +4 6 


Lapko.rv, 
layeth fo: they? excuſe tye dꝛonkenneſſe of 
— — whiche pollute thetr owne 

ynſwomen / cloke # couer their fylthynes 
with thenſiple of Loth / whiche lay with 
his owne doughters. why tourne we our 
eyen from Chꝛyſt to theſe men? J dare be 
bolde to ſay that it ought not to be coun⸗ 
terfayted # folowed / no not ſo moche as 
in the pꝛophetes oꝛ Chꝛyſtes apoſtles ve⸗ 
tyly,yf any thynge ſwarue oꝛ wꝛpe fr the 
doctryne of Chꝛpſt But pt it delvte men lo 


greatly to coũtertfapte holy ſynners / J do Nothynge 


1 - Otig he to be 
not gaynſaye them / ſo that they counter connterfeyted 


folowed Daupd tn adultery / moche moe fro 


fayte them hole all togyder. Thou bait 


folowe hym in repentaunce. Thou haſt 
counterfayted Mary Magdalepne a ſyn⸗ 
ner / counterfayte her alſo louyng moche / 
counterfayte her wepynge / counterfayte 
her caſtynge her ſelte downe at the fete of 
Jeſu. Thou haſt perſecuted the churche of 
god, as Paule dyd / thou haſt foꝛſwoꝛne 
thy ſcife as Peter dyd : Se lykewyſe that 
thou ſtretche foꝛth thy necke foꝛ the fayth 
and relygyon of Chꝛyſte after the enſam⸗ 
ple ot᷑ Paule / and that thou feare not the 
croſſe no moꝛe than Peter. Foꝛ this cauſe 
god ſuſtreth euen greate and ryght excel⸗ 
lent men alſo to fall in to certayne vy⸗ 
ces / that we whan we haue fallen, ſholde 


man 
not Abꝛaham. 


Creſus. 


Laplo.rv. 
not deſpapꝛe: but with this condicyon/yf 
that we, as we haue ben they: felowes in 
ſynnyng e doyng amyſſe / eucn ſo wyll be 
theyz companyons and parteners in the 
amendynge ot our ſynnes and myſdedes. 
Now do we greatly pzayſe and magnifye 


we turnegood that ſame thynge whiche was not to be 
tyrnsꝭ to cnyll 


counterfayted and folowed / and certayne 
thynges whiche were well done ofthem/ 
we do depꝛaue and coꝛrupte / after the ma⸗ 
ner of ſpyders ſuckynge out the poyſon 
onelp / yf any be therin / oꝛ els tournynge 
euen the holſome iuce alſo in to popſon 
to out ſelues. what dothe Abꝛahams en⸗ 
ſample belonge to the / whiche makeſt of 
thy money thy god? Bycauſe he was en⸗ 
ryched with encreaſe of catell (god ma⸗ 
kynge his ſubſtaunce and goodes pꝛolpe⸗ 
rouſiy to multyplye) and that in the olde 
lawe,which was but carnal: ſhall it ther- 
foꝛe be lawfull to the whiche art a chzy- 
ſten man / by ryght oz wꝛonge / by hoke oz 
croke / trom whence ſo euer it be / to heape 
togyther the rycheſſe of Lreſus, whiche 
thou mighteſt eyther cuyll ſpende &lewd- 
ly waſte / oꝛ elles(Whiche ts a greate deale 
woꝛſe) byde and burye mooſt couetouſip, 
depe in the grofide. How lytell Abꝛaham 
dyd ſet his mynde vpon his goodes & ry⸗ 
cheſte/ whiche came to hym haboüũdantly 
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Lapko.rv. 
by theyz owne accoꝛde / euen this thynge 
map be an cuydent token and p2ofe, that 
without delay at the voyce of god comaii 
ding hym, he bꝛought foꝛth his onely ſone 
to be ſlapne. How moche thynkeſt thou 
deſpyſed he his dzoues of oxen, whiche 
deſpyſed euen his owne ſone? And thyn⸗ 
keſt thou whiche dꝛeameſt nothynge els 
but of fplthy lucre & aduauntage / whiche 
pꝛapſeſt and ſetteſt by nothyng but onely 
money / whiche art redy as ſoone as there 


chaunce any hope of lucte / be it neuer ſo 1 


Iytell/ epther to decepue thy bꝛother / oz to 
ſet Chꝛyſt at naught / that there is any ſy⸗ 
mplytude oꝛ lyke thynge bytwene the and 
Abꝛaham? The ſymple a innoctt wenches 
the doughters ol Loth, whan they beheld 
all the regyon roũde about on euer parte 
bꝛennynge and flamynge with fyꝛe / and 
ſuppoſed that it which was than in ſyght 
aloꝛe their eyen had ben all hole woꝛlde / 
and that no man was pꝛeſerued from that 
ſo large and waſtfull fyꝛe: but onely they 
ſelues / lay pꝛyuelp # by ſtelthe with theyꝛ 


o wne father / not ofa fylthy, but vertuous 


E holy purpoſe / that is to wyte, leeſt none 
yſſue ot᷑mankynde ſholde haue remayned 
after them / and that whan this pꝛecepte 
ot god ( growe and multyply / was as yet 
m full vygour and ſtrengthe. And dareſt 


Redy to des 
cepue thy bꝛo 


er fo: monex. 


Capto. xb. 
thou compare thy fylthy and pꝛodigpous 
voluptuouſnes and lechery, with the dede 
of theſe wenches? Nay J wolde not doute 

e weoͤlocke to counte thy matrymony not ſo good as 

—— —— theyꝛ inceſt comytted with they? father / 

inceſt of loths vt in matrymony thou doeſt not ſtudy foz 

doughter .. pfllue / but to ſatyſtye thyne owne volup⸗ 
tuous appetyte 02 luſt. ¶ Daupd after ſo 


The myidedcs many excellent and noble enſamples of 


oi Hanes ot bo vertue and good lyuyng ſhewed, fell ones 
ly men we palſe in to adultery, by occaſyon and opoꝛtu⸗ 
farre nowe a: nyte gyuen hym: and (ball it be lawfull 


da yes / ⁊ that * 
many wa reo. therfoze to the ſtreyghtwaye at thy lyber⸗ 


tye, to roll, walter and tomble from houſe 
to houſe in other mennes beddes all thy 
lyfe longe? Pcter ones foꝛ feare ok dethe 
deuped his mayſer Chꝛylle / koꝛ whole (a- 
ke afterwarde he dyed with good wpll: 
Shall it belawfull thyukelt thou to the 
to foꝛſwere thy (cle foꝛ eucry tt fle? au⸗ 
le ſynned not purpoſely and foꝛ the no- 
nes / but teil through ignoꝛaunce: whan 
he was warned and taught / he repented 
toꝛthwith, and came in to the tight wape. 
Thou bothe ware and wyle / and ſeynge 
what thou doeſt / wytyngly and wyllyng 
ly contynueſt from youth to age in vyces 


and ſynnes / and pet by the cuſample of. 


Paule stroke thou thyne owne heed. 
Mathewe beynge comaunded but with 


* an 
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Capo. xb. 
one woꝛde / without any taryeng / at ones 
vtterly fozſoke all his offpce of receyupng 
cuſtome oꝛ tollage: but thou art ſo lwoꝛ⸗ 
ne and maryed to thy money, that ney⸗ 
ther ſo many enſamples of holy men, ney⸗ 
ther the goſpelles ſo often herde / noꝛ ſo 
many pꝛeachynges can deuoꝛce oꝛ plucke 
the from it. The byſſhoppes ſaye vnto 
me / ſaynt duguſtyne (as it is redde) had 
two ſouerapgne ladyes oꝛ concubynes: 


pea but he than was an hethen man / and 8 Tranfgd, Je 
we be nouryſlhecd vp in chꝛyl endomt: he had but one 
was yonge / and our heedes be hooze foz at ouca. 


age. A wozſbypfull comparyſon / bycauſe 
that he beynge yonge/and alſo an hethen 
man, to auoyde the ſnares of matrymo⸗ 
ny, had a lytell wenche,in ſtede ofa wyfe/ 
and yet to her whiche was not his wyke. 
kepte he the pꝛomeſſe of wedlocke. Shall 
tt be therfo2e the leſſe ſhame fo? vs chuſten 
men beynge olde,beynge p2eeites, yea be⸗ 
png byſſhoppes, to be all togyder (ſpotted 
© fyled in cucry puddle one alter an other 
ot bodyly luſtes? Farcwele good maners 
whan we haue gyuen to vices the names 
of vertues / and haue begon to be moze 
wyly and ſubtyle in defendynge our vy⸗ 
ces / than diligent to amende them / mooſt 
ſpecyally whan we haue lerned to nou⸗ 
tyſſhe, to vnderſet, and to ſtrengthe our 


barke cucry 
where 98241 
the dedes of 
other men. 


Laplo:rv; 
frowarde opinyons/With the helpe & ayte 
of holy ſcripture. Thou thertoꝛe my moſte 
lwete bzother (the comune people al togy 
der ſet at naught with they? bothe opiny- 
ons # dedes) purely # holly haſten p vnto 
the chꝛiſten ſecte what ſo euer in this lyfe 
apcreth to thy ſenlyble powers, eyther to 
be hated oz loued/ all þ foz the loue ofpite 
E vertuous lyfe indiſterently deſpyſed/ let 
Lhzyſt onely to the be ſuticient/the onely 
aucour bothe of true tudgynge, & alſo of 
bleſſed lyuyng. And this veryly the woꝛlde 
thynketh to be pure folyllhnes c madnes: 
neuertheleſſe by this foliſſhnes it pleaſeth 
god to ſaue them whiche on hym byleue. 
And he is happely a foole, that is wyſle in 
Chꝛyſte:ę he is wofully wyſe, is folyſſhe 


A m3 may not in Chꝛyſte. But heareſt thou, as J wolde 


haue the to vary ſtrongly from þ comune 
people / ſo J wold not that thou ſhewyng 
a poynt ofcurriſhnes,ſholdeſt euerywhere 
barke agaynſt Þoptnyons t dedes of other 
men / a with authoꝛite condempne them / 
pꝛattle odyouſiy agaynſt al men / furyouſ⸗ 
ly pꝛeche agaynſt þ lyuyng of cucty pſone 
leeſt thou purchace to thy (elfe two cuyls 
togyder. The one that thou ſholdeſt fall in 
to hate of all men: the other, that whan 
thou art hated thou ſholdeſt do good to no 
man. But be thou all thynges to all men / 


a ways wy od Un eee 
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to wynne all men to Lhzyfl, as moche ag 
map be (pite not offended). So ſhape and 
faſſyon thy ſelf to al men outwardly/that 
within thy purpoſe remapne ſure, ſtedfaſt 
Epnmoued. withoutfoꝛth, let gentylnes, 
courteys language, ſoftnes, pꝛoſitablenes 
allure + entyte thy bzother / whome it is 
mete with fayze meanes to be induced to 
Chꝛpſt / not to be feared with cruelneſſe. 
In cõcluſion, that which is in thy bꝛeſt is 
not ſo greatly to be roꝛed foꝛth with cruel 
woꝛdes, as to be declared and vttred with 
honeſt maners. And agayy thou oughteſt 
not ſu to fauour the infirmifeofþcomune 
people, thou durſt not at a tyme ſtrong- 
ly defende the verite: with humanite men 
mult be amended/and not decepued. 


¶ The ſeuenth rule, Lapfo.rvf. 


Oꝛe ouer pt᷑ thꝛugh infancye æ feble⸗ 

nes of mynde we can not as pet at- we muſt ſtyn 
tayne to theſe ſpirituall thyngẽ / we ought be aymm pus 
neuertheleſle to ſtudy not the luggyſſher Jupp 0 Ts 
one deale/ that at the leeſt we may dꝛawe ;ay1 to che tops 
as nygh as is poſſyble. How be it, the ve⸗ 

ty c compendpous wap to felicite is / pt at 

ones we ſhall turne our hole mynde to the 
contemplacyon #4 beholdynge of celeſtpall 

thyng; lo feruftly/p as the body bꝛyngeth 


Capto. xbi. 
with hym his ſhadow / euen ſo the loue ol 
Chꝛpſt, the loue ot eternal thing; a honeſt 
map bzyng with hym naturallp, the loth⸗ 
ſomnes of thynges caduke 4 tranlytozy,# 
the hate ofthyng; fylthy.Foz eytherneceſ 
ſaryly foloweth the other: a one with þ 
other eyther augmenteth oz mynyſlheth. 
As moche as thou (halt pfyte in ploue of 
Lhaiſt,ſo moche ſhalt thou hate$ woꝛlde. 
The moꝛe thou ſhalt loue & ſet by thyng? 
inuiſpble, the moꝛe vyle (hall ware things 
bayne # momentany. we mult therfoze do 
euen that ſame inthe diſciplyne of vertue, 
whiche Fabius counſepleth to be done in 
ſcyences 02 facultees of lernynge / that we 
at ones, pꝛece vp to the beſt. whiche thing 
pet pt though our owne faute wyll not 
come to paſſe:the nexte of all is, that we 
at the leeſt may by certayne naturall pꝛu⸗ 
dence abſtayne fro great vices /a kepe our 
ſelke(as moche as may be) hole e ſoũde to 
the benefycence of god. Fo2 as that body 
ts nere vnto helthe / whiche (though it be 
waſted ) is free pet out of the daunger of 
noyſome humours: cuen fo is that mynde 
moꝛe receyuable of benefyte ot god / whi⸗ 
che is not pet inqupnate oz defyled with 
greuous off:ces/though ſhe lacke pet true 
e perkyte vertue. It we be to weyke to fo⸗ 
lowe the apoſtles, to folowe the martyzs, 
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ty many, whan they neyther knewe god, 
whome they ſholde dꝛede / neyther byle- 
ued any hell, whome they ſholde feare: pet 
determyned they, that a man ought by all 
crattes to auoyde and eſchewe fylthyneſſe 
foꝛ the thynge it ſelte. Jn ſo moche, that 
many of them choſe rather to ſuſtre the 
loſſe of fame, loſſe of goodes / in conclu⸗ 
lyon to ſuſtte loſſe of lyte, than to departe 
from honcũpe. If lynne it ſelte be luche a 
maner thynge / that foꝛ no comodytees 03 
mcõmodytecs pꝛoſtered to man, it ought 
to be comptted : certapnly yf neyther the 
tuſtyce of god feare vs / neyther his bene⸗ 
ficcuce diſcourage vs, and mouc vs to the 
contrarye / yt no hope of immoꝛtalite oz 
feare of eternall payne call vs abacke/oꝛ 
elles yf the veray naturall fylthyneſſe of 
ſynne withdꝛawe vs not / whiche coude 
withdzawe the myndes of the veray gen⸗ 


tyles, at the leeſtwaye let a thouſande in- Ponger in thy 
comodytees whiche accopany the ſynner mne the in 


in this lyte,put a chzyſten man in feare,as 
inkamp, loſſe oꝛ waſte of goodes, poucrty, 
the cotempte and hate of good men, grefe 
of mynde, vnquyecueſſe and 1 of 

ij. , 


LCapko.rvz:; 
to folowe the virgyns/at the leeſtway let If thou cannot 
vs not compytte that the Ethnykes oz he- 1— 
then men ſholde ſeme to ouer ronne vs not yet inferior 
in this playne oꝛ lyſtes. Ofthe whiche ve- to hethen mens 


Capto. xv. 

tonſcyence mooſt myſerable ok all / whiche 
though many feale not now pꝛeſentlp / ey⸗ 
ther bycauſe they be blynded with dulnes 
of pouth / oꝛ made dꝛonke with the volup⸗ 
tuouſnes & pleaſure of ſynne / pet ſhal they 
feale it here after: and playnly the later it 
an moche the moꝛe vnhappelyp 

all they feale it. wherfoze yonge men 
moſt ſpectally muſt be warned & exhozted, 
that they wolde rather byleue ſo many 
authozs, that this is the very nature and 
pꝛoperte of ſynne in dede, than with myſe- 
rable # wofull experyence lerne it in them 
ſelte. And that they wolde not cotamynate 
no: tefyle they; lyfe,befoze they knewe (us 
rely what lyfe ment.yfLhuſt be to 5 vyle, 
to whome thou art ſo coſtly/at ÿ leeſtway 
koz thyne owne ſake refrayne thy ſelfe fro 
fylthy thynges. And though it be very pc- 
rylous to tary anywhyle in thts ſtate / as 
bytwene thze wayes(as it ts in p puerbe) 
neuertheleſſe vnto them whiche can not 
as pet clym vp to the pure, ꝑtyte, excellet 
vertue / it (hal not be a lytel pfitable to be 


Heare that is in the ciuyle oꝛ moꝛal vertues, rather than 


in cyuyll oz mo 


to ronne hedlong in to all kynde of vices # 
vnclenlynes. Here is not 5ᷣ teſtyng place # 
quiet hauen of telicite / but from hence is a 
ſhoꝛter tourney & an eaſper ſtapꝛe vp to fe⸗ 
licite, In the meane ſealon foz all that, we 
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| fo.rvbif. 
mut pꝛaye — he wyll vouchſate to 


plucke vs vp to better thynges. 
CThe eyght rule. Capło.xbij. 


1 the ſtoꝛme of temptacion ſhal ryſe 
agaynſt the ſomwhat thycke z gre- 
uouſly/begyn not fo:thwithall to be diſcd 
tent with thyſelt, as though foꝛ that cauſe 
god eyther cared not foꝛ the / oꝛ fauoured 
the not / 02 thou ſholdeſt be but an eaſpe 


chuſten man / oꝛ els the leſſe pfyte: but ra⸗ 


ther gyue thãkes to god. bycauſe he inſtru 
cceth the as one which ſhal be his heyꝛe in 
tyme to cõme / bycauſe he beateth oz ſcour 
geth þ as his moſt ſingular beloued ſone / 
and pueth the as his aſſured frende. It is 
à very great token, a man to be reiecte frõ 
the mercy ot god whã he ts bered with no 
temptacyons. Let come to thy mynde the 
apoſtle Paule, whiche obteyned to be ad⸗ 
mytted #receyued vnto the myſterpes of 
the thyꝛde heuen / pet was he beaten of the 
aũgell ofſathan. Let come to remebzaſice 
the frende of god Job: remembꝛe Jerom, 
Benedict, Frauncys, a with theſe innume 
rable other holy fathers vered a troubled 
ok very great vices. yt that which thou ſuf 
freſt be comen to ſo greate men / be comen 
to ſo many men, as well as _ what 

D. U]. 


Temptacron 
is a ſygne ihat 
god loueth vo. 


Capło.xbiij. 
cauſe is there wherkoꝛe thou ſholdeſt be 
ſmytte out of countenaunce / ſholdeſt be 
abaſſhed oꝛ fall in to deſpayꝛe? enfoꝛce ras 
ther and ſtryue that thou mayſt ouercõme 
as they dyd / god ſhall not foꝛſake the / but 
with temptacion ſhall cauſe encreaſe, that 
thou mayſt be able to endure. 


¶ The nynth rule. Capto. xvitj. 


we muſt euer S expert capteyns are wot to cauſe 
Epewatches whan all thinges are quiet at reſt x 
at peace / that the watche neuertheleſſe be 
dewly kept: lykewyſe ſe thou þ thou haue 
alway thy mynde watchyng # circũſpecte 
Let temptaciõ àgainſt the ſodepn aſſaute ofthyne enemy 
be hoid downe (fo2 he euer copaſſeth roũde about, ſekyng 
at the begyn⸗ whom he myght truour) that thou mayſt 
—2 4g be the moꝛe redy,as ſoone as he aſſauteth 
the, to put hym backe maͤtully. to cõfoũde 
hym, x foꝛthwith to trede vnderfote þ heed 
of the peſtyferous poyſon ſerptt. Foꝛ he 
is neuer ouercome, eyther moꝛe cafely. oꝛ 
The chyldren moꝛe ſurely + ꝑfytly, than by that meanes 
of babylou ſys Thertoꝛe it is a very wiſe poynt, to daſſhe 
ſtyche or >8e- the yong chyldꝛen ofbabilon (as ſoone as 
ciõ / oꝛ the fyꝛſt they be bozne againſt the ſtone, whiche ts 
mocyos to ſy. Chꝛpſt / oꝛ they growe ſtronge æ greate. 


¶ The toath rule. Caplo.xix. 


Rm rener 


77. A. > ĩð⁊2 A 


Capfo. xix. et. xx. 
18 the tempter is put backe moſt of gemeayes as 
all by this meanes. yt thou ſhalt ey⸗ gamſt tept acid 

ther vehemẽtly hate, abhoꝛte e detye, e in a 

maner ſpyt at hym ſtreyghtway, whan ſo 

teuer he entyceth a moueth the with any 
temptacyon:oꝛ els yfthou pay feruently/ 

92 gete thy ſelfe to ſome holy occupacyon/ 

ſettyng thyne hole mpnde thervnto : oꝛ yt 

thou make anſwere to the tempter with 

woꝛdes fet out of holy ſcripture, as J haue 

warned the befoze. In whiche thynge ve⸗ 

ryly it ſhall not pfyte meanly agaynſt all 

kynde of tẽptacion, to haue ſome certayne 

ſentences pꝛepared # redy / ſpecyally thoſe 

with whiche thou baſt felte thy mynde to 

be moued and tered vehemently, 


CThe.xj.rule, Capto. xx. 


wo daungers chefely folowe good 

men / one leeſt in temptacyon they The night fay: 
gyue vp theyꝛ holde. An other leeſt after !7/3fearelecit 
the victozy, in they; conſolacyon and ſpt- gyer2ome. 
rituall tope,thep ware wanton, and ſtan⸗ 
de in they; owne conceyte / oꝛ elles pleaſe — — of 
them ſelfe. Therfoze that thou mayſt be pad. Lee 
ſure, not onely from the nyght feare, but 
alſo from the deuyll of myddaye: loke Remẽbꝛe tho 
whan thyne ennemy ſtereth the vnto fyl⸗ rte ableto do 


thy thynges, that thou ** 3 thyne Chr 


jj 
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Fapfo.rr. 
owne feblenes oꝛ weyknes / but remfbie 
onely that thou canſt do all thynges in 
Chꝛyſte / whiche ſayd not to his apoſtles 
onelp / but to the alſo + to all his mebꝛes, 
euen the very loweſt, Haue confidence. foz 


I haue ouercõme 5 woꝛlde. Agayn whan 


lo euer, eyther after thyne ennemy is ouer 
come/ oꝛ in doyng ſome holy woꝛke / thou 
ſhalt fele thy mynde inwardly to be cöfoꝛ⸗ 
ted with certeyn pꝛeuy delectacions: than 
beware diligently ß thou aſcrybe nothing 
therofvnto thyne owne merit / but thake 
onelp the free benefycence ot᷑ god foꝛ all to 
gyder / a holde downe e refrayne thy lelfe 
with the woꝛdes of Baule / ſapinge. what 
haſt thou, that thou haſt not receyued ? pf 
thou haue receyued it / why reioyceſt thou 
as though thou haddeſt not recepued it? 
And ſo agaynſt this double myſcheke, ſhall 
there be a double remedy / yk thou in the 
conflict myſtruſtyng thyne owne ſtrength 
doeſt flee foꝛ ſocour vnto thy heed Chꝛyſt / 
puttynge the hole truſt ot conquerynge in 
the benyuolence of hym onely. And pf al- 
ſo in the ſpirytuall confozte and conſola⸗ 
cyon thou immedpatly gyue thankes to 
bym fo his benefyte / humbly knowynge 
and confeſſpnge thyne vnwoꝛthpneſſe. 


CThe.xrif.rule. Caplo.xxj. 
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nempes, thynke it not ynough fo 

the to auoyde his ſtroke / oz put it 
backe / excepte thou alſo take þ wepon fro 
bym mankully / æ laye therwith agayne at 
the owner / kyllynge hym with his owne 
ſwoꝛde. That (hall come to paſſe on this 
wyſe. yfwhi thou art ꝓuoked vnto eupll 
thou do not onely abſtayne fro ſynne: but 
therof doeſt take vnto the an occaſpon of 
bertue. And as poetes clegatly fayne that 


Fapfo.rrf. 
(0k an thou fyghteſt with thyne en 


Hercules dyd growe a was alſo hartened Of temptacion 
takc eurr an oc 


callo of vertue. 


in courage thꝛough the daũgers that Ju- 
no put vnto hym ofdiſpleaſure: thou lyke 
Wyle gyue alſo attendaũce, that by the tn- 
ſtigactos ot thyne ennemp, not onely thou 
be not þ wozſe, but rather be made moche 
better. Thou art ſtered vnto bodylp luſt / 
knowe thy weyknes / e alſo lay apart ſom 
what the moꝛe of lawful pleaſures / adde 
ſome encreaſe vnto chaſte a holy occupact- 
ons. Thou art pꝛycked vnto couetouſnes 
& nyggyſſhe kepyng:encreaſe almes dedes. 
Thou art moued vnto vayne gloꝛy:ſo mo 
che the moze humble thy ſelfe in al thinge. 
And thus ſhall it be brought aboute, that 
euer temptacyon map be a certeyn rene-. 


Let tẽptaerõ⸗ 


be euer the rea 


wing of thy holy purpoſe / an encreaſe of newyng of thy 
pite & vertuous lyuyng. And veryly other holy purpoſe. 


meanes is there none at ak ofſo great ver 
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After one ba: . 


8aile we muſt 


Lapko.rxif. 
tue and ftrengthe to vaynquyſſhe # ouers 
thꝛowe our ennemy: fo2 he ſhal be afrayde 
to puoke the a freſſhe / leeſt he whiche res 
toyſeth to be the begynner # chefe capteyn 
of wyckedneſſe, ſholde mpnyſtre an occa⸗ 
ſyon of pite / vertue and godlyneile. 


¶ The. xiij.rule. Capto. xxii. 


Ut alway take hede that thou fyght 

with this mynde # hope/ as though 
that (old be the laſt fyght that euer thou 
ſhalte haue, yf thou gete the oucr hande. 
Foz it may be that the benigntte of god 
wyll gyue # graũte this tewarde vnto thy 
bertue and noble acte: that thyne ennemy 
ones oucrcome to his ſhame / hall neuer 
afterward come vpon the agayn.A thyng 
whiche we rede to haue happened to dy⸗ 
uerſe holy men. Neyther byleueth Oꝛp⸗ 
gene agaynſt reaſon / that whan chꝛyſten 
men ouercõme:than is the power of they 
ennemyes myniſſhed/whyles aduertary 
ones put backe mankullp / is neuer (uffred 
to returne agam to make a frefthe bataile. 
Be bolde therfoze in the cõ flict to hope foz 
ppetual peace. But agapn after thou haſt 
ouercome / ſo behaue thy ſelfe, as though 
thou ſholdeſt go agayne to fyght ſtreyght 
wape / foz after one temptacyen, we muſt 


as 


5 
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, Lapko. rritj. 
loke euer foꝛ an other: we may neuer de- 
parte fro our harneys æ wepons: we may 
neuer foꝛſake our ſtanding: we may neuer 
leaue of watche, as longe as we warre in 
the garryſon ofthis body. Euery mi muſt 
haue alway that ſayinge ofthe pphete in 
his herte/J wyll kepe my ſtandynge. 


CThe.xritij.rule. Capto. xxiij. 
E muſt take very good hede that 
we teſpyſe not any vyce as lyght. 
Foz no ennemp ouercõmeth ofte⸗ 


ner, than he which is not ſet of. In which 
thing J pceyue not a fewe me to be great- 


ly deceyued:foꝛ they deceyue theſelf, whyle Some men fa: 
they fauour thẽ elf i one 02 two vices / whi der they: owne 
che euery mã after his own appetite thin- dee 


keth to be vental / ⁊ al other greuouſiy ab⸗ 
hoꝛreth. A great parte ot them whiche the 
comune people calleth pfyte # vncoꝛrupt / 
gretly defycth theft,ertozcio,murter,adu!- 
tery,inceſt: but ſingle foznicacion & mode⸗ 
rate vſe of voluptuous pleſures as a (mal 
treſpace they retuſe not all, Some one mi 
beyng vnto all other thynges vncozruvte 
ynough:ts ſomwhat a good dꝛynker / is in 
tyot and expenſes ſomwhat waſtefull. An 
other is ſomwhat liberal of his tonge. An 
other is combꝛed with vantte, vaingloꝛp a 


Lapfo.rriif. | 
boſtynge. At the laſt what byce (hall we 
-  —wal lacke,yf euery man after this maner ſhall 
* fauourhts owne vyce? It is an eupdet to⸗ 
kt, that thoſe men whiche fauour any vice 
at all,ſholte not truly poſſeſſe þ other ver- 
tues: but rather ſome ymages of vertues, 
whiche eyther nature oꝛ bꝛyngyng vp/fy- 
nally very cuſtom hath graffed i þ myndes 
ofthe very gẽtyles. But he ÿ with chuſten 
hatred abhozreth any one vice, muſt nedes 
abhozre al, Foz he whoſe mynde true cha⸗ 
rite hath ones poſſeſſed, hateth indiſterẽt⸗ 
ly the hole hoſt of euyll thyngẽ , a flatereth 
not hymſelfſo moche as tn vental ſynnes, 
leeſt he myght fall a lytell ꝭ᷑ a lytel fro the 
ſmalleſt to the greateſt. And whyle be is 
neclygent in lyght thynges myght fall fro 
— — the chefeſt thyngẽ of all. And though thou 
dur kurlles be as yet canſt not plucke vp by the rotes the 
rake a waye / « hole generact6 of vices: neuertheleſſe ſom 
of good ting What of our euyl ppertes muſt be plucked 
be awape day by day / #ſomthynge added to 
good maners. After þ maner diminiſſheth 
02 augmenteth v great hepe of Heſtodus, 

ebyttern 1 

, Tue. xb. rule. Lapfo.xritif. 
red — — Fthe labour whiche thou muſt take 
Folowett) * in the coflict of tẽptacyon, ſball feare 
ſynne- the/this ſhall be a remedy. Se thou com- 


Lapfo.rritif. 

are not the grefeofrhe fight with the ple 

ure of the ſynne: but matche me the pſent 
bytternes ofthe fight,with pbytternes of 
the ſynne hereafter whiche foloweth hym 
that is onerthzowen, # than ſet the pſent 
ſwetnes ofthe ſynne whiche entyſeth the, 
with the pleaſure ofthe victozy hereafter/ 
t with the triquilltte of mynde whiche fo 
loweth him that fyghteth luſtely: a anone 
thou ſhalt pceyue how vnequall a cõpaty 
ſon there (hall be. But in this thyng they 
which be but lytel circiiſpect are decepued, 
bycauſe they copare the diſpleaſure of the 
fyght,with the pleaſure ofthe ſynne / and 
conſyder not what foloweth the one and 
the other. Foꝛ there foloweth him whiche 
is ouercome, grete bothe moꝛe paynfull a 
great deale, alſo of longer contynuaũce: 
than he ſbolde haue had in tyme of fyght/ 
pt he had wonne þ victozy. And lykewyſe 
there foloweth the coquerours moze plea 
ſure by a great deale # of loger enduraũce: 
than was the pleaſure whiche caryed him 
in to ſynne that was ouercome. whiche 
thynge he ſhall lyghtly iudge / that hath 
had the pꝛofe of bothe. But no man that 
is chꝛyſtened ought to be ſo outryght a 


b P ꝛou 
cowarde, though he were dayly ſubdued whatitſh be 


to ouercome. 


of temptacpon: but that he ſholde ones at 
the leeſt do his endeuopꝛe to pꝛoue what 


ſo 


Abe 


Caplo.xxb. 
thynge it is to ouercõme tẽptacvon. whi⸗ 
che thyng the oftencr he ſhall do / the plea⸗ 
ſaũter (hall the vid oꝛy be made vnto him, 


¶ The. xvi.rule. Caplo.xxv. 


At yf at any tyme it (hal foꝛtune the 
to tecepue a deedly wounde / beware 
leeſt by c by (thy ſhelde caſt aw ay and we⸗ 

pons foꝛſaken) thou yelte thy (elf to thyne 

ennempes handes. whiche thynge J haue 

percepued to happen — — K — 

| myndes naturally arc ſomwhat feble an 

be teu lotte without reünence / p after they were 
be oucrcome. ones ouerthꝛowen / they ſeaced to wꝛaſtle 
any moꝛe / but permitted a gaue themſelfe 

al togyder vnto atfections / neuer thinking 

any moꝛe to recouer theyꝛ liberty agayne. 

To to moche periious is this weyknes of 

ſpiryte / whiche now e than, though it be 

not coupled with the woꝛſt wyttes in the 

woꝛlde / pet is it wonte to bꝛynge to that 

poynt which is woꝛſt of al / to deſperacion 
beryly.Againft this weyknes therkoꝛe thy 

mynde muſt be afozchate armed with this 

rule / that after we haue fallen in to ſynne 

not onely we ſholde not deſpapꝛe, but coũ 

terfayte bolde men of warte / whome not 

ſeldome ſhame of rebuke and grefe of the 

Woude recepued, not oncly putteth not to 


Lapko.rxv. 


In lyke caſe alſo, after that we haue ben 
bought in to deedly ſynne / let vs haſte a- 
none to come agayn to our ſelfe, a to take 
a good hert to vs / to repapꝛe agayne the 
rebuke # ſhame of the fall, with newe cou 
rage and luſtyneſſe ot vertue. Thou ſhalt 
heale one woũde ſooner than manp: thou 
ſhalt eaſlyer cure a freſſhe wounde, than þ 
whiche is now olde # putrifyed. Confozte 
thy ſelte with that famous verſe whiche 
Demoſtenes ts ſayd to haue vled. A man 
that fleeth, wyll yet fyght agayne. Call to 
rem bꝛaũce Dauid the pphete, Salomon 
the kyng, Peter a capteyn of the churche, 
Paule the apoſtle / ſo great lyghtes ot ho⸗ 
lyneũſe. in to what great ſynnes koꝛ al that 
they fell. whiche al gaduẽture cue foꝛ this 
cauſe god ſuttred to fall / leeſt thou whan 
thou haddeſt fallen ſholdeſt teſpeyze.Kyſe 
bp agayn thertoꝛe vpon thy fete, but that 
quyckly,+ with a luſty courage / ⁊ go to it 
a freſſhe,bothe fyerſer a alſo moꝛe circums 
ſpec, It happeneth ſomtyme that deedlp 

offices growe to good men in to an heape 
of pite / whyle they loue moze ferucntdy, 

whiche erred mooſt ſbametullp. 


¶ The. xvij. rule. Caplo.xxvi. 


m3 to wt 
mode nt 


t, but ſharpeneth a refreſſheth agayn 2 ranromiyme 


to fight moꝛe fycrſly than they dyd befoze, courageth 1 
ſtrongly, 


The croſle of 
Sende. 


bodyly. 


The very fru⸗ 
te of the wolf natural affection/as they wolte fo2 a man 
ie mo:tifyenge that is very tuſte,# ſuffreth great wꝛonge 
cf our mèbꝛes/ 
that is toſaye 
of our paſſions 


and affccixeus ſeaſon be the mylke of ÿ ſoules, whiche be 


Capło. xb. 
"Ru" agaynſt ſondzy + dyuerſe aſſaut: 
„ ofthe tempter thine ennemy/ſondzp 
and dyuerſe remedpes are very mete 4 c0- 
uenpent. Reuertheleſle the onelp a chefe 
remedp, whiche of all remedyes is of moſt 
efficacye & ſtrength agaynſt all kyndes, ey⸗ 
ther ofaduerſite,oz els temptacion: is the 
tcroſſe of Chꝛyſt. The whiche ſelfe ſame, is 
bothe an enlample to them that go out of 
the wape, e a retreſſhyng to them that la⸗ 
bour / & alſo armure oz harneys to them 
fyght. This alone, is to be caſt agaynſt all 
maner wepons & dartes of our moſt wyc⸗ 
ked ennemp. And therfoze it is neceſſarp 
to be exerciſed diligently therin / not after 
the cõmune maner / as ſome men repete 
dayly the hyſtozy of the paſſion of Chzyſt/ 
oʒ honour the ymage ofthe croſſe / oꝛ with 
a thouſande ſignes ot it arme all they: bo⸗ 
dy rounde on euery ſyde / oꝛ kepe ſome pece 
ofthat holy tree lapde vp at home in thepz 
houſe / oꝛ at certeyn houres ſo call to rein 
bꝛaunce Chꝛyſtes punyſſhment / that they 
map haue cõpaſſpon # wepe foꝛ hym with 


vnwoꝛthyly. This is not the true frupte 
of that tree:neuertheleſſe, let it in pmeane 


pongiynges ⁊ weyke in Chꝛiſt. But ciyme 


Lapfo.rrbj. 
thou bp into ÿ date tree, that thou mayſte 


f 

p rake holde of the trewe fruptes therof, Porr free) 
2 Thele be the chete, it we whiche be mem⸗ croꝛye. g 
[4 bes, ſhall endeuopꝛe our ſelte to be ſem⸗ 

t blable vnto our heed in moztifyeng our 

4 aſtectyons / whiche be our membꝛes bpon 

4 the erthe / whiche thynge vnto vs ought 

0 not onelp to be nothynge bytter/but alſo 

f very pleſaũt, and feruently to be deſpꝛed / 


if ſo bethe ſpiryte of Chꝛiſt lyue in vs. Foz 

who loueth trewly & hertyly that perſon, 

to whom he reiopſeth to be as vnlyke as 

map be / and in lyuyng and conuerſacion 
cleane contrary? Not withſtandyng that 

that thou mapeſt with p moze pꝛotyte, in 

thy mynde recoꝛde the miſtery of the croſſe: 

it halbe houefull that cuery man pꝛepare 

vnto hym ſelfe a cert apne way and godly 

crafte offyghtyng a therin dilygetly exer⸗ 

cyſe/ that as ſone as nede (hall requyꝛe it 

may be redy at hande. Suche may þ crafts 

be / ÿ in cructfyeng of eucty one of thyne 
attectyons,thou mapſte applye that parte 

ofthe croſſe whiche moſte ſpectally therto 
agreeth.Fo:there is not at all any maner 
eyther tfptacion eyther aduerſyte,whiche 

hath not his pꝛopꝛe remedy tn the croſſe. Aﬀections ors 
As whan thou art tyckled with ambycion bis wyle cras 
of this woꝛlde / whan thou arte aſhamed kes. 
to be had in deriſion a to be ſet atnaught; 


5 


rere 


Laplo.xrrvf, 
tonſydꝛe thou than oh moſt vyle membꝛe 
howe great Chꝛiſte thy heed is / and vnto 
what vyleneſſe he humbled hym ſelte foz 
thy ſake. whan the puell ot enuy inuadeth 
thy mynde / remembꝛe how kyndly, howe 
louingly he beſtowed himſelte euerywhyt 
vnto our vſe and pꝛofyte / how good he is 
euen vnto the wozſte, whan thou art mos 
ued with gluttony/ haue in mynde howe 
he dꝛanke gall with eyſell. whan thou art 
tepted with filthy plealure / call to remem 
bꝛaũce howe farre from al maner of plea⸗ 
ſure the hole lyfe of thy heed was / k howe 
full of incõmodytes, veracyon, and grete. 
whan yꝛe pꝛouoketh the / lette hym come 
immedyatly to thy mynde, whiche lyke a 
lambe befoze the ſhcarer helde his peace 
and opened not his mouthe. Ik pouertpe 
wꝛing the puell / oꝛ couetouſneſſe diſaupet 
the / anone let hym be rolled in thy mynde 
that is the loꝛde of all thynges / pet was 
made ſo pooꝛe + nedy foz thy ſake, that he 
had not whervpon toreſt his heed. Und 
after the ſame maner it thou ſhalt do in al 
other temptacions alſo / not onely it ſhall 
not be greuous to haue oppꝛeſſed thyne 
affectyons,but ſurely pleſaũt and delecta⸗ 
ble / fo bycauſe thou ſhalte perceyue that 
thou by this meanes art confozmed and 
qhapen lyke vnto thy heed/and that thou 


_ _ _£Laplo.rtbjf, | 
ddeſt as it were recompence hym fot his 
infynyte ſoꝛowes / whiche foz thy ſake he 
ſufired vnto the vttermoſte; 


CThe.rvitij.rule. Capło.xxbij. 


AP veryly this maner of remedye/ 
: though tt alonc of all remedyes be 


moſt pꝛeſent à redy, moſte ſure and quicke 
in werkynge to the whiche be meanlp en- 
tred in the waye of lyuyng: neuer the leſſe 
to the weaker ſoꝛte theſe thyng? alſo ſhall 
ſomwhat pzofyte. It whan aſtedpon mo⸗ 
ueth vnto miqupte / than atones they call 
hefoꝛe the eyen of the mynde howe falthp, 


thynge ſynne ts: on the other ſyde howe 
great is the dignyte of man. In tryfles 
and maters ſuche as ſkylleth not it all the 
woꝛlde knewe / we take ſome delpbera⸗ 
cyon and aduplement with our ſelfe. In 
this mater of all maters moſte weyghty 
and wozthy to be pondꝛed / befoze p with 
conſent as with our owne hante wꝛityng 
we bynde our ſelfe to the fende / (ball we 
not rcken and accompte with our mynde 
of howe noble a crafres man we were 
made / in howe excellent eſtate we are ſet / 
with bowe ercedynge great pꝛyce we are 


bought / vnto howe great fclycyte we are 


7's 


Coòͤuſidꝛe the RE 
tyynes ofſy me 
and the digatz 
howe abhompnable, howe miſcheuous a tie of man. 


Lapfo.rrvg, 
called? and that man ts that gentle #nos 
ble creature foꝛ whoſe ſake only god hath 
fozged the meruaylous buyldyng of this 
wozlte/that he is of the company of aun⸗ 
gels, the ſonne of god, the heyꝛe oftmmoz 
talyte, a membze of Chꝛiſte, a membze of 
the churche/ that our bodyes be þ temple 
of the holy gooſt/our myndes the ymages 
and alſo þ ſecret habytacions ofthe deite. 
And on the other \ytxp ſynne is the moſte 
fylthy peſtylence and conſumpcyon bothe 
ofthe mynde a of the body allo / foz bothe 
of them thzough innocencye ſpztngeth a- 
neweinto their owne naturall kynde / and 
thzough coragyon ofſynne botheputrifye 
and rotte cuen in this wozlde. Synne is 
that deedly poylon ofthe moſte filthy ſer⸗ 
pent / the pꝛeſt wages of the dyuell / and of 
that ſeruyce whiche is not moſt filthy on⸗ 
ly, but alſo moſte myſerable. After thou 
haſt conſydꝛed this ae luche lyke with thy 
ſelfe/pondze wyſely and take ſure aduyſe- 
ment and delyberacion whether it chulde 
be wyſely doone oꝛ no, foz an apparaunt 
momentanpe and poyſoned lytell ſhozte 
pleaſure of ſynne / to fall from ſo great 
dignyte,tn to ſo byle and w2ecched eſtate/ 
from whence thou canneſt not rydde and 
delyuer thy ſelte by thyne oWne power 
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Capłv.xxbiij. 
¶ The nyntenth rule. Capłb.xxbiij. 


Urthermoze copare togyder thoſe 

two capitaynes by them ſelfe moſte 
contrary and vnlyke, god and the dyuell/ 
of whiche the one thou makeſt thyne ene⸗ 
my whan thou ſynneſt / and the other thy 
loꝛde and mayſter. Thꝛoughe innocencpe 
and grace thou art called into the nombze 
of the frendes of god / arte electe bnto the 
ryght tytle a inherytaunce of the ſonnes 
of god. By ſynne veryly thou arte made 
bothe the bonde ſeruaũt and ſonne of the 
dpuell. The one of them is that eternall 
fountayne and oꝛigynall patron æ trewe 


enſample of very and ſure beauty / of very we muſt haue 
trewe pleaſure/of moſt perfyte goodneſſe mm 
minyſtryng hym ſelfe to all thynges. The den 

extreme fycence 02 nor. 
filthyneſſe/of vttermoſt infelycite.BemE- ſaunce of ths 
be the benefytes and goodneſſe of thone deuru. 


other ts father of all myſchefe/o 


done to the / e the puell dedes ofthe other, 
with what goodneſſe hath the one made 
the? with what mercy redemed the? with 
what lybertie & fredom endued the? with 
what tenderneſſe dayly ſuffreth he and ſu⸗ 
ſtayneth the a wzetched ſynner / paciently 
abydyng + lokyng foꝛ amendement' with 
what toy æ gladneſſe dothe he receyue the 
amt ded / and whan thou art come agapne 


£Laplo.rrviff. | 

fo thyſelfe? Contrary to all theſe thynges 
with howe naturall hate and enup longe 
ago dyd p dyuell laye wapte to thy helth? 
Into what greuous and combꝛous vera- 
cion hath he caſt the / and alſo what other 
thyng ymagyneth be dayly but to dzawe 
all makynde with hym in to eternall mif- 
chefe. All theſe thynges on this ſyde and 
that ſyde well and ſubſtancyally wayed 
and pondzed/ thus thynke with thy ſelfe: 
ſhal J vumyndfull of myne oꝛigynall be- 
gynnyng from whence J came / vnmynd⸗ 
full of ſo great and manyfolde benekptes / 
foꝛ ſo ſmall a moꝛſell of fayned and falſe 
pleaſure / vnkyndely departe from ſonoble 
from ſo louynge, from ſo benefyctall a fa- 
ther/ and ſhall mancypate and make my 
ſelte bonde wyllyngly vnto a moſt fylthy 
and a moſte cruell mayſter? Shall J not 
at the leeſt waye make good to the one 
that thynge whiche J wolde perfourme 
to a vyle man / whiche had ſhewde kynde⸗ 
neſle, oz done me any good? Shall IJnot 
five from the other / whiche wolde fiye 
from a man that coueyted oz were aboute 
to do me hurte? | 


CThetwenteth rule. 
Caplo.xxix. 


Sa Sgee gbd e eee ede RSS 


gyuers of them be contrary and bnlyke, 
Fo: what is moze vnegall than eternall 
dethe and immoꝛtall lyfe? than without 
ende to entoye euerlaſtynge felycite and 
blyſſedneſſe, in the company and felow⸗ 
ſhyp of the heuenly cytez ins: and without 
ende to be tourmented e punyſſhed with 
extreme vengeaunge, in the moſte vnhap⸗ 
py and wꝛetched companye of dampned 

ules? And who ſo euer douteth of this 

thynge, he is not ſo moche as a man ve⸗ 
ryly/ and therfoze he is no chꝛiſten man. 
And who ſo euer thynketh not on this / 
noꝛ hath it in remembtance,ts euen mad⸗ 
der than madneſſe it ſel te. Moꝛeouer and 


beſydes all this / vertue and wyckedneſſe Thefruites of 
hath in the meane ſeaſon euen in this lyfe tie 5 this 


their frutes very moche vnlyke / foꝛ of the 
one is reaped allured tranquillyte #quiet- 
neſſe of mynte/and that bliſled toy of pure 
and cleane conſtience / ot whiche toy who 
ſo euer ſhal ones haue a taſte / there is no⸗ 
thyng in all this woꝛlde fo pꝛecyous, no⸗ 
thyng ſo pleſaunt / wherwith he wolde be 
gladde oꝛ deſyꝛous to change it. Tontrary 
wyſe there foloweth the other / that is to 
ſay wickedneile/a thouſante other yuels / 
but mo ſte ſpecpally that * wꝛetched 

.liy, 


fo.rrir. 
Nd Re... the rewardes be no leſſe The rewards 
AN than the capytaynes and pf vert vertue is 


The frute of 
ſxnnem this 
woꝛlde 


0 


Capo. xxix. 

tourment and veracyon of vncleane con⸗ 
ſcience. That is that hũdꝛedfolde rewarde 
of ſpirytuall ioye whiche Chꝛiſt pꝛomyſed 
in the goſpell / as a certayne erneſt oz taſte 
of eternall felycyte. Theſe be thoſe mer⸗ 
uaplous rewardes that the apoſtle ſpea- 
keth of, whiche eyeneyther ſawe oz eare 
bath herde / neyther hath ſonke in to the 
herte of any man / whiche god hath pꝛe⸗ 
pared fo: them that loue hym in this lyfe/ 
fo:ſothe whan in the meane ſeaſon, the 
Wozme of wycked men dyeth not / a they 
ſuſtre their hell paynes here euen in this 
woꝛlde. Neyther any other thyng is that 
flame in whiche is turmented the ryche 
glutton of whom is mate mencyon in the 
goſpell:neyther any other thing? be thoſe 
punyſibmentes ofthem in hell ofwhoine 
the poetes wꝛite ſo many thynges / ſaue a 
perpetuall grete, vnquietnes oz gnawyng 
of the mynde whiche acompaupeth cu⸗ 
ſtome of ſynne. He that wyll therfoꝛe, let 
hym ſet aſpde the rewardes of the lyfe to 
come / whiche be ſo dyuers t vulike: yet in 
this lyte vertue hath anered to her wher⸗ 
foꝛe ſhe habſidantly ought to be deſpꝛed / 
and vyce hath copled vnto hym foꝛ whoſe 
ſake he ought to be abhoꝛred. 


¶ The. xxj.rule. Capto. xxx. 
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Obe 1 PLS — full ofgrefe 
and myſery how ſhoꝛte a tranfitozy 
is this pꝛeſente Iyfe/ howe on euery ſyde 
dethe lyeth in awayte agaynſte vs, ho we 
euerywhere he catcheth vs ſodaynly and 
vnware. And whan no man is ſure no not 
ot one moment of lyfe/ howe great perpll 
it is to pꝛolonge and contynue that kynde 
ok lyfe / in whichel as it often foꝛtuneth) if 
ſodayne dethe ſhulde take the, thou were 
but loſte and vndone foꝛ euer. 


¶ The. xxij.rule Capło.xxxj. 


Eſydes all this, impenytency oz ob⸗ 

duracyon of mynde is to be feared, 
of all myſchefes the extreme and woꝛſte. 
Namely if a man wolde pondꝛe this one 
thyng onely of ſo mam / ho we ewe there 
be whiche trewly e with all their hertes 
come to them ſelte agayne / and be cleane 
conuerted from ſynne / a with due repen⸗ 
taũce reconcyled to god agayne: ſpecially 
of them whiche haue dꝛawen alonge the 
Iynes of iniquyte, euen vnto the laſt ende 
of their lyfe. Slypper beryly and eaſy is 
the fall oꝛ diſcenſe in to fylthyneſſe / but 
to retourne backe agayne therhence / and 
to ſcape vp vnto ſpirytuall lyght / this is a 
wozke, this is a laboure. Therfoze thou 


poreviſcended gt Slopes gote/befoze thou diſcende in tao 


pyt to drynke/ the pytte of ſynne / remembꝛe that there is 


end | ” . 
b OT not ſo eaſp compng backe agapne 


— — CKemedyes agaynſt certayne ſpnnes 


The foxe bad and, . 3 74 — agaynſt 
odyly luſte. Capło.xxxij. | 
cl 7 . oe Theo haue we foꝛſothe opened a 
lepte ypon his declared (how ſo euer it be done)co- 
backe/3ſo vp/ men remedyes agaynſt all kynde of vyces, 
Spül wpihe Nowe we hal aſap to gyue allo certapn 
gote after. The ſpeciall & pertyculer remedyes/Howe and 
gote deſyzed by what meanes thou oughteſt withſtade 
the fore ro fu cucrp vpce &fpnne/ and fyzſte of all howe 
d to heipe hym thou mayſte reipſt the luſte of the body, 
vp. The fox an Than ÿᷣ whiche puell,there is none other 
deer) N denn that ſoncr inuadeth vs/ neyther warper 
Pact bas allayleth oz vereth vs/noz extedeth larger 
as moche wyt 102 dꝛaweth mo vato their vtter diſtru⸗ 
in thy hed as tpgn, It at any tyme therfoze fylthy luſt 
e bene wall ſty2re thy mynde wich theſe wepons 
thou woldeſf and armour, remembꝛe kozthwith to metre 
not haue ttred hpin, Fyzſt thynke howe vnclenly/ howe 
bk. falthy/how vnwozthy fon any ma what fa 
wen howe to euer he be. ÿ picſure is whiche aſſymuleth 
come out. and maketh vs which be a diuyne woꝛke, 
egall not to beef; onlp / but alſo vnto ipl- 

thy ſwpue, to gotes, to dogges, and of all 

bzute beeſtes / vnto þ molt bzute. ye which 


Capo. xxx. 
Thefoxe « the admonilched a warned euen by chaunce 


Lapko.rrrif. 
farderkoꝛth caſteth downe farre bnder the 
condycton + ſtate ofbeeſtes, vs whiche be 
apoynted vnto $ company of angels æ fe⸗ 
louſhyp of deite. Let come to thy mynde 
alſo howe momentan the ſame is / howe 
vnpure / how euer hauig moꝛe alocs than 
hony. And on the cõtrary ſyde howe noble 
a thyng the ſoule is / howe woꝛchypfull a 
thing body ofa man is / as J haue reher 
ſed in the rules aboue. what ỹ dyuels pc- 
uyſſhneſle is it tha foꝛ ſo lytle,ſo vnclenly 
tycklyng ofmomẽtany pleſures to defyle 
at one tyme bothe ſoule # body with vn- 
goodly maners? to pphane æ vnhalowe ỹ 
tfple whiche Chꝛiſt hath coſecrate to him 
ſelfe with his bloode? Cõſydꝛe alſo what 
an hepe ot miſcheuous tncomodytes that 
flatryng pleſaunt peſiylfce bꝛingeth with 
him. Firtſt of al it pulleth from þ thy good 
kame / a poſſeſſion farawap moſt pꝛecious / 
fo: þ rumour of no vyce ſtynketh moꝛe ca- 
renly than ÿ name ot lechery. Jt coſumeth 
thy patrimonp / it Rylleth atones both the 
ſtrength a alſo the beautie of þ body / it de 
cayeth + gretly hurteth helth / it engẽdꝛeth 
diſcaſes innumerable + the filthy / it diſfy⸗ 
gureth flour of youth long befo2e 5 day / 
it haſteth oz accelerateth ryueled 4 puell 
fauoured age / it taketh away the quyck- 
neſſe and ſtrength ofthe wytte/ it dulleth 


wep3s again 
bod ly luſt, 


Aloes is a byt 
ter thyng / and 
is put foꝛ b 
ternes. 


The incommo 
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Capto. xxxij. 

che ſyght of the mynde / and graffeth in a 
man as it were a beeſtly mynde / it with⸗ 
dꝛaweth atones from all honeſt ſtudyes 
and paſtymes / and plungeth and ſowſleth 
8a man euerywhyt in the podle and myꝛe 
be he neuer ſo excellẽt / that nowe he hath 
luſt to thynke on nothynge, but ÿ whiche 
is lluttiſſhe, vyle, and filthy. And it taketh 
awaye the vſe of reaſon whiche was the 
natyue pperty of man / it maketh youthe 
madde,peuyſſhe,and ſclaũdꝛous / and age 
odpous, fylthy, æ wꝛetched. Bewyſe ther⸗ 
foe and on this wyſe reken with thyſelfe 
name by name / this pleaſure æ that came 
ſo yuel to paſſe / bꝛought with her ſo moch 
loſſe, ſo moche dil woꝛchyp diſhonour and 
diſhoneſty / ſo moche tedyouſneſſe, labour 
and diſeaſe: and ſhal J nowe a foole moſt 
naturall deuoure the hoke wetyngly?ſhal 
＋— comptte that thynge wherof J 

ulde repent offreſſhe? And lykewyſe re- 
frapne thy ſelfe by the enſample of other 
men/ whiche thou haſt knowen to haue 
folowed voluptuous pleaſures fylthyly 
and vnfo:tunatly. On thotherſyde,cozage 
and bolde thyſelfe vnto chaſtyte by the en- 
ſamples of ſo many ponge men / ot ſo mas 
ny ponge and tendꝛe virgynes nozyſtbed 
vp delycately ꝭ in pleaſures. And (the cyꝛ⸗ 
ances compared togyder) lap agapnſt 


eerst <a: 


wepe, to flatter/and ſhamkully to ſubmyt 


/ Laplo.rrrff. 

thy ſelfe thy luggyſbneſſe/ whye thou at 
the laſt ſbuldeſt nat be able to doÞ thyng 
whiche ſuche and ſuche, of that kynde oz 
ſexe / of that age, ſo bozne, ſo bought vp | 
were e yet be able to do? Loue as moche ll 
as they dyd / and thou ſhalte be able to do ll 
no leſſe than they dyd, Thynke howe ho⸗ 
neſt, howe pleſaunt, howe luſty and flo⸗ 
ryſ{byng a thyng is pureneſſe ot body and ll 
of mynde / {be moſte of all maketh vs ac⸗ | 
quaynted and famplyer with angels / and 
apte to tecepue the holy gooſt. Foz veryly | 
that noble ſpiryte the louer of pureneſle, | 
ſo greatly flyeth backe from no vyce atall 
as from vnclenlynes / he reſteth e ſpozteth | 
hym nowhere ſo moche as i pure virgyns fl 
myndes. Det befoze thyne eyen howe vn- i 
goodly it ts, howe altogyder a mad thing | 
to loue / to ware pale, to be made leane, to Wl; | 


thy ſelfe vnto a ſtynkyng harlot moſt fyl- Wt 
thy and rotten/ to gape x ſpnge all nyght 1 
at her chambꝛe wyndowe / to be made to 14 
the lure e be obedyent at a becke / noꝛ dare Wi! || 
do any thing except ſhe nod 02 wagge her 14 
heed / to ſufire a folyſſhe woman to reigne 
ouer the, to chyde the / to lap vnkyndneſſe 
one agaynſt þ other to fall out / to be made 
at one agayne/to gyue thy ſelte wyllynge 
vnto a queene / that ſhe myght mocke / 


Capłb.xxxij. | 
knocke,mangle, and ſpoyle the, where is 
J beſeche the amonge all theſe thynges 
the name of a man? where is thy berde? 
where is that noble mynde created vnto 
moſtebeautyfull and noble thynges?L6- 
ſydꝛe alſo an other thynge with thy ſelte / 
howe great a flocke of myſcheues, volup⸗ 
tuouſneſſe (if ſhe be lette in) is wonte to 
bunge with her. Other vyces peaducrure 
haue ſome acquayntaunce with certapne 
vertues / fylthy luſte hath none atall / but 
is anexed and alwaye coupled with thoſe 
ſynnes that be greateſt and moſt in nom⸗ 
bꝛe. Let it be but a tryfle oꝛ a lyght mater 
to folowe queenes / pet is it a greuous 
thynge not to regarde thy father and mo⸗ 
ther / to ſet at naught thy frendes / to con⸗ 
ſume thy fathers good in waſte/to plucke 
awape from other men / to foꝛſweare thy 
ſelfe / to dꝛinke all nyght / to robbe / to ble 
wytchcratte / to koght / to cõmyt murdꝛe / 
to blaſpzeme. In to whiche all aud gre- 
uouſer than theſe, the lady pleaſure wyll 
d:awe theheedlonge,after thou ones haſt 
ceaſſed to be thyne owne man / and haſte 
put thy wꝛetched heed vnder her gyꝛdle. 
Pondze moꝛe ouer howe this lyfe vany(- 
ſheth away faſter thanſmoke/leſſe of ſub⸗ 
ſtaunce than a ſhadowe/and howe many 
ſnares dethe pytcherh foz vs / lapeng a⸗ 
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Capſo.xxxij. 
wapte in cucry place and at all ſeaſons , ll 
Here and at this poynte it ſhall pzofyte ll 
ſyngularly to call co remembzaunce, and 
that name by name / ik that ſodayne dethe ll! 
hath taken awaye any ſomtyme of thyne Sodaxn detd : | 
acquayntaunce, of thy famplyer frendes/ ſl 
of thy companpons / oz els of them whi- 
che were yonger than thou: and moſte 
ſpecpallp of them whiche in tyme paſled 
thou haſt had felowes of kylthy pailyme. 
And lerne of an other mannes pcryll to 
be moze ware and cyꝛcumſpecte. Kemem⸗ 
bꝛe how delyciouſly they lyued / but howe 
byttetly they departed. Howe late they | 
waxed wyſe / howe late they beganne to | 
hate their moꝛtyferous and decdly plea⸗ | 
— g 7 me to rememb2aunce the 
arpeneſſe of the extreme tudgement / 
and the terryble lyghtenyng of that fear- — 
full ſentence neuer to be reuoked / lendyng wegement, | 
wycked men tn to cternall kyꝛc / and that 1 
this pleaſure of an hour, (ozte and ly⸗ a 
teil / muſt be punyſſbed with eternall tur⸗ 
mentes. In this place wey dylygentiy 
in a pape of balaunces / howe vnegall a 
chaunge it ts, foꝛ the moſte fylthy and ve⸗ The ſoyes or 
ry ſhoꝛte delectacyon of luſte / bothe to purempngers 
loſe in this lyfe the ioye of the mynde be⸗ moche (ſwerer 
rng moche lweter and more excellet / and (241, 2006 
in the Iyfe to come to be ſpopled of iopes 


Capło.xxxij. 

euerlaſtyng. Moꝛeouer with ſo ſhadow⸗ 
lyke and lytle vayne pleaſure to purchace 
ſozowes neuer to be ended. Fynally if it 
ſeme an harde thyng to diſpyſe þ ſo ſmall 
delectacpon foꝛ Lhuſtes ſake / remembze 
what paynes he toke vpon hym foz the 
tende loue he bare to the. And beſpde the 
comen iniurpes ot mans lyte / how moche 
of his holy bloode ſhedde he / howe ſham⸗ 
full, howe bytter dethe ſuffred he / and all 
fo: the. And thou ok all thoſe thynges vn- 
myndfull, crucyfyeſt agayne the ſonne of 
god / iteratyng a freſſhe thoſe madde plea⸗ 
ſures whiche cauſed and compelled thy 
heed and loꝛde vnto ſo cruell tourmentes. 
Than acoꝛdyng to þ rule aboue reherſed / 
call to mynde howe moche ofbenefytes he 
heaped on the / whan as pet thou haddeſt 
deſerued nothyng atall: fo: the whiche al 
though no ſutiycient oz lyke recompence 
can be made of thy parte, no foz the leeſt / 
pet deſpꝛeth he agayne none other thanke 

* but that thou after his enſample, ſhuldeſt 
ue oftoue Fefrayne thy myndefrom deedly and moz- 
zſde is put tall pleaſures / and tourne the vnto the 
for ſoue. loue of hygheſt goodneſſe and of inty⸗ 
Cupid 15 42% npte pleaſure and beautye. Compare to- 
5e allo put gypther thoſe two / Uenus, and two cuz 
ſoꝛ loue- pydes of Plato / that is to ſaye hone 
loue and fylthp louc/ holy pleaſure. and 


Tie bencfites 
of god. 
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_ Laplo.rrrff, | 
bnclenly paſtyme/copare togyder the vn⸗ 
lyke mater ofcyther other,copare p natu⸗ 


cyons/ but namely whan thou art ſtyꝛred 
to fylthy luſt ſet to the befoze thyne eyen 
thy good aungell whiche ts thy keper and 
cotynuall beholter & wytnes of al thyng; 
thou doeſt oz thynkeſt / & god cucrlokyng 
on / vnto whole eyen al thynges are open, 
whiche ſytteth aboue the heuens e behols 
deth Þ ſecrete places of the erth. And wylt 
not thou be afrayte befoze the aũgell pꝛe⸗ 
ſent e euen harde by the / befoze god, e all 
the company of heuen loking on a abhoz- 
ryng,to cõmytte athyng ſo abhompnable 
and filthy, that tt wolde ſhame to do the 
lame in the pſence ot one vyle man? This 
thyng J wolde thou ſhuldeſt thynke as it 
is in dede. And it it were ſo ỹ thou haddeſt 
eyen moche ſharper of ſyght than hath a 


beeſt called lynxe / oꝛ moche clerer thi hath Zynris — 
the egle / yet with theſe eyen in p moſt cle⸗ iy _ 
eeſtes, 


reſt lyght that coude be, coudeſt thou not 
beholde mo2cſurcly that thyng whiche a 
man dothe betoꝛe the, than all the pꝛiuy a 
ſecrete partes ofthy mynde be open vnto 


the ſyght of god and of his aungels. This Obſtinacy of a 


frowarde m 
alſo counte in thy mynde, whan thou art = are 


puercome of bodyly luſt, oftwo thynges 
the one muſt tolowe / eyther * voluptu 
.J. 


deere 
2 note rot 
tes / cõpare the rewardes. And in all tẽpta⸗ chirſten mam 


Lapfo.rxxtf. 
ouſnes ones taſted, ſhal ſo enchaiit e der- 
ken thy mynde / that thou muſt go fro fyl- 
rhyneſle to fylthyneſſe, _ thou clene 
blynted ſhalt be bzought in ſenſũ repꝛobũ / 
that is to ſay/into a leude # rep2oued iud⸗ 
gement:and ſo mate obſtynate #4 ſturdy in 
puell,canneſt not / no truly not than yelde 
bp filthy pleaſure whan ſhe hath fozſaken 
the. whiche thing we ſe to haue happened 
to very man / that whan the body is was 
ſted / whan beauty is wydꝛed © vaniſſhed/ 
whan the bloode is colde / whan ſtrength 
fayleth / e the eyen ware dym / pet ſtyll cõ⸗ 
tinually they ptche without ceaſſing. And 
with greater myſchefe are nowe become 
filthy ſpekers, thi befoꝛe tyme they were 
bnſhamefull lpuers / than whiche thyng, 
what can be moꝛe abhompnable #4 mon- 
ſtrous? The other is if ꝑaduẽture it ſhall 
happen þ by the ſpecpall fauour of god to 
come agayne to thy ſelfe. Than muſt that 
ſhoꝛte #fagityue pleaſure be purged with 
very great ſoꝛowe of mynde / with mighty 
and ſirdge labour / with cotynual ſtremes 
ofteares. Bow moche moꝛe wiſdom ther 
koꝛe is it not to receyue at al the poyſon of 
carnall pleſute / than eyther to be bꝛought 
in to ſo vncurable blyndneſſe / oꝛ els to re⸗ 
compece ſo lytell / and that alſo falſe plea⸗ 
ſure with ſo great greuaunce a dolozous 
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: Capfo. xrxij. 
apne? Moe ouer thou mayſte take al⸗ 
many thynges of the circumſtaunce of 
thyne owne perſon / which myght call the 
backe from voluptuous pleaſure. Thou 


art a pzeeſt/remembze that thou art al to⸗ z preetts 


gyder conſecrate to thynges pertapnynge 
bnto god. what a milcheuous dede/howe 
bngoodly, howe vnmete, and.howe vn⸗ 
woꝛthy it ſhulde be, to touche the rotten 
and ſtynkyng fleſibe of an hoze, with that 
mouth wherwith thou receyueſt that pꝛe⸗ 
ctous body ſo greatly tobehonoured/and 
to handell lothſome and abhomynable 
fylth with the ſame handes wherwithall 
(euen the aungelles mynyſtrynge to the 
and aſſyſtynge the) thou executeũ that in⸗ 
effable and incompzehenſyble myſterye. 
Howe theſe thynges agre not, to be made 
one body and one ſpiryte with god/ and, 
to be made one body with an hooze. It 

thou be lerned / ſo moche the nobler and 

lyker vnto god is thy mynde / and ſo mo⸗ 

che the moze vnwozthye of this ſhame 


and rebuke. It thor be a gentylman / A gentyimam 


if thou be a pnce / the moze aperte and 
open the abhomynacyon is: the greuou⸗ 
ſer occaſpon gyueth it vnto other infery- 
ours to folowe the ſame. It thou be ma- 


IF thou be 


ryed / remembꝛe what an honeſt thynge — 


is a bedde vndelpled. And gyue dylygence 


r.. 


\ 


A ronge man. 


Fylthy pleſure 


Meth be'>ynde 


her ſtynge in 
our myndes. 


A woman. 
A wan. 


Laplo.rretj. 
(as moch as infirmite ſhal ſuffre)that thy 
wedlocke may coũtertapte the moſte ho 
maryage of Chꝛiſte & his churche/ who 
ymage it beareth:thattsto wete / that thy 
matiage map be clene bareyn in vnclenly- 
nes / e plentyous in pꝛocreacion. Fo: in no 
kynde of lyuyng can it be but very fylthy 
to ſerue & be bounde to vnclenly luſtes. At 
thou be a pong man, take good hede beſp- 
ly that thou pollute not bnaduyſedly the 
floure of thy pouthe / whiche wyll neuer 
ſpꝛing agayne: # that thou caſt not away 
vpon a thyng moſte fylthy, thy beſt a very 
golden peres, which flye away moſt ſtoyfe 
ly/ a neuer returne agayne. Beware alſo 
leet now thꝛough the ignoꝛaũce e neglys 
gence ot pouthe, thou compytte that thyng 
whiche ſhulde — the here after by all 
thy hole lyfe/the coſcience ot thy mildedes 
euer petſecutyng the with thoſe moſt byts 
ter, moſte greuous and ſharpe ſtynges / 
whiche whi pleſure departeth, ſhe leueth 
in our myndes. It thou be a woman, this 
kynde nothyng moꝛe becometh than cha⸗ 
ſtyte, than ſhame, x feare ofdiſhoneſty. A. 
thou be a ma / ſo moche the moꝛe art thou 
mete & wozthy of greater thinges / and vn 
mete a vnwozthy of theſe ſo leude thing?. 
It thou be olde, wyſſhe thou hadieſt ſome 
other mans eyen to beholde thy ſelte with 
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Lapko.rrrd. 
all / that thou myghteſt ſe hotve ynell bo- 
luptuoſneſle ſhulde become the:whiche in 
pouthe veryly ts myſerable and muſte be 
bꝛidled / but in an olde foole foꝛſoth won- 
derfull monſtrous, æ alſo euen vnto the 
bery folowers of pleaſure, a ieſtynge and 
mockyng ſtocke. Among all moſters none Agayn thele⸗ 
is moze wonderfull thi fylthy tuſt in age. cherx of oldc 
Db dotypol/ ob to moche fozgetful of thy went women. 
ſelfe,at the leeſtwap behold at a glaſſe the 
hooꝛe heares & Whyte ſnowe of thy heed / 
thy fozheed fozowed with wꝛincles / a thy 
carepn face moſte lyke vnto a deed coꝛps:æ * 
now at the laſt ende, whan thou art come e bat be 
euen vnto the pittes bꝛinke, care foꝛ other coulde get no 
thynges moꝛe agreable vnto thy peres:at beate i his 
the leeſtway,$ which became the to haue bange 08 31 
done befoze tyme(reaſon mouyng the / do raeiytes vntõ 
now — yeres — — in — _— — 
0; rather compellyng the. Euen now ple⸗ — 
ſure herſelfe caſteth the o / ayeng neyther ir wü eme 
Inowe am comly vnto the / neyther pet kept hyn war⸗ 
thou mete oz apte vnto me. Thou haſt % gene 
playde ynough/ thou haſt eaten ynough/ ned e 
thou haſt dzoke pnough / it is tyme foz the marde. By her 
to departe: why holdeſt thou pet ſo faſt + 19 ſranrtyed 
art ſo gredy on pleſures ofthis lyfe, whan see 
bery lyfe her ſclfe foꝛſaketh the. Now is 5 age /all ylthy⸗ 
tyme foꝛ that myſtycall cocubyne Abyſac, nes 2 vacteves 
that ones ſhe may begyn to reſtin thy bo⸗ rde aparte. 
r.iij. 


fome/let her with holy rage ofloue heate 
thy mynde / z in her enbzaſyng{ kepe thou 
warme a comfozte thy colde membꝛes. 


CA choꝛte recapttulacyon of remedyes 
agaynſt the flame ot luſt. Capi.xxxiij. 


Inally to make a ſhozte æ compen⸗ 
dyous cõcluſpon / theſe be the moſte 
ectall thing? whiche wyll make the ſure 
from pleaſures e entyſynges of þ fleſſhe, 
Firſt of all circũſpecte and diligent auoy- 
dynge of all occaſyons. whiche pzecepte 
thoughe tt be inete to be obſerued alſo in 

other thinges, bycauſe that he whiche lo⸗ 

Sang mord, eth perylſes is wozthy tn the to perilcpe: 
| pet theſe be moſte chefely thoſe Sy2enes 
whiche almoſte neuer man at all hath el⸗ 
caped / ſaue he whiche hath kepte farre of. 
Secondly moderacyon of eatynge # dꝛin⸗ 
kyng t of llepe. Temperaunce and abſty - 
nence from pleaſures/ye from ſuche as be 
lawful t permptted. The regarte of thyne 
owne deth/s the cõtemplacion ofthe deth 
of Chꝛiſt. And thoſe thing? allo wyll helpe 
if thou ſhalt lyue with ſuche as be chaſte 
and vncoꝛrupted. If thou ſhalte eſchewe 
as a certapne peſtyltce the comunycacton 
of coꝛrupte and wanton perſons. It thou 
hatte flye ydle ſolytarpneſſe + ſluggyſibe 


— _— 
occafyons. 
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Lapfo.rreiid, 
pdleneſſe, Jfthou ſhalt exerciſe thy mynte 
ſtrongly in the medytacyon of celeſtyall 
thynges, and in honeft ſtudyes. But ſpe⸗ 
cyally if thou ſhalte conſecrate thy ſelfe 
with all thy myght vnto the inueſtyga⸗ 
cyon and ſerchynge of myſterpes of holy 
ſcripture. Jf thou ſhalte pꝛay bothe often 
and purelp / moſt of all whan temptacyon 
muadeth and aſſawteth the. 


CAgaynſt the entyſpnges and pꝛouo⸗ 
kynges bnto auaryce, Capi. xxxiiij. 


1 thou ſhalt percepue that thou art 


eyther by nature any thynge encly- Auaryce- 


ned to þ vyte of auaryce/ oz ſtyꝛred by the 
dypuyll:call to remembꝛaũce (acozdyng to 
the rules aboue reherſed)ÿ dignyte of thy 
condycton oz ſtate / whiche foz this thynge 
onely was created /fo2 this redemed, that 
thou euer ſhuldeſt entoye that infynyte 
good thynge god / foꝛ god hath fozged all 
the hole buyldyng of this wozlde that all 
thynges ſhulde obey vnto thy vſe a neceſ⸗ 
ſyte. Howe fylthy than, & of howe ſtrayte 
and narow a mynde is it, not to vſe but ſa 
greatly to wonder at thyng? dombe and 
moſte vyle? take away the errour of men / 


what (ball golde a ſyluer be but reed erth 


and whrteꝛ halt thou beyng the diſciple 
t. lil. 


Laplo.xretif, 
ot pooꝛe Chꝛiſt, æ called to a better poſſel⸗ 
ſyon / wonder at that as a certayn great # 

Co dyſpyſe ry Excellent thyng, whiche no philoſopher of 
Hes is a noble the gentyles dyd not ſet at naught?not to 

dernse. voſleſſe richeſle, but to diſpyſe rycheſle is a 
noble thynge. But the cõmunalte, of chꝛi⸗ 
ſten men by name onely, crye out agaynſt 
me / e be glad to diſceyue them ſelfe moſte 
craftily.Uery neceſſite ſap they) cõpelleth 
bs to gader good togyder / wherol, ik there 
\bulde be none at all / than coude we not 
fo:ſothe ones lyue:tf it ſhulde be thynne 4 

i ooꝛe / than ſhulde we lyue in moche my⸗ 

Crete Bide without pleaſure. But # if it be ſom⸗ 

thew/eeſt big What clene # honett /a ſomwhat plẽteous 

diſciples ſhuld Withall / it bꝛingeth many cõmodytees to 

— foꝛ * mã. The good lyking of body is well ſene 

2020, bad tm vnto/p2oupfion is mate foz our chyldzen/ 

to beholde the We lende a pꝛofyte our krendes / we are de⸗ 

lilies how they lyuered fro cõtempte # be the moꝛe ſet by: 

Hebprd bo in cõcluſion alſo a man (hal haue þ better 

cher pere 23 name whan he is ſomwhat welthy. Of a 

ſayeng: if your great many thouſandes of chzyſten men 

— — — thou canſt ſcarce fynde one oꝛ two wthe 

fo: ſo pylethyn not both ſay &thynke theſe thing. Heuer 

riethyn 

ges/mochemo: the leſſe to anſwere theſe men vnto bothe 

—— — partes. Firſt of al bycauſe they cloke their 

louetg 5 ſys: couetouſnes with the name of neceſſite/J 

galerly. wyll lay agaynſt the the parable reherſed 
in the goſpell, of the lylies # of the byꝛdes 


ro. xxxiiij. 

PO. day to day without farthee 

— on / whole enſample Chiſt exhoꝛ⸗ 
teth vs to coũtertfayte. wyll lay agaynſt 
them that the ſame Chuſt wolde not ones 
ſuffre ſo moche as a ſcrippe to be caryed az 
boute ot his diſcyples. J wyll lay agaynſt 
them, p he cõmañdeth vs all other thing; 
layde aparte) befote all thyng? to ſeke the 


kyngdome ot heuen: a pzompyſeth that all 


thyng; ſhalbe caſt a gyuen to vs. whan at 
any tyme had not they thing? neceſſary to 
— lyfe withal ſufficiẽtiy / whiche 
with all their hertes haue gyuen theſelfe 
to vertue a to the true lyfe of a chztſte ma? 
And how ſmall a thyng is that whiche na 
ture requyꝛeth of vs? but thou meaſureſt 
neceſſitenot by þnetes ofnature/but by þ 
boundes of couetouſnes. But vnto good 
men, euen that is vnough that ſcarſely c6- 
tenteth nature. How be it verily J do not 
ſo greatly ſet oftheſe which foꝛſake at one 
choppe their hole ſubſtaunce euerywhpt, 
that they might the moꝛe ſhamfully begge 
of other. It is none offence to poſſeſſe mo⸗ 
ney / but to loue æ᷑ ſet ſtoꝛe by money .that 
is a vice a coſpn to ſynne. It ryches flowe 


vnto the / vſe the oſtyce of a good diſpẽſer: 


but ĩ᷑ it it ebbe a go away / be not cõſumed 
with thought / as though thou were robs 
bed ofa great thynge / but rather reioyce 


Fryers. 


| Lapko.rrrtif. 
that thou art delyuered of a perylons far⸗ 
dell. Notwithſtandyng he whiche conſu- 
meth the chefe ſtudy e paſtyme of his tyfe 
in heapynge vp rycheſſe togyder / whiche 
gapeth at them as a certayne excellent oꝛ 
noble thyng, # hyghly to be deſyꝛed / and 
lapeth them vp in ſtoꝛe / that he may haue 
pnoughe to ſerue hym fo2 longe tyme / ye 
though he ſhulde lyue euen to the age ot 
Ncſtoz: this man peraduenture may well 
be called a good marchaũt / but that he is 
a good chꝛiſten man foꝛſothe J wolde not 
ſaye whiche hangeth all togyder of hym 
ſelfe/ and hath diſtruſte of the pꝛomeſſes 
of Lhuiſte/ whoſe goodneſle, it ts cafy to 
wete / ſhall not fayle a good man puttyng 
his truſt in him / ſeyng that he ſo liberally 
bothe fedeth and clotheth the pooꝛe ſpas 
rowes. But let vs nowe caſte a comptes 
ofthe comodytees, whiche rycheſſe ts by⸗ 


leued to bꝛing with hym. Fyꝛſt of all euen 
_ — by the comune conſent ofthe gentyle phi⸗ 


opteyn the lo: loſophers:amonge the good thyng{ whi⸗ 
welt rowinc. 


che are called Bona vtilia/ that is to ſap/ 
good pfytable thynges, rycheſſe hath the 
loweſt place. And whan all other thyn- 
ges (after the dyuiſpon of Epictetus) are 
without man / excepte onely vertue ofthe 
mpynde : vet nothynge is ſo moche with⸗ 
out vs as monep is / nothynge bzingeth 
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ſo lytell — what ſo euer there 
is anywhere of golde / what ſo euer there 
is of pꝛecyous ſtones/ if thou alone had- Rycheſehet: 
deſt it euery deale in thy poſſeſſyon, ſhall p. r 
thy mynde be therkoꝛe the better by the 

balure of one heare? ſhalt thou be the wy⸗ 

fer? ſhalte thou be the connynger? ſhalte 

thou be anywhyt the moze in good Helth 

of body? ſhall it make the moe ſtronge 

and lufty? moze fay:e æ beautyous? moꝛc 

ponge? No trewly. But you wyll ſay that 

it purchaſcth pleaſures / truthe it is: but To ſaſe pla 
they be deedly pleaſures:it getteth a mam og ey 
honour / but what honoure J pꝛape you? hape ſorwtzat 
beryly falſe honoure / whiche they gyue, 

that pꝛayſeth nothing / ſetteth by nothyng 

but onely folyſſhe thynges / and otwhom 

to be pꝛayſed, is wel nere to be diſpꝛayſed. 

Trewe honour is, to be lauded of them 

whiche are comendable and pꝛayſe woꝛ⸗ 

thy them ſelues. The hygheſt honoure 

that can be, is to haue pleaſed Lhyyſte, 

ZTrewe honour is,. the rewarde not ot tra our ie te 
cheſſe / but of vertue. The folyſſhe people rewarde of ver 
gyueth the roume and place / gaſeth vpon tue / and not of 
the / and gyueth the honoure and reue⸗ chte. 
rence. O foole, they wonder at thyne ap⸗ 
parayle, and honoureth it / and not the: 
why doeſt thou not diſtende in to thyne 
owne colcyence/# conſyder the myſerable 


Se our fr 
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ponerte of thy mynde?whiche if the com⸗ 
mune people ſawe / than wolde they iudge 
the as mylcrable & wꝛetched, as they now 
call the happy a blyſſed. But good getteth 


tout frendes. J graunt/ but pet fayned a falſe 
-— = ena frendes: nepther getteth it frendes to the 


but to it ſelfe. And certaynly the riche man 
is tn this poynt of all men moſte vnfoꝛtu⸗ 
nate and wꝛetched / bycauſe he cannot ſo 
moche as diſcerne oꝛ knowe his true fren 
des e louers from other. One hateth hym 
pꝛiuely 4 ſecretly in herte æ mynde as an 
harde nygarde. An other hath enuy at him 
bycaule he paſſeth him in ryches. Another 
lokyng to his owne pꝛofyte & auauntage, 
flatreth hym / a holdeth vp his pe and his 
nap / æ ſmyleth vpon hym / to the ende that 
he map ſcrape a get ſome thing from him, 
He that befoze his face is moſte louyng a 
kynde, wyſſheth # pꝛayeth foꝛ his quycke 
and haſty deth. There is none that loueth 
hym ſo hertily t entperl / but that he had 
leuer haue hym deed than alyue. No man 
is ſo famplyer with hym, wyll tell hym 
the truthe. But be it i caſe there were one 
ſpecyall frende amonge a thouſaude that 
loued a rpche man hcrtyly without any 
maner of faynynge/ pet can not the ryche 
man but haue in ſuſpicion æ myſtruſt eue⸗ 
ty man. He tudgeth all me to be vultures 
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and rauenous byꝛdes gapyng fo! carayn: 
he thynketh all men to be flyes flyeng to 
hym, to ſucke out ſome p2ofyte of hym to 
thfſelues. what ſo euer comodite therfoze 
riches ſemeth to bung/1it foz þ moſt parte, 
oꝛ cls al togyder is but coloured #diſceyt- 
full / it is Wadowelpke efull of deluſpon/ 
aperyng othcrwyſe than it is in very dede. 
But they bzing very many thing; whiche 
are puell in dede / a taketh away very ma⸗ 
ny of theſe thyng{ whiche are good in ve⸗ 
xy dede. Therfoze ifthou wylt lay acomp⸗ 
tes well e pertytly ofů whiche is wonne / 
and that whiche is loſt:doutles thou half 
fynte that they neuer do bzing ſo moche of 
comodytees/but þ they dzawe with them 
to to moche moꝛe of incomodytes & diſple 
ſures. with howe paynfull x (oze labours 
are they gotten/ a with howe great tco- 
pardycs? with howe great thought & care 
be thep kept? with howe great heupneſſe 
and ſoꝛow are they loſt? foz whiche cauſes 
Lyziſt calleth them very thoznes, bycauſe re 
they rent, teare, # plucke in ſonder all the eie vs 
tranqupllite and quyetnelle ofthe mynde, thomes, . 
with a thouſande cares/ than the whiche 
tranquillite of mynde,nothyug is to man 
moe ſwete a pleſaũt / they neuer queche 
thurſt a deſpꝛe of the ſelte / but kendleth a 
encreaſeth it moze and moze. They dꝛiue a 


— — > — 
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man heedlonge in to al miſchefe, Nepther 
flatter thou thy ſelfe tn vayne / ſapeng no⸗ 
thyng ——— p ami — one — 
map be bothe ryche and good. Kemembꝛe 

Zucht num te What verite fapthe / þ it is moꝛe eaſy foz 
de a good man camell to crepe thzugh the eye of a nedle, 
than a tyche man to entre in to the kyng⸗ 

dome of heuen. And playnly without er- 

cepcton true is þ ſapeng of ſapnt Jerome: 

A tyche man to be eyther vniuſt hymſelfe, 

02 hepꝛe ot an vntuſt man. Gꝛeat ryches 

can neuer be eyther gotẽ oz els kept with⸗ 

out ſynne. Bemembze of how moche bet⸗ 

ter rycheſſe they robbe the. Foꝛ he hateth 

the very taſte # ſmell of vertue / he hateth 

all honeſt craftes, who ſo cuer ſetteth his 

.  hert bpon golte,Moze ouer the vyce of a- 

CT ws. uatyce onely is called ydolatry of Paule. 
m3mmoais Nepther with any other vyce at al Chꝛiſt 
the deuyl wh: hath leſſe acquayntace,neytherÞſelf ſame 


che temptet! 
andftytreth to Perlon can pleaſe god a mammon alſo. 


ene ¶ The tetapitulacton of the remedyes az 


gaynſrthe vyce of auatyce. Cap. xtxv. 


Dou ſhalt lyghtly thetfoze ceaſe to 
wonder at money ik thou wilt poter 
and wey diligẽtly very good thyng with 
thoſeß be falle appatãt good / if paynted 
and coloured cõmodptes, with thoſe that 
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be very comodytees in dede. It thou wylt 
lerne with thyne inner eyen to behold 8 to 
loue that noble good thyng whiche is in⸗ 
kynyte / whiche onely, whã it is pꝛelent / ye 
though al other thyng; chulde be lacking, 
haboudantly dothe ſatiſtye the mynde of che mynae of 
man / whiche is wyder + larger ofcapacite man is of greas 
than p it can be ſuſtyſed with all the good — . 7 
nat "_ —— thou m_ _ | 
call agayn befoze thyne eyen in what cd 
cyon 4 ſtate thou were,whi the crthe firſt ae ug 
rccepued þ wha thou were firſt bozne:lyke ail go. 
wile in what ſtate þ ſame ſhal receyue the 
agayn whi thou dyeſt. Ffeuer ſbalbe pet 
in thy memozy p famous foole of whome 
is made mecton in þ golpel: to whom it is 
laid. This night J wyl tet again thy ſoule 
from the: # thele thyng; whiche thou haſt 
gadzed togyder, whoſe (hall tyey than be? 
Fithou ſhalt turne thy mynde fro the coꝛ⸗ | 
rupt maners of ᷣ cõmen ſoꝛte vnto þ po⸗ 4 
uerty of Mary Lhziſtes mother/vnto the | 
pouerty ofthapoſtels/ofþmarty2s/xmoſt 
ot all of Chʒiſt thy heed. And ſet befoze the 
that fearfull woꝛde Ue, Þ is interpꝛetate / 
wo be to you: whiche Chꝛiſt ſo meaalleth 
and thꝛeteneth vnto the ryche men of this 
wozlde, 

¶ Agayuſt ambycion oꝛ delpꝛe ofho- 

nour and auchozite, Capi.xxxvij. 
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Fat any tyme ainbicion ſhal combze 

t vere thy mynde thzugh her enchaũ 

tementes/ with theſe remedies thou ſhalt 

arme rhyſelf befoze hate without taryeng 

(acoꝛdig to þrules which J gaue befoze) 

Honour ſpꝛyn: take & holde this with toth z nayle / p to be 
geth of yertae Honour only whiche ſpꝛingeth of true ver 
— tue / which ſelfe lame neuertheleſle a man 
mult ſomtyme refule/ euen as taught vs 

both with do ctryne + enſaple our mapſter 

is Jeſus Chꝛiſt. And this to be the chefe ho- 
Jets an honcſt nour 4 onely honour whiche a chꝛiſtẽ man 
de fer 0-3, wulde delpze and wyllhe foz, to be pꝛayſed 
| not ot men / but ot god / foꝛ whom he com- 

medeth(as lapth the apoſtle) that man is 

pettyte a woꝛthy of honourin dede. But if 

honour be gyuen of ma foz an vngoodly x 

vnhoneſt thynge / e ſo of vngoodly pſons: 

this is not honoure but great dichoneſtp, 

came c rebuke. It foꝛ any meane a tndilte 

| tet thyug / as foꝛ beautp, ſtrength, ryches, 

honuour gyuen uynue:pet veriiy (ball it not be called tru⸗ 

of vnon. ſt ly honour / foꝛ no man delerueth honoure 
perſones. with þ thyng whcrof he deſerueth not to 
be pꝛayſed. It foz an honeſt thyng in dede 
it hall be honout:pet he whiche deſerueth 
it ſhall not delyꝛe it / but veryly ſhalbe con⸗ 
tent with ÿ very vertue a cõſtyence of his 
good dede. Beholde therfs2e how folyſſhe 
t howe wozthy to be laughed at theſe ho? 


Laplo, f, i 

nours be / foꝛ whoſe — the comune peo 
ple ſo greatly burne and rage. Fyꝛſt ot all, 
of whome are they gyuen? Truly ot them 
with whome is no d bytwene ho 
neſty & diſhoneſty. wherfoze are they gy⸗ 
uen ? very ofte foz meane thynges / now a 
than foz fylthy thynges. To whome ? to 
hym whiche is vnwozthp : who fo euer 
therfoze gyueth Honour, he dothe it, oz fo: 
keare / and than is he agayne to de feared, 
02 fo; pꝛofpte / and than he mocketh the: 
oꝛ bycauſe he is aſtonyed at thynges of 
naught, and wozthy ofno honour / e than 
he is to be pytyed: oz bycauſe he iudgeth 
the to be indued with ſuche thyngt as hos 
nour is gyuen vnto ofdutye/Wwherinyfhe 
be diſceyued / gyue dylygence that thou 
mayſt be, that he ſuppoſeth the to be. But 
and yfthe hyt aryght/ referre all thyne ho⸗ 
noure vnto hym, to whome thou art in 
dette/yea foꝛ all thoſe thynges whervnto 
the honour is gyuen. As thou oughteſt 
not to aſcrybe vnto thy ſelte the vertue: ſo 
ts it vnſyttynge to take vpon the, the ho- 
nout therot. Beſpdes this, what ts grea- 
ter madneſſe,than to eſteme the valure of 
thy ſelfc by the opynyons of folyſſhe men / 


To 


nour 


me hs 


in whoſe handes it lyeth to take away a- moſt comenty. 


gayne whi ſo euer they lyſt, the very ſame 
onour whiche they gyue / 8 the 
J. 
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Whiche was euen now honeſted. Ther⸗ 
foze nothynge can be moꝛe folyſſhe, than 
eyther to retopce fo: ſuche honours whan 
they happt᷑ / oꝛ to be ſozy 02 mourne whan 
they be taken away / which not to be true 
bonours, thou ſhalte perceyue at the leeſt 
wap by this pzobacton t argument / toꝛ ſo 
moche as they be cõmen to the woꝛſt and 
lewteſtpſones ot all. yea they chaunce al⸗ 
mooſt to none moze plentuouſly : than to 
them whiche of trewe honours be mooſ} 
bnwozthy. Bemembzehow blyſſed is the 
ufe aupetneſſe ofa meane lyfe,bothe pꝛyuate, 
(that is to ſaye, charged with no comune 
beſyneſle) e alfo ſeparated a remoued out 
of the wapye fro all noyſe, haunte, oz pꝛece. 
On the other ſyde, conſyder how full of 
pzyckes,how full of cares, ot᷑ peryls,of ſo⸗ 
rowes, is the lyfe ot great men. what dit 
cultye it is, not to foꝛgete thy ſelfe, in pꝛo⸗ 
ſperite / how hard it ts loꝛ a man ſtandyng 
in a ſlypper place not to fal / how greuous 
the fal is fro on hygh. And remembꝛe that 
all honour is coupled with great charge / 
and how ſtrayte thetudgemet of the hygh 
fudge ſhal be againſt them whiche here in 
vſtirpyng of honours, p:eferre them ſelfe 
afoze other men. Foz ſurely, who ſo euex 
Gall humble # ſubmyt hym ſelfe / hym as 
an innocent oz harmeleſſe perſone, mexeę 
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thal ſocour. But who ſo euer exalteth him 
ſelfe as a pfyte man / the ſame pſone exclu 
deth fronrhym ſelte the helpe # (ocour of 
grace. Let euer the enfample of Lhzift thy 
heed ſtycke faſt in thy mynde:whar thyng 
as touchyng to þ wozlde,was moe vple, 
mozed d, oz leſſe honoured, than he? 
How toꝛſoke he honours, whã they were 
p:oftered hym / whiche was greater than 
any honour? How ſet he no ſtoze ot ho⸗ 
nours, whan he rode vpon an aſſe? Dow 
. codempned he them, whi he was clothed 
in pall, and crowned with thozmne? How 
vngloꝛpous 02 vyle a dethe choſe he? But 
whome the wozlde deſpyſed, hym the fas 
ther glozyfyed. Let thy glozy be in þcroſſe 
of Lhzyſte / in whome allo is thy yelthe, 
welth, ſaupng, defence a pzotection. what 
good ſhall wozldly honours do to the, vt 
god caſt the awaye and deſpyſe the / e the 
aungels lothe,abhozre,and defye the. 


¶ Agaynſt elacion, otherwyſe called pzyts 
oz ſwellyng ofthe mynde. Caplo.xxxvij. 


222 ſhalt not ſwell in thy mynde, 
pf(accozding to the comune puerbe 
vſed of euery man) thou woldeſt knowe 
thyſelfe: that is, what ſo euer great thing, 
what lo euer goodip oz a thyng, 
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what fo ener excellẽt thyng ts in the / thou 
accompt that to be the gyfte of god / a not 
thy good. On the other ſyde / yf what ſo 
euer is lowe oꝛ vyle / what ſo euer is foule 
oz kylthp / what ſo euet is ſhꝛewde oz eupl, 
thou a e that all togyder vnto thyne 

wne ſelf. It thou remẽbꝛe in how moche 

lthe thou were coceyued/tn how moche 
bozne/ how naked / how ned / how bzu- 
tyſſhe / howe wꝛetched / howe mpyſerablp 
thou crepeſt in to this lyght. It thou res 
membꝛe in to how manp diſeaſes oꝛ ſyck⸗ 
nes on euer ſyde / vnto how many chaun 
tes / vnto how many encombꝛaunces, gre⸗ 
ues, and troubles thts wꝛetched body is 
daũgered. And agayne how lytel a thyng 
were able ſhoꝛtly to coſume and bzyng to 
naught this cruell æ vnruly gyaunt / wel⸗ 
lyng with ſo myghty a ſpiryt. onde al⸗ 


eſt ſo this, what maner thyng that is wherof 


ſo great in thou takeſt vpon the. Jf it be a meane, o 


thrne owne 
comce yte. 


an indifferent thynge / it is folyſlhnes: yfa 
fylthy thynge / it is madnes: yf an honeſt 
thynge / it ts vnkyndnes. Remembze alſo 
nothynge to be a moꝛe ſure document, oz - 
pzofe offtarke folyſſhnes,#lacke of vnder⸗ 
ſtandyng / than pt a man ſtande greatly in 


his owne conceyte. And agayne that no 


kynde of foly is moze vncurable. It thy 
mynde begyn to aryſe and ware great,bys - 


tauſe a byle man fubmytteth hymſelfe to 
the: thynke how moche greater # mygh⸗ 
tyer god hangeth ouer thyne heed / which 
cruſſheth wWwne euery pꝛoude necke erecte 
ſtreyght vp / e h euery hyll vnto a 
— ed not / no veryly not 
to moche as the aũgell whan he was fal⸗ 
len in to pꝛyde. And theſe thyng; alſo ball 
be good, though they be of a lyghter ſoꝛt, 
pk thou woldeſt compare thy ſelfe alwayt 
with ercellenter pſones. Thou lykeſt thy 
ſelfe,bycauſe ofa lytel beaute ofthp body: 
copare thy ſelfe to them whiche in beaute 
be karre betoꝛe the. A lytel conyng maketh 
the to ſet vp thy fethers: turne thyne eyen 
vnto them, in comparyſon of whom thou 
mapſt ſeme to hauelerned nothyng at al. 
Moꝛeouer it thou wilt accompt not how 
moche of good thyng{ thou hat: but how 
moche thou lackeſt. And with Paule foz- 
getfull ofthoſe thyng\ whiche be behynde 
the: woldeſt ſtretche ſoꝛth thy ſelfe to tho 
thynges whiche remayne afoze the. Fur- 
thermoꝛe, that alſo (hal not be an vnwyſe 
thyng / pt whan the wynde of pzyde dothe 
blowe / by and by we turne our very eupll 
thing; into a remedy / as it were erpelling 
one poyſon with an other. That thynge 
(hall this wyſe come to paſſe / ii w han any 
greate vyce oz defoꝛmite of bone. whan 

ti}. 


Conſydr 
—— 
defoꝛmities. 
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any notable domage, eyther foꝛtune hath 
gyuen, oꝛ foly hath bzought to vs, whiche 
myght gnawe vs vehemently by the ſto- 
macke:we ſet that befoze out even / and by 
thenſample ofthe pecocke we beholde our 
ſelte chefely in that parte of vs, in whiche 
we be mooſt detoꝛmed / and fo ſhall thy fe⸗ 
thers fall foꝛthwith, and thy pꝛyde abate. 
Arrogicy/pre: Beyonte al theſe(beſytes that none other 
— 1 — — hated 1 1 — — 
at arrogancpe, pꝛyde, and pzetump: 
dere tyon ts notably hated, and had in deriſion 
euerywhere amonge men: whan cotrary 
wyſe lowlynelle a mekeneſſe / bothe pur⸗ 
chaſeth the fauour of god / and knytteth 
bnto the, the benyuolence of man. Ther⸗ 
fo:e to ſpeke compendyoufly/ two thyng{ 
chefely wall refrayne the from pzyde / yt 
thou confpder what thou art tn thy ſelfe/ 
fylthy in thy byꝛth / a bubble (ſuche as rys 
ſeth in the water)thzoughout all thy lyfe/ 
meate in thy dethe / and what 


Chꝛyſte was made foꝛ the. 
CAgapynft wꝛathe and deſpꝛe of 
vengeaunce. Caplło.xxxviij. 
watheio g Han feruent ſoꝛowe ofthe mynte 
-—— ftp2reth the vp vnto vengeaunce/ 
* remtbꝛe wꝛath to be nothing leſſe 
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than that whiche it falſely cofiterfapteth/ 
that is to wyte, foztttude,oz manfulneſle. 
Fo: nothynge ts ſo chyldyſſhe/ ſo weyke / 
nothynge ſo feble t of ſo vyle a mynde, as 
to teiopte in vengeaunce. Thou woldeſi 
be counted a man of great ſtomacke / and 
therfoze thou ſuffreſt not iniury to be vn- 
auenged: but in cocluſpon by this meanes 
thou bttereſt thy chyldyſſhneſſe / ſayinge 
thou canſt not rule thyne owne mynde, 
whiche ts the very pzoperty and offyce of 
a man. How moche manlyer, how moche 
excellenter is it, to ſet an other mans folp 
atnaught,than to cofiterfayte it ? Buthe 
bath hurte the / he is pꝛoude and fyerſe/he 
ſcoꝛneth the. The fylthyer he is, ſo moche 
the moze beware leeſt thou be made lyke 
Hym. what the deuyls madneſſe is it, that 
thou to auenge another mans lewdneſſe, 
woldeſt be made the lewder thy ſelfe. It 
thou deſpyſe the rebuke / all men ſhall per⸗ 
cepue that it was done to one vnwoꝛthy 
therof: but a yt thou be moued thou ſhalt 
make his quarell whiche dyd the wꝛonge 
mocheß better. Furthermoze takeþthyng 
as it is / it any wꝛonge be receyued/that is 
not eaſed one whyt with vengeaunce,but 
augmented. Foz in conelufpon, what ende 
ſhall there be of infuryes on bothe ſpdes, 
pfeuery man go fozth # _m to reuenge 
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bis owne grefe? Ennempes encreaſe on 
bothe partes / the ſoꝛowe wareth freſſhe x 
rawe agayn / t the longer it endureth, the 
moe vncurable it is. But with ſoftnes # 
with ſuffraunce is healed now a than / pea 
euen he whiche dyd the wꝛonge / and afs 
ter he is comen to hym ſelfe agapne / ot an 
ennemy is made a very truſty & faythfull 
rende. But the very ſame hurt whiche by 
bengeaunce thou couepteſt to put fro the, 
reboundeth backe agayne vpon the / and 
not without encreaſe of harme. And that 
alſo ſhall be a ſouerayne remedy agaynſl 
wꝛathe / yt (accoꝛdynge to the diuyſyon of 
thynges aboue reh thou woldeſt con 
ſyder, that one man can not hurt an other 
pf he wolde not / ſaue in thoſe thynges 
onely, whiche be outwarde goodes / whi⸗ 
che ſo greatly ptayne not vnto man. Foz 
the very good thynges of the mynde, god 
onely is able to take awape / whiche he is 
not wont to do, but vnto vnkynde pſons/ 
e Eonely he can gyue them / whiche thynge 
he hath not vſed to do, vnto cruell and fu⸗ 
ryous pſons. No chꝛyſten man thertoꝛe is 
burte but of hym ſelfe. Jntury hurteth no 
man but the woꝛker therof. Theſe thyng? 
alſo helpe (though they be not weyghty) 
that thou ſhalte not folowe the ſoꝛowe of 
the mynde. It the circfiſtaunces of retho⸗ 
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ticiens well gathered togyder, thou bothe 
make lyght ofthyne one harmes / e alſo 
myniſſbe þ wꝛonge done of an other man 
comenly after this maner. He hurte me / 
but it wyll be ſone ame ded. Moze ouer he 
is a chylde / he is or thynges erte / he 
is a ponge man / it is a woman / he dyd it 
though an other mans motpon oz coun- 
ſayle/ he dyd it vnware, oz whan he had 
wel dzoke/1t is mete that J foꝛgyue hym. 
And on the otherſyde, he hath hurt me gre 
uouſly. Lettapne,but he is my father, my 
bꝛother, my mapſter, my frende, my wyfe/ 
it is acozdynge that this grefe ſhulde be 
fozgyuen/eyther foz the loue, o els fo; the 
authoꝛite ofthe perſon. ©z cls thou (ſhalt 
ſet one thyng agaynſt an other / a recom? 
pence þ tntury with other good benelites, 
done of hym vnto the. Oꝛ with thyne offt- 
ces done to hym afoze ſeaſon, ſhalt accoſite 
it euen / a ſo make quyte. This man hath 
hurt me foꝛſoth / but other tymes how off 
hath he done me good. It cometh of an 
vnlyberal mynde to fozget 5 good benefy- 
tes, # only to remembꝛe a lytle wꝛonge oz 
22522 be hath ollẽded me / but 
howe oft? offended of me. J wpll fozgyue 
bym / that he in lykewiſe by myne 3 
ple mape pardon me, if J an other tyme 
treſpace agaynſt mara it ſhal be a 


4. 


_________ Fapfo.xexb(h, 
remedy of moche greter vertue e offfr5gs 
operacpon, it in the myſdoyng ot an other 


_ managaynſt the thou dydeſt thinke in thy 


ſelte / what thyng, howe greuous, # how 
ofte thou haſt ſynned agaynſt god / howe 


many maner of wayes thou art in tte t 


hym: as moche as thou ſhalt remyt vnto 
thy bꝛother which is in thy dette / lo moche 
Wall god fozgyne vnto the. This waye of 
-fozgyuynge other mennes dettes hath he 
taught vs whiche is himſelfe a creditour / 
he wyll not retuſe the lawe which he him 
ſelte made. To be abſolued oz loſed from 
thy ſynnes thou renneſt to Nome / layleſt 
to ſaynt James / byeſt ꝑdons moſte large. 
I diſpꝛapſe not veryly that thyng whiche 
thou doeſt; but whan all is done, there is 
no redyer waye / no ſurer meanes wherby 


(it thou haue ollẽded) thou mighteſt come 


to fauour agayne æ be reconcyled to god / 


than it thou whan thou art oſtended / be 


reconcpled agayne vnto thy bꝛother: foꝛ⸗ 
une lytel treſpace vnto thy neyghbour 
( toꝛ it is but ſmall what ſo euer one man 
treſpaſeth agaynſt an other) that Chꝛiſte 


By the enſiple may fo2gyue the ſo many thouſande offen 


fchiyſt ſwage |; 
Gr = - ces. But it is harte(thouſayeſt)to ſubdue 


the mynde whan he begynneth to ware 
hote. Kemembꝛeſt thou not, howe moche 
harder thynges Chꝛpſte ſuffred foz the. 


Capto. xxxvitj. 
what were thou whan he foz thy ſake bes 
Kowed his pꝛecyous lyfe? were thou not 
his enemy? with what ſoktneſſe ſuſtereth 
he the,dayly repetyng thyne olde ſynnes? 
Laſt ot all. howe mekely ſuffred he the vt- 
termoſt rebukes, bondes, ſtrypes / fynally 
dethe moſte ſhamefull? why, why, boſteſt 
thou thy ſelfe of the heed / if thou care not 
to be in Þ body? Thou ſhalt not be a mem 
die of Chꝛiſt except thou folowe Þ ſteppes 
of Chꝛiſt. But he is vnwoꝛthy to be foꝛgy⸗ 
uen. pe, were thou woꝛthy whome god 
ſbulde toꝛgyue? In thyne owne ſelfe thou 
wylt haue mercy erercyſed/# agaynſt thy 
bꝛother wylt thou bſe extreme + cruell iu⸗ 
pte? Is it fo great a thyng if thou, beyng 
a ſynner thy ſelfe, ſhuldeſt foꝛgyue a ſyn⸗ 
ner / whan Chꝛiſt prayed his father foz the 
which crucifyed him? Js it an harde thyng 
not to ſtryke thy bꝛother, whom thou art 
-alſo cõmaunded to loue? Js it an harde 
thyng not to pay agayne an puell dete/foz 
-Whiche except thou woldeſt recompence a 
good, thou ſhalt not be þ towarde thy fe- 
lowe whiche Chꝛiſt was to warde his ſer⸗ 
uaſit?Fynally if this man be vnwoꝛthy to 
whom koꝛ an puell turne a good ſhulde be 
recdpenced / pet art thou woꝛthy to do it: 
TChiiſt is woꝛthy foꝛ whoſe ſake it is done. 
But in ſuffring an olde diſpleaſure 4 calle 


we muſt pdots 
the yiiworthy- 


— 
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Be angry and 
agreued with 


the vice. 


Sap not do 


Capło.xxxbiij. 
pꝛouoke a new: he wyll do iniury agayne 
it he ſhulde eſcape vnpunyſibed foz this, if 
without offfce thou canſt auopde / auopde 
it: it thou canſt eaſe 0z temedy it, eaſe it. It 
thou canſt heale a mad man, heale hym / it 
not let him pertſibe hiſelf alone rather thi 
with the. This ma whiche thynketh him 
ſelfe to haue tone harme, thike thou wozs 
thy to be pityed/and not to be punyſſhed. 
wplt thou be angry to thy cõmendacion # 
laudeꝛbe angry with þ vice,not with þms 
But the moze thou art enclined by nature 
to this kynde of vyte / ſo moche the moze 
diligẽtiy arme thyſelfe longe befoꝛe hãde / 
ones foꝛ altogyder paint ſure in thy mynde 
this decre 02 purpole: Þ thou neyther layt 
noz do any thing at any tyme whtle thou 
art angry:bileue not thyſelf wha thou art 
moued. Haue aas what ſo euer 5ᷣ (02 


depn mociõ oꝛ rage of mynde diffineth az 


any thrnse pf iudgeth / ye though it be honeſt. Kemebae 
won de 31277. none other differece to be bitwene akritik 


plon # him rageth in ire, thã is bytwene 
a ſhoꝛt madnes that dureth but a ſeaſon,s 
a cottnual ꝑſeuerãt madnes. Cal to minde 
how many thyng; in angre thou haſt ſatd 


oʒ done woꝛthy to be repcted/Which now 


though in vapne thou yy fayne were 
chaiiged. Thertoꝛe whany wꝛath waxeth 
bote a bopleth;1if thou ci not ſtreightwar 


. Caplo.rxxbiif. 

ſaue and delyuer thy ſelfe al togyder from 
anger / at the leeſtway come thus ferfo:th 
to thy ſelfe a ſobꝛeneſſe, that thou remem- 
bꝛe thy ſelfe, not to be well aduyſed, oz in 
thy ryght mynde. To remembꝛe this, is a 
great parte of helth. On this wyſe reaſon 
with thy ſelte / now veryly ſo am J myn- 
ded / but anone here after I ſhall be of an 
other mynde moche cotrary/why ſholde J 
in the meane ſeaſon ſay agaynſt my frende 
(whyle J am moued) that thynge whiche 
bereafter whan J am peaſed, e my malyce 
ceaſed J coude not chaunge? why ſholde J 
now do in my malyce oꝛ anger that thyng 
whiche whan J am ſobzed e come to my 
ſelle agayne, I ſbolde greatly ſoꝛowe and 
repent? why rather ſhold not reaſon / why 
ſholde not pytie / at the laſt why ſholde not 
Chꝛpſt optayne that ofme now / whiche a 
lytel pauſe ot tyme ſhall ſhoꝛtly here after 
optayne. To no man (J ſuppoſe) hath na 
ture gyuen ſo moche of blacke colour, but 
at the leeſtwaye he myght ſo ferfozth rule 
hymſelfe. But it (hal be a very good thing 


fo: þ thus inſtructed to harden thy mynde The mynde 
with reaſon/with cotynuaunce e cuſtome — 5 — — 


that thou coudeſt not be moued at all. It wah. 


call be a pfyte thyng / vt thou hauyng in⸗ 
dignacyon onely at the vyce / foꝛ a diſplea⸗ 
Cure oz rebuke done to the / ſþalte rendze 
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owne countes 
nice whã thou 
art angry. 
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agayne & dede of charite. To conclude; 


euen naturall temperaiice, whiche ought 
to be in euery man / renupꝛeth that thou 
Golteſt not ſuffre affections to rule the vt- 
terly. Not to be wꝛothe at all / is a thynge 
mooſt lyke vnto god / and therfoze mooſt 
comly and beautefull. To ouercome euyll 
with goodneſſe / malyce with kyndneſſe/ 
is to counterfayte the perfyte charite of 
Chꝛyſt Jeſu. To holde wzathe vnder and 
kepe hym backe with a bꝛydell / is the pꝛo⸗ 
pertye of a wyſe man. To folowe the ap⸗ 
petyte of wzathe / is not a poynt of a man 
beryly/but playnly of beeſtes / and that of 
wpite beeſtes. But yt thou woldeſt knowe 
how moche vncomlp it were to a man to 
be ouercom with wꝛath / loke whan thou 


Seholde thyne art ſobꝛe, that thou marke the coũtenaũce 


of an angry perſon / oz els whan thou thy 
ſelfe arte angry / go vnto a glaſſe. whan 
thyne eyen ſo burne flamyng in tyꝛe / wha 
thy chekes be pale / whan thy mouth is 
dꝛawen awꝛpe / thy lyppes fome / all thy 
membzes quake / whan thy voyce ſoun⸗ 
deth ſo malycyouſly / neythet thy geſtures 
be ofone faſſpyon / who wolde tudge the to 
be a man? Thou percepueſt now my moſt 
ſweteſt trende, how large a ſee is open all 
abzode to diſpute ot other vices after this 
lame maner. But we in the myddes ofoug 
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courſe wyll ſtryke ſayle, leuyng the reit to 
thy diſtrecyon. Neyther truly was it my 
mynde oꝛ purpoſe(foz that ſholde be an in⸗ 
fynyte woꝛke) as J began / euen ſo to diſs 
ſwade the from euery vyce / vyce by byce / 
as it were with ſondzy declamacions / and Declamacions 
to bolde e courage the to the contrary ber Sermons. 
tues. This onely was mp deſpze (Whiche ©:ations. 
I thought ſuffycyent foz the) to ſhetve a Prechyngess 
certeyn maner and craſte ofa newe kynde ' 
of warre / how thou myghteſt arme thy a | 
ſelte agaynſt the euplles of the olde lyfe p 
burgynge fozth agayne and ſpꝛyngynge a 
freſſhe. Therfo:ze as we haue done in one 
oz two thyng;(bycauſe ok enſãple) ſo muſt 
thou thy ſelfe do partly in euery thynge / 
one by one. But moſte of all in the thyngs 
whervnto thou ſhalt perceyue thy ſelte to 
be ſtered oz inſtygate peculpatlip / whether 
it be though vyce of nature, cuſtome, oz 
euyll bꝛyngyng vp / agaynſt theſe thynges ; 
ſome certayne decrees muſt be wꝛytten in Certen decrees 1 
the table of thy mynde / and they muſt be Mltbe waytey — || 
renewed now and than / leeſt they cholde mrndes 
fayle,oz be foꝛgoten thzough diſuſe / as a⸗ 
gaynſt the vices of backbytyng/fylthy ſpe 
king, enup, gule, æ other like. Theſe be the 
onely ennemyes of Chꝛyſtes ſowdyours/ 
agaynſt whoſe aſſawte, the mynde muſt 
be armed longe afozehande with pꝛaper / 
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with noble ſaping ot wyſe men / with the 
doctryne ot holy (crtpture/ with enſample 
ok deuoute and holy men / and ſpecyally of 
Chꝛyſte. Though J doubte not but that 
the redyng ok holy ſcripture ſhal mynyſtre 
all theſe thynges to the haboundauntly/ 
neuertheleclle charite, whiche one bꝛother 
oweth to another, hath moued a exhoꝛted 
me, that at the leeſttvay with this ſodeyn 
and haſty wꝛitynges, A Golte further and 
helpe thy holy purpoſe, as moche as lyeth 
in me. A thynge whiche J haue done ſom⸗ 


whyde wiote what the rather, bytauſe J ſomwhat fea- 
quyckly= red, leeſt thou (holteſt fall into thatſuper- 
er« with more ſtycpous kynde of religyous men / whiche 


partly awaytyng on their owne aduaun- 
tage / partly with great zele / but not accoz 
dyng to knowlege / walke rounde aboutt 
bothe by ſee e lande / and if anywhere they 
gete a man, recouerynge from vyces bato 
vertue / hym ſtreyghtway with mooſt im⸗ 
poztune # lewde erhoztactons,th:zetenyn- 
ges, and flaterynges they enfozce to thꝛuſt 
in to the oꝛdꝛe of monkes, euen as though 
without a cowle there were no chꝛyſten⸗ 
dome. Furthermoꝛe whan they haue fyl- 
led his bꝛeſt with pure ſcrupuloſites dou⸗ 
tes inſoluble / than they bynde hym to cer⸗ 
tayne'tradictons foũde by man / a playnly 
thꝛuſt the wꝛetched perſone heedlonge in 


2 F 


oꝛdꝛe of mõkſhyp is not pytie / but a kynde of moukes. 


| Capfdb. xxxviiſ. | : 
to a certapne bondage ofceremontes,lyke 
vnto the maner of the tewes/e teche hym 
to tremble and feare/but not to loue. The 


The order 


of lyuyng, to euery man after the diſpoſts 
cyon of his body & his mynde alſo / eptheꝛ | 
pꝛotytable oz vnpzofytable/whervnto ve⸗ | 
ryly as J do not courage the/ſo lykewyſe 

I coſiſeyle not fro it. This thyng onelp J 

warne the ot / that thou put pytie neyther 

in meate, noꝛ in rapment 92 habpte / noꝛ m 

any viſyble thynge / but in thoſe thynges 
whiche haue ben declared and ſhewed the 

afoze: e in what ſo euer pſones thou ſhalt 

fynde oꝛ pcepue the true ymage of Lhzyſt/ | 
with them couple thy ſelfe. Moꝛe ouer 22 
whan ſuche men be lackyng, whoſe couer 2 
ſacion ſholde make the better / withdꝛawe cheſe tol 

thy ſelfe as moche as thou mayſt from the witxal. 
company of man / a call the holy pꝛophete 

Lhayſt e the apoſtles vnto comuntcacton/ 

but ſpecially make Paule of famplyar ac⸗ 
quayntaunce with the. This felowe muſt 

be had euer in thy boſom to be redde 4 ſtu⸗ 

dyed, bothe nyght a daye: fynallp & to be 

lerned without the boke woꝛde by woꝛde / 

vpon whome we haue now a good while 

enfozced with great diligẽce to make a cõ⸗ 
ment oꝛ a enatracpon /a bolde dede truly. 
But notwithſtandyng we truſtyng in the 
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Laplko.xrxevitf. | 
ofgod/ wyll endeuoyze our ſelfe bes 
-leeſt after Oꝛigene, ambꝛoſe and Au⸗ 
- gudllyne/lceſt after io manynewe interpꝛe 

tours, we ſbolde ſeme to haue taken this 
labour vpon vs / vtterly eyther without a 
cauſe,oz without frupte. And alſo that cer 
capne beſp a vnquiet pyckquarelles / whi⸗ 
che thynken it pcrfyte religyon to knowe 
nothynge at all ot good lernyng / may vn- 
derftande & well perceyue, that where as 
we in youth haue embzaled e made moche 
ofthe pure lernyng ot olde auctours/e al⸗ 
fo haue gotten (e that not without great 
werte a watche)a meane vnderſtandyng 
pk bothe the tonges greke and latyn. we 
Dod lemyng haue not in ſo doyng loked vnto a vayne 
z and folyſlhefame / oz bnto the chyldyllhe 

paſlyme &pleaſure of our mynte/but that 
We recozded longe befoze to adozne & gars 
nyſlhe the lozdes temple with the rychelle 
of other ſtraunge nacyons a countrees, to 
the vttermoſt of out power. whiche tiple 
ſome men with their ignoꝛaunce and bar⸗ 
barouſnes, hath ouermoche diſhoneſted / 
that by the reaſon of ſuche rychelle, excel⸗ 
lent wyttes myght alſo be inflamed vnto 
the loue ot holy ſcripture. But this ſo gret 
a thynge a fewe dayes layde aparte / we 
haue taken vpon vs this labour foz thy 
ſake / that vnto the(as it were with a tyn⸗ 


ger) ve myghe ewe the waye whiche 
— firepght vnto Chyſte. and J be⸗ 
ſeche Jeſu, the father of this holy 232 
(as J hope) that he wolde vouchlafe be⸗ 
nyngly to fauoure thy holſome enfozce- 
mentes / yea that he wolde in chaungyng 
of the, encreaſe his grace / and make the 
perfyte / that thou myghteſt quykly ware 
bygge and ſtronge in hym / and ſpꝛyng vp 
vnto a perfyte man. In whome alſo fare 
thou well bzother and frende / alwapes 
truly beloued to mp hert / but now moche 
moze than euer betoꝛe, bothe dere & pleas 
ſaunt. At the towne of ſapnt Andomers/ 
the pere of Lhzyites byꝛthe. M. ccccc.j. 


¶ Here endeth this boke called Enchiri⸗ 
dion, oꝛ the manuel ofthe chziſten knyght 


made by Eraſmus of Roterdame / in the 


whiche boke is coteyned many goodly leſ 
ſons, very neceſſary a pfytable foz the ſou 
les helthe of all true — people, Im⸗ 
pꝛynted at Tondo in Fleteſtrete, by wyn⸗ 
kyn de woꝛde, foz Johan Byddell, other⸗ 
wyle Salyſbury, dwellynge at the ſygne 
of our lady of pytye,nerte to Flete bꝛydge 
where they be fo; to ſell. Newly corrected: 
and amended, in the pere of our lozde god 
M.v.L,xzilj.the.xtj.dayxe ot ebʒuaty. 
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